
Orrt<,n of TtlE ,{Rc.rtntsuoP

September 20,2004

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
Piazza dcl S. Uffizio 1l
00193 Rome,Italy

Your Eminence ;

In accord with the norms of Sacramentorum sanctilaÍis tutela,I am submitting fot
your. consideration the fact that Father Jerome Wagrer has been accused of multiple acts

of sexual abuse of'minors. The surnmil'y of these allegations is enclosed. Father Wagner

previously atìmitted that a number of these acls of sexual assattlt occurred. He has denied

the seriousness ofthc incidents,

An incident reported to the police occuned at St. Jerome Parish in Oconomorvoc.

A 15-year old boy repofied to his mother that Father Wagner had nrade inappropriate and

unwanted aclv'¿nces toward him after having given him a number of alcoholic drinks. The
police reportincludes ihe Sepiember 3, 1985 staiement of the boy which descrìbes the

amount of alcohol he consumed before laying on the floor for a backrub from Father

Wagner. The boy feli asleep and awoke to find Father Wagner straddling hirn, pressing.

his hips against the boy's thìgh, while hoiding the boy's arm around Father's neck, Thc
boy described Father as sexually aroused, The incident concluded when the boy jurnped

up off the floor. Fathcr Wagner had at least two meetings with the Oconomowoc police.

ln one of thoss meetings, Father Wagner waived his rights and agreed 1o give the police

the names of all boys to whom he hacl given alcohol and/or with whom he had had

physical or sexually oriented contact. The above-noted description of the incidcnt was

riiscloscd to Father Wagner by the police in the prçsencc of his âttorney. The police

rieport states that Father 'Wagnel adnitted that the: "Inforrnation is cor:rect as inrlicated in
flre statement of 913185."

In addition to going to the police, the mother also arranged a rneeting of herself,

her son and !'ather Wagner with thç familyphysician, At that nreeting it is reported that,

when confÌontecl with tlie description of the inciclent, "Father Wagner admittecl v/hat
went on."

In a police interview Father Wappor gave the requested list of names of boys and

yolutg men. Ll each case he stated whether or not he had given them alcohol. In each case

ire stated whether or not there hacl been physical contact. In several instances he ciescribes

what he ref'ers to as "cradling" the boy whereby he woulcl encircle the boy with his arms

and rock him lvhich he forrnd sexually arousing; this occtm ed while the boys were asleep

or unconscious from alcohol, I{e admitted to being on oatrping trips with boys where

they sharcd a small tent and there was perhaps a touching of the boy's hips wliile the boy

J501 liouth Lake l)rive, l?O. Box 0709ì7,, lvlihvattkce., Wl 53207-0912

Pr.ro¡rt: (4l'i)7ÒI^3497 , WLB sllr rvr,T tat:chmil.ot11

AÐ0M022ß62



FIis Eniincnce .Ioseph Ciardinù Ratzinger'

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

page2

slept. IIe also described an incident r.vith a 16 or Il year old boy from Sheboygan who

stayed overnight at Oconornowoc. Father admitted that he had gíven him alcohol and that

they had lain together in "a sexually oriented position" but that fhey had shorts on.

Over the years, efforts were made to provide spiritual and psychological

interverrtions that would rehabilitate Fatlre¡ Wagner. When the 1986 police invesligation

resulted in the district attorley's arrærging with Father Wagner's lawyers lbr a transfer

out of the area, A.r-chdiocesan officíals were not informcd of the sexual content of the

incidents and werç told that it was a natter of providing alcohol to minors. Father was

ìnstructed to obtain counselitrg.

Irr 1994, the Archdiocese of Milwa.ukee was civilly sueci by one of the boys with
whom Father Wagner had had sexual contact. The case was ltsolved with an out of court

settlerlent, It was only at this time, when investigative reporters fiom the newspaper

followccl the story, ttrat Ar'chdiocesan officials learucri of the full contcnt of the 1985 - 86

ìncidents, Father'Wagner cooperated in a full reporting to Archdiocesan appointed

assessors of any contacts with minors that involved aìcohol or physical contact. On the

basis of fhe infònlation he provided and receipt of the police records from I 985, Father
Wagner was sent to a residential treatment facility fot assessment. On the basis if that
assessntent, with a full set of restrictions in place, including no ttnsupervísed contact with
tninors, and with mandated connseling, it was thought that he could continue in minishy.

However, in light of the stateincnt of the Holy Father that there is no place in
ministry for a priest wiro has abused a minor ancl as a consequence of the USCCB Charter
and Norms, it is clear that he cauot continue in atrd will never be able to assume any
public ministry. When Father Wagner was removcd from his position as a member of an

in. solidum team, many parishioners were supportive of bìm. Police and social seruice

workers in Fond duLac have reported that, from their observations, the limitation on

unsupervisecl contact with minors was not observed.

As we have reviewed the various files, it is clear that Father Wagner did engage in
sexual abuse and has admitted such in two investigations, one by the policc and one by
A¡chdiocesan officials. FIis abuse of alcohol may lrave cr¡ntributcd to a recluction in
inhibition, but it cannot serve as ?Ìn excuse lor these behaviors. lle also abused his off,rce

both to gain access to vulnerable boys ancl to elicit tlie trust of their par-enfs. Onr new
found awareness of the severity of damage caused by sexual abuse at the hands of clergy
makes it impossible for us to ignore this situation-
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Given the nature of the alleged and admitted sexual abuse, along with the serious

abuse of ofhce, I have pondered long and hard to arrive at an opinion about the most

appropriate action to be taken. Father Wagner has stated that he will not voluntarily seek

láicization and he chalienges the seriousncss of his offenses. In orcler that justice may be

made manifest and he aling of the victirns and the Church may proceed, I am asking that

Your Eminence allow this case to pi-oceed tluough a canonical petral process and that you

adviss us if the Congregatioir will call the case to itself or assign it to our local Tribunal

personnel. We stand ready to draw on ttre services of canonists who have been specially

irahed for these proÇesses by the most competent Monsignor Charles Scicluna. If such is

your dispositiorr, I humbly request a dispensation from prescription as well as a sanatíon

ôf uuy procecluraL errors that may have occurred during the years this case was under

investigation. The severity of the offenses is such that, it is rny opinion that these reque sts

ar-e justifiecl. However, if the juclgement of Your Eminence is that this case sl-rould

proceed to a dismissal by decree of your Congregation, I would cede to that judgement.

Father Wagner is prusuing training in another prof-ession and is capable of gainful

emploS.rnent. He remains eligible for his pension bencfits when he reaches age 68 '

I look forward to your further instnrctions in this mattet.

With sentinrents of deepest eäteem, I arl,

Si

-l tt^Ã
Most Reverencl Timothy M. Doian

Arohbishop of lVIi lwaukee

ncerely st,
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NAME OF OR-DINARY

CDF f'RÛ:f . N' (tf avaílable)

TirnothyM. Dolan

Miiwaukee

J.erome A. Wagner

Age 5BD¡tc 0f Birth July 16, 1946

Years of ministry 30}L{ty 21,1912

PEIì.SONAI
DETA]LS OF'TIIE
CI.I{R[C

NAME OF CL-ERIC

MilwaukeeORIGINAL DIOCNSE OF INC,{RDINATION

i\,{INIS'TRY IN/TRÀ}I'SFER TO OTHICR DI O C.I!]SE

()rdination

ffiW
Malune. WI 53049CONTACT ^AÐDRESS OI' TI-IE CLERIC

Nci mandate submittedPROCUR-A'TOR (Ìnch'ttle oríginal signed mundate)

CONTÀCT ADDRNSS OFTHE PROCURÀTOR

ÄSSIGNMEN S

AppointmentLocationParisl¡Year

Associate pastorWest Bend, WIImmaculate Conception Pari'sht972

FacultyMilwaukee, WIDe Sales I-Iigh School1 978

\¡ocations DirectorMilwaukee, WI1979 De Sales High Sehool

In solidum team mernberOconomowoc, Vy'l1983 St. Jeronle Parish

PastorSt. l-ouis Parish1986

In solidum te anr mernberHoly Famíiy Parish

Fond du Lac, WI

Fond du l,ac, WI2000

ACCUSAT{O¡.¡S ACAINS]' TI'IE CLITRIC

fmputable Acts DenunciaúionVictim ÄgeYcar

Seli:reportecl
by cleric to
diocese in
1994

15-1'7

Providing alcohol Lo mino¡s to poirrt
of inebriation; use of rninors body for
self:masturbation bv clel ic

t9i2:/ / Multiple un¡arned but
admittod by cleric

Self'-reporte<1
by cleric to
diocese in
r994

1_s- t 7I 9?7-83

r 985

Multiple unnamed but
adnifted by clenc

Providing aìcohol to mino¡s to point
of inebriation; use of ¡rúnors br.rdy for
sell'-mastu¡bation b y cleric

Gave alcohol to victim until he
passed out; stracldled victim ancl

nrbbeci against his pelvic area to the
poini of ejaculation; victinr woke up

and broke f¡ce

t5 198 5

AI)0M{}22Ð65



While campìng cradled tlie minor's
body with his body and rocketf hinr

fbr sexr¡al gratification

Sell'-rcpofied
to police by
cleric in 1986

I 981-8ó
lvlinor
(r5?)

Self-reported
to police by
cleric in i986

t6
Hari ¡runor stay overnight with him;
provided alcohol and hirn lay on top
of cleric ín sexually orienfed position

I qB3

U-
Conviction Sentence (inch,ule copiet of cit il document,s)Year

CIVII, PROCEEDINGS AGAINST TTTE CLERIC

Typc/Casc

Agreenrent
made with
Dishict
Altorney to gel
courselirtg

198 6

Criminal lnvesti gation t-or

seconcl degree sexual assault
anrl províding alcohol to
minors

Out ofcourt
monetary
settLerrrent

1994 Cìivíl suit

MEASURES ADOPTED BY TÉIE DIOCßSE

Year

1994
First report to diocese ofsexual côntent in addition to alcohol liom 1985

Þlaced on monitored stahts
; sent for courrselìng and

Removed lrom in solidulrr tcam2002

SUSTENANCE PROVIDED BY THN DIOCESID TO TI{E CI,ER(C

He is providcd with $1,250 a month, the equivalent of a retired, pensioned príest of the Archdiocese. 'lhe

Archdiocese provides health arLd dental ínsurance and oontinues Payment into his pension lìrnd. He will
qualify for a pension at age 68.

RESPONSE/RECOI-TR.SE MADË BY TÍIB CI,ERIC

Ycar

Gave police futl listitrg of all milors with whom he could re¡ne¡nber tha{ he had contaci involving
alcohol andTor sexual contact (B)1 986

1994
Admitted content of 1986 police report was accurate; admitted that he achieved sexual gratihcation
frorn holdiug minors agailst iris body; statcd that he always ejaculated qtrietly as he wes ash¿rred

of what 1r* ç¡5 doing

to sondìrct a pcnal ûial to deterrune gr.rilt ancl assignpenalty ¡rroportionatef)ispensalion liotn
IìISHOI}'S VO'T'UM

to admitted ând acti<¡¡rs

AIlfln4{þ22û66



CONGREGATIO
PRO D()(]T ìINA F']DEI

(W2A Cillà ¿!:l V¡!!¡t()fl(),

Palæzt> <icl S. IjÉfizio

14 February 2005

421104-20767
lftoT N. . ..,

fin rcs¡towione /iat nt¡:tlio hniø ntnei)

CONFIDEI'{TtrAL

Your Excellency,

The Congregation,fÕr the Doctrine of''the Faith has received the documentation you

sent regarding the Reverend Jerome .,\" \'VAGNER, a pries! 
. 
of, your Archdiocese

accused of the sexual abuse of minors.

After a careful examination of the fi:esent case, I wish to infonn you that this
Congregation - having taken into oonçideration the gravity of the accusations and the

cutpãUillty of the clerii - grants the clerogâtion from piescriptiori. At the same timc, Your
txå".ltenry is autko?izèd- L cuÌrduui o fJrl$ admimsìratirr*-p¡öq*ss (can. 1720 C/C) and

not a judiciâl process as requésted. HovuËver, before procecdirig, we would aslc yûu to
approach Rev. Wagner one last time in order that he might freel1' request the grace of a
dispensation from the obligations of the þriesthood. If he declines the invitation, Your
Excellency should initiate the above-mentioned process. At the conclusion of the process

a suitable penalty should be imposed, not excluding dismissal from the clerical state.
,:l

In the meantime; this Dicastery confirrn's the precautionary measures already adopted

by Your Bxcellency regarding Rev. Wagnrx.

With prayerful support and best wishes ilor the Lenten Season, I temain

Yours devotedly in the Lord,

Ë Angelo Atrato, SDB
Titular Archbishop of Sila

Secretary

His Excellency
'fhe Most lì.ev.I'l¡rrotlry lVl" DOL,A.N
Arclrbislrop of Miltwaukee
3501 South Lake lJrive
Milwaukce, W[ 53207 -0912
TTNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AÐ0t\{022t 49
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orne C ell: Em oil:

His Hotiness
Pope John PauL ll
Bishop of Rome
Vatican City State

Saturday, March 26, 2005

Your Hoiìness,

On May 21 , 1972, Archbìshop Wìltiam E. Cousins ptaced his hands upon me and

ordaine'd me a priest for the Archdiocese of Milwaukee" I have seryed as priest in this
Archdiocese foi thirty-three years. lt has been my responsibitity and privitege to bring the

sacrarnents to the faithfut and provide the tove of God for many who have forgotten how

much that love affects their lives and their satvation-

I have truty done the very best I could, and I firmly believe that my priestty ministry
has brought faith, hope and love to the vast majority of the faithful that I have been
privitegeá to serve. However, it has been determined by Archbishop Timothy Dotan that
during tfrat sarne tÍme my sinfu(ness has gotten in the way of my continuing in priestty

servÍce as a Roman Cathotic priest"

lt is very improbabte that I witt ever be abte to contÌnue my ministry as a Roman

Cathotic Prìest. Therefore, I humbty place mysetf before you and votuntarity request a

dispensation from the obl,igations of the priesthood. I ask for your prayers that- my return
to ihe tay state witt provide me with other opportunities to serve the peopte of God as best

I can.

I wish you atl the btessings of Easter and I am grateful to God for your Pontificate
over the past twentY'six Years.

Sincerety in Christ,

e A. Wagner

ADOM0220sl
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Prot. No. 421104-20767

March 29,2005

Most Reverend A.ngelo Amato, SDB
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
Piazr,¿ del S. Uffizio 11

00193 Rome,Italy

Your Excellency:

Thank you for your prevìous con'espondence on the above-captioned case. As you

requested, we did approach Reverend Jerome Wagner to reiterate the request that he

volu¡tarily seek a dispensation from the obligations of the priesthood. In my name, Very

Reverend Curt Frederick, Vicar Gene¡al and Vicar for Clergy, contacted Father Wagner

on this matter.

Enclosed is the petition to the Holy Father requestirig a dispensation as prepared

by Father 
'Wagner, In it he acknowledges that fris sinful actions have led to his inability to

continue i¡ priestly ministr'y. He also aclarowledges thc voluntary nature of his petition. I
accept the veracity of the statements he makes in the petition. Father Frederick has also

spokcn with Fattrår wagner anrl agrees that this petition is being made fi'eely.

Enclosed is a copy of the reporting information. Frorn your letter it appears that

all has been completed as requested. Therefore, I humbly request that Father Wagrer's
petition receive an afhrmative reply. He continues to be provided with a pension

equivalency and upon laicization willbe assisted with transition expcnses. Hc has already

been trained for a position in the secular world.

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter

With sentiments of esteem and prayerful best wishes, I âm,

ln

*t l4,ùc¿h
Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan

Archbishop of Milwaukee

350i South Lahe Dríve, PO. llox 07û91.1, ilvfihvaukee, WL53L{17-jSLz

tuo¡lr; (4I4)7ó9-3+9i " W¡¡ sttr: wvwnrchmil org
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Prot. No. 421104-207 6'l
June 15,2007

Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB

Secretary
Congregation for the Docttine of the Faith
Palazzo del S. Uffizio
00120 Vatican City

Your Excellency:

The above captioned case involves Reverend Jerome Wagner. It was originally

sublnitted as a request to conduct a penal trial. Faced with this potential, Father Wagner

deeided to submif a petition for voluntary laicization, In that petition he acknowledged

that his si¡ful actions hacl led to his inability to continue in priestly ministry, Father

Wagner has been under a penal precept forbidding any exercise of public ministry and

any public presentation of himself as a cleric'

It has recently come to my attention that he has acted in violation of this penal

precept by presiding at a frrneral service. he is known in the region where the FUNERAL

iervióe wal celebrated (because he has remained in the vicinity of his last assignment), so

the newspapers reported on it and referred to him as "Revefend"'Wagner. While he

carurot tã tret¿ accountable for what the news reporter díd, he has obviousl)'not taken

this whole rnatter seriously, ær<1it appears he will continue to act as he deems fit
regardless of any action otl my part. He recognized that what he had donc was wrong and

reforted it to onê of the priests in the area, but was more concelïed about the fact that the

service had been reported on than the fact that he had violated the precept'

The faithful who havç learnecl of these actions on his part are conÎused and

scandaiized. As noted, he has not moved from the immedíate vicinity of his last parish

assignment, and that parish cannot move toward healing while Father Wagner does not

obsurye the restrictions on his ministry, I am afraid that the delay in response to his

request lor laicizaTion has leci to more complacetrcy on his parl regarding the seúousness

of what his behavior has caused the Church.

ADûM04703{}
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Prot. No. 421104-20767

Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

Therefore, I resubmit my support that the petition for laicization presented by

Reverend Jerome Wagner be granted an affirmative respollse'

Thank you agail for your consideration of this case and for the ongoing ministry

of the Congregation.

with sentiments of deepost esteem and prayerful best wishes, I am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend TimothYM. Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukee

ArloM0 470.31



Prot. N. 421104

CONGREGÄTIO PRO DOCTRTNA FIÐEI

Milvaukíensís

D.nus Jerome A. lil^AGl.{ER., presbyier huius architlíoecesis, humiliter petit

dispensationem ab omnibus oneribus sacrae Ordinationi conexis

Sumrnus Pontifex Benedictus, Fapa XVI

' Die 6 rn' Octobris a'2007

audita relatione Em'mi et Rev'mi Praefecti huius

Congregationis,precibuspraedictisacerdotisannuitiuxta
sequentes rationes:

l.DisporrsationisRescriptumacompetentiordinariooratoriquamprinum
notificandum est:

a) Eius cffectum sortitut â Rlomento notificationis;

b) Rescriptum arurplectitur in,separabiliter dispensationem a sacro coelibatu et simul

amissionem status cter.icalis" Nunqtranr orutott fas est duo illa elementa seiungere'

seu prius accipere et alterum recusare;

c) Si velo oratoiest religiosus, Rescriptum concedit etiam,OttP"Ï"]1"-1-"-Ï: ""tit'
di ldemque insuper secumfert, quålenus opus sit, absolutionem a censuns.

2. Notifîcatio dispensationis fieri potest vel persoualiter ab ipso ordinario eiusve

delegato aut per ecclesiästicum actuarium vel per i'e¡ristulas praeseriptas" (rcgirleretl)'

Ordinarius ur,r* **rrrrfiu, i=*tit t*,'e debet .ite ab oratoie strbsiguaturn atl fidem receptionis

Rescripti dispensationis ac simul acceptationis eiusdem praeceptorlrm'

3. Notitia concessae dispensationis adnotetur in Libris baptizatorum paroeciae

oratoris.

4, Quod attinet, si casus feral, ad oelebrationenr canonici matrimonii, applicandae

sunt norma=e quae ìn ic,dice Iuris Canonici statuuntur. Ordinarius vero curet rtt res caute

peragantur sine exteriore appff atu'

5, Auctoritas ecclesiastica, cui spectat Rescriptum oratori rite notificare, hunc enixe

hortetur, ut vitarn foputl Dei, iation" 
"orrgru"ttdi 

cum nova cius vivendi condicione'

furtl"lpá, aedificationãÀ pru"ri"t et ita probum Ecclesiae ftliu'r se exhibeat' Simul autetn

eidem notum faciat ea quae sequuntur:

AÐO1\,{040015



a) Sacerdos dispansatus eo ipso amittit iura statt¿i clericali propria, dignitøtes etfficia ecclf,'ci¿tsÍicü; ceteris obligationibus cun, statu clericati 
"in"x¡.s 

nän antpliusadstringitur:
I) exclusus tnanet ab exercitio sacri ministerii, iis exceptis de qttibus in catt. 976 et g86
$ ;-{ì¡C ar proptereu nequit hc¡milìam habere,, ,o" poi"5t o¡¡"ium gerere ¿iru"ì¡ru^ ¡n
a m b itu p a,'s t or a I i n ev e nu,ilte,e n tr m in is tr* I or i s p ar o eii a tt i íun gi ;
c) ítem nullum murzus absolvere paÍest in Setiinariis u n rníimtis aequiparatis. In qliis
Inslilutis stutliotunr grwtus superioris, qaüe q.tocumque ntodo dependLní ab Aructor¡tate
eecles ir:agliea, Nt,ilr ere dítectivo fu rryi necpt it ;d) itt aliis vçt'o Institt¿lis stt¿ctioruin grulrc superioris ab Auctoriraïe ecclesiasric, nondepentl*nribus nu\ram trteurogicam tríicþtinant iradere ¡totest ;e) in Institutis autem .s^diorunt grndoo inþrior.ii ctipen,rentibus art ,4uctoritateec:clesias'lica, ìttunÈre direetivo vel ofiìtio agun\ ¡""[í ,urtuit, ]iatlent leg* tencturpresbyter dìmissus ac dispensatus in.-rradendo R"ttgion'" in in^ytimris u|¡hsJil, generis
non, dep endent ibus ah Auctoritate eccles ì.as tica.

6' ordinarius Çuret, quantum fîeri potest, Re nova condicio presb¡eri ¿ispensatifidelibus scandalum pr:aebeat" Attamen, si adest periculum minoriuus abutendi, ordinariuspotest factum dispensationis necnor Çausam canoïicam aiuurt*".

7' Tetnpore autem opportuno, ordinarius competens breviter ad congregationem deperacta notificatione referat, et si qua tancfem fidelium admiratio adsit, prudeitiË*fri"ution.provideat.

Contrariis quibuscumque minime obstantibus,

Ex Aedibus Congregationis, die 6 m. Octobri s a. ?007

{Utt*^Uá
Gulielmus Cardinalis LEI/ADA

Praefectus

Ã

{ Angelus AMATO, S.D.B.
Archiep, Titularis Silensis

Secretarius

Dies notificationis ¿11 2,tp1

+ I (.1^Â,Ð

Presb Subsignatio nånr

AÐOM040016



CONGI{E,GATiO
PRO DOC]TI{INA ÍJIDE,I

cV 1?.0 (.) r i à Jc i',1 ¿ t it:ø¡ r ¡,

PrIa¿.zo del S I.Jiiizio

10 October 2007

rrro.r, N. 42llo4 - 2556-6

(ll tcçitoutì¡¡nr: fiat ¡t4l¡a Lttitt\ iltttrtt ¡)

Your ExcellencY,

(Enclosures)

His ExcellencY
The Most Reverend Timothy M' IlOt-'A'N

Arctrbishop of Milwaukee
Office of the ArchbishoP

3501 South Lake Drive
Milwaukee, WI 53207 -09i 2, U'S'A'

Yours devotedlY in the Lord,

CONFIDENTIAL

I wúte with regard to the case of the Reverend Jerome A' WAGNER' a priest of your

Archdiocese who has ñ""n u".rrr"d of acts of ,.*oal abuse of minors' The cleric has petitioned the

Holy Father for the gráce of a dispensation n* all the obligations of the priesthood' including the

obligation of celibacY'

This congregation, after having carefuily examined th9 
{ocuments 

of the present case and in

liglrt of the votum exprÁsed by Your Excellency, has decided to forward the petition to the Holy

Father for his decision,

hr a¡r audiencd grånted on 6 octobor ?007 Pope Beneciict xvl granted the Rev' wagner the

grace of n dispensatiõa from nlt prÌestty obligatiois including That of celibacy' Attached you will

fînd a copy of the relevant Decree, V"* n*"Jíe'cy is askrd tin¿ty to snsure that he is duly notiflred

thereof A signed anrf n'tarized copy of the rescript, as welt as notification of any other arra'gements

made,shouldberetumedtothisDicasteryatyoureariiestconvenience'

I take this opportunity to express my sincere respects and I remain'

r/ffiø)
x Angelo AMATO, SDB

Tituiar ArchbishoP of Sila

SecretarY

AD(}h/l040{r19



Pope John Paul ll
Vatican Gity

August 7" 2003

9-U.S.A.

Dear Holy Father:

I would like to express my great thanks for forty years of my purity m¡n¡stry ¡n the
Archdiocese of Milweukee, and a special thanks for your inspiring exarnple as our
spirifual leader during rnost of this time. I arn very grateful, ínaeel,

Because of a Court decislon regardlng an issue of sexual abuse, Arehbishop Dolan of
Milwaukee has informed me that I will not return to active minislry, so ! arn sending my
resignation from priesfly rninistry to you,

My prayers and fhanks to you always.

Sincerely yours,

),u û." üe-^*¿--
Rev. John A. O'BrienW
h'oen, Wtsconstn 53Ul

AÐOVf,019926
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Sclrternber 23,2003

l{is Erninence, Joseph Cardinal lìatzinger
Prefect, The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
00120 Vatican City State
Europe

Your Eminence,

May I respectlully subrnit herewith to the jurlgernent of the Congregation for the Doctlirre
of the Faith the petition of the Reverend John A. O'Brìen, a prì.est of the A'chdiocess of
Milwaukee, to be dispensed from all obligations ¿itached to sacred orders, including
celibacy, and to be retumed to the lay stale. Father O'Brien ha.s been accused of sexual
abuse of a nrinor and, has resigned as Pastor of Presentation B,V.M. Parish in North Fond
du [,ac, Wisconsin.

Let rne expiain the allegation. On September 14, 2000, the Vicar f'or Clergy met with
Father O'Brien to discuss his relationship with a boy who had alleged inappropriate
behavíor on the part of Iiather O'Brien. In Augr"rst of 1999, this 17-year-old boy began to
come to the parish rectory and church to visit with Father O'Brien, After only a few visil.s
they began to hug e aclr other at the end of their tirne together. Shortly thereafter, in the
basernçnt of the church buildiug, Father O'Brien and the boy had explicit sexual contact
wíTh both touching each other's penis. A similar incident took place a few weeks later.

No furthel contact of communication of any kind took place until June of 2000 when
there was similar sexual activity in the parish rectory. This boy then contacted the potice
Father O'Br"ien w'as atrested and aclcnowledged hi.s responsìbility troth to the police and
in cjvil court, as r.vell as to Cliurch authorities. He was crirnìnally convicted.

I have infonled Father O'Brieu that I am unable to retum hrm to ministry at alìy tirne in
the future

I am convinced that Father O'Brien has accepted this realíty and now lre wants to move
on with his life. Herrce, he humbly and fieely request that he be dispensed from all
obligations resr"rlling ÍÌom Floly Orclers, inchiding celibacy, and be returled to the lay
sta.te. In fäct, a letter from Fatller O'Brien to our Holv Father is errcJosed and indicates
this desire. I strongly support thrs petítion.

Nfoleover, Father Janles Clorurçll, rny Vicc Chancellor, intervicwcd Falher O'Brìen, who
discussed the accusatiou againsl him and indicated his liee-will desire for laicization.

.ll¡01Sor,ith I-ake Ì)rivc, liO. Ilox Q109D,lvlilwaukec, V/l 5.120ì/-09ì2
PiiOì'ir: (+i 1)7Ó9-l'197 . Wt:ß rìi]t;: wrvrv.arr:hmiì.org
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In aCdition, this accusatjon against Father O'Brien is not the only accusation of sexual
misconduct against Father O'Brien, RecentJy, we have received a report on anotler
inciclent. We are tuming the case over to ofticrals in the St:lte of Iliinois for possible
sexual abuse of a nririor ín the Chicago al'ea,

Finally, I am very certain thal nci scandal would arise if this dispeirsation were granted to
Father O'Brien, hr f'act, il. wouid help bring closurc to a very diffìcult and sad situation.

Than-k you for your: kinri c,onsideration in ihis regard and I have the honor to be, Your
Eminenge,

Sincer:ely yours in Christ,

+ I o"-n
Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan

Archbishop of Milwaukee,

'$rfi^-.

AE)ûh,{CIt 9925
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November 19,2004

I'Iis Emincnce, Joseph Caldinal Ratzinget
Prefeot, The Congregation for the Doctriue of the Faith
00120 Vatican Cìty State
Europe

Re.: Revercnd John A. O'BzuEN

Your Erninence,

Enclosed you wíIl find further documentation conceming the petition of the Reverend
John A. O'Brien, a priesf of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, who wishes to be dispensed

from his obligations attached to Holy Orders, including celibacy, so that he miglrt be
leturned to the lay state. Adclitíonal infonnafion has surfaced since my letter to you dated
September 23,7003,

Let me explain the situation that I originally reported to you. On September' 14, 2000. the
Vicar 1òr Clergy met with Father O'Brien to discuss his relationship with a boy who had
alleged inappropriate behar,ior on the pafi of [.'ather O'Brien, in August oI 1999, this 17-
year-old boy began to corne to the parisir reclory and church to visit with Father O'Bnen.
AÍïer only a few visits they began to hug each other at the encl of their tirne together.
Shortly thereafter, in the basement of lhe church building, Father O'Brien and the boy
had explicit sexual contact with both touching each olher's penis. A sirrilar'inciclent took
place a few weeks later.

No fliilher contact of communication of any kind took place urtil.Iune of 2000 wheri
there rvas similar sexnal activity in the parish rectory. This boy then contacted the police.
Father O'Brien was arresled ancl acknowledged his responsibility both to the police and
in civil court, as rvell as to Church authorities. In fact, F¿ther O'Brien pleaded "no
contest" to the onminal chalge and thus was convioted of fourth degree sexual assault. He
was senterrced to 1B months probation, a fine of $ I ,000 and other restrictions.
Documentation conceming this siTuatiotr is enclosecl.

Subsequent to my earlier letter to vou, two additional allegatìons of sexual abuse by
Father O'Brien have been reporled, ln Sepfember of 2003, a m¿rn who claims that in 1978
Father O'Brien had sexualiy abused hitn contacted the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Then
this past June a third allegation r.vas reported against FaTher O'Brien, According to this
allegation, abuse took place on various occasions during 1967-1968. Both of these
additional allegations were reported to the civil authorities, However, no civil action was
taken in either case bccause of the prevailing statrite of limitations. Copies of the two
sexual atruse intake reports are includcd for your re\/iew.

350i Soutìr L.ake l)rivc, PO, lJox 07091.2, Milu,ar.rkee, Wl i3l0/-0917.
(41,1),169"34, / " Wtl srrn: vnvluarchmii org
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Frorn the beginning of this unforlurate case care has been talcen to see that Father
0'Ilrien had proper advice concerning carlon law and civil law, spirihral clirection and
sufficient fi nancial resource.

Moreover, I am convinced that Father O'Brien is sincere and hunrble in requesting the
dispensation. ÉIence, I continue to support the request and I am convinced that, ifthe
dispensation were gralted, no scandal woul<l result. Furthermoro, I judge that an

admjnistrative solution to this mafteî would be better than a penal process for all the
parties conoemed and for the community at large.

Thank you for your kind consideration of this case, and I have the honor to be, Your
Etninence,

Sincerely yours in Christ,
('-
I I t¿u'rn

Most Reverend Tímothy M, Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukee

"1

5
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DIOCIISE/OR.DIìII Archdiocese of N{ilrvaukee

NAME OF ORDINÁ.IIY Most Reverend T'imothy M. Dolalt

Prot. No. 304103-22223

NAIVTT] OF CLIIRIC John A. O'Brien

PERSONAL
DETAILS OF TI{E
CLERIC

CDI,' PÃìOT. N, (i[ at'ailah I e)

70AgcNoventbcr" 1, I938Date of Birth

39Yeari of ministryMay 30, 19640r'dination

Archdiocese of MilwaukeeORIGINAI- INCART}INA TION /
INCORPORATION

wr 53019

NIINTSTI{Y IN/T'RAN SFER'TÛ O'I'HDR I}I OCES O

CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLIIRIC

PROCUR.ÂTÛ R (il rclude o r igínal s ig t e tl n a t d are)

fl O NT"ùCT' ADDÍIESS O F TTI-E }ROCUITÁ'I'OR

AppointtnentParishYenr

'Assóciate Pastorlvfilwaukee -.,.-;:::::..
Inmaculate ConcoPtiorif,-.¿lrish1964

Fond du Lac, WI191 t St. Ivfary Springs, Hrgh Scllool

rrl-. Ijond dr¡ Lac, WI
1 990

Faculty

Pastor

2000

Presenta[ion Parish '

Adm-inistrative leave

THli cl,EtiiÇA.CCT]SÁ.TIONS

I)enunciationÁg" Imputable ActsYear Vicfi¡n

t7 Explicit sexual contact (touching penis)I 999-
2000

11 Expticit sexual colìtact (touching penis)
r 9?B

1 I,t219(¡'/ -
I 96E

2004

2001

2000

2003

ll,xplicit sextlal contact (touching penis)

For<:eti sexual corttact rvith an anir-nal9-t0t9 6'7 -
I 968

AD0ß4039821



CIVIL PRO(]ETIDIIVGS AGAXNS'I''I'f{B CLDRIC

Year Type/Casc

2000

Serrtence (tnc\ucle copiet' oI civi| documen.ls)

18 nionths pro'oation, reqrtired couuseling,

$ 1,000 tjne, no utrsuope rvisecl colrtacl u'itll
r1llnors

Convictiou

F clegtee sexual

assault (plea bargairr f6¡ [çrver
Ir

"lto conlest"
aclurission of

2003
KËStatute of limitation -
no trial

'2004 FIÜFIout of court
settleme¡rt

Out ofcourt
Settlement

2009

Yenr

MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE DIOCESE / ORT}ETT

Itemoved frotn office, sent f'or counselirlg, placed urrder þr;ecepf2000

200'3

2006

C'dse sentì. requestillg volttntâ f y l¡ ir:izl¡tiorl

Srruond petitiort sent $tûlitrg l'È:Irrôrsc

.CUSTENANCE PROVIDED'I'O:I!]FI Ii CLE RIC

tl.E$ltü N SE/l{ltreÐ¡,¡¡¡$E :l\'!rt f) tl B V't lIli C L þlIì I {.

Year

2000 Acliñwlcdged guilt an,i rcsponsibrl ity

2003 $ought Jaie ization

At)f,)e,{{}39822



Ip(Y
VIILWALKEE

CHÀN c. ErìY

Novcmlrer 29,20()4

'Ihe Most Reverend Gabriel Montalvo
Apostolic Nuncio to the United Statés

The Apostolic Nunciature
3 339 Massachusetts, N.W-.
Washington, D,C, 20008-3687

Yoru Exccllcncy,

Enciosed is a collection of documents concerning the Reverencl John A. O'Brien that are

bcing scnt to the Congregation for the Doctnne of'tlie Fâith

I request that these clocuments be forwarded to the,Congregation for the Doctrine of the

naittr by means of.the diplomatic pouch. :

Thank you very much fbr y'our assistance in thrs matter and I have the honor to be, Yottr
Excellency,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

{*þ.,'*á0.&Pa*<
Reverend James E. Connell

Vice Chancellor

ljùl South Lakc Drivr:, lìO. Box 070912, Mihvauìrcc, Wl 53207-Cql?-

PH¡ti¡,: (,11.i)7ô9-1.140 , F¡x: (414)769-l40fJ - li-ìvl¡lr: L:hancery(4urchnrìì.org . t¡¡¡¡ ¡,',n ww*rat:brnil.org
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Alrcr cr Mrwutt-lrcrr
O¡rrcs ol" THE AR<-IISISHOP

September 6,2005

Archbishop Angelo Arnato, SDB
Congregation fbr the Doctrine of the Faith
Piazzadel S. Ijffizio 1 1

00193 Rorne,Italy

Your Excellcncy:

Cun'ently pending before the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faiih is the
petition for laicization from Reverencl John A, O'Blien of the Archdiocese of Milwaulcee
sent to the Apostolic Nunoio on November 29,2004. As you are avr'are from the
supporling docunrentation, Father O'Brien was criminaily convicted and placed on 18

lnonths plobation, That probationary period has expired but civil authorities have
continued to express concerïs about his activities. We have attempted to keep him in a
rnonitoring program. There have been two recent developments in this case that should be
brought to your attention.

On August 19,2005,I)eacon David Zimprich, coordinator of the monitoring
prc,grã.m, v/as contâcted by a Probation and Parole Agent from the State of Wisconsin,
Barbara Kode-Braun. She askecl to send him infomration about recent developments
involving Father O'Brien. That information arrived on August 22,2005.It included a
police report from 200i in which an aclditìonal allegation of sexual abuse of a miuor liy
Father O'Búen was made. This case involves an adol whorn
Father O'Br:icn met while ser-ving at St. Mary Spnngs High School in Foud du Lac,
Wisconsin. The sexual contact was reported as begirrning when KKwas 14 anrl
continuing until he turned 18. The materials received from the Probation and Parole
Agent are enclosed.

Deacon Zimprich followed up wíth an interview
course of that interview it came to light that Father O'Brien

In the
contact

in a manner that could be construed as intrusive and conholling
Especially troubling was the report that Father O'Brien has been observed on ¿ number of
occasions in the local library with adolescent boys. A copy of the interview report is also
enclosed.

3501 .SoLrth l¡ke Drive, PO. Box A10912, \4ilwaukee, WI 53207-0912
[tuor.rr:: ( 4 I 4 ) 7ó I -3 4t) 7 " W¡n srri:: wr.t"ø, arclrrnil. otg
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Obviously effofis at monitoring hirn are not successful. We are currently
pondeling the wisclom of relocating him to the archdiocesan pastoral center in the retired

priests' rving. However, if he does not comply with the request, we have no means of
forcing such relocation.

The potential for great scandal exists, If Fathet O'Brien, while still ín the cierical
state, makes any inappropriate advances on any of these adolescent boys in whose

çompany he has been observecl, the outcry will be huge. The scandal lies not in the

laicization but ín the perception that the Church has not acted expediiiously enough,

larorvìng the multiple reports of abuse. Given the number of years he spent at the high
school, thcre remains the distinct possibility that yet rnore victims will come forward,
Therefore, I humbly request th¿t his pelition for laicization be expeciited,

Thank you fol your consideration of this rnatter, 'With sentiments of esteem and

prayerful best wishes, I am,

y yours in Cl:rist,

J I tL¿¿) U-1
Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan

Archbishop of Milwaukee

Ar)ûMt å 9939
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3L) ft)3-22223

l)AD0 Città ¿cÌ V¿ttlccn',

Pdazzo del S. Llffizio

4 Jan'uary 2006

f)lo r. N
(h ra¡owiota,[ìot trnllo Luu tuttz¿n)

CÛNFIÐÐN{TTAL

Youl Excellency,

i' I 1""''l

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Iraith has received the clocumentation you

sent regaÍding the trleverend John A. O'BRII'.N, a priest of your Archdiocese, accused of
the sexual abuse pf minors, who has askecl fiEm fhe Holy Father the grace of dispensation
ffom all thc oblig¡rtions of the priesthoocl, inclu:ding the obligation of celìb?ay. , ,:.,,. .' , .l

i.,.i

After havìng calefully ex¿rmirled the plesent caso, I wish to inf'onn-yÒu that this
Dicastery is positively clisposed towarcls the request made by Rcv. û:tsrien. Fïowet et, such
petitiorl, fu .alibrm as is enclosed in th.q,dgcumentation Yout Excellency''sent to this
Dicaster:y, cannot be f<rrwarcl to the Holy Fatlrrr for his decision. The petition'addressed to
the tloly Father should contain at least arì aclmission of guilt and a sincere expression of
remorse..Ihe impossibility to rehrrn to active,lpinislry because of the clericrs offertces is not
in itself.a suffrcient reason. Your' Excellency i,$ therefore kìnc1ly requested to invite the Rev.

O'Brien ta write a petition which will contain tþe above-mentioned elernents. .' ' "i iii:

Awaiting the coufiesy of your reply, with prayerful support and best wishes, I remain

Yours s irrccrcJy iy. Ohrist,

W'/Øæl)
\--3dâ€-

X Angelo Auaro, SDE
Titular Archbishoir of Sila

Secretary

His Excellency
The Most R.evel'end T'ümoúhy S4" DOf,,A.f{
A rchbtshop of Mítwaukee
Offìce of thc Archbishop
3501 South Lakc Drive
Milwaukee, WI 53207 -09 12, LJSA.

AÐû&{019899



Prot, No. 394103 -22223

August 29,2006

I{is Holiness PoPe Benedict XVI
Vatican City

Dear Holy Father,

white I am gr.ateful to have been able to exercise p¡ielsliy ministry fbr forly years iD the 
.

ArchdiocesJof Milwaukee, I know now that I rvill¡rrollti:rgg-r be á'blç to rlo so because of

*j nrto.y of and misdemeanor criminal conviction for sçxÙal,Al}usc¡ of a minor' I

siácerely regretmy actions that have led to'Ihj'S:8"9-r¡t and humtjly aslt"that you accept my

resignation tì'om priestly mitrístry. . :, "l=:-#.,:

My prayers for you and the Churc'h'lill"¿ìoiltinue' 'lii'

Sincerely yours,

Rov. Joh¡r A. O'Brien

Ar)(}M039825



LAICIZATION RT4SCRIPT - U NOFFICIAL TRAN S t, A'LION
Congregatiou for the L)ootritle of the Faith

Prot. N,: 394103 - 289"14
Milwaukee

R.ever-end John A. O'BRIljN. a presbyter of thc Archdiocesc of Milwauìcee, has liunrirly

petitìoncd for a dispensation 1ì'om all the obìigations corrnected with s¿tcred Orclinatron

Our Most F{oly F-ather' Pope tsencdict XVtr

Ou tlre 3'd day of APnl, 2009

Having hear<J the opinion ,rf his Ënlincnce and Most Reverend Pref'ect of'tìtis (itrngregaliorì. Ilas granted

the request of'thc presbytcr for the good of ttre Church; bur with lhç lbìlowirlg provisrons:

The r-escript of the dispensation, beiug liiâile"khou'n br¡1.1lrc competent Ordinaty to tìre
petitioner às soou as possiblc: 1ì :r: 

'

a) becomes e"ffe-ctivefrom lhe ntotttètt of'the notliccttiort;

b) irLseparably itrcltl,Ies a rlispen.satiott'ftnm sa.cretl celibctcl, cnrl, a't,.lhe stlrne l'ime, loss

of fhe clericcrl state. T'he petittoner nei^èt; Itas the rÌght to 'separate tho'se ttuo

e I e rn e nls, I h at i s, Í rt .1rc c c P I t h et f irs t'"Ç1tJiteJìi s e the s e c o n el ;

c) if the petitioner is a religious, rhe.rescript also grttttts a dispensution.froru tlte vows.

rl) inr).eert,Jiu'rlu:r, it cart'ics tuith. it, insoÍar as it is nece,t.tary, absolutittn /i'ont (:eLtsLtre.\-

2. Ncltific.ation of the dispensíltion 
"un 

b*'rnad" to thc pctititluer either personallv,

or through one delegated by the sarne Orclinary, ol th.rough an ccclesiastical notary, ol by
"registered rnail."'fhe Oi'ciinary oright to retain one ccþy (of the rescript) clr-rly signed by the

petitioner in testimony of his receptiou of the rescripl'of the dispensation, ancl also of his acceptarlce

of its lcgr.rletions.

3. Notice of lhe granting ol'lhc clispensation is to be inscribecl ìn tire baptisntai register of
tllc Petitioner's parish.

,.'4- With tegarcl to the celebrafion of a canordcal mariage, the nornrs set clown in The Co<Je

of Canon l.,aw must'be appìled, The Olclinary, however, shor¡ld talre care that the trattsr bc

d i s creelly hancl I cd i,r,i th<¡ ui.'iio mp or extern trl cli sp lay.

5. 'Ihe ecclesiastical autholity, to whorn itbelongs to notify thc petitioner concctning the

rescript, sþould earLrest[y exhort him to take part in the lif'e of the People o1' Cìod, in a tnattuer

co¡soìr¿rnt with his nerv mode of'living, to give edifioation, and thus to show himself a ntost loving
son of the Churçh. At the same time, llou,cver, ire should be infot'rued of clre f.ollowing Þoinls:

a) the dis¡tensed ¡.triest dutorilalicãlly Ioses lhe rights propcr (o tlte <:lcrtt:ctl s't¿tte. a,s

welÌ. cts er:clesia.,stir:ctl tLi.grtities and olJices; he Ls rLrs longer bout¡d b:: the o!her
ohli4'otions connecÍed with l|rc clerical state,"

l

.rLr)û&åû39EtE



ls) he renains e,xcluded frotn lhe exercise of the sqcred minisuy, with tlte except¡on of
those .func:tions tnenttotred in canons 97ó and 9,Sd, $J aJ tlry {ade aJ' Cu¡ton l"aw,

and, a,y ¿t result, he ntay not give a homily tn¡r is lte üble to holtl t. ¡Iirective uffii:e in

the pastorolfield nor to exercise thefuncîion tdpurochinl üdnti,tt,i¡Irn|rlrI

c) sint"ilarly, hb nro.y nr.tt rli..scharge uny -fitncliort itt stunìnat'ies nntl in equivulenl

il,stitltti'otns. In oiher instítutions of higher studies, which are in any way wh¿ttever

cÌepent]ettt yport ecclesiastícal authority, he may not exercise the.functiort of director;

d) tttso, i1 tiose institt.Ltiorts of higher stt¿clies which ure rtot clependenl trpon

eccleslctstical aulhorÌty, he may not teach any tliscipline whìclt Ìs ¡troperL¡'
theologtcal or closely c:<>nnectecl tt'ith the sanrc;

e) oru thà oiltet hancl, in institutÌons of lou,er stt¿dies, which ut'e clependent Ltpon

ecclesiastical authority, he ma.y nol exercise the /unclion of teaching a cliscipline

whÌr:h is properly theological. A dispensed preshyter is held b), the sarne n,Lle in

tegchi.ng Religíon in an irLsti.tutioru of the satne kind not depenc:lenl uporl

6. lfhe Ordinary is to take care lest the disrnissed presb¡er, due to a lack of clL¡r:

pruclepce, exl-ribits sc¿rn<lal to the fàithtrl.'Ihis pastoral care seriotlsly urges the Orclinary with the

grcalest if any danger of abusç of minors, however re¡'i-Çfql-jS;pteqent.

7. At an opporl.une time, the cotnp.etent. Orciìnary iì4'i'to send a bricf report to the

Cg¡gregation on his eompletion of tlle notificatTöù, åitl-d,.finally, if there shoulcl be anv wondcrment

on tlie part of the faithful, he is to plovide iìrBrudent exúlanation.
.-'tl'i:::::::,. ::-: ;

All things to the contlary notwitlistarrt{ùlg3 * :i;¡[1+'- ,î,1

lìrom the OfÏçes of the Çongrcg4iion, thð'årã";¿ay;öf April in the year'2009
-i.: I

/s/ lAloi.si;us FraneidC:bs.LADAlllA, SJ

Iitutâi Äichbi s.lrop'of, T'hibi ca

'54çretary

,¡s/ Rer¡er*nci {-rlid¡lçs L Sçiçlun¿
Í' r o n o l,t t''{.ãf 

"J 

:u 
s Í t. * e

l)ate of notifrcatir¡n

Signature o1' ätS:SI$fl ofacceptance Signature ofOrdinary

Aå)û&r{}398 X I



¡\lic.rrL:r OF MII-\AALJI{EJ]

O¡;¡:1¡¡. oF l'n¡ AncnusHop

Septenrl:el '/ ,2004

IIis Eminence Joscph L'ar<iinaÌ lìatzingcr
Congregation f'or tire f)octrine of the Faitli
Iiiazza del S. Uffizio 1l
00193 Ronre, Italy

Your Eminence:

Itr a.ccorcl with the llclnns of Sctcrnmentoruru sanc:titrLtis tuleltt, I am submittirrg f'or your
consideration tile case of a priest of the Alchcliocese of Milwaukee, Reverend'Ihomas A. Trep.anier
has been accusçcl of muliiple acts of sexual abuse of a minor, The sumr¡tary of thcse alle gations is
encloserl. Father Trepanier has admitted that sexual acts with the indivi<lual nraking the allegation
clid take place but he cc¡ntests the .frequency and nature of the acts as well as the age of the accuser.

As we havc reviewed Father Trepanier's fìle ancl the statements of both the açcuser and lLis

family mer:rbers, it is clear that he consistcntly atrused his offìcc both to gain access to this
vulnerablc boy ancl to elicit the trust of hÍs parouts. He was a frecluent yisitor to tho fànrily horne
ancl was consiciercd part o1'their family and holiday celebrations. The young man vr'as sufTering
1ì-orr at the time the two mct

amily members have provided second hand accounts of
aclclilional, suspectecl victims. At thc tirne of this writing these alleged viclirns trave noI approacirerì
the Archdiocese. Flowever, oue victim is sufficient that action needs to be talcen.

The impact on this victim has been sigrüfìcant. The Archcliocese of Milr,var.ikee paicl thcrapy
cosls for a number of years. Recently the Archdiocese Ïìrrally arrived at ân oÌlt of couñ settìetlent in
this case which included a prcvision ftrr ongoing therapy as well as financial compensation. Our
uew found awarene:ss of the severity of clzrrnage causecl by sexual abuse at the hands of ciergy
mal<es it impossible for us to ignore this situation.

Givcn the nature and frecluency of the alleged and admitted sexual abuse, a.long with tìre
serious abuse of office, I have pon<lererl long ancl hard to arrive at an opinion about the most
appropriate action to be taken.

I atn reclnesling that the Archdiocese of Milwaukee be authorizecl to concluct a penal tdal to
deterrritte the làcts tÌrat liat.lrcr'I'r'epan.ier rlispufes as wel] as to detcrmine what, tf any,penal
remedy should be assesse d. If it is your judgement that this case shoulcl proceecl through a canonical
penal process, I hurnbly reclue st a clispensation fiom prescription as well as a sanation of any
proceclural etrors that may have occurreci cluring the years this case was under investigatiori. The
severity of the ofïenses is such that it is rny opinion that this request is justifìccl, IJowcver, if the
jurigcrnent of Your Emjnence is that this case should proceed to a disrnissal by clecree of your
Congregation, I would cede to that ju<f gernent.

.Jji01 South l.alie l)r.ivc, IlO. tsox 07091'¿, Milwaukec, WI 51207-0912
PHoir¡,: (414)769'3497 " Wt¡ str¡: wwwarcLrnil.org
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His E:linence Joseph Carclinal lìatzìnger
Congregation fbr the Doetline of thc l'aith
1::2

At tlie tirne he resigned liom active minish'y Revercnd Trepanìer was provided with $20,000
to assist with transition. He is capable of gainful employrnent and rernains etigiUte for his pènsion
bencfits when he reaches age 68.

I look forward to your further instructions in this matter,

With sentiments of deepest esteem, I arn,

ri sl,

l-\(ÀÅfr
Most Reverend T'írnothy M. Dolan

Archbisltop of Milwaukee

AD{}r\{016156
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CONGRI,GATIO
PRO DOC'I'RINA FIDEI

00120 jltà ¿lel Vatícnno,

.lralazzo dcl S LTIfizio

6 October 2005

After having c¿ìrefully examined the present case, I wish to inform you that this
Dicastery hereby $a$ts a derogation fì'om the law of prescription requested by Your
l-r.xcellenov a¡id arrihoj:izgs yorr tr: ilritiafe art a,;hninistrafive penal proqg.Ìs as orifJincC in r:an.

1720 of the Code of Canon Law. Your Exccliency is kindly requested to:

}rr.,r., N. !06l04-19047
On rtl¡xttion /irt ¡tttlio huua ¿ut¡c¡i,J

CONFIÐIINTTAT,

Your Excellcncy,

The Congregâtion flor the l)octrine of the Faith has received the documentatior-r you
sent regarding the lleverend Thotnns A. 'IREPAI\IER, a priest of your Alchdioccse
aoouscd of the scxnal abuse of minors.

1) infor:n the accused of the allegations and the proofi, while affordinghim the
opporlunity, through his canonical advocate, of a proper clef'ense;

2) accurately evaluate all the proofs anrl the evitlence employing the assistance of
two assessors who are competent and retrowne<l for their prurlenoe;

3) if the delict ean be proved with certainty, issue a decree according to cann.
1342-1350, which should contain the reasons in law and in fact.

If Your Excellency should considei' ii opportune fo impose the penalty of dismissal
fì^om the clerical statç or sorne other perpetual penalty, the irnposition of this peualty must
first be requested from this Congregation, ln the çvcnt of a declee being issued by this
Dicastery in Congressu I'arliculat'1, the accusr:cl will always have the right to llresent recourse
to the Orclinary Session r:f'the Cardinal and Bishop Members of this Dicastery (Feria II).

His Excellency
'fhe ft{ost llcverend'l''irnothy M" ÐOLAN
Archbishop of Milwaukce
3501 South l,ake Drive,
Milwaukee, WI 53201 -091 2, U.S.A.

AÐ0M016123



I wish also to intbrm Your Bxcellency that this Congregation suggests another

solution by authorÍzing you to apply n. 8 b of the Essential Norms. The cleric should be

directecl to live a lif'e of prayer and penance with the possibility of celebrating Mass privately,

I take this opportlnity to offer Your Excellency my sincere respect and I remain,

Yours devotedly in the Lord,

WØ*Ðf

& AMATO, SDB
Titular Arehbishop of Sila

Secretary

Ä.IloMt 16124



Llt

Prot. No. 406 - 04 - 1904.7

His Excellency
'Ihe Most Revercncl Angelo Arnato, SDB

Congregation for the Doctrinc of the Faith

00120 Citta del Vaticano
Palazzo del S. l.lflìzìo

May 15, 2006

Your Excellency,

I¡r accord with the instructions provicied in y9!l letter of,lOctober 6, 2005, I havc

proceeded with an aclministrative penal process in th-ë case of the Reverend Thomas

l'repanier, I first gave him another opportunity p,isr:'-ek=v:rJunfatyíIaícization but, again, lte

refúsecl that option. As has been his consistent slance, he'ihoysnc'iemorsç and his

prirnary 
"urt"àrn 

is sell':focused ou how my.q..þfrnancial supporf he will rcccive'

orr April l l, 2006, I met witlr.trvò appointed'nl.rssessors' both of wlrrrrrr are

r.espectecl pr-iests of the Archdiocesdl noté.{"=.fþ their þÎ.uclence, atld br:th ol whorn lrave

seruecl o,-, ih. College of Consultors. Tirey-h'4p"prev.iöusly stucliecl thc At:ta assernbled in

the case. The brief ol def-eUS-e;-aV.ã-Uals-.q,Ieviewè'il"by the two assessors and is inclLLded in

tlre errolosed .4cl4, i.l ':.,

In the serious andþrolonged cliscussion of the mattor, there was com¡rlete

harr¡ony in a.nivipg at tliÈ- unanimous agreelnent that the delicts hacl indeed occurrecl. ln

t'act, the defe¡s*t¡iinf ¿i¿'.rf¡f*,ofIèr any argulllent that thc acts had not been committed.

Tberefore,iitir nty fincling äiát,tne delicts are pr:oven with cortainty.

The,cliscussror-r with ttre asiéÈSöis,:.orrtlie perralty to lie irnposed w¿rs ¿rlso iltot-ough,

Various oplir:¡s were studiecl, 'Ihe optìons considercd includcd the ftrllowing:
':..

u' :',,ifterlioval froln anf.lpublic ministry or public presonlatiolì as a pfiest but

o*:¡ntion of the.oJ:encal state arrd accornpanying pennission for private

celebfafiõ¡.CIf,'JVIàss
. Allow early retirement with limited atrd monitorecl rninistry
E lmpose a life of prayer alrcl pellance

u l)ismissal from the clerical staTe,

Concems about the varitlls options were discussed" One major conccrn shared by all is

the fact that we have tro assurance that there will not be ongoing liability for the Church

if Father Trepanier is permÌtteci to continuc in auy kind of rninistry or l'ernain iu the

clerical state.'

AD()M0466tì1
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Prot. No, 137103 - 19050

P.2
His Excellency. The Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB

wishes, I ain'; .
'll,:

Early retirement woulcl not be an option because the fu'chdiocese of Milwaukee would

the;be bound to continue paying his support until he reaches the age allowed by the

f"nrion plan. Civil law goveins ihe plan and it does not allow exceptions for early

ictireniert except for seãous health ãonciitions, This high exPense wottld be difficult to

justify at a time we are cutting baclc pastoi-al services and layiqg_people olT because of

nr.*"iut constraints. We havã no faðilities which wou.lcl be avaiilable for a life of prayer

urrJ f.nun." and his previous fbray into living as a religious wâs:rlot successful' 'I'he only

deferise offered by the canonical advocate dealt witþa,plocedural issue that is not

^--r^-Lr^ :- ^ôñ^n tarr¡ nrrd q nhnllense to the exact mr-irith=altd.agç;uJ'thc victi¡lt.
4ppruaur! ¡¡¡ vq¡rv¡r - l:.:{,

I have ponderecl tbis matter long=and hartl over these tnatty rnolltlis, wcighing in

the balarrcc, fiist, rny deep respect tt$Clo,,t-9$$ for the þ.riesthoocl rvhich irrl'onns r:ry

un¿erstandí1g of why atrìncliviauafwdïrîtf.Want to cjiiirg tr: his clerical stàte and, 
.

secondly, arir*ing from that same respect ani{ililUS,-rur"àwarene$$ tþat there is no place i1

ministry for someone who.þs:s,r-üiÆ,gg¿childllffiirue that no addìtional victims have

come forwa'd but the ong'.i{ho ¡oo 15ì¡1ed.r.ble ariültii¡vincing' He oa're forward at a time

whcn ttrere wàs not potîftid for personàÏoiif,¡nanciä1,gnitl;.,
:.::l

Thereforo,.I have.d¡dvcd at thc co¡rclusilon that }:¿ither'I'hotnas T'repanier shoultl

fr* Ai*nti**.A..fotii'.,tf'tg clerical.stalc. I atn re+rè$i:ir:S lliat the Lìonglegatio¡r ftrr"tlte

ùo,rtii,r* qfihe I.aitll"í,çsuo a,:4Ètree to t.hat cff'*ql; Beçause this ilatter has heen ¡rrotracled

ãr* ---fr* long rinre, t arn tro$fiig.lfa1 
'n' 

cor¡nltrsi.:n will be fbrthconring soou.

Wiih,.gratitucle for your considerátion, sentiments of osteem, and prayerful best

Sincerely yours iu Christ,

rl
*t ,'.^ *a t ,SJ¿*-

Most Reverend TirnothY M, Dolan
Alchbishop of Milwaukee

ADOMO 46682



with regarcl to the above-captioned case, I have ponderecl long arrd hard about

your suggestion that we impose a ten-yeal precept on Reverend Thomas Trepanier and

then consider his return to niinistry, I respectfully submit that such a resolution is not

i"no¡1". Ten years rvill not eradicáte the facts in this mâtter; Father Tlepanier sexueúly 
.

abusecl a minor u,r¿ "* n"oer, therefore, function as a priest again' TJrere is.no such thilg

as â 
.,safe" ministry when his tackgrouncl is publicly know lay his oWn adlnissions'

Prot. No. CDF 406-04 " 1904"7

Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB

Congregation for the Doctline of the Faith

00120 Citta del Vaticano
Pelazzo del S. Uffizio

Yolu ExcellencY,

damaged

Jiuruary 15, 2008

Sincerely yours in Clllst,

Thank;y-ou for your reconsideration of this case'

With's'èntillenls of esteetn, I arn,

,ù

Most Revereäd TimothY M, I)olan
Archbishop of Milwaukee

ö
+ lL*,) ,sIì"*
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i"no¡1". Ten years rvill not eradicáte the facts in this mâtter; Father Tlepanier sexueúly 
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.,safe" ministry when his tackgrouncl is publicly know lay his oWn adlnissions'
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Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB

Congregation for the Doctline of the Faith

00120 Citta del Vaticano
Pelazzo del S. Uffizio

Yolu ExcellencY,

damaged

Jiuruary 15, 2008

Sincerely yours in Clllst,

Thank;y-ou for your reconsideration of this case'

With's'èntillenls of esteetn, I arn,

,ù

Most Revereäd TimothY M, I)olan
Archbishop of Milwaukee

ö
+ lL*,) ,sIì"*
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Dear Curt,

peace and blessings on your ministry to our brother priests. After six and one half years

of waiting for thebDF io make a decision ín my Canonical case and at the request of

my spiritäal director, I write to ask you for a written description of rny current position

as a validly ordaineci priesr within ih"_At.htiiucesÊ oÍ ÌvÍil-waukee. In October cf 2AA2,I

met with Archbishop bohn. During the 30 minute lunch at his residence he told me,
,,Toî-t,I read yo* "** and your victim sounds like a requited gay lover!"

It is difficult to comprehend the circumstances that have occurred since that lunch and

,t 
" 

*uy in which hiì decisions have affected me spíritually,_emotionally, physically and

financially and how those decisions have also jeopardizod the health ancl welfare of my

"ïJ*fypáents 
and my invalid brother as weli as given the faith communities I served

the lmpression that in"Í.act,I am a serial pedoPhile, the reality of which you and

everyone corurected with my case knows is not true'

N{:rV 1 i 2008

Very Rev, Curt Fredelick

Vicar for ClergY

3501S. Lake Drive

Milwaukee,]/..1153207

November 9, 2008 Dedication of St. John Lateran

Asyou aïe aware, when the allegation from some 18 prior years was brought against

me ln December 1998, Arcl-rbishop Weakland conducted an which

included Bishop Sklba, Very Rev. W' Kohler, Dr a myríad of

psychiafrists and psychologists who conducted various and in-depth

interrogations. At the conclusion of the 2Yeat investigation, I received a letter from the

then Vicarfor ClergY, Very Rev, Joseph Hornacek informing me that I had comPleted

the necessary requirements of the investigation and found to be a priest in good

standing in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Lr fact, Rev Hornacek commended me for

the cooperation and honesbY with which I approached the investigation' I was then

assigned to you as the associate Pastor of St. Donrinic Parish, Brookfield, with the

necessary precautior"rs and sufficient staff and Parish members being infotmed of the

allegation against me. I servecl in that position from November 2000, until ilday 2,2042

at which time I resigned in the face of my nane being released to the public media bY

the Archdiocese and the distinct impression from that release, that I too was serial

pedophile. This irnPression was further corroborated byleruy Topziewski, the

Archdiocesan SpokesPerson/ when he told the Milwaukee )ournal SentÍnel that in fact I

was reques ttng laicizatiory which was simply not true.

ADOM0 46690
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Since that time, there are few words that can describe what these past years have been

for me and rny farnily and the serious damage this has done to my family and faith

community rélati rn"i'tips. To add to the pain of b-einq destroyed, isolatecl and

abandoneá by the Church of Milwauke", I was also dropped from any diocesa' mailing

lists driving me even further away frorn the Churctr that I faithfully served for so-tne27

years of -iiliut y. It has also been brought to my attention by a credible source that

áertain canon lawyers created a Votum which was sent to Rome that in no way reflected

the true facts of *y .uru and even worse, exaggerated sgme of the fa-llacious detaiis

presented by the färm"r psychoiogistLizPiasecki. This I was told was done to give

ioore crud"nce and *o.ui ruppo"t to the case against me, which included dates and

times of allegecl abuse on ffry þart, when I wasn't even assigned to the alleged parish.

These abuseã of my canonical rights and the double jeopardy I have been sulrjected to is

beyond moral comPrehension'

Thus, following these six ancl one half years of isolation, without any type of support

trom the faith community, iet aione iire aroilif to celebiate tlie Eucharlsl it h.as bccotr:.e

necessary to seck Canonical justice in the case brought against my by Archbishop

Dolan, I 
"believe 

that I lrave been abandoned and ignored with the sincere intent, if not

the hope on the part of some, that I will simply give up my moral obligation to the

priesthood and. disappear into history or die, whichever comes first. Let this letter stand

às testimony to the fät thut I will exert every possible effort to receive the justice I havc

a right to uirder CanonLaw, including petitioning His Holiness Pope Benedict with the

truãfacts of my case, To quote a Canon Lawyer, "Canonical iustice is not a privilege

decided by the few but thà right to justice for every bapnzedCathofic. Therefore,

justice delayed is justice denied."

I await your response and respectfully request that within the next two weeks, you

specifically statå the facts of my case in vwiting, to include names and dates as to why

*y .ur" hä not been resolved or some explanation as to my status within Canon Law

and the lack of a response from the CDF'

As always, my famlly emel I patiently await the justice, compassion and mercy prornisecl

by God inrough His Son, Jesus Christ. Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Tom Trepanier, M. Div., M.S.'75

Cc: fileW

ADOMO 46691
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Novetnbcr 21, 2008

Thornæ lür

Dc.at Tom,

'I'hauk you foï your letter of November 9, 2008. I teoeived it on Novenber 17, 2008 attd

have read a¡rl icread it, I appreciâtÈ thc pain zurd the personal dcsire it expresses. I clo not have

answers to $orne of the issues that you wish atldressed. I havc uo iclea why the CDF has not

responded defi¡itively. 'I'he a¡chbisliop periodically cotttacts the CDF antl aslts for rcsponses to

all of tlre cases bef"qre it fro¡r our atchdiocese. The lasl colriact I am aware ofr,vas Januaty 15,

rnôQ

I agree with you, 'Ionr, that justice tìelayed is justice deniecl. it is lny observation over

these pastlew years tlìât t1o ouö here has the prrsh or pull to gct a qtiick responso frotn the CDF.

I do know that the arclibishop continues the conversation rvith the CÐF regarding your tâso.

With regard fo tJre facts of 5,our cas6, I have obtained and am attaching two tlocuments,
'I'he first cloc¡lilent is rvhat the CDF calls a'table," It is used in sr.rbmitting a câse before the

CDI¡. It summ¿rizes the facts of the case and the CV of thepriest and concludçs wíth thc

¡ishop's requesfs fron: [lrc CDF' given the aforentenliorred data, You may notice that fåt Lagges

is notãd ar your advocal'e. I understand that the tahle was submitted pl'ior 1o your contracting

with Mr, Ritty. The second documerrt is the atchbishop's tìecree at the conclusion of the

acfuninistrative penal process fhat the CDF authorized in your ease, It states the findings of the

admilistrative penal pïooess using the facts of the case ancl declares the wish of the archbjshop irr

poirit threc, given the facts stated in tlle first tlvo points.

I am oonfuserl with your mention of a "votunl" created by certain canon lawyers. I don't

know what you are refelencirrg. I ruay be able to bc of help to you if yotr would provi<le the

souroe of the infonnation you have or the narle(s) of the author(s) of the allegecl documettt,

I þope tliat this inibmration is lieþfuI to you, Tom. [t is my belicf that your ca¡ro¡rical

ådvocate, Mr. Ritty, has had access to tl'!e aots of the case, so I'm ttot certain that I a¡n adding any

new inf:onaratiou, Tom, As always I send you rny best wisltos atld assurç you of my continuing

prâyers, I continue to look back fbudiy and appreciatively on the titne we spent together nt St.

Dominic's and in friendshìp,

In ll:e l.crcl Jesus,

" fl'¿'¡-'ai''

\/ery Reverend Curf J. Frecìerick
Vicar fol Clergy

Cc:Mr. J. Míchael I{ttty

tii0.l Sr.¡urh ì ake llrjrc, ìì(), llox 070!)l 2, ìvltlrv¿uktt, \\tl 5]207 (19) 2

I'hi)lìì:: (ill)¡6g"1l.fBl , ll"l,.{¡rr. cÌclr,)-(drrrlirrÙl.or'g. \\rìli lnt:: rv'¡rv¡ft]ìtnljl.orS
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CONç;Rl:lÖArIO
PIìO D()(;itllul¡r l¡IDEl

Pnor. N. 406.2"904 * 29281

Un rcspautlttte fìtt utenlío lttnt nu¡nei)

U)t?.o Cirtò tl¿l V¿ttlt¿nu,

Pall¿z.o dcl S lj{lizio

Your ExcellencY,

'l'he congregfition fcrr th$ Doctlinc of thc Faith has receivecl youl cofrespondence of

l5 January 2O0B.ancl io-ruru'*r,200g, in rega|d to^tho oase oI llevcrend'fhom¡¡¡¡ A'

Tnnp¿n¡nn, â'pflefit. ofi y'u' A.chcliocese acÃrl'cd of the sexr¡al n5r¡se of a nrinor' Yor¡r

ISxccllency has aslqed ìhriòongr*fati1¡]i¡.ret"ìtoi¿-t the decision communicnted ro yo' iit

our letter ol'? Attgust 2006 (Prot'N' 406/20tì4 -2!872)'

Afteracarefuireconsiderationofthe:'factsin'thiscasc'thejudgmentgfthe--"-rrninnlÞ¿l in otLr earliet corresponclênce' while thc
Cotrgregation t'emalns m cleclsLl' /tS uurr-rrrru¡rrv*¡v\r rr¡

gravity <rf the clbric'. ttaLooio. is uranifest, this''case cloes not involve a delíclun grqvtus'

because rhe victim *;. ;;;rìh" ug* of lo åtihc'tìm" the immorai acts occurred"I'his cloes

not lessen the culpabillry of Rev. Tre¡aniet., nor yrrur lìxcellency's need to seelc an

approPriate solution'

Therefbreo tlie Cìongrçgation suggests ùat Your lìxcellerrg,v tçply the provisitlns of the

Esse,tial' No,ns, n. 9, and can' 223 $t ¿t¿, prohi-biti'g ;tny public mi'istry' ¡rr nn

indererminate lime. ,uíir*r' i¡un for. u ,p*õi?,;i;;,ü;. clt qezus' tireiaw does nol-Pe'nit the

impositiori ol " 
p*rpJti*i p",irlry in it it. 

'os"' 
'l'he soltrticul suggestecl protects ntitrerts' the

goort ot the Churctr ;*i if- 
";;.íibility 

ofihe ¡'i"tt.liu*"oe in denling with lhese scanclalous

ca$es .1. sexunl utruu.,.'niilts same time, it reflecls the facl that tl're Church must be seen as

å¿n'ti"itt*ti"g the lav" with justicc ancl equrty 
i

. , Grateful lbr ycirrr vigilance in thesc clitlicult rnattcrs' with playerful support and

CONFII}NN'TIAL

B Aprit2009

*

ñ Luis !', Lnnatrta,, S.J'

f itular ArchbishoP of 'I hibic¿r

'SecretarY

fraterual best wishes^ I rem'atn

Yours sincerelY in Christ'

Flis Lixc:ellencY

Most ttev, TimothY M' Ðot'¿N
A rc hdi rt c e s e o,f' Mi lv' a ttk c e

3501 South Lake Drive
Milwaukee, Wl 532'07"09 I ?'

UNITED STATES OT AN{IIRICA
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O¡rrcr or rltp ARcns¡suop

April ì9,2004

His Eminencc Josqrlr Ca¡dinal Ratzinger
Congregation for the Doctúne of tbe Faith
Palazza del S. Uf[rz.io
00120 Va{ican C.ify

Your Eminence:

This correspondence ís concerning the matter olReverend Michael Cha¡les
Benlam. As you will see in the attacìred documentation, he was accused of sexnal abuse

of a minor aud has admitted thal these aìlegalions arp true. He is prepared for whatever
decision the Church will make in his case but is not willing to apply lor voluntary
iaicization.

Given he nature of the alleged and admitted sexual abuse, atong with the serious
abuse ofoilice, t have pondered long and hard lo arrive at an oplnion aboul the mos(
appropriate acdon to l¡e taken. I havernet personally with thevictirn inthis case and

beljeve the ncgative impact lhis abuse has had on his life, even f¡acturing farnily
relationships. In order that justice may be made nranifest and healing of the victim and
{he CtrL.rch rnay proceed, I am askiug that Reverend Michael Ben}ram be dismissed ex

' offcío frorn the clerical state. 
.Whatever 

fiuancial needs he may havc can be negofiated in

' 
jusfice. He is vested in thepension plan and will be cligible for beneJits. He will also be
assisted wi tlt t rsnsition expenses.

lf Ihe judgement of Your Exce llency is that this case sllould proceed to a
dismissal by decree of your Congregation, I would cede io tbat jurigement. Furthermore,
if it is your judgønent that this case sbould proceed thrrough a canonical penal process, I
humbly requcst a dispensation from prescription as well as a sanâlion of ar-ry procodural
eno¡s that may have occurred during the lirne this case was under invesligation. lMhile
only one victim has come forward at this time, tbe ftequency of the admitted offenses and

the young age of the victim a¡e zuch lhat il ís my opinion lhat lhese requests are justified.

I look forward l,o your further instructions i¡ this matter.

With sentiments of deepest esteem,l âm,

Sincerely yours in Cbrist,

+ 1u,a
Mosì Reverend Timothy M. .Dola¡

A¡chbishop of Milwaukee

350ì South l:ke Drivc, P.O, 6oxS?0911, Mlhv¿uk¿e, Wl 51207-Ò912
Þto¡¡¡: (41{)769-1497 . W*s s$r: wwv.ai'clrnril.rrrg
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April 19,2004

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger
Congregation for thel)octrine of the Faith
Palazzo del S. Uffrzio
00120 Vatican City

Your Enrinence:

This correspondence is conceming the matte¡ of Reverend Michael Ch¿ules

Benliam. As you will see in the attached documeutation, he was accused of sexual abuse

of a nrinor ærd has admittcd that these ailegations are true. He is prepared for rvhatever

decision the Church will make ìn his case but is not willing to apply for voiuntaty
laicization.

Given the nature of the alleged and admitted sexual abuse, along with the sel'ious

abuse ofoffice, I have pondered long and hald to arrive at an opinion about the rnost

appropriate action to be taken. I have met personally with the victim in this case and

believe thc negative irnpact this abuse has had on his life, even fracturiug famíly
relationships. In order that justice may be made manifest and healing of the victim and

the Church may proceed, I am asking that Revereird Michael Benham bç dismissed ert

fficio from the clerical state. rWhatover fïnancial needs he may have can be negotiated in
justice. He is vested in the pension plan and will bo eligible for bsneñts. lle will also be

assisted with trznsition expenses.

If the jr.rdgement of Your Excellcncy is that this case should proceed to a
dismissal by decree of your Congregation, I rvould cede to thaf judgement. Fufthermore,
ifit is yourjudgement that this case should proceed through ¿ canonical penal process, I
humbly request a dispensation from prescription as well as a sanation of any procedural

errors that may have occuned during the tirne this case was under investigation. lVhile
only one victim has come forward at this tirne, the fi'equency of the admitted offenses aud

the young age of the victim are such that it is my opinion that these requests are justified,
I look forwarcl to your further instructions in this matter.

With scntiments of deepest esteem, I am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend TimotlyM. Dolau
Archbishop of Milwaukec

,4,D0MCI2727t



Orrrce oF TltE AncuutsHoP

Septenrber 2'l,2004

His Enilcnce Joseph Carclinal Ratzinger
Congregation for the Doctrine of tlie Faith

Palazzo del S. Uffizio
00120 Vatican City

Yonr Eminence:

This conespondence is c<xceming thc matler of Reverend Michael charles

Ben_ham. His case was originally submitted for consideration in April 2004. Enclosed are

copies of the original reqtlest ancl anewly formatted reporting f'orm.

Sinco the subnrission of this case, I have met again with the victim and there have

been protractecl mecliatio¡rs sessions fìnally anìving at au out of coutt settlernent being

paid fulty by the Aichtliocese. As a sigir of repentance, sincc he has admitted the

trulhf"uhress of'the charges, Father Be¡:Ilam has been asked again to submit a request for
voluntarily lai cization.lle refnses to do so. He likewise has refìrsed to ¡¡ake any offer,

even a minor symboüc one, of compensation to the victim, I have recently leanred that,

despite being bounci by precept not to perfomr any public miliistry, he celebrated a

funeral Mass. Hc indicated that he did not seek permissiou for this action hecanse he

lcnew it would be denied.

Fathet Benham is aware that he r",ill never be able to serve in active nrinisûy

again. .4. timcly conclusion to this case would be best for all involvetl'

1}ank you for your consideration in this mattcr' If thcre is anything

fudher that is needed, please do not hesitate to inform me, L look fr:nvard io your further

instructions in this matter.

Vy'itb sentiments of deepest esteem, I am,

Sincerely yours in Cluist,

,-9Þ"^4' \ utÅAÐ U 
^1

Mosf Reverend Timothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukee

l',501 :iouth l-ake- I)rive , PO llox 0i'09ì.2, Nlilwutkcc, wl 53207'09ì2
Plonr: (114)7ó9^l'197 ' Wlu sltt': wwu'.archtniì.org,
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CONGREGÂTTO
PRO DOC:IRINA FIDEI

Kl20 Città del Vatiamo,

Pal¿¿.zo <lcl S. Uffizi¡r

* Angelo A-tuIATO, SD.B

Titular Archbishop of Sila
Secretary

19 luly 2005

201104-20808
Pnur'. N. . ......

(1, r¿t!Ðkltbil. jiâl ,r.ùlio l:ni¡ wum!)

Your Exceliency,

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has received the docnmenfation you

sent regarding the Reverend Michael Charles BENIIAM, a priest of your Arcirdiocese who
has been accused of scxnal abuse of milof$ and concemiRg whom Your Excellency has

requested dismissal from the clerical sfate e.Í qfficio.

After a careful study of the pre$Ênt crise, I wish to infonn you that this Congregalion
is of the rnind thaf Yorr Exceliency should approach Rev. Benham one last time iir ôrder that

he might fieely requcst the glace of a dispensatíon fiom the obligations of the Priesthood,

including celibacy.

Fnrthermore, having also taken into accorurt the fact that since 1.980 no other
accusations of sexual abuse have been brought against the cleric, Your Excellency, a.fter

iraving imposed a.penal femedy on. hint (cf, cm. 1348), may wish to consider allowtng Rev,
IlenJram a li¡nited foun of ministry within the dioceso, This concession woulcl only be

pennissible upon ¿ì favourable ¡rsychoiogicai'ovaluation of the said cleric and such ministry
should not bring ñrrther scancial to the faithful nor risk to minors.

I take this oppofiunity to thank Yorrr Excellency for your attcntiveness in these

difficuit nratters, I relnaín

Sinceloly yours in Chrisl,,ç@

His Excelleucy
The iVlost Revercnd Tímothy I,f, DOI,AN
A'chbishop of Milwaukee
Office of the Archbisliop
3501 South l.ar<'c Drive
lvli hvaul<ee, WI 53207-09 1 2, t.,.S.A.
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Or¡rct oF THt ARcs¡ts¡toP

Prot. No. 207104 '20808
October 20,2005

Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB

Congregation for the Doctdue of the Faith
Palazzo del S. Uffizio
00i20 Vatican City

Your Excellency:

This correspondence is concorning the matter of Reverend Michael Charles

Benham, As you requested, we have approached Father Benham one additional time to

ask that ¡e siek voluntary laicization as a sigl ofrepentance for the repeatecl sexual

abuse of a rninor, offensés which has admitted took place. Once again, he has stated that

he is unwilling to so do.

Given the seriousness of the offe.nses and the length of time over which lhey

occurred, I do not see any way that Father Benham could be resXored to any ministedal

position without grave scandal. As we are al1 aware' assufances fi'otn psychological

àvaluations in the past have not safeguardeci the Church's good nane nor have they

prntected against civii liability.

h this present situation, therefore, I would reiterate my original votum.In order

that justice may be made manifest and healing of the victim and the Church may proooed,

I am askilg thát Reverend Michael Beuham be dismissed ex fficio fr'om the clerical

state. Whalever financial needs he may have can be negotíated in justice, He is vested in

the pension plan ancl will be eligibie for bcnelits. He will also be assisted with transition

expenses.

If the judgement of Your Excellency is that this case should proceed to a

dismissal by decree of youî Congregation, I would cede to that judgement. If it is judged

that an administrative penal prooess would be appropriate, I am prepared to conduct one

upon youl authorization, Given his recent response, I have no reasonable hope that Father

Benham would par"froipate in a penal trial.

Thânk you again for youl consideration of this case and f'or the ongoing ministry

of the Congregation. With sentirnents of deepest esteem, I ant,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Timothy M, Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukee

3501 South Lakc Drivc, PO. Ilox 070912, lvlilwaultee, WI 53207-0912

Puo¡rr: (41'l)7ir9-349l " W::B slrr: www.art:lrmil.org
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Orrtcr oF THE Ancn¡lstloP

February 22,2007

Prot. No. 201/04-20808

Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB
Secretary
Congregaiion for tire Doctrine of the Faith
Púazzo delS. Llffizio
00120 Vatic¿n City

Your Exceilency:

I write again in the matter of Reverend Michael C. Benham. He remains reluctant

to seek voluntary laicization clespite his aclmission of long-tetm sexnal abuse of a minor.

Wliile it is correct that no a<lditiônat victims have made aliegations, the one case that was

reporlecl involved a very young boy, initially agerl 1 i, an<l was protracted Sver a four year

period with rnuttiple sexual assaults.

As previolrsly reported, Father Benham acted in violation of the penal precept

restricting ñittr f.o*-uny public rninistry by presicling at a Funelal Mass. Further reports

have comle in recently uUãut a¿¿itional violations, I have asl<ed Fathcr Benham to address

these conceps and his response is ttre he is living in the "spirit" of the restrictions but

then admits to public celebration of the Euchalist oir a monthly basis and other ministeriai

activity when he is personaliy asked. I'Ie has obviously not taken this whole matter

seriously and will còntinrie to act âs he deems fit regardless of auy action on my part'

The faithfiri who have learned ofthese âctìons on his part are confused and angry.

Bsca¡se 6e has ¡rot mr:ved fi'om the immecliate vicinity of his iast parish assignrneut, the

Çtlnellt pastor is also distraught over these actions. He believes the parish carulot move

toward irealing while Father Benharn does uot observe the restrictions on his ministry.

The suggestion of appointing Father Benham to some form of limited ministry is

thus out of the question. I have been clear and deliberate in assuring the fäithfltl entrustecl

t6 my care that ihere is no priest who has against him a substantiated case of sexual abuse

of a. minor who is functioning in pnestly ministry. Wc relied in the past on the opinion of
psychologìcal experts to assure us t-hat ot'fenders were uot at risk to repeat that behavior;

*ã hut'" seen in ietrospecl how flawed that advise was. Our people have a right to be

assured tltat no offentling clerics are exercising ministry.

l50l South Lake Drive, llO. Box 070912, tulihvauliec, WI 53207-09ì2

PHtlr'lr: ({ 14)769-349/ ' Wr,u sttt : wrvrv'tt'chmiI org
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Father Benham has <lisplayed behavior- in direct clisobedieirce to a penal precept

and has betrayed my conficlenôe that ìre might be able to lead a life of prayer atrd penauce

with no public rniniitry. The Archdiocese Jf Mihvaukee is u¡rder fiscal constraints and to

conti¡rue to have to provide financiai support to an individual who is quite capable of

some fol.¡n of work lut refuses to seek any, is not good stewardship of the resources

entrusted to rrs. It wíll be almost teu years before he is eligible for a pension' I cannot be

accountable to my people and cotrtinue to provide thaÏ level of financial Ôutput to ân

offendin.g cleric.

Therefore, I renew my request that Reverend Michael c' tsenham be dismissed e*

o.ff.cio flonr the clerical state.

IfthejudgementofYoulExoellencyisthatthiscaseshorrldproceedtoa
dismissal by å""i"" of your Co'gregation, Í wo*ld cede to that judgement. If it is judged

that an administrative penat pro"".r.-tuoold be appropriate, I an prepared to conduct one

upon your authorization. Given his recent tesponse' I have no teasouable hope that Father

Benham woulcl pafiicipate in a ponal tlial.

Thank you again fbr your consicleration of this case and for the ongoing tninistry

of the Congregation.

with sentiments of deepest esteem ald prayerful best wishes ,T am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

I t ban¡ ú4 ÞfZ"-
Most Reverend TimothY M. Dolan

Archbìshop of lvli lwaukee

.,-LDOM039413



January i5,2008

Prot. No. 20'710+20808

Most Reverend Arrgelo Amato, SDB
Secretary
Congregation for the Doctríne of the Faith
Palazzo dei S, Uffizio
00120 Vatican City

Your Excellency;

I w¡ite again in the mat{.er of Reverend Michaei C. Benharn. You will ¡ecaU that
he has been asked to seek voluntary laicization multiple times. He refuses to do so and

remains obstinate in that position. Despite his admissìon of long-term sexual abuse of a
minol, he will not Íake this step. While ir is correct that no additional victims have madc
allegations, the one case that was reported iltvolved a very young boy, initially aged I l,
and was prohacted ovei a four year period with multiple sexual assaulls.

As prev.iously reported, Father Benham has acted in violatio¡l of rhe pø'ral precept

restlicting him from any public ministrl by presiding at a Funeral Mass. Further reports

have come ìn about additional violations, such as anointing of the sick a¡d wake services

I have asked Father Benham to acldress these concems and his response is the he is living
in the "spirit" of the restrictions but then admits to public celebration of the Eucharist on

a monthly basis and other ministerial activity when he is personally asked. He has

obviousty nol taken this whole matter seriously and will continue to âôt as he dcems fil
regardless of eury action on my part, His blata¡t disobedience should be a sign of the

character flaws with which we are dealiug. He faiìs to see how his actioos have and do

harrn tlre community of the faithñri.

The faithful who have leamed olthese actions on his part are confused and ang y
Because he has not moved from fte immediate viciniry of his last parish assignrnent, fhe
currenl pastor is also distraught ovor these aclions. He believes the parish camot move
toward healing while Father Benham does rrot observe the restrictions on hjs mÍnistry.

As I noted previously, the suggestion of appointing Father Elenham to somc lorm
of limited rninistry is sirnply out of the question. I have been clear and deliberate in
assuring the faithful cntrusted to my câre that thore is no pnest who has against hirn a

substantiated case of sexua.l abuse of a minor who is functioning in priestly ministry, Our
people have a right to be assured that no offarding clerics are exercising ministry. Given
the assurances put forth by ùe U.S. bishops) aly proposal tìat he minister elsewhere is
also not an option. Wc will not lransfer priests who have sexually abused minors.

ADOM0394t4
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Falher Benham has dispìayed behavíor in direcl disobedience to a penal precept

aod has betrayed my confidence t.hat he nright be ab.le to lead a life of prayer and penance

with no public ministry. The A¡cbdiocese olMilwaukee is urrder dire fiscal constraints aìl

of which can be traced directly to the evil of clergy sexual abuse, To continue to havô to
provide financial sùppor1 to arr individual who is quite capable of some form of work but

¡efuses to seek any, is not good stewardship of the resources entrusted to us. lt will be

almost ten years before he is eligibìe for a pension. I cannot be accountable to my peopJe

and contínue to ptovide that jevel of financial output to an offending cleric' There is a

l¡lalant injuslice when I have to terminate lay employees rvho have done nothing to barm
the Chu¡ch but contiriue to suppof someolte who bas.

Therefore, I rener.r, my ¡equest that Reverend Michael C, Benhalu be disnlissecì e¡-

officio from the clerical state.

If the judgemenf of You¡ Excellency is that this case shot¡ld proceed to a
dismissal by deeree of your Congregatlon,I would cede to that judgement. lf it ìsjudged
lhat ât adminísirative penal process would be appropriate, I an prepared to conducf one
upon your authorizatio¡r. Given his recent res?onse, I have no reasonable hope that Father
Benham wou)d parlicipate in a perul trlal.

Thank you agai:r for your consideration of this case ancl for tlre ongoing minisuy
of the Congregaüon.

Witìr sentiments of deopesl esteem and prayerful best wishes, I am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most R-evererrd Tirnothy M. Dolan
Archbishop o f Milwaukee

ADOMO394T5



ilt

Prot. N. : 20'1 104'26926

LAICIZATION RESCI{PT - UNOFFIç4L TRÄNSLÀTION-^c;õ;àil;rot 
ittu potttlttç of the Faith

Mihvaukee

Father Michael Charles BENHAM

August 27, 2008

The Suprerne Pontiff Pope BenedictXVI

hilving hoard tho opirtiolr of his Erninence tho cardinal Prefect of this cormecation concerning the

sorious acrions oitr.,u,,uåiå i*iö;;¡úvt;' "itil'ï;"ita;"-ut 9¡ir4i1*u'iL"ã 
&til*oukee' usA)'

Ì,,irh the proper cloc'r'#;ï;^ilils beó' se't.iiääü fit änuiåtoition tò be bevond appeal

and not subject to recourse'

has decreed

forthegoodoftheChurchthatthepenaltyofdismíssalfromthoptesbyteratebeinçosed.

ThissarneDreslryterisalsograrrted.adispcnsationfronra]loftlreobligatÌonscorurectedwithsacred
å;d;ih""ä;;;ã*ittttt'"fillowi.gconsideratjon:

The dismissal arrd dispensation take effect at the very moment of the decision of the

Roman Pontiff,

'lhe decree of disruissal ald clispensatiol a¡'e to be comlnunisatcd to the presbyter by the

cornDeront ordinary *d iÏ#th-;il;iñito r"po*iË iltose twç eierneuts' Ir:decd'

[urtlicr, it ca¡.ries with it, ììiråro, as it is necessary,'absolutío¡r from çerìsures'

Noticeofthegrantirrgofthedisnrissaland.dispensationistobeinscribedirrtlre
üfä;i täì.tËi or trtã oïo''"*untiott"<l presbvter's padsh'

with regard to ihc celebrr¡tion of a canonical¡rarriago, tlte norms set down in The code

åi'^ä^Ti" r"w nrust r'ä 
"ppirä¿' 

U::'li:y".,ilXî-î::i:'*d take care that the

itouut t" ¿i**rcetly hauclled without Ponrp or ex

,I.lrescclesiastìcalnul.Jrorily,towhomitlrelongstonotislhepries!shouldeanestly

exhoil hfin to rake n*,ïï'd;î.* älî*l¡."p1"îtão¿, lna.urannçr consorìant with his

ncw rn.de of living, ," îì"rî¿ìr"ï,i.n, ,o',f.ttrui'ti'r¡ä* rti*r-tf I *:Í lovhrg so' of

thc.rurcrr. ¡tt tr.,e samåiffiï;îfrìã; i.,* rr*,,i¿i" i"rorrued of the following points:

a)tlredismissedpreslryterarrtonraiicallylogestherightsproperto.theoleúcal.siate,as
u,ell as eccleslaslto;l dignitics -a'1d 9fr:r1¡s; 

^il 
it- "ó 

loïger bound by the other

åtägotì""t connectecl with thc clerical súte;

b) he renr¿rirrs excluclecl fiorntho exereise-of the sacrcd ministly' with the excoption of

' 
ilrose ft¡nctious "'t"åiåì'äå 

iî *no"t 9?6 .and 
986' $2' and' 'as 

a result' he may ltot

give n homit, no, iîìä.ïrriï ìä'î"rlr 
^ 

,ritr.tiuã åriice in the pastoral fiel<l nor to

ã**." i *" tlte lu nctiot r: fi parocl-rial administrator;

a

J
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c) similarly, he may not discharge 
-any. 

function in seminaries and in equivalent-' 
iúit"tiúr. In otúer institutions-of hþher studies, which are i1 any w-ay whatever

dependeut upon ecclesiastical autlrority, he rnay not exercise a directive functio¡l;

d) in those institutions of higher utoliT which are not dependent upon ecclesiastical

aurhoriry, lr" *rv ãoiìtuih;tt discipline which is properly theological or closely

connected with tho sarte;

e) in irrstitutious of lower studios, which are OtP,ttid"]tt,ll^11,e-cclesiastical authority'

he may ,rot .*"i"ite- *re fmretion of teaching a discipline whioh is properþ

¡reologieal. n ãi""i*r"å and clispensed presdyter is held b:1 the same rule in

i"r"lt¡,îi nuligiui. in a* institution of tlto sarne kind n't dependent upon

ecolesiastical authoritY.

6. .the orclinary of the dismissed presbytø,_ in keeping with required.prudeuce, lnust care

tfrut icandal"not U" given to flìe fai'thful. This-paitoral .care.of the Or<linary is most

ir"po,1ñ iida'ger oiabuse of a minor, aithough romote, is at hand,

7. Notification of the dismissal an<l dispensation call be made either personally or tlrough

an ecclcsiastiruf 
"ototy 

ãtìAough registered mail. The disrnissedpriest ought to retail a

sis¡red coov of nis reóptiorr anã accãptance of this dismissal and dispensation and also

itr";"s"i;iå;, birt if he'¿oes not it does not impede the effect of this decree'

g. Àt an oppoîtune [ime, tho ordinary.is -to 
send a brief repolt to the_corrglegation..o.n- !i9'' ilirldñ¡1 ái tl* noiúication, andj if there is any wonderment on the part of the fhithf,tl

he is to provide a prudent expianation'

A-11 things to the contrary notwithstanding'

From the Offices of the Congregation, Íhe 27th itay of August, 2008'

/s/ V/illiam Card. Lcvada
Prefect

/s/ Aloysius Francis Ladaria, SJ

Titular ArctlbishoP of Thibica
Secretary

Date of notifìcation:

/sl /sl

Signature of presbYtet: as sign of acceptance Signature of Ordinary

AIIOMû3942û



Prot. N. 207104

CoNcnnc¡.uo PRo DocrruwA FIDEI
pimissio e statu clericali ac dispensatio ab oneribus)

MìIvaukiensis

D.nus Michael Charles BENIIAM

Die27 m. Augusti a' 2008

Summus Pontifex Benedictus, Papa XVI

pefpensa relatione huius Congregationis circa gravem agendi rationem supradicti presbyteri

är"hid,ic,ecesis Milvaukiensirþ.ã. Milwaukee, U.S.A,), praemissis praemitten<1is, sgprema

atque inappellabili clecisione nullique recursui obnoxia,

decrevit

pro bono Ecclesiae dimissionem dicto presbytero irrogandam esse"

Eidem presbytero etiam dispensationem concedit ab omnibus oneribus sacrae

Ordinationi conexis iuxta sequentes rationes'

1, Dimissio ac dispensatio vim habent ab ipso momento decisionis Romani Pontifìcis.

2. Dimissionis ac ¿ispensationis Decretum presbytero a cornpetenti Ordinario looi

notifìcetur, cui numquam fai est duo illa elementa seiungere. Idemque insuper secumfert

absolutionem a oensutis, quatenus opus sit.

3. Notitia climissionis ac dispensationis adnotetur in Libris baptizatorurn paroeciae

praeciicti presbyteri.

4. euod attinet si casus ferat, ad celebrationom canonici matrimonii, applicandae sunt

norrnae quae in Codice luris Canonici statuuntur. Ordinarius vero curet ut res caute

peragantur sine exteriore appârâtu,

5. Auctorifas ecclesiastica, cui spectat Decretum praefato sacerdoti notificare, hunc

enixe hortetur, ut vitam Populí Dei, ratione congruendi cum nova eius vivendi condicione,

participet, aetiificationem pi'aestet et ita probunr Ecclesiae fìlium se exhibeat. Simul autem

eidem notum faciat ea quae seguuntff:

ADOM039421



a) presbyter clímissus eo ipso amittit iuro statui clericali propria, dignitates el fficia
ecclesiastica; ceterís abligatìoníbus cum statu clerîcalí conexis non aiplius
adstringitur;
b) exclusus ruanet ab exerciiío secri minislerii, iis exceptis de quibus in can. 976 et
986 S 2 cJC ae propterea nequit ltomiliam hsbere, nec potest fficium gerere
directivum in ønbitu pastorali neve rnunet e administrøloris paroecialii funs¡; 

-
c) item nullum munus øbsolvere potest in Seminsriis et in Instih¿tis aequiparatis, In
aliis Institutis studiorum gradus superioris, quae quocumque modo àependent ab
Auctoritate ecclesiasticø, tnunere directivo vel fficio docendifungi nequit;
d) in alíis vero Institutis studiorum gradus superioris al: AuctorÌlate ecàlesiastica non
de p end ent ibu s null am th e o I o gi cam di s cip I inam tr ader e p otes t ;
e) in Institulis autem studiorunt gradus inferioris tlependenlibus ab Auetoritate
ecclesiøstíca, munere clirectivo vel fficio docendi fungi nequit. Ead.em lege tenetur
presbyter dimissus ac dispensatus in tradenda Religi.one in Instítutís eiusdãm generis
non dependentibus ab Auctoritate ecclesíastica.

6, Ordinarius curet, quantum fieri potest, ne nova condicio presbyteri dirnissi
fidelibus scandalum praebeat. Attamen, si adest periculum minoribus ubut.n¿i, Ordirrarius
potest factum dimissionis necnon causam canonicam divulgare.

7. Notificatio dimissionis et dispensationis fieri potest vel personaliter per notarium
aut ecclesiasticum actuarium vel per "epistulas perscriptas" (rãccomanflçti certiÍìcada,
enregistrée, registered, Eínschreiben), Sacerdos dimissus umrm €xemplar. restituere doiet rite
subsignatum ad fidem receptionís et accoptionis ciusdem dimissionis ac dispensationis ac
simul etiam praecoptorum, quod si non faciat integer manet effectus huius necrãti.

I' Ternpgre autetn opportuno, Ordinarius competens breviter ad Congregationem ile
peracta notificatione referat, et si qua tandem fìdetium admiratio adsit, prudenti ãxplicatione
provideat.

Contrar{is quibuscumque minime obstantibus.

Ex Aedibus Congregationis, die 27 m. Augusti a, 2009

MArn* SÁ)rf" Ksr_rL^__
Guliclmus Cardinalis LEVADA

- Praefbctus

+ ffia,c'/*-*-'^
f,< Aloisius fficiscus LADARLA, S.l

Archiep. titularis Thibicensis
Secretarius

Dies notificationi

Subsignatio Presbyteri in sigrum
acceptionis

Subsignatio Ordinarii

4DOM039422
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Orrrcr oF TI-tE AttctlntsHclP

Septenrber 2'/ ,2004

His Emincnoe Joseph Carc'lìnal .Rtttzinger

Congregation for the Doclnne of the [raith
Pala'¿zo del S. Uffizro
A0120 Vatican City

Yonr Eminence

This cor:resp<tndence is conccming the matter of Reverend Michael Charles

Benham. His case was originally submitied for consideration in April 2004. Encloscd are

copì.es of the original reqttest ancl a neu'ly formatteci reporting tbrm.

Since the submission of this case, I have met again with the victim and there have

Iteen prçtracted mediatiolls sessio¡ls fìnally arriving at atl out of coutt settlernent being
paid fully by the Arclidiocese. As a sign of repentance, sincs he has admitted the

tmthfuhress of'the charges, Father Benham has bcen asked again to submit zr request for
voluntarily laicization. I"Ie refuses to clo so. He likewise has reluse<l to lnake any offer,

evel1 a minor slrnllolic one, of compensation to the victim. I have recently lcarned tlia{,

clespite being bounci by precept not to perf'omr any public ntitiislry, he celebrated a

funeral Mass. He indicaterl that he clid not seek permissiou for this action hecattse he

lcnew it would be denied.

Fathet'Benhaur is alval cr lhat he u,ill never be allle to selrye in active minislry
again. A timcly conclrtsion to thìs case would be best for all involvcd,

'l'hanlt you for your consideration ìn thjs mattcr. If thcre is anything

further that is needed, please do not hesitate to inform ne, I look fr.lrivard io yottr further

instructions in this rnatter.

With sentiments of deepest esteetn, i ant,

Sincerely yours in Cluìst,

1- 1 c,u.a,O

Most Reverend Timolhy M. Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukee

e1

-li:01 :iourlr l-ake, Drivc, PO ilox 0709].2, ìvlìiw¿rrrl<cc, Wl 5-120i-09i.1

Plrcrur: (41'l)/69-,1'i97 " Wru sLtt,: wrvw-atchtniì.org

AÐ(}e{0 11463



April 19,2004

His Eminence Joseph Cardinai Ratzinger
Congregation for the Docfrine of the Faith
Palazzo del S. Uffizio
00120 Vatican City

Your Eminence

This correspondence is concemingthematter of Reverend Michael Ch¿ules

Benham. As you will see in the attached documeutation, he was accused of sexual abuse

of a minor ær<1 has admittcd that these allegations are true. He is prepared for rvhatever

decision the Church will make in his case brit is not willing to apply for voluntary
laicization.

Given the nature of the alleged and admitted sexual abuse, along with tire serious
abuse of ofüce, I have pondered long and hatd to arrive at an opinion about the most
appropriate action to be taken. I have met personally with the victim in this case and

believe thc negative irnpa<;t this abuse has had on his lifc, even fracturing family
relationsirips. In order that justice nay be made tnanifest and healing of the victim and

the Church may procecd, I am asking that Revereird Michael Benham be dismissed ex

officio from the clerical state. Vy'hatever financial needs he may have can be negotiated in
justice. He is vested in the pension plan and will be eligiblc for beuefits. ÊIe will also be
assisted with transition expenses.

If the judgement of Your Excellcncy is that this case should proceed to a
dismissal by decree of your Congregation, I rvould cede to tlrat judgernent. Furthermore,
if it is your judgement that this case should proceed through a canonical penal process, I
humbly request a dispensation from prescription as well as a sanation of any proceclural

errors that may have occuned during the time this case was under investigation. While
only one vjctim has come forward at this time, the fi'equency of the admitted offenses and

the young age of the victim are such that it is my opinion that these requests are justified.
I look forwarcl to your further instructions in this matter.

With scntiments of deepest esteem, ï atn,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukec

AD0M02727{t
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Orrrcr oF TI-tE AttctlntsHclP

Septenrber 2'/ ,2004

His Emincnoe Joseph Carc'lìnal .Rtttzinger

Congregation for the Doclnne of the [raith
Pala'¿zo del S. Uffizro
A0120 Vatican City

Yonr Eminence

This cor:resp<tndence is conccming the matter of Reverend Michael Charles

Benham. His case was originally submitied for consideration in April 2004. Encloscd are

copì.es of the original reqttest ancl a neu'ly formatteci reporting tbrm.

Since the submission of this case, I have met again with the victim and there have

Iteen prçtracted mediatiolls sessio¡ls fìnally arriving at atl out of coutt settlernent being
paid fully by the Arclidiocese. As a sign of repentance, sincs he has admitted the

tmthfuhress of'the charges, Father Benham has bcen asked again to submit zr request for
voluntarily laicization. I"Ie refuses to clo so. He likewise has reluse<l to lnake any offer,

evel1 a minor slrnllolic one, of compensation to the victim. I have recently lcarned tlia{,

clespite being bounci by precept not to perf'omr any public ntitiislry, he celebrated a

funeral Mass. He indicaterl that he clid not seek permissiou for this action hecattse he

lcnew it would be denied.

Fathet'Benhaur is alval cr lhat he u,ill never be allle to selrye in active minislry
again. A timcly conclrtsion to thìs case would be best for all involvcd,

'l'hanlt you for your consideration ìn thjs mattcr. If thcre is anything

further that is needed, please do not hesitate to inform ne, I look fr.lrivard io yottr further

instructions in this rnatter.

With sentiments of deepest esteetn, i ant,

Sincerely yours in Cluìst,

1- 1 c,u.a,O

Most Reverend Timolhy M. Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukee

e1

-li:01 :iourlr l-ake, Drivc, PO ilox 0709].2, ìvlìiw¿rrrl<cc, Wl 5-120i-09i.1

Plrcrur: (41'l)/69-,1'i97 " Wru sLtt,: wrvw-atchtniì.org

AÐ(}e{0 11463



CONGRE,GATìO
PRO DOCIIRIN¡\ F-ID]]I

(9D0 (:¡tLì ¡let V¿tìctro.

li'alazzo <lcl S. Ijffizio

È Angeio AIvIATO, SDB
Titular Archbishop of Sila

Secretary

19 luly 2005

201 04-20808
Pnor'. N.

(lu ¡etlx¡n¡iorc.f¡lnt nentìo hùr nu¿'ti)

Your Excellency,

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the F-aith has received the documenfation you
sent regarding the Reverend Michael Chal'les ßEI\Í{AM, a priest of yoff Arclidiocese who
has been accused of sexual abuse of minof"(ì and concerxing rvhom Your Excellency has
rçqùrested dismissal from the clerical state ¿r officio.

After a careful stucly of the present case, I rvish to infonn you that this Congregation
ìs of the rnind thaf Yorr Excellency should approach ltev. Benham one last time ilr order that
he might iieely requcst the grace of a clispensation íÌom the obligations of the Priesthood
including celibacy.

Fnrtltermore, having also taken ûrto accourt the fact that since 1980 tro other
accusations of sexual abuse have beeu brought against the cleric, Your Excellency, afler
ha.ving imposed a penal remedy on him (cf. c':n. 1348), may wish to consider allowng Rev,
I3enha¡l a lírnited fonn of miuistry within the diocese, This concession woulcl only be
pemrissible upon a favoLlrable psychologic,al 

.evaluation 
of tire said cleric and such ffinistry

shoulcl not bring fil¡ther scancial lo the faithful nor risk to minors.

I take this oppoñuttit¡r to thank Yonr Excellency fot' your attentivelìess in these
clifficult nratters, I rernain

Sincercly yorrrs in flhrist,,@

Hís Exoellency
The Þlost ILevenend Timothy N1t" DOI,AN
A'chbishop of Milwaukeo
Offrce of the Arohbisirop
3501 Srruth l-akc Drivc
Ìvf ihvaukee. Wl 53207-0912, Il.S.A.

AÐûtv{{}r r461
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Prot. No.207104 -20808
October 20,2045

Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB
Congregation for the Doctrtue of the Faith
Palazzo del S. Uffizio
00120 Vatican City

Your Excellency:

This correspondence is conoerning the matter of Reverend Michael Charles

Benham, As you requested, we have approached Father Benham one adclitional time to

ask that lre seek vohuttary laicizalíon as a sign ofrepentance for the repeateci sexual

abuse of a minor, offenses wliich has admitted took place. Once agaiu, he has stated that

he is unwilling to so do.

Given the seriousness of the offenses and the length of time over which they

occurred, I do not see any way that Father Benham could be reslored to any ministerial

position without grave scandal. As we are al1 aware, assurances fi'orn psychological

èvaluations in the past have not safeguarded the Church's good n¿ilne nor have they

plotected against civil li ability.

¡r this present situation, therefore, I would rci|eraïe my original votum.In order

that justice may be made manifest and healing of the victim and the Church may prooeed,

I am asking that Reverend Michael Belham be dismissed ex ofrtcio fi'c¡m the clerical

state. Whatever finançial needs he may have can be negotiated in justice. He is vested in

the pension plan ancl will be eligible for benefits. He will also be assisted with fransition

expenses.

If the judgement of YouÏ Excellency is that this case should proceed to a

dismissal by ãecree of your Congregation, I woukl cede to that judgement' If ít is judged

that an administraiive penal process would tre appropriate, I am prepared to conduct one

upon your authorization, Given his recent ïesponse, I have no reasonable hope that Father

Benham would participate in a penal trial.

Thank you again for youl oonsideration of thís case and fìlr the ongoing ministry
of the Congregation. With sentiments of deepest esteem, I an1

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukee

.3501 South ì,akr: Drivc, Plf. Ilr:x 070917., Milwaultee, WI 53207 0912

Puo¡lr: (4 1'l) 7ó 9 - 3 49/ - W¡Lr slr¡: wrru'.arr:lrrnil, org"

AD(}M{}39411
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Orntcr oF THE AttcHl¡tsuoP

February 22,200'7

Prot. No. 201104-20808

Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB
Secretary
Congregaiion for the l)octrlne of the Faith
Palazzo del S. LTffizio
00120 Vatican City

Your Excellency:

I wríte again in the matter of Reverend Michael C. Benham. lle remains reluctant

to scek voluntary laicization clespite his aclmission of long-term sexual abuse of a minor.

While it is corect that no arlditional victims have made allegatious, the one case that was

reportecl involved a very young boy, initially ageci 1 1, ancl was protracted over a four year

period with mLrltiple sexuai assaults,

As previogsly reported, Itather Benh¿rn acted in violation of the penal precept

rcstricting him frorn any public mirristry by presicling at a Funeral Mass. Further r-eports

have come in recently about additional violations, I have asked Father Benham to address

these concerns and his response is the he is livìng in the "spit-it" of the restrictions but

then admits to public celebration of the Euchar-ist on a monthly basis and other ministerial

activity when he is personally asked. I-Ie has obviously not taken this whole tnatter

senousiy and will continue to act as he deems ht regardless of any action on my part.

The faithfirl who have learned of these actions on his part are confuserl and angry

Becalse he has not moved fi'om the immecliate vìcinity of his Ìast parish assignmeut, the

c¡nerrt pastor is also distraught over these actions. He believes the parisb cannot move

toward healirrg while Father Benharn does not observe the restrictions on his rninistry.

The suggestion of appointing Father Benham to some f,orm of limited rninistry is

thus out of the question. I have been clear and dsliberate in assuríng the fäithfrtl entnistecl

tr: my care that there is no priest who has against him a substantiated case of sexual abtlse

of a minor who is functioning in pnestiy ministry. We relied in the past on the opinion of
psychological experts to assnre us t-hat ol'fenders were ttot at risk to repeat that behaviorl

we have seen in retrospect how flawed that advise was. Om people have a right to bc

assured that no offendmg cierics are exercisìng rnìnistry-

l50l South Lakc f)Live, I1O. Rox 07A912, ñlihvaukec, WI 53207 0912

1'Htxt: ({ !4)769,'349 / ' Wt u stl ¡r rvlw,rtlchmìL.org

/tÐûl\{039412
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F'ather Be¡ham has displayed behavior in rlirect clisobeclience to a penal precept

and has betrayed my conficience that he might be able to lead a life of p|ayer and penatrce

with no piùlit rninistry. The A¡chdiocesc of Milrvaukee is under fiscal constraints and tcr

continue to have to próvide hnancial support to an tndividual who is quite capzrble of

some fo¡n of work bttt refitses to seek any, is not good stewardship Of the resources

entrusted to ns. It r.vill be a¡nost ten years before he is eligible for a perrsion. I cannot be

accountable to my people an<1 continue to provide that Ìevel of financial output to an

offending cleric.

Therefore, I renew my ïequest that Reverend Michael fl. Benham be dismissed e¡

fficio flotl the clerical statc.

If the judgement of Your Excellency is that this case should proceed to a

dismissal by decr ee of yout' Congregatiou, I would cede to that judgement' Tf ii is j udged

that an administrative penal process ',vould be appropriatc' I am prepared to conduct one

upon yorï ar.rthorizatidn. Gìven his recent resporlse, I have no reasouable hope that Father

Benham woulcl parlicipate in a penal triai'

Thank you again f'or your consicleration clf this case aud for the ongoing rninistry

of the Congregation.

With sentiments of deepest esteem and prayerful best wishes, I am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+ | h^Å,ù d^4 'Þfz*
Most Reverend TimothY M. Dolan

Archbishop o f IVIi lwaukee

AD0e40394t 3



LA.TCIZATION RE S CI{PT - UN OFFI 94L TRANST'ATTON"*b;;;;È;ilr* the Doctrine of the Faith

til

Prot. N.: z}i104-26926

and not subject to tecourse,

Roman Pontiff

Mihvaukee

Father Michael Charles BENHAM

August 27, 2008

The Suprerne Pontiff Pope Benedict >CVI

has decreed

lråvinsheardtheopinicrrrofhisErnirroncetlieCarrlinalPtefcctofthisCongregalionconcerningthe
seriou! acfons oi trr* or,äiå *itir¿ pr*$vter "liËï;-il;-t**- 

g rt'rii*u'itt"é lltittaukee' USA)'

with ttre pïopcr ¿ooorrru,î*ìi*n-il^"iirg t,.än ,*,ri',i,ìiffiäilä 1il änal á"cision tò be bevond appeal

forthegoodoftheChurohtiratthepenaltyofdismissalfromthepresbyteratebeimposed.

Thissamepresbyterisalsograrrted'adispensationfronralloftlreobligationsconrrectedwithsacred
åÏdJíin "';;;-d 

* iît tr't 
" 

foilo w i' g c ons i de rati on :

l. The dismissal and dispensation take effect at the very moment of the decision of the

2.Thaclecreeofdisrrrissalandtlispensalionaretobecommunicatedttrtlrcpresbyterbythe
cornpelcrrt clr¿inary"inääj["¡u* ù" ,igrri io r"ptrat" those fwo eletnç'ts' Irrdccd'

fuÏthoro it ua¡'nes *ittt ii ilt;l';t as it is 
"Jc*ssuty' 

absolutio¡r from censutes'

3. Notice of the grantir¡8 of the d:lt::t and dispensaiion is to be inscribed in tire

baptismal register of thã aforemenfionecl presbyter's parish'

4.Withregard(oilrecelebr$tionot.acanoniealnrarriage"tltonornr$setdowninTheCode
of canon t¿w n,,J be ,rpprietl. Trr- däüö, oq,u.,,utr' should take çare that the

matter be discrectlff't*ir"it'*itl"out ponìp or cxternal display'

5.,l,lreecclesiasticalauthority,trr-rvhrlqrit,lrelongs..tonotifythepriestslrtlrrldcarrreslly
exhorr 

'iru 
ro r*lr* iîìi-i,i ílie rife of rjre piåpl-ir c"Í, id,1,lt:.lter 

co'so¡rant with his

newlrrtrdeoftiving,trlgiveedifrcariun,.nu.lt.trustoslrowhimselfamostluvirrgsorrof
rhe crrurch. ,,\rilr;åarn;tirne, rrowever, ffï;äidi*i"ro***¿ of the followins points:

a)tlledismíssedpreslrylerartt0n]âl.icallylosestherightspropeltotheclericalstate,as
well as eccres'iasticil rtignitics-u,r¿ o?ît"ãtril it ,to t*g"t bound by the other

obtigations corurectecl with thc clerical state;

b) he renr¿rilrs excluticcl fioirr tlrc exercise of the sacred ministty, with the exception of

th'se ft¡nctir¡r¡s mt:nti'ired irr auno*'ä7i u"¿-ggà, $-2, ancl,-as a result' he may .ot

givc a t,r*iry",rär:ïu ï;;bì; to holcl-i äiì""t*å åmóe in thc pastoral field nor to

ão*ir i *,, tirc lir nction u I paro chia l admini strator;

Ar)0M(}394\9
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c) similarly, he may not discharge 
-1ny- 

function in ser:rinaries and in equivaient
' i*tiurtiäus. In other institutionJof hþher studies, which are fn any w-ay whatever

ã"f",ta"uiupon ecclesiastical autlioriry, he rnay not exercise a directive functio';

d) iri those institutions of higher studies which are not dependent upon ecclesiastical

authority, he may "oiì.à"ï 
un' Jiscipline which is proþerly theological or closely

connected with the sarne;

e) in irrstitutious oll iower studies, Which are clcpendettt upon.ecclesiastical authotity'

he may nal exer:cise the furreticln of teaching a discipline which is properly

;i;;i;di.-î. n ¿isÑss"¿ anil.ilispensed presbyter is held bv t¡e same rule in

t*rLitig Tteligio* i* a^ institution of hro sarne kjrrd not dependent upon

ec0lesiastical authority.

'fho orclinary of the dismissed presbyter, in keeping with required.prudence, rnust care

rh;; d¡;i'not be given to the fai"t¡nrl. This-paãtoral .care" 
of the Orclinary is most

."p"rtt"t if danger of abuse of a mino¡ although remote, is at hand'

Notification of the dismissal and dispensation can be mado either personally or through

an ecclesiastical notaiy oi th.ough registered mail. The dismissedpriest ought to retain a

;igr;l;;¡y of his reðeptiun u"ã,u".ãptance of this dismissal and clispensation and also

i,i;;c"toñ;11s, b¡t if he'does not it does not impede the effect of this decree'

At an upportune time, the ordinary is 1o sen<l a brief repofi to the_corrgregatio"..ol- lil
ilpl-fiã;;ilir notífo"tioq andiif there is any wonderment on the part of the fhìthfli1

he is to provide a prudent explanation'

Alt thìngs to the conflary notwithstanding'

From the Offices of the Congregalion, theZ7th day of August, 2008

/s/ V/illíarn Catd. Levada
Prefect

/s/ Aloysius Francis Ladaria, SJ

Titular ArchbishoP of Thibica
Secretary

Date of notifica

lsl lsl
Sígnature of presbYter: as sign ofacceptance Signaflrre of Ordinary

,aIXltvt{}3942t



CONCREGAT'TO PN.O DOCTRINA FTNBT
(Dimissio e statu clericali ac dispensatio ab oneribus)

Prot. N. 207104

Mílvaukíensts

D,nus Michael Charles tsENIIAM

Die27 m. Augusti a' 2008

S¡rmrnus Fontifex Benedictus, Papa XVI

perpensa relatione huius Congregationis circa gravem agendi rationem supradicti presbyteri

à."hidio"."ris Milvaukiensis (v.d. Milwaukee, U.S.A.), praemissis praemittendis, suprema

atque inappellabili clecisione nuliique recursui obnoxia,

decrevit

pro bono Ecclesiae dimissionem dicto presbytero irrogandam esse"

Eidem presbytero etiam dispensationem concedit ab omnibus oneribus saclae

Ordinationi conexis iuxta sequentes rationes.

L Dimissio ac dispensatio vim habent ab ipso momento decisionis Romani Pontifìcis.

2. Dimissionis ac dispensationis Decretum presbytero a competenti Ordinario loci

notifìcetur, cui numquam fas est duo illa elementa seiungere. Idemque insuper secumfert

absolutionem a censuris, quatenus opus sit'

3. Notitia climissionis ac dispensationis adnotetur in l,ibris baptizatorum paroecrae

prneclicti presbyteri.

4, Quod attinet si casus ferat, ad celebrationem canonicí matrimonii, applicandae sunt

nonnâe quae in Codice luris Canonici statuuntw. Ordinarius vero curet ut res caute

peragantur sine exteriore appffâttl,

5. Auetoritas ecclesiastica, cui spectat Decretum praefato sacerdoti notificare, hunc

enixc hortetur, ut vitam Populi Dei, ratione congruendi cum nova eius vivendi condicione,

participet, aedificationem praestet et ita probum Ecclesiae fìlium se exhibeat. Simul autem

eidem notum faciat ea quae seguuntur:

AI)()M039421



a) presbyter dimissus eo ipso amittit iura statui clericali propria, dignitates et fficiaecclesiastica; ceteris obligationibus cum std.tu clericali 
"orui, non amptius

adstlingitur;
b) exclusus manet ab exercitio sacri mhtisterii, iis exceptis de quibus in can. gZ6 et
986 S 2 CJC ac propterea nequit homiliam habere, nec pàtest fficium gerere
directiw¿m in ambitu pastorali neve rnunere administratoris pàroecialii funs¡;c) item nullum munus absolvere potest in Seminariis et in Instil;¿tis aiqu$øratis, In
aliis Institutis studiorum gradus superioris, quae quacumque modo àepenctent ab
Auctoritate ecclesiastica, munere directivo vel fficio rloceniifungi. nequii;
d) ìn aliis vero Institutis studiorum gradus superioris ab Auctorüãte ecilesiastica ruon
dependentibus null am theologicam cliscip linam tradere potes t ;
e) in Institutis autem studiorum gradus inferíoris rlependentibus ab Auctoritqte
ecclesiastica, mLtnere clirectivo vel fficio do,eendi.f"rsi nequit. Ead,em lege lenetur
presbyter dimissus ac dispensatus in tradenda Retigioie in institutis e¡usdãm geneTis
non dependentibus ab Auctoritate ecclesiastica.

6. Ordinarius cutet, quantum fieri potest, ne nova condicio presbyteri dirnissi
fidelibus scandalum praebeat. Attamen, si adest periculum minoribus ubìt"n¿i, ordinarius
potest factum dimissionis necnon causam canoniõam divulgare.

7. Notificatio dimissionis et dispensationis fieri potest vel personaliter per notarium
aut ecclesiasticum actu3num vel per "epistulas persciiptas" (riccoman¿an) ce,itfrcada,
enregistrée, registered, Einschreiberu)" Sacerdos dimissus unum exemplar. restituere de"bet rite
subsignatum ad fidem receptionís et acceptionis eiusdem dimissionis ac dispensationis ac
simul etiatn praeceptorum, quod si non faciàt integer manet effectus huius Decreti.

8, Tempore autem opportuno, Ordinarius competens breviter ad Conglegationem rle
peracta notificatione referat, et si qua tandem fìrlelium admiratio adsit, prudeãti Ëxplicatione
provideat.

Contrartis quibuscumque minime obstaritibus.

Ex Aedibus Congregationis, die 27 m. Augusti a, 200g

Mll,n,* CÅlù (ø,-r*)*-
Gulielmus Cardinalis LEVADA

- Praefbctus
t//'/' l7u'o'y''-6"^

x< Aloisius fficiscus LADARLA, S.I.
Archiep, titularis Thibicensis

Secretarius

Dies notificationis

Subsignatio Presbyteri in sigrrum
acceptionis

Subsignatio Ordinarii
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Ant;rtptcl op MrwRur<ln
0¡rrcr oF TrtE Attclt¡tsttot

July 15, 2003

His Eminence Josoph Cardinal Ratzinger
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
Piazza del S. Uffizio i I
00193 Rome,Italy

Your Eminence

In accord with the nofirrs af Sacrq¡nentortnn sanctítatis tr.úela,I am submitting for
your consíderation the case of a priest of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Reverend
Daniel Budzynski has becn accused of sexual abuse of minors, The summary of these
allegations is.enclosed- Father Budzynski has admitted that rnultiple acts of ssxual assault
occurred.

Over the years, effofis were made to provide spirifual and psychological
intervcntions that would rehabilitate Father Budzynski. Although he was in therapy for
decades, he continued to re-offend. There was some concerrl that his abusive behavio¡
may have been triggered by alcoholism. However, even after achieving sobriety through
a residential trcatment program, hc abused again. When it became clear that he could not
be entrusted with a parochial assignment, it was thought that a non-par<lchíal assigrunent
might be possible. With our cur¡ent understancling of the rralure of his condition, it is
clear that he will never bs able to assumc any public minishy.

As we have reviewed the various filcs, it is clear that he consistently abused his
office both to gain acc€ss to vulnerable boys and to elicit tlie trust of their parents. Both
in his paroclúal assignments and in his campus ministry positious, he found opporlunities
to alruse lús office in a flagrant and repetitive fashion. In at lcast one instance, he was
simultaneously engaged in sexual activity with a youûg boy and his mother and her
femalo friend. He has exhibited no remorse for these serious offences. His only remorse
seems to be that he camot clo everything he wants to do because of the restrictions piaced
on him.

The irnpact on his various victims has been significant, The Archdiocese of
Milwaukee has yei to sven locate all of fhe potential victims that cotrld come fbrward for
assistance. Our new found awareness of the severity of damage caused by sexual abuse at

the hands of clergy makes it impossible for us to ignore this situation.

350i Soutli Lake Drive, PO. tlox 070912, Milwaukee, WI 51207-09I2
Pnorur: 14l4ì769-i4q7 ' Wpn ctrp- t¡¡"rorrrhnril nrø
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His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger
Congregatíon for the Doctrine of the Faith

page2

As viotims orgatuze and become more public, the potential for true scandal is very
real.

Given the nature and frecluency ofthe alleged and a<lmitted sexual abuse, along
with the senoüs abuse of office, I have pondered long and har<l to arrive at an opinion
about the most appropriate action to be taken. In order that justice may be made manifest
and heaiing of the victims and the Church may proceed, I am asking that Reverend
Daniel A. Budzynski be dismissed ex fficio from the clerical state. Whatever financial
needs he may have can be provided for from the pension fund.

If the judgemcnt of Your Emincnce is that this casc shoulci proceed to a disrnissal
by decre e of youl Congregation, I would cede to that judgement. Furthemrore, if it is
your judgement that this case should proceed through a canonical,penal process, I hurnbly
request a dispensation f¡om prescription as well as a sanation ofanyprocednral errors
that rnay have occurred during the years this case was under investigation, The severity
of the offenses is such that it is my opinion that these requests are justiñcd.

I look forwarcl to your flirther ínstructions ìn this matter

With senti¡ncnts of cleepest esteem, I am,

Sincerely yours in Ch¡ist,

\ I t-t-^^,a

Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of lt{ilwaukee
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NAME: Daniel Aloysius Budzynski
AGE:71
ADDRESS

St. Francis, WI 53235

ASSIGNMENT IIISTORY: Presbyteral Orders - May 26,1956
Assistant -- St. Helen Pansh (Milwaukee) - June 26,1956
Assistant - St, Mary Parish (Menornotree F-alls, WI) - Septerrrber 21, 1961

Assistant - St. Hedwig Parish (Milwaukee) - July 72, 1962
Assistant - St. Joseph Parish (West Allis) - July J, 1965
Assistant - St, Paul Parísh (Milwaukee) - July 6, 1966
Associate Pastor - St. Casimir Parish (Milwaukee) - June 17, 1969
Associate Pastor * St. Rernadette Parish (Milwaukee) - September 28, l9l I
Associate Pastor - St. Peter Clavel Parish (Sltcboygan, WI) * Novembcr 14, 1972
Leave of Absence - Seplernber 14, 1973
Associate Pastor * St. Joseph (Wauwatosa, WÐ - March 4,1914
Leave of Absence - May 1, 1976
Campus Ministry * Diocese of La Crosse - August l,1976
Sick Leavc - January 21, l9ïz
Pastoral Tearn - St. Patrick (whitewater, WI) - September 1, 1982
Awaiting Assignment- June 28, 1983

Associatc Pastor - St. Louis Parish (Caledonia, Wt) - June 19, I9B4
Pastor - St" Louis Pa¡ish (Caledoda, WI) - September 4, 1984
Chaplain '_ St. F'rancis of Assisi Convent (Milwaukee) - October 19, 1987

Chaplain - Villa Clement Health Center (West Allis, WI) - October 15,1992
Retired -. May 31, 1994

DECREES ISS{JED:
}l4ay 25, 1995 -- Precept issued with the following restrictions:

1) To refrain Ílom all contact with minors;
2) To cea"se until further notice all public ministry including the celebration of Eucharist;
Eucharist may be celebrated in a private setting alone or with only another púest or
priests in attendance; the celebration of any other sacraments will require explicit
permission <if a local ordirìtry in each case;
3) 'fo avoid all places and situations that, from past experience, have been occasions of
serious terlptation in the area of scxual morality;
4) Until further notice the faculty to liear confession is revoked.

May 7 ,2001 - Above precept renewed
February 3, 2003 - Actditional restdctions added to precept as fi¡llows:

1) No public presentation of self as a priest by garb or designation
2) No access to Semin¿ry buildings

INVESTIGATION PIìOCES S :

hr the past, several repofis of sexual abuse of u-ri¡rors were adlnitted to by Budzynski. He
was told to seek counseiing. ln l9BZ he was seirt to a resídential trealnent f'acility for
alcohol abuse. Ilis psycho-sexual problems were also acldressed in that context-
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Irr February 1994, a three-person team of psychological ancl crimi¡ral experts rvas

established to explore a new allcgation that had arisen. in the interviews with this
investigative team, the aocused a<lrnitted not only some of the alleged incidents but also

factually described and admitted to multiple others. These admissions were supported by
various letters and entríes in his persomrel file . Of the following allegetl delicts, the

rnajority are trased orr the accused's own admission.

CIRCLIIVÍ STANCES OII AILEGED DELiCT(S ) :

DATE OF ADMISSION; Iiebnrary 1994

DATE OF ALLIIGED ACT(S): 1966

NAMES OF INJURED PARTY:
PRESENT AGE OF.AT,LBGED VICTIM: 50
CENDEIì 01ì ALLEGED VICTIM: Male
NATURE OF THË OFFEN$E:

KIND: Genital fondling
NUMBER: Several times
SURROUNDING EVEN'I'S: Daniel Budzynski served as assistant pastor

and wa.s able to use his officc to gain access

to the alleged victinr's trust; took hírn on a
carnping h'ip

DATE OIr ADMISSION: February i994
DATE OF AILEGED ACT(S): 1966
NAMES OF INruRED PARTY: (Last uame not recalled)
PRESENT AGE OF'ALLEGED VICTM: 50 /

GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTI\4; Male
NATTIIìE OF THE OFFENSE:

KIND: Improper touching
NIIMBER: One
S{JRROUNDhIG EVEN'I'S: I¡rcident occtured orl sarne carnping trip

noted above

I)ÂTE OF ADMISSION: February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1966-69 (Exact rlates not recallerl but place of

assigrunent provides an
approximation)

NAMES OF INJURED PARTY;
PRIISEN'I AGII OF ALLEGED VICTIM: 41-50
GEM)ER OF ALLEGED VICTIM: MaIC
NA'IURE OF THE Oþ-FENSE:

KIND: Genital fondling, mutual mashrrbation, sharing pornoglaphy
MJMBEI(: Several times
SURIìOLTNDIÀIG EVENTS: Daliel Budzynski was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parìsh; he had parenls'
permission to take him on camping tr-ips
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DATE OF ADMISSION: February 1994

DATE OF ALI-EGED ACT(S): Ig66-69 (Exact dates not recallecl but place of
assigrunent provides an
approximation)

NA.MES OF TNNIRED PARTY
PRIISENT AGE OF ALI-EGI]D VICTIM: 47-50
GENDER OF AJ.I.EGED VICTIM: Male
NATIIRE OF THE OFF-ENSE:

KIND: Genital fondling
NUMBER: Several times
SLIRROLINDING EVBNT'S: Daniel Eludzyiski was associate pastor at the

alleged victi¡r-r's parisli; he had parents'
permissi<ln to take him on camping trips;

DATE OF ADMISSION: February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED AC'I(S): 1966-69 (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assigmncnt providcs an
approximation)

NAMES OF'INJURED PARIIY; (brother of above)
PRESENT AGll OF ALLEGED VICTIM: 47-50
GENDER OF 

^tl,EGED 
VICTIM: Male

NATIIRE OF THE OFI-ENSE:
KIND: Clenital fondiing
NUMBER: Several times
SITRROUNDING EVENTS: Daniel Budzynski was associate pastor at the

alieged victim' s parish

DATE OF ADMìSSION: Febmary 1994
DATE O¡- ALLEGED ACT(S): 1966-69 (Exact clates not recalled but place of

assignment provides an
appr oxirnation)

NAMBS OF INJI-IRED PARTY: (brother of above)
PRESENT AGE OF AI".I,EGED VICTIM: 49-52
GENDER OF ALI,EGED VICTM: Male
NATURE OF THE OFFENSE:

KIND: Genital fbndling; mutual urasturbation
N{JMRI1R: Several tirnes
SIIRROLINDING EVENTSj: Daniel Rudzynski was associate pastor at the

' alleged victim's parish
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DATE OF ADMISSION: February i994
DAI'E OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1966-69 (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assignment provides an

approxirnation)
NAMES OF INIUITED PA-TI'TY

PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM: 48-51
GENDER Ol- ALLEGED VICTM; Male
NATURE OF THE OFFENSE:

KIND: Genital f'ondling
NLIMBER: Several times
SU'RROTINDING EVENTS; Darricl Bucizynslci was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parìsh

DATE OF ADMISSION; February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1966-69 (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assigrunent provides an
approximation)

NAMES OIr INIURED PARTY: (brother of above)
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGtsD VIC1 iM: 45-48
(IENDER OF AT,LEGED VICTIM:Malc
NATURE OF ]'FIE OIìFENSE:

KIND: Genital fbndling; rnutual masturbation
NUMBER: Several times
SIJRROII{DING EVENTS: Daniel Budzlmski was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parish

DATE Olì ADMiSSION: February 1994
DATE OIì AILEGED AC'[(S): 1.966-69 (Exact datos not recalled but place of

assigrunont provides an
approxirnation)

NAMES OF INTURED PAR|Y:
PRESENT AGE OF' ALLEGED VICTM: 48-5 I

GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM: Male
NATTII{E OF TFIE OFFENSE:

KIND: Genital fondiing
NUMBEI{: Several times
SURROUNDiNG EVENTS: Daniel Butlzynski was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parish
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DATE OF ADMISSION: F'ebruary 1994
DATE OF ATLEGED ACT(S): 1966-69 (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assignment provídes an
approximation)

NAMES OF INIURED PARTY (Last name not recalled)
PRESENT AcE OI"- ALI-EGED VICTIM: 47-50
GENDER OF AI-LEGËD VICTM: MAIe
NATTIRE OFTHE OFh-ENSE:

KINÐ: Genital fondling
NI-I-MBER: Several times
SLIRROLTÄIDING EVEN'IS: Daniel Budzynski was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parish

DATE OF ADMISSION: February I 994
DArE oF ALLEGED ACr(s): te66-6e (H,i*tr 

ii:;:å:T:ibur 
prace of

approximation)
NAMES OI.'INIURED PAR:
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM: 47-50
GBNDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM; MAIC
NATLTRB OF' THE OF Þ-ENS E:

IüND: Genital fondling
NLIMBER; Several times
SURROUNDING EVE¡,ITS: Daniel Budzynski was associate pastor at the

alleged victirn's parish

DATiI OF ADMISSION: February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1966-69 (Exact clates not recalled but place of

'àssignment provid es an
approximation)

NAMES OF INITIR-ED PARTY: (l.ast name not recalled)
PRESENT AGE OF- ALLEGED VICTIM: 48*51
GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM; MaIe
NATURE OF'THE OFFENSE:

Iillr{D: Genital fondling
MIMBER: Scveraltimes
SURROLIhì"DING EVEN'IS: l)aniel Budzynslci was associate pastor at thc

allcged victim's parish; he tooh special care
of the boy's invalid mother; took him on
camping kips; on one occasion said Mass
with the boy the following rnoming afler
sexuai contâct
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DATE OF ADMISSION: February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1966-69 (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assignment provides an
approximation)

NAMES OF D'IILIRED PARTY: (Last narne not recalled)
PRESËNT AGE OF'AILEGED VIC'I'IM: 4B-51

GENDEI{ OIì ALLEGED VICTM: MaIe
NA'|URB OF ]'HE OIIFENSE:

KIND: Gerútal fòndling
NIIMBEI1: Several times
SURROLINDING EVENTS:Daniel Budzyrtski was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parish; took him on
camping trips; on one occasion said Mass
with the boy the following moming after
sexual contact

DA'|E OF ADMISSION: February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S); 1966-69 (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assignment provides an
approximation)

NAMES OF INIUITED PARTY:
PRESENT AGE OF AI,LEGED VIC'IIM:46-49
GENDER OF ALI,EGI]D VICTIM: MAIe
NATIIRE OF THE OFFENSE:

KIND: Genital fonrlling; oral sex
NIJMBLIR: Several times
SUI{ROU'NDING EVEI'{TS:Daniel Budzlaeski was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parish; took him on
camping trips; also had sexual relations with
the boy's mother and irer fiiend; boy

to report
August
incident

and apology
came
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DATE OF ADMISSION: February 1994
DATE OF AILEGED ACT(S): 1969:/l (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assignment providcs an

approximation)
NAMES O]ì INIIJRED PARTY:
PRESENT' AGE 01, ALLEGED VICTIM: 48-49
GENDER OI, AILEGED VICTIM:MAIC
NAT{-,TTE OF THE OFI"ENSE:

KIND ; Gcnital f'onclling; muftral rrr asfurbation
NTIMBER;5or6times
STIRROIINDING EVENTS: Daniel Budzynski was associatc pastor at the

alleged victirn's parisfu look the boy on a
camping trìp; frequently had him come to
the rcctory; suppliecl hi¡n with pomography

DATE OF ADMISSION: Irebruary 1994
DATE OF AlI-EGED A.CT(S): 1969-71 @xact dates not recalled but place of

assignment provides an
approxirnation)

NAMES OF INJIJRED PARTY: (Last narne not recalleri)
PRESENT AGE OF ALI,EGED VICTIMI47.48
GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM: Malc
NATLIRE OF THE OFFENSE:

IflND: Genital fondling
NÏJMBER: Severaltimes
,SIJIìROTINDING IIVENTS: Daniel Budzy,nski was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parish; took him on
camping trips

DATE OF AI)MISSIOI.I: Febnrary 1994
DATE OF AI-LEGED ACT(S): 1969-7i (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assignment provides an
approximation)

NAMES OF INNIRED PARTY: ffi
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM: 45-46
GENDEI{ OF ALLEGED VICTIM: MaIe
NATIIRE OF TI{F, OI'-FENSIì;

I{IND: 'I'ook nude photographs of the boy irr a sexually compronrised
position with his brothcr

NUMREI{: Once
SURROIJNDINC EVIjN'I'S: L)aniel Ëudzl'nksi was associate pastor at the

allegcd victim's parish
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DATE OF ADMISSION: February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1969-71(Exact dates not recalled br-rt place of

assignment provides an

approximation)
NAMES OF INJURED PARTY: (brother of above)
PRESEN'| AGE OIr ATLEGED VICTIM: 47
GENDER OII AILEGÐD VIC,TIM: MAIC

NATURN OF THE OFIIBNSE:
KIND: Took nude photographs of the boy in a sexually cornpromised

position with his brother
NUMBER:Once
SURIÌOLINDING tsVÊNTS: Da¡riel tsudzynksi was associate ¡rastor at thc

alleged victim's parish

DATE OF'ADMISSION; February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1.971-'12 @xact dates not recalled but place of

assignment provides an

NAMES oF INruRED 
'ART. 

approximation)

PRESENT AGE OF ALLBGED VICTIM: 49
GËNDER OF ALI,EGE.D VICTIM: MaIE
NATL]RD OF'I'HE OF-FENSB:

KIND: Mutrral genital fon<lling
NIJMIIER: Once
SLIRIìOLt'{DING EVENTS: came to Daniel Budzrmski after

was t¡rhen into ttre

DA'|E OF ADMISSIONT February 1994
DATE OF A-I-LEGED ACT(S): l97l-72 (Exact dates not recallerl but place of

assignment provirles an
a¡rproximation)

NAMES OF INTURED PARITY:
PRTiSENT AGE OF ALI,EGED VIC'ITM: 45
GENDER OF' ALI-EGED VICTIM: Male
NAI'URE OF THE OF-FENSE:

KIND: Genital fonclling
NLIMBER: Oncc
SURRO{JNDING EVEN'|S: Daniel lìudzynksi was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parish; allowed boy to stay
overnight at the rectory when thç other
priest was gone; event was circulate<l among
parents at the parish; fuclibishop Cousins
placed him on a leave ofabsence

AI}OM024r40



IIATE OF'ADMISSION: February 1994
DATII OIr ALf,llGED ACT(S): 1972-"73 (Exact dates not recalled but the events

occuned cluring summçr s[udies in San

Fra¡rcisco so an approximatio¡l is
possible)

NAMES OF INIURED PARTY: Not recalled (admitled as "several minor lcids"
PR-ESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM: trnclear
GENDER OF ALLEGBD VICT'IM: MaIE
NATTIRE OF TIIE OFFENSE:

KIND: Unclear
N'UMIIERT Unclear
SURROUNDING EVENTS: Daniel Budzynksi was at the Urriversity of

San Francisco for summer sturlies; parents
reporfed actions to parish priest where lie

. resided
DATE OF ADMISSION: February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1972-74 (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assignment provides arr

approxirnation)
NAMES OF INJURIID PART'Y: (last name not recalled)
PRESEN'I AGE OIÌ AILIIGED VIC'|TM: 47
GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM: MA1C

NATLIRE OF TTTE OFFENSE:
KÌND: Genital fondling
NUMBEII: Twice
SIIRROIJì\TDING EVENTS: Daniel Budzynksi was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's paúsh; boy played music
for parish Mass

DATE OF ADMISSION: February 1994
DATE Ol.- ALLEGED ÂCT(S): 1972-'/4 (lìxact dates not recalled but place of

assignment provi<les an
' approxirnation)

NAMES OF INJURED PARTY: . (last name not recalled)
PRESENT AGE OF AII.,EGED VICTIM; 47
GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM: lvfale
NATURE OF TI.IE OFFENSE:

KIND: Genital tondling
NTIMXER:]'wice
SURROUNIIING l-VlrN'l'S: Daruel lJudzynksi was associate pastor at the

alleged victirn's piu'ish; boy ¡:layed music
for piuish Mass
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DATE OF ADMISSION;February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED AC'[(S): 1974-76 (Exact datcs not recalled but placc of

assi grrment pr-ov ides an

NAMESoFiNJuREDpARTy: (r.*ipJ"1iä'ililiTÌr,"ol
PRESENT AGE OF ATLEGED VICTIM: Not certain
GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM; MaIe
NATIJRE OF ]'T.N] OFFENSE:

KIND: Murtual genital fondling and masturbation
NIJMBER: Unclear but more than once
SURROUNDING EVENTS: Daniel Budzyùsi was associate pastor at the

alleged victim's parish

DATE OI.' ADMISSION : l.-ebruary 1 994
DA'|E OF- ALLËGED ACT(S) : l9l4-1 6 (Exaot dates not rccalle d but place of

assigrunent provides an

approxirnation)
NAMES OF INJURED PARTY: (1ast name not recalled)
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED YTCTTNT:42-43
GBNDER OF ALLEGED ViCTIM: MaIe
NA'|URE OFTHE OFFENSE:

KIND: Nude rnassage; genital fontlling
NIIMBER: C)nce

SURROIINDING EVENTS:I)aniel Budzynksi was associatc pastor at the
alleged victim's parìsh; actjons took place in
the ¡:resence of another rninor; placed orr
leave of abse¡roe

DA'I'E OF ADMISSION:February 1994
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1976-80 (Exact dates not recalled but ¡rlace of

assigrrment provides an
approximation)

NAMES OF INJIJRED PARTY: (last name not recalled)
PRESENT AGE OF A[,I,F,GED VICTIM: 41
GENDER OF AILEGED VICTIM: Male
NATIIRE OF'THE OFFENSE:

KJND: Sorlomy
NUMBER: Once
SL/I{ROIJNDING EVIINTS; Daniel Bu<lzynksi was carnpus rninister
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DATE OF ADMISSION: February 1994
I)ATE OF AILEGED ACT(S): 197ó-80 (Exact dates not recalled but place of

assigrrrrent provides an

approximation)
NAMES OIì INJLIR-ED PARTY: 'ilast narne not recalled)
PRESENT AGE OF AI,LEGT]D VICTIM: 4I
GENDËR OF'AT,LEGED VICTIM: MaIC
NATT]RE OF TI]E OFFENSE:

KIND: Sodomy
NIJMBER: Once
SLIRROLINDING EVENTS: Daníel Budzynksi v/ns cÍ)nìpus rninister

DATE OF AIMISSION: February 1994
DATE OF AJ,LEGED ACT(S): 1976-80 (Exact dates rrot rccalled buf, place of

assiglment provides an
aþproxirnation)

NAMES OF INJTIRED PART'Y: (last name possibly
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM; 36
GENDER OF ALLEGED VIC'I'IM: Male
NAT"LIRE OF THE OFFENSE:

KIND: Genital fondling
NLIÀ4BER: Once
SIIRROUIrIDING EVENT'S: Daniel lìudzynksi was campus minister and

tire boy was thc younger brother of a
student; the f-orxlling oocuncd undcr the
table at a restaurant where Budzynski was
the guest of the parents

DATE OF ADMISSION:Febr-uary 1994
DATE OIr INITIAL R-EPOI{'I; January 11, 1982
DATE OF ALLËGED AC:I'(S):.Ianuary l9B2
NAMES OF INJIJRED PARTY
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICI'IIM: 34
GENDER OF AILEGED VIC'rlM: Male
NATT.JRE OF T}IE OFFENSE:

I(lN D; Genital fondling
NUMBER; Once
SLIII.ROLINDING EVIIN'IS: Daniel Budzynski wzrs a guest in the family

horne and hacl been a long-time fríend of the
family from his days as their associate
pastor; he also attempted to foncilc the older
brother and possibly a child from another
f'amily who was staying ovemight; placed on
leave ofabsence and sent for alcohol
treatment
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DA'IE OF ADMISSION: Irebruary 1994

DATE OF INITIAL Iìj]PORT: June 1987

DATE OF AJ-LIìGED ACT(S): Spring 1987

NAMES OF INIURED PART'Y: -
PRESENT AGE OII AI,I,EGED VIC'|IM:29
GENDER O¡' AILEGED VICT'IM: Male
NATT]RE OF TIJE OFFENStr:

IüNl): Genital fondling
NU'MIIER: Once

STIRROLINDING EVENTS: Daniel Budzynski was pastor at the boy's padsh;
tlre incident occurred cluring a class retreat; resignecl
fiorn office

DATE OF" INITIAL REPORI': F-ebruary 1994
DA'[E OF AILEGED ACT(S): 1911
NAMES OIì INruRED PARTY:
PREStsNTAGE OF ALLEGED VIC'I'IM: 39
GBNDEIì OIì ALLEGED VICTIM: Fernale
NATI'RE OF THE OFIìENSE:

KIND: Genital fondling, intercourse
NTIMBER: Four

¡^IJRROIINDING EVENTS: Daniel Budzyrski was associate pastor at the girl's
parish; hc denies tlús allegatiorr; it clocs not fit the
pattem of other reported or adrnittecl incidents; it
was ttris report that led to thc irrvestigation

DATE OF INII'IAL IIEI'ORT: April2002
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1981

NAMES OF- INILIRED PAR'IY:
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VIC'|IM: 35

GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTTM: MAIE
NATT}Iì-E OF THE OFFENSE:

K-IND: Genital fondling; atternptecl sorlomy
NUMBER: Several
SUR-R.OUNDING EVENTS: l)aniel eudzynst<ilffilìved in the same

building as the boy's farnily and he
frequently visited her there; allegations that
therc was also abusc oltwo other minors on
the same occasions; ¡totes from the 1994
investigation show an admission of the
abuse of rut denial of any contact with
his younger brother or another neighbor; he

ArloMO24144



DATE OF INIIìIALREPOR'|; Apnl2002
DATE OF AI,LEGED ACT(S): 1967 (approximately)
NAMES OF INJURED PARTY:
PRTSENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM: 49

GEl.lDElì" Oþ' ALLEGED VIC'IIM: Male
NATIIRE OTì'TITE OFFENSE:

I(IND: Fonclling thc chcsl
NUMBHR: Several

STTRROIJNDING EVENTS: D¿niel Budzynski was associ¿rte pastor at the parish

CIRCLII\4S TANC I')S O F,,\ Ll -EGI'.D P ERP E'I'I{ATOR :

CTIRRENT RISK: The greatest risk posçd is Daniel Budzynski's failure to
,-ecogrÀze or accept the serious of his offenres^ Fie ¡rortrays hirnself as the "victim" and

even mâkes assertions th¿t these encounters were helpful to the childrerr and they wanted
them to take place. I{e aclmits that his celebration of Bucharist with some of them hc saw

as sacdlegious. Given the number of known victims; to say nothing of those who may not
yet be admitted or reporled, the risk of serious scandal is extremely high.

PSYCHOi,OGICAL EVATUATION: Daniel Budzynski was in therapy for most
of the years thcse alleged or admitted events took place. Inítially, therc was some

assessment that the alleged or adrnitted abuse was caused by alcoholism. However, il
1987, after attaining sobriety, he ciffendeil agairr.

CIVIL AUTI{OIUTY'S ACTION: So far there ¿re no cases that fall within the criminal
statute of limitations. The District Aftorrrey for Milwaukee County has reviewed the
ohronology and arrived at tbis conclusion. lJnless there are rnore recent victims not yet
known, the hands of civil authodties are tied.

CIIIìRENT STATIJS: Daniel Budzynski has rrot been in a parochial assignnrent since

199l.He was pemritted to serve as a chaplain at a convent and a nursing home but was

ordered to have llo corltâct with minors. When the 1994 allegatiorr was brought forth he
'was encouraged to and did submit a letter requesting retirement. The request was granted
and he moved into a diocesan facility fbr retired priests. He was initially permittecl to
provide weekend assistance at pari.shes under the supervision of the pastor trut that was
terminated in 1995. I{e was also monitored by archdiocesan offìcials. He has been
indefinitely restricted frorn all núnistry sincc 1995. tn 2003, he was ordered not to appear
ín publìc in clerical atJire. He was also restricted fi-orn access to the Seminary on whose
grounds his residerrce is locatsd.

RESIDENCjE: Meycr Hall, a diocesan supported residence for retired priests

SUSTENANCE: IJe receives his rnonthly pension a¡rd live.s in diocesan subsidized
housirrg with all meals provi<led.
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CONGREGANO
PRO DOCìTRINA FIDEI

Pnor. N. 2_6_6.91. :17916
Ut ¡eqønbu ia u¿tio buiut ttrtri)

W1X 01tà del Vaticano,

Palaz¿o <lcl S. Uffizio

l4 October 2003

COFIFIDENTIAL

Youl Excellency,

His Excellency
Tire Most Reverencl Tiurothy M. DOI,AN
Archbishop of Milwaukee
Office of the Alchbishop
3501 South Lake l)rive
Milwaukec'.. WI 53207-0912, USA,

Yorrrs dcvotctlly.irt thc Lord,

@

. .:'. 'ì

The Congregation for the Doctrine of lhe Faith has received your letfer of 15 July
20A3, in which Your Excellency remands the case of the Reverend Daniel
BUÐZYNSKI, a priest accused of sexual abuse with a rninor,:and for wlom you are

rcquesting the disrnissal from the clerical stàte ex fficía et in paenúnn.

After,a,stÉdy of the case, this Congregation wishes'to itiform Your: Excellency
that it is widely disposed to proceeding with your request. However, from the
<locumentàtiOnlsubmiftecl there remains some oonfusion as to the actual ages of the
victims of fri. Ilqçlzynski's allegoil abuse. [t is,not clear;'fo¡ ex-ampki, fi'om the table
yor¡ stitsnitftdd; fil.dU,*'' thc age of ths vìctirns as intiicafcd'ieftLred .'to,'iheir: agc irr
1994 or 2003,; If ;Yoru lÌxcellency coutd clalify th:is point,,lhe Coiigregation will be
able to procþ?dwilh its study u{'this cat"e. . .' , ,, ,

.t; ,,'.;1),,¿¡ì .Ei ,,'.,.1:r.. . ..:', . ,

Lookirig;f,otwar.cl to receiving this.icloeumentatiou at yourrearl'ies,t.iconvenience, I
rernatn,

'_ " 1 t 'r.. . , l..i

,1,

.***
É Argelo AMATO, SDB
Titular Archbishop of Sila

Secretary
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October 28,2003

Most Reverertd Angelo Arr¡rio, SDB
Congregation for tlie D<¡ctlil'r¿ of the Faitlr
PaIa'¿,zo dçl Uf{lzio
Vatican City 00120

I hope tLris material i,; lrelpiul to,;yoir in lr:sl rlr,ing this case. If'there is any lurlher

assistance we call providc. 1tì,:ase tlo tlot lic'sitlitc' L.) cc)lìt¿Ìct me.

Your Hxcellency,

Thalù you lor yurrr ìr:lpfìrl resporlse irr tll.' rrrattet rUie,f.rp$l! the Congregatiort

regarcli¡g Revárend Danie I r\,, l3udzynski. 'l'lr,-' ag,. s listed in tää-ÒÌiiiihal repoft submitted

wãre the ages of the allegcrl .iciirns in 2.-pi).ì ,\ r'cr iscd sumn"lâry reportl;is enclosed, It
lists each alleged victirLr ¿ilc¡r¡s with !hçì.4gc al tlrc linre of the reporled s"ellrral abuse. The

cunent, 2003, age is also lìst rd. This IistlsltotilJ crirrcs¡roucl to the ttames,in the original

report.

With ovct:y l.rc:;l *'rt,.i: ì anl,

Sincerely yours iu Cluist,

\ iost Revercnd Tiinothy M. Dolan
Arclib ishop of Milwaukee
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NAMB OF ALLEGED V IC]'I'IM

D¡T ITII]ìL ALOY SI IJS I]UDZYNSIfl
REVISl-'.D ÌìEl)olì1'

AGi.ì A,l l'l','lE OF
ALI lr0l:t) \Cl"lS

CLTRRENT (2003)

AGE

50
50
47 -50
41-50
47 -50
49-52
48-51
4.5-48
48-5 1

29
39
35

49

0-

0-

0,

.)

.l

-)

3

+

i-l
H
t-t
il
t:i
ti
7

l.ì
1.ì

)-

8l
ll 1,1

l0-ll
l0- l -l

1l-14
6 I L-t4
:tìì- 9- I 2

l4- l6
r3- l5
ll"ì3

l.]
I .)

li
I (i

r6
IJncìcal ([:cli,rv

'i*e-;ffi, T!,Zi
4B-5 I-!#år. 
À<*, *d.5 1

ëftar-+s
48-49 (?)

47 -48 (?)
45'46
47
49

:45
47
47

t6)
42
41

41

l6
34
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Í, /.\l CY¿, A't' I () l\ IL E S C lì. I PT - U iN û I.'lìI C I A l,'I' lì Aþ{ S i,A Tl [ ûl\l
Corrgrcgation fbr the Dc¡ctrine of the Faìth

Prot. N.: 266/03
Milwaul<ee

Fatlier Daniel A. BUDZINSKI

October 29,20()4

'lhe S r-r¡rrenre Ponti ff'Pope Jolrn Par,rl, Ii

havir:g heard the opinion of his Enrirrence the Cardinal Pref'ect of this Congregation conceming the
serious actions of the alrove nanrecl plesbyter of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee (Milwaukee, USA),
with the proper documentafion having lreerr sent and fìncling this final decision to be beyond appeal
¿rnd not subject to recourse,

has clccrecd

that the penalty of ciisurissal from the presb¡4erate be imposecl.

This s¿une presbyter is also grantecl a clispensation fiom all of the obligations counected with sacrerl

Orders in accord with the lollowing consideration:

'I'he disrnissal ancl clispensation take effect at the very rnornent of the decision of the
Rornan Pontiff.

2. The declce of dismissal arrd dispeusation are to be comlnunicate<i to the presby.ter by
thc oompetent'Ordinaly ¿rnd rro one has the right to sepârate those two elernerrts. Indeecì,
further, it carries with it, irrsolar as it is neccssary, airsolution fi'om censures.

3. Noticc of thc granti¡rg ol the clisr¡issal and dispensation is to be inscribed in the
baptisrnal regíster of thc af'orelrrerrtioned prest yler'.s parish.

4. With regartl to the cclebr"ation of ¿i canonical marriage, the norns set clowu in'l-he Code
of C¿inon l,au, must be applied. The Ordinary, however, should take care that the
mattt;r be discreetly hancìled q,ithout pornp or external display.

'IÌre ecclesiastjcal authorily, to whom it belongs to notify the priest, should eamestly
exhott him to lake parl in the life of lhe People of Gocl, in a manner consonant with his
new mode of living, to give edifrcation, and thus to show himself a rnost loving sr-¡n of
the Church. At the sarrre tíme, however, he should be inforrned of the fbllowing points:

a) the dismissed presbyter automatically loses the rìghts propel" to the clerical state, as

well as ecclesiastical dignities and offices; he is no longer bound by the other
obligations conucctcd with the clerical state;

b) lte remains excludecl fi'om the exercise of the sacrecl ministry, witli the exception of
thosc lunctions l'lrer'¡lioned in canons 976 a¡lcl 986, ç2, and, as a rcsult, he rnay not
give a hcxrily nor is hc able to holcl a directive ollice in the pastoral ficld nor to
exercise iire functìon of palocliial adntinisi.rator;

5
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c) sirnilarly, he may uot discharge any function in seminarics and irr cquivalent
institutìons, ln olher institutions of'higtrcr stutlies, which arc in any way wltatcvcr
depentlent upon ecclesiasticâ1 authori{y, he tnay uoT exercise a dírective firnction;

cì) in those institutions oi higher stuclies which ar€ not ciepencìent upou ecclesiastical
authority, he may not teach arry discipline r.vhich is lrroperly theologìcal or closely
cr:nnectecl with the sante ;

e) in iustitt¡tions of lowel'studies, which are dependent upon ecclesiastical authority,
he may not exercrise the fLnction of' teaohing a discipline which is properly
theological. A clisnrissed and disperrsecl presbyter is held by the sarne tule in
teachìng Religion in an instiÍution of the salrle kind ìrot depenclent upou

ecclesiastical au tlrori tv,

6. The C)rdinary is to tal<e care lcst the disnrissed preshyter, due to a lack of due ¡rtrldeuce,
exhibits scandal to the ftrilhhrl. 'l'lris ¡rastoral oare seriorrsly urges the Ordinary with the

gleatest if any dange r ol abttse of'trinors, however rçmote, is present.

7 . Notification of the dislr issal and dispeusation can be rnade either personally or tluough
an ecclesiastical notary ol through regisierecl ¡rtail. The clismissed priest ought to let¿iir a

copy properly signecl attesting to his reception and acceptance of this dismissal and

dispensation arrd also its precepts, but if he does not it does not inrpede tlre effect of this
decree.

8. At an opporlune tiilte, the Orclinary is to sencl a br-ief report to the Congregation on his

completion of the notihcatiorr, aud, if'there is any wondennent on the parl of the faithfbl
he is to ¡:rovide a prudc:lrt explattation.

Ali things to the contrary notwithstanding.

From the Oifioes o1'the Conglegatiolt, the 29tl' clay of October, 2004

/s/ .loseph Cardinal Ratzitrger
Prefect

/s/ Angelus Amato, S.D.B.
'litular Alclibishop of Silens

Secretary

Date of notifÏcation:

lsl lsl
Signalure of presbyter as sign of acceptattcc Sigr,ature of Ordinary
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From:

Dätr-::

''i lvr.'

13isliop Richarcl Sldba

Very Rev, Cu¡t Frcclerir:l<

Barlrara Anne Ct.tsar.l<

r'1¡r;:l . :1 .ijliìT

Mi e8hf;ffi6Ëþ,

Reverr:ncl Ron Engel

+ì-ìmothy lvl, Dolan

March 7, 2006

t)
,\

Ron

2006

/\s you i:sl<ed, hrtre is ffi\r srl¡''n,urU of our tr-uitr'ul and fiater¡lal rneeting of Friday, Marr:h 3,

I repolced Lo yoLr that the Archdioces¿¡n [ì.eview lSoard lrad recommencìeci to me that you ¡Q!
be r-eturned la active rninistry. The charges again:;t you they fìnd accuraLe ancl substantiatecl

suffÌciently enough to rnclve t<lvarci a canonical ¡rroceeding. 
-[he 

use of'a cornputer to view
clrilcl pornography - - particularly the graphic type repotted - - is a violaticlt.r of the ÇiËf|el-.
Seel<ing some type of nrinistrlr which has rro contacls with nrinors is unrealistìc, so that
portion of the Deferred Prr:ser:utìon Agreenrent is not applìcable.

'). I reported to yoLr that ,l have irccepted their recommendation.

:1. Wh¿lt now?

You could choose lo ¡letition f'or volunlary lalr:ization. You indicaied that you clo not
inlend to dcl so.

tt. I neecl to submit the case to the Congregation for tlie Doclrine of the Faith for their
review and further ilrsl:ructiorr, I woulcl be asking for some form of canonical process,

either judicial or administrative, Your canonical advisor would be provided with an

opportunity Lo review l:he clocumentation ¡rrlor to its submîssion to CDF and woulcl be

afl'ordecl the o¡rportttttiLy to presenl a sbatement.

c. Usually, a requejit for ¿l "lil'c ol' ¡:rayer .ind penance" is reservecl f'or one of advani:cd
¿ìqc or frail heallll, [loweiver, I would be o¡:en to ¿l consideratlon in your case. You

untlersttrncl, as we disr:ussr:rJ, tharl this would mean no public rninistry, althouqh yor-t

woukJ preserve yoLlT prierstly irJerriT'ry zrnd right to cclehratc Mass. Yr¡u alsr¡ desired

solle c,onl inrl(,lrJ conneci ion with mr.l ancl lJ're archdioce:;e, '/ou nrentir:ned a lrr:pefbr

i.

a
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sonre entrðnce into a religîor.rs corrmunity, That initiative would be up to yoLr,

althouqh I renevv to yot.r my pes;simisrn aboLtl that happening. We woulcl also have
to lre clear about the fi¡ct that the diocese can no longer provide l-lre level of flnancial
su¡:¡rort it has been up until now,

I encouraged yotrto bring tl'ris tr,r your canonÍcal atJvocate, spiritual clirector, arrd your
Lounselori ancl then to worl< with Curt Fredericl< abr:ut next steps.

il-rr*

f\n

63
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Dear Ron,

I hope that you have usecl some of'1.he surirnter to reflect oI1 our convcrsation at

the encl of lVfay. As wc cliscussctl, thcrr: is no possibility that you will be able to rehrrn to

rninistry as a result of your actiorrs, if you remernber I asked that you consider your love

f'or the Church and scel< voluntary laicizalion.

'Ihe gcnor.ally held positi<xr tbat acquisition or possession of pomograpliic images

of rnilors by a cleric is a sárious ctelict has now bccn confìmred by tìle Iatest norms from

1he Vatica'. 'l¡e Congregation fc¡r the Doctlinc of thc F aith retains jurisdiotiorl over thcse

cases.

T!-rg¡,efo¡e' I arn l¡[irtg !li:{,yg-Up-tcp3¡¡¡ 3letter ttiltl:l1$ þi"iza.tio¡r address,gd

to pope Ìf *n*,liôi VXI, àn.1 seilcl li to ir.e by S eptemb er 21 , 2010 . I ntust inform you tl'lttt

if I d; not have such a leller fiom ycu by that clate, I will prepare the dossicr on yotlr case

a'd seek involuntary laicization zrccording to ploper cauonical proccsses from the

Congregation.

In thq; ilterim, you wili bo hearing fiorn J:'alher Pat Heppe about finanoial matters.

I am releasilg you from any clerioal restriotions That woulcl im¡rede youl pursuit of

seculal emplõyment an<l enconrage you l.o seelc such gainlul cmploymetrt especially to

cover your heålth benefits. You rcmain unciel: canouical precept restricting any exercise

of pubiic mi¡istry or Leplesentati,cn by title or garb as a priest and all faculties have been

withdr¿rwn.

ple asc confact Father lle¡rpc if you htrve any questions ab<lut this malter.

Reverend Ronald Engel

watil<ee, 51217--8076

September 7,2010

fiilrc<:reriy yours in Christ,

-., .\\ l)t^,tØ. t.$ùru¿/1u,,'t/
Vlost Rcvercnd Jer:ome Tl' l,istecki

ArehLr ish op of' \4i lwaulcee

4
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frenil,cìntial le. Wlioti

ìÌ, lit lil,si () t \T,.4 ìt, A t\I iD C () l\llirll lD liil l\l''FlL l,r Ì[,

lþ'c*nsú o["iihr¡ Íù:rallliatüalll of úhe (]ros;"^

11,1i Sr:pfir,:inllb<¡n' 20 ll0
s¡sÞ.(:l.rjt,t r: 4oru, lå i:l]Li!iu:gns?

IVI o s'r lhl'e,ye re ni d JI c ra¡rrtl e lL " Il-,i s ú ec llci

¡\Lrclh l\llfillrvva rullq.'ee

I hacl rcc¡lr:s1ciì Lo rnecl r¡¡ilh
in rcspouscr, on fl.a.y 2

.. t¡;tfl,c tr ot'l!(ltrll;:rtttlltl')l4 ll)
ui :/ j/{)l: 

0¡j l.l//. ;lll0llltlti/.1¿t;¡

.-j.t/¡,f 
i ,s.$.il!l

yo
7't'

u as my bìshop for a spiritual levìcw ancl evaluation of rn1, current

, we met 1'or thc first time, I iriecl as tlansparcritly as possible to
.preselrI th tlirce aleas: 1.) ir persoual hisiory o1'my plicstl)' vo"uttoll,2.) a conlritc revie."v r¡f solrre ¡n¿rlters

slrrronnding ny 2004 suspcnsiou, 3,) asutlnrziry r:f'rly cttri'ent silLleúion and lìf'e as a plìest ;

rl
Within tJrc aturosphere rrIa strong faitir cr'.ntetecl lànrìly, ] hacl an ear'ly ancì life-dclining expelience of Jesus.
'l'hís expr:rience was cspccially char¿ictr:iized by thc LhithlìlL rurdlbrgiving love of Jcsns' sacrilìce on. lht> ct'oss,

Since the errlly 1950's ancl throu¡¡hor-rt rny 6û yezrls, I have experiencecl Jesus oalling nle fo ¿¡"n cvel deeper

pür1icípllrion in liis cro.ss. My lcs¡xur-c has iLlclurJcd a liJi:long, ficciy enrt.rraceci atrcl tàÍthIìri virginity centered

wilhin the EuchaL'isit ancl within Church s<ttvir:c.

2l
ln thc no¡c fcccnl time, lelatcd to rny uusircuriiou, ì hacl exltericuccd ¿t 5-year span of unpr:cocclcntecf transition

invttJviug the primary oare of nry teLrnina)ly ill trother". I perioclioally rnismatragerl rny sll'ess. I engagc;d irr tlte

imnrecliate ancl concertecl. prayc:r, s¿rcratrertt¿rl pertil.cnce atcl spirilual r:ot.llr:icl ,

3l

I{is grace, ,[ have tricd in the prívrLtc limrn tr"r ]ive a priesthoocl of gleater inte¡4rity markcci by daily lìucharistitr

lltayer, weeltly spirit.ual clitcction, penit,:ntial poverly ancl caring. servìce, J:ìet:¿tusc of my love I'or.. the Church, I

,. , -]1:ly_gliaclq 
evg¡y¡e,,$i;1,!.'to.,¡-rnig4¡¡,ar'¡ir1;tfv*e¡-glg!!-grlsli!p with-¡ny.;bì':rtrrop

l!- ..!. -lL1r' 1f 'tt

Irr (rlr¡ l4ay )-'ltt'r¡ccting, you clireote cl nle ( in vicw of ilre ¿rbovc ) to playclFully consicler' "voluntaLy laicization" as ¿l

fbr.or. lJre pi'ayerfìri oiralactor of tlrcse acts wei'e fìrlly urndr:rstoo(-1 or beljcvccl;

rl

acllltissi t.rtt of vì r; l a tin g li:cleL:¿rl I aw.

Nevertheless, I pacle the clifTior-tlt rlccision to crtol inl.o the 1O-ycal clclel'lcci ptttsecu[irtu af5rcetlcnt. I c]id thìs

bcc¿Lrsc, ljrst a¡d tirremosl, ì genuinr:l'r dìci not wanl: to lislc cxposing nlry belovecl Clhurch ancl tny beloverl.

tju¡roLtu{ ¿l t.r'ial wlrci c dc'.fi1ili<lns ¡rf'obsc;ertity, pornop,tapLty wr:r.tlcì bc ¡,rapirically rlebatetì,

').1

r:¡yt:nr.utÍ which would irrvolvc a penitr:nlial li[è of'servicc within ¿r clc¡isl.clecl cttr:ltal'istic oonrirnunity.

il,o rrti ti u cr.l
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il are 2 of 3(ncn:;roroolr+.zt)

i "sac.rificial act of priestltooci." lloth in prayer and in conversatitlit wilh m), s¡ri¡itual directgr, I have reflectecl long
. ..1 llald urì .yoru wolcls. I {'ouncl mysclf prayci'fully rercading the Ordination lìito, Aud, alorrg with yoLrr worcls of l\4ay
2-'lrl', J rcvisitccl your rr:flections in "Love One Anoihei" on l4ay l Btl' and Seirtenrbel 1411í :

1l

tne. l['l¿ere's no wãy thal l ever v,oulcl have ima.girtecl llte journey thot hu.s þsrn rny priestly ttfe, In tltal n¿anncr,
a prie.stly voc¿ttit¡n is cornpura.ble to il,¡e v()(:ulion a¡'rrtarriqge. Wrlrcl ¿t cou¡tle pledge theit. Iift ta one qnoÍher,
the.y ullow the mystery o.f the lu,rs becoming one lo cre,ute ,s'rtnteth.in¡¡Jbr gt'euler." Cn Sept, 14ttr, yo¡1 rccourfecl a
five-year t:rtnnit'tg irlvitaticln f'rom Dea.con Soott Janicson to scrve ¿rÍì a retre¿rl rrrastet..,an irwjtation fhat you
"prlnisecl" to fillfìll clespite irurullct'al¡.le roaclbkrchs arxl clcla.ys, You staied ,"Íltrt apramise ís a prr,tntis,e, cmd
I lcnew lhut I needecl fut keep this' cr¡ntntitnrcnt i/-only Jor rea.sotls oJ'pato^onal irttegriÍry,"
'2)

'llhc prof'ouncl invj.tatiolr artcf pronrisi: that I h¿Lve experiencecl in .lesus tlu:ou¡¡hout ihcse 60 years, ..,the pr:ofound
rnyslety of'1wo becoming- one oxpt:ricrLcctl ìn ihc saorar¡cnt¿rl vows of orrlinafion...leacl r¡e to say - "ByÍ ü

l:{owcvel the Churoh Lrltimal.cly belie;vcs if. leccsseuy, with re¡1iur1 to rny person, to cleline its goorl in the plbiic
l'oturit; rtcvcttheless, I ktrow thal I arn ,rn<l I wrll r'ernajn a priest fblcver. 'l'he Priersthood of Jesus will conti¡ue To

t:,zrll, t.o challcrrge and to sha¡re me f'ol ihe r:est olmy lilc.

+. "f. +
Since 2004, it rvas cxplained to rne by Alchbisnop Dol¿ul fhat the l{er¡icw JJo¿ud cljscolnment of'2006 was the fÌu.st
pl'-re of tltc (llturch's "spir-itttal" due ptot;css, Iìe¡ieatedly, I was told il'raí. ]ì'ly o¿lse nee<Jed io go to Rornc. I was
i med that, sLrbsecluent to arr equally {ili ancl prayelfìrl rcview by Lrolh the A:'ohbishop's caronical aclvocatc and my
canonìc;alatlvoca.te-Fi'.Patl.,ap;g,es, theI-IolyFaihe.rnee¿lccl torcvicwtrrycase¿urcltomalçe¿rdecision.

.Rg- -*-
three l.hingsr 1.) onc troubling melrloly of April ?.004, 2.) one ongoilg fiustration of these perst 5 years, 3.) one
ovelv¡hehning Çolrcern about tho alchdiocesau piarr lÌrr Octobcl I't.
rl
'ihe clny afì:cl l was fíls1 irLtelvjeivccl b'¡ fhe f'cdcr'¿rl aurthcirilies, I urct directly ancl irrdirectly with sever¿Ìl
gtortpings of A.rchcliocesan cfficials th¿¡t jnclurfcrl ¡\¡chl.rislrop l)olan; lìishop Skltra,'Vicar Rev, ;loe Horlacek,
Vice Vicar l{ev. ,Bill l(.ohJer, a fcn-rale rcsouroe psychologist t'oi' the lìevicw ]loard, anci Chancellor Bar.b
Cusar,:k, hr a vatieiy of convetsaiions trolh witir tlicur antl nrnong thcrnsclves, lhey explessecl not beiu¡¡ r;ure if
the viewing of'ce1"t¿rin inapplopriate ntaterials(v¿he{ùel of a lesser r¡bscene de¡4ree 01'of a grr:atcr ¡lornographic

21

o¡lporhrnily to lìrlly ac,coss, 1o cr:il.ioally review and to shale with rnc thr: coutcnt of rny llcvicv¿ lloard file. It is
rny r:trcierstandìng tlral frr:" L,agp,es has firinally pio{r:slctl this ono charactclistio ol'the fulilwaukee proi:ess. ìt is
rny rccollcction of sc:velal convei:s¿ttiotrs n'ith Iì'r, l,ag¡¡r:s that ( in rlany clioceses ), as soon as the lìsvj.cw lJo¿rrd

rnakcs its Lecomtncnclaliou legalclin¡¡ a pr'ìes1.'s ct,Lse, lÌÌe file is usualJy re.leased to both lhe Archbishop's
c¿Lnrln.ioal acLvocafe and thc pricrit's c¿ln.orrir:¿rl aclvocati: as a. Íne¿u"Ls oL fhcilitating clrrc process.
3l
l.-n latc 2006 - carly 200'l, aÍtcr ¿r bricl vc:r'bal sllnlllary of'fhc lì<:vjow Iloard's recon-rrnenclation, ArcfiÌrishop
DolaLr statcd that mV c¿ìse \,vas â clilTicutt or1ç because it cljcl not irLvolvo any T¡hysic¿.rl-sexual abuse of an

itc'livichral. Rafhel, l-lj<tlarL seetnccl to jnc{ic¿ltc fha1. my case irtvolvccl a.violalion ol a grayel, less rjefìnecl arca of

mcrojfìl crllrsicleralìons. 60
co li i:iirtterl
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Xlap;c 3 uf 3(ncri,zouro,tr,t-zr)

On Septcmber 16tl', ),ott isslterl a fonlnl lcltcl Lrolh fr.: thc cliocese antl to thc public meclia, accornparileri by a
televisecl inten iew. Yon armounced that r¡n Oçfober 1'' ihe n¿uncs of' 9 príost.s ( which includes ms ) would be
acldccl To the Alchdiocesan l.,ist of Clelgy rvith "A Subslantiatecl Allegalion of the SexLral Ab'se of a N{inor."'lhe irutediale recorc-lecl responsc of; soltte tncrnbr:rs of the public was outråge corrcer.¡i1g those priesl:s who
"l r)olcsl.r' ?lnd "[al.tc" ch j 

I rllr:rl,

Consequ*ntly, I am cleeply ciisiu'bed b5' the real, iroiential tòr'injr-riious misrepresc¡tation of my pcrson ancl my
sitl,mliolt u,ltcn ury narnc is adder.l to "the J-ist," In Ihe current pallance of the secular- rneclìa, a List of those with
a'"'tttÌsstr¿tt.Ìirttrtd rsllegation oJ'the ,eet.ue,l, ubtrce 0J'minor" Íjeelns to tr¿urslato into ¿l Lisl of 'fëlony sex o/fen.ders',
who have pirysically rapecJ a chilcl. Sulh an ìutelpt'etation of mc and of other priests *hor" oase-sit'ation is
sit¡til¿tt'would tlrlt br: flcclualt aucl couid be gravoly danaging. Indeecl, a¡y such misperce¡rti.'s ancl
nrjsuttelctstarrdings of'{hc Alr;helioccsan Li.sÍ coulcl leacl certain basic pr.rblic and private agenciei u**oìiut",l *itl,
oilri:t' ¡rrìcrs[s a¡rd ¡lryselÍ ln wtnrtgly cleny clt' 1o wlongly tct'tninafe access to essc¡fial se,rvices and benefits, to
resiciency ri ghts ancl cntirloymerrt opp orl.urriti es.

In view of these concerus amcl my heariÍèlf unci¡:¡:stancljug of'rny vocation, i sincerely believc ihat 1¡e furthcr Lwo phases
of the Chruch's due procoss urerttionc,cl ¿rbove sirouli[ playerfuiLy procecd, 'fhari]< you for fhis oppor.tu¿iry to .espónd.

WÍf h (jr¿¡re. ;rsf,yrr'}J¡nrrllinn:ç in "llesus,

Ø,rn/1,¡W(
Jlìlcv" JdorrlnTíU C;/ tÐlagettla

r o n a tr ciem gen @,att. nt,l W*Mtìtrvacrl{ee, Wìl S3z n r-Eo7cí

-, ., - "[,ldv..Ilt¡útlrrl( ],tiftg¡s-- --.Ca¡ìóîiìca 
lé,dvo cjrlC

l\4r. 'Ihonras Brown Civil .t\ttorney

$1lij [ù ]it li O i\Ìl\. 11, A\ J\ [iD C 0) ÈJ i¡' LU]irlul i\l' u']i A ll,

Ar)ûM0s0399



March 14"2011

Most Reverenci Angelo Arnato, SI-)B

Congregation for fhe I)ootrine oi'the Faith

Piazza clel S. Ulfizio 11

00193 llome, ItalY

Your Excelletrcy:

In acoorcl with thc rrorms of ,sucrumenîorum sttttclifaîis lutela,I am submitting f'or

your" consideration thc case of a priest of fhe Archcliocese of Milwaulcee. I{everend R<xald G-

bngel has been accusecl of possess:ion of child pornography..The stttntnary of these

uttJgutionu is enclosçd. Fatirer lìngel has accepted a dcferrccl prosecution fiom the United

Statãs Department of Justico but donies or minimize.s the gravify of his offense'

T6is casc has progrcssed slorvly fbr several reäsolls. T'he Archdio0esc was urrable to

begin its own internal proie,ìures urfil the Department of Justice had completed its

inästigation. Once a ásferred prosecrttion agreemcut was reached' my predecess<lr,

ALohbiThop Tilrothy M. Dolan, toolt charge of the caso. He asked experts to leview the

question oiwli*ttr"ipossession of çhilil poruography constituted a oatronical delict. Ile

attemptecl to persuaclc Father Engel to seek voluntary laicization IIe met with him multiple

times in this iegard but was unsuccessfirl in eliciting his cooperation.

Arrhbisho¡r I)olan rct¡uostscl tlìat.tlirl Dio-c.Os¡til ReViÈw Bo¡¡i'd sii'ir'iiine tlie oâbç tììitl

malce recomrneuclâtions to hirir. 'fhey seriously delibeiated this matter before them to

detertnine
o what fäctual inforllation wils ou hand

r¡ whethcr adclitional infbrm¿rtion needed fo bc clbtained and, ifìso, what inf'orrn¿rtion

o whether what is l'zrotually {r;tennincd to have occurred ootrstitute a breach uncler the

Charler anrÌ Norm.sþr the Protection rf Childt'en and Youth'

'lhe factual i¡f"orrnatíon they conoludccl was the admission, lroth to the Vical for Cletgy at tlte

ti¡ne the Department of Jr¡stice f,ust approachecl him ancl in thc Deferred Prosecution

Agreeinont, ttrat Father Engel ilicl have pioturcs of nude chilclren on his computer, They f<luncl

tf"lãt n;, explanation that thãy were llor ¿uf purposes was contradicted by the report from his

thcrapist råferring to '"libidiilal voyr:uristio interests." Ths same reporl says that "he has

rnainiainecl that tñc nature of his intercst" was "artistio."'lhe o¡:inion of the Board was that

this attempt at a dcfcnsc yielcfs to cr:ntraty facts, especially the.iì'equenoy with which the sites

*"r* o"."ìr*d alci the tities of the sites. Logging in to sites calletl "all x boys," 'oôrect x boys"

and ,,virgin x boys" onc would not r:onclude that these were sites fr¡r art' T'he Board members

also w"lã conceir'reci that l.he fbcus 'vas ou pubescent. boys, not older içeus or adults, Thc use

of a ,,sorubber" fbr his computer wa,s also vicwed as an indication thal. the matcrial being

d.owLrloadccl vuas not in the e,alegOr¡, of anl or hs would trot have worriecl a.bou.t. it.

6
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Most Reverend Angclo Amato, Sl)B
Congregation fcr the l)octrirle of the Faith -- p' 2

The mem6el.s ol the Boar,cl notecl tltat tho Defbrrcd Prosecution Àgreement indicated

that therc was probablc cause to b,alicve fhat ltngel violated federal statutes relatcd to r:hild

por'ography. ihereforc, they cont;luded tliat the contputer maierial was child pornography.
,¡n*y ãtró cãncluded that acquisition ancl possessiou of child pornography was a violation of

the"Charter,J'he Board recon,,-,rcrrd.cl that this case be deemed substantiatcd^'l'hey further

noted th¿rt sexual cxplçitation of a minol: cloes not rec¡uire that the minor feel cxploited or

lcnow he/she is bcìng exploitecl. Llaving recotnmettdecl that the Charter had been vioiatecl,

there was also the reçommendatio.n that Fatìler Engel was nc¡f suitable for rninistry.

With thcsç rccommendatiç¡is i¡r liand, Alchbishol: Dolan agaitt cncout'aged Father

F.rrgel to seek voluntary laiciz.atiorL. Father ì:ingel requesfed the opportunity to live a life of

pruy", and penanoe possibly in a n:ron¿stic sotting. Archbishop Dolan agreed to penr:it him tcr

seek such a livi¡g siiuation. No such oppcirtunity hacl presented itself prior to Archbishop

Dolan's transfer to the Archdiocesc of Ncw York'

lJpon taking possession of the Archdiocese of Miìwaulcee, one lnatter I sought to

review was the statuí of any cases pending with the Congregation for thc Doctrine of the

Ì,.aith or any that could potentially neect to be refcrrcd therc. Fafhcr Engel's casÐ was one that

came to rìy attertion. úitn tt-r. ciarification of the law in July 2010, that "the acquisition,

lrosscssion, or clistriburion by a cleric of pornogrnphio images of'minors undor the age of

technolr¿gy,' (Nrir*t on Graver I)clicts, Art" 6, $ I, 2") constitutes a gravo delict reserued to

the Congiägaiion, I adviserl lrather ßngel to considei'vr:ltrntary laicization. I gave him a

feriocl oitiirr" in irall Z0l0 to consicler'lhis option. IIe refused to scek laicization.

Thereforc, I now submit for your considerafion this oom¡nission of a delict and aslc

that yo¡ arlvise rue on how to proceeci. Sinoe there is an aclmission of the acquisition and

possessic-r¡ of chilcl porrr,rgropily, a lengthy faot fincling investigatiou through a judicial pcnal

process seenls unllocessaly, in my opinion"Ihercfore, I seelcthc authorify of the

bongregation to concluct ar', o,l,rinislrative penal prooess. If your determination is that this

,ur""r6uul,i proceed to a clisnrissal by tJecroo of your Congregation' I would cede to that

judgemcnt. Irathcr Engel has hacl suffioicnt time over the last six years, with financial support

t oi, tt,. Archcliocese,-to acquire slcills needetl to support himself by secular employmettt.

Witlr sentiments of'estectn, I atrr,

SincerelY Yours iu Christ,

,.. hfla¿,n(, t.Vutrøb/'," 4'
M<¡st li{evctillrd -le,l:ome ì:i. Lister;l<i

Ar:chbishop ofl I\4ilwaulcec

7
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;-)L)l?i/ l-'.;l,iì ,i.'l i' ,,r..;:;r;,

P'rl,':r.r,r ti.ì Sì ì ÌlÍi:¿i¡

9 April 2011

tl¡;:lf-itä 0tj'ì'l,iË ¿iì0i l,illlìi.lur

,.,r,plï I il lilt¡

c cll\ Ii{ } ) llÌlN lL'll,\tr, tl¡,,

Your lixcellcncY,

'I'hanl< y0ì"1 lbr y()tìf col[el;polìdelìcc oj'14 lvfarcli2011 regarclìng thc [tev" Rourald G'

lliir¡r;ril,, a irriest ut yurí'Jin,,"o" ¡"",,sctcl oIpos;scssion of child polnography

AÍter- having oarchrlly erxatrtí[ecl l:¡'.e Acl'a, auc] ín liglrt of Yoni lixoellency's

c0rûfnerrts, this Congregalion autliorizes yotì t() initiate att atlrninislfûtive pcnal p|ocess iI1

accorrla'cc with c¿r'. tl7¡.0 C:f .'. Vottt'fixcellt)t-lcv is ki'dly re(lllesLcd:

l) to inlbrtì lLrc arr.r:trst:,:l ol'1he allcl¡alions ancì pt'oofs' while afl'or'<ìilp' ìrint ltle

oppor:tr-ttrity' via his canorlical aclvuc'¿tte' of'a ¡rroper cleibrlcc;

')') t.o cvaltratJ aoc\lrÍltel)¡ all thc ¡rlor:[ìs alcl thc cvitle'rco witll tlrc ?¡ssistal'ìcc ol twtl

¿lsscssors wlro aÌc colllpctellt aucl renowtrccl f.ol. their Pt'uclcttcc;

3l to isslre a clccrcc ìn iccorclancc \^,ith cr:. ii42-1350 (-'l(-'. if iht: delicr can be

provcn r,vith cer.tai*ry. 'fire clecl'cc shoi-rlcì corrtait'tthe rc¿rsulrs in it¿re et infacto'

I1. Yonr. Iixoellency rvcre tcl consicJct it opportune to recl:esl i.he ¡tenally oJ dismit's'al

bcrcquesletlf.ìrst.[ì.ollltlris(ìorrgr.cgitt'ioir.lirtlrcevelltthatactecreew0let()tlcissrredbytlris
Dicastcr.y, llrc at:cl'lstxl wou.lcì ,.tuu,.y* lravc l.h,: rìglit to pfcs01]t ltjs tcctlu¡se tcl úrc ()Lclìtrary

Sessiorr oi tlre Oaidinal atrcl llishr:p 
-Metnbe"s 

o[' ilris Oong|egatitl n \l''critt lL') 
. _

Your,[ixcelletrc:yisalsot-enriuclecloftLreolllig;ationtoar]heretotlleuorrtlsofclCcat'r'
28]t

Wrth playclfi-tl sr'rppolt anti bcst rvisho:;' I tcuain

Yollrs siucclclY iu (ìhList,
.4'

¡'' 2L't (7 i7¡ )-&a.-/rz:" "1 
*.'

l_/ .... 
' 

.y'-'

& I-tlis F" Lnl¡,*^rrt'{, S'l'
I'itular A.rchbishop of llhibica

SecrelarY

I-lis lixccllc;ncY
'l'hr: Most Lìevelend -Iel'o¡¡ne lÌì' lf 't¡^'l'lit'-¡<I

A r ch b i.s'h o ¡t of Mi lvt' cr u lre' e

'1501 Souill l.alce l)rive
Milwarrkr:c. Wìscotrsirr 5']?'01 -09 l?-

tiNI Il,l) S i'Al'i'ìS OIì' AN4lil{'l(l:\
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rimûvfl Ei þ,mwArRffi {,1 srEeKÏ

lM"rseratia¡ne DivÍna et A'postoliaae Sedis Clratia

ArrcÏ'riepiscopus lVf ilvatnctrriensi's

Prot. N.: CDF 55812010 - 35i34
IVÍI(F] O?,/1] API}

ÐHCIüTE

Ilaving been authorizecl liy th(r (ìongregaiion fcrr ths Docirine of the Faith to ruidertal<e an

oãrninättative penal process in the' matter of the

li.overeneì t{onald 0" tiNGEL

I herewith decree the opening of ttris pt'oeess in accord with the trorm of canon 1720'

'I'wo assessors shall be ap¡rointed. A clefense brief will be solioited upon a roview of lhe

allegations b)' the procurator/aclvor;¿rte for the accttsed'

î nppoint rhe lîevcr:end'Philiij Reilirnliei¡i ãÈ Prciiirotef ofJäs{irie'(c1c cánon Iffi0I' I

also appoi't tfr* V"ry nlvttåtiJ Wiffiu-'l(uh1.' as Notary for this'process (ClC canons

483 &484)

Given this 17rr'claY of MaY 2011

ç'
L

Reverencl Jertlnre E, Listçeki

ArchbishoP o f .lVilwaukee

Very Reverentl V/i tliarn Kohler

1\otary

t {à, Hr/-(,.,',^- "[:í'fu^ ,
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Archdiocese of Milwaukee
MetroPolitan Tribunal

3501 S Lake Drive
Milwaukee, Wl 53207-0912

Decrees & Ëvidence
Ãdrinitttutive Penal Process (ln Progress)

Reverend Ronald Ëngel

CDFProt N:558/2010

MIL\V/UKHE

METROP OI.I'f AN'f RI]]IINAL

Withdrreregarelto5i{e'ÄÁ1lliN:1,Û]IUMS]]NCT]T/4T"IS,I|JTELAa.ndtherevised
substant:ive narmË,Ã*ì*f- 30$$l&2, promulgated 2l May 2010' these clocutnents

à.* *uU¡**t to the restrictions of the ponti{ical secret'

At the direction of the Most Reverend Jerome E' Listecki' Archbishop of..

Milwaukee, these documents are forwarcled from the care of the Metropolitan

Tribunaloftheer"hdio"*seofMilwaukeeon30september20ll'

Very ll.ev aul f]
Judicial Vicar

ADOMO5O338
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1 985
1 985
I 985
t972

T7

18

1,1

l5
ll

Sexual contact (nrultiple) Jrily l98B

Sexual contact MaY 1,2002

Sexual cotrtact MaY 1,2002
Sexual contact MaY l, 2002

Gerritalfon<llirig APnl25,2002

CIVIL PROCEEDINGS

2002 Dishjct AttomeY ordered
criminal investigation
Civil suit filed bY victim
Counter suit filed bY Flanser

Cases beyond statute of
limitations
Settled out ofcourt
Settlcd out of courl

2002
2002

1988 Asked to take personal leave while allegations studied; substance of allegations

aolnowledged and resiglation ftom ofñce accepted; professional counseling and spiritual

direction ordered

1991 Permitted.io make personal arrangements to provide chaplain services'rvith no

appointment to oflice at a hospitai with lestrictions and monitoring providing no contact

with minols
lgg5 Precept restúcting all publíc minishy, revoking faculties, and ordering no contact witlr

minors (May25, iSSi);modification of precept allowìng exercise of ministry'atrcl

restoration of faculties ûut only ìn a hospital setting with no contact with minors

(SePtember 13, 1995)

Z00Z Èreäept reinstates all restrictions on public miristry (April 3, 2002)

2004 case referred to the congregation for the Doct¡ìne of the Faith

SUSTENANCE PROVIDED BY THE DIOCESE

Father Hanser is in,dependently wealthy with a luxury horne and automobile and considerable assets'

Nonetheless, because tre is eligible hc isceives a monthly pension check from the priests' pension

planandisprovidedthesamshealthberrefitsasanyrotireclprìest'

RESPONSE / RECOURSE BY'THE CLERIC

MEASTJRES ADOPTED BYTHE DIOCESE

Year

1988Adnittedtlrcsubstanceoftheal1egatiorrsbytheffimi1y'submitted
resignation frr¡ruolTice, paid the major part of the settlement with the family

2002 C]onfronted uo'ents; adnrittedsubstance of allegat;ions and asked.for
,,conficlentialäFffiU'tern, offerecl to write letters of apology but letJers deemed

inaclequate du€ to "excuses" fbr behavior

INVESTIGATION PROCESS :

The lgBB clailns r.vere taken to Father Hanser try tlie vicar fbr clergy and acknowledged'

subsequent claims have been consistent with the reported pattern, Most of the victims

**r* r** large fa'rilíes. Father Hanser became friends with the famiiy and subsequently

invited the mùe children irl the family to hìs lake {ol1n'ge whcre the assaults took place'

AÐd)M012241



ARC HD IOC] ESE OF MILWA LIKE,E

NAME: .David John llanser

DATE OF BiRTH
ORDINATION: May 31, 1958

OR]GINAI, DIOCFSE OF- INCARDINATION: ATCIT<IiOCCSE Of MíIWAUKCE

CLERIC'S ADDRESS: W330 N6385 Hasslinger Drive
Nashotah, WI 53058

PROCUIìA'IOR: Unkroln
PROCTIRATORS ADDRESS:
ASSIGNMEN"]' HiSTORY;

Assistant - Chnst I(ìng Parish (Wauwatosa, WI) - June 20, 1958

Assistant - Sacred Heart Parish (Racine, WÐ - July 7, 1960

Faculry - Catholic Memo¡ial High School (lVar"rkesha, WI) - July 6, I961

Faculry - St. Joseph Higir Sehool (Kerrosha, WI) - June 16, 1970

Associate Fastor - st. John vianney Parish (Brooklìelcl, wI) Juns i3, 1972

Assooiare Pasror -. Holy Family Parish (whitefish Bay, wI) - June 13, 1978

Pastor - St. Mary Padsh (Pewaukee, WI) -'February 9, 1982

Leave ofAbsence - JuiY 14, l98B
Resignation - November 30, 1988

Awaiting Assigrunent - Dccember 1^ 1988

Unassigrred rvith restricted ministry - Septeinber 1, I995

Restrícted from all public ministry - April 2002

Retired - MaY 6,2002
ACCUSATiONS:

ÃGB.:12
YEARS OF ¡/iNISTRY: 30 years Q''lot in
any fbrmal assignrnent since 19BB)

t97 5

1 968

'leen

12

11

18

Genital fondling November 1975

Sexual assault; May 4,2002
genital fondling
Sexual assault; }y',aY 4,2002
genital fondling
bencath clothing
Attempted sexual JulY l98B
contact (once)
Sexual assault (once) JulY l9B8
Sexual assauit (25 to July 1988

40 times)
Scxual çontact (rnultiple) July 1988

Sexual contact }daY 1,2002
Sexual contact MaY 1,2002
Sexual contact }i/.aY 1,2002
Genitalfondling ÃprtJ25,2002

1969

1969

1974
1 968-
1973
L91A
1985
198 5

198 5

t912

17

17

15

n

l6
1 t-16
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CIVIL PROCI]IiDINGS
Crlnviction SentenceYear TvDe/case

2002

2002
2.002.

Distnct AitomeY orderecl

criminal investigation
Civil suit fileci by victim
Counter suit filed by Hauser

Cases beyond statute of
limitations
Settled out ofcourt
Settled out of'couri

MEASTJRES ADOPTJJD BY TFTE DIOCESE
Â cfinlreâr

1 9BB

1991

199,s

Asked to take personal leave while allegations studied; substance of allegatíons

acknowìeclged and resigrration frorn office accepted; professional counseling and spilitual

direction ordered
Permìttçcl to make personal anangements to provide chaplain services with no

appointment to off,rce at a hospital with rcstrictions and monitoring providing no contact

with ininors
Precept restricting all public ru.inistry, revoking faculties, and ordering uo contact witþ

minors (May 25,lsss); modìfication of precept alJolving exercise of rrrinistry and

restoration of'fäculties but only in a hospital setting with no contact with rninors

(September 13, i995)
Èr""ept reinstares all restrictions on public nrinistry (Aprìl 3. 2002)

Case iefened to the Congregatio. for the Dochine of the Faith
2002
2004

SUSTENANCE PROV1DED BYTHE DIOCESE
Father Hanser is indepenclently wealthy with a luxury hotne and automobile and considerable assets'

Nonetheless, becatrse he is eligiUte he receives a montlily pension check from the priests' pension

plan and is provided the same health benetjts as any retired pnest.

RESPONSE / RECOURSE BY THE C]LEzuC:

Yt',t¡r Action

1988 Admitted the substance of the allegations bythdffi family, submitted

resignation from office, paid the major parl of the settlement with the family

Z00Z Confi.onted lryWparents; admittcd substance of allegations ancl asked for
.,confidentiafítffiffi-Urern, offered to write ietters of apology but lefters deemed

inadequate due to "excuses" for bçhavior

INVESTIGATION PROCESS :

The I988 claims were taken to Father Hanser lry the Vicar for Clergy and aclcnowledged'

Subserluent claims have been consistent with the reported pâttern. Most of the victirns

were filom large famil.ies. Father Hanser irecarne friends with the farnily artri subsequently

invited the male children in the fàmily to his take cottage where the assaults took place.

}i4.ay I7,2044
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OL,nc-r.. oF THh Atcngt.sttoP

}1.ay 17,2004

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger
Congregation for the Doctrìne of the Faith
Pìazza del S. Uffizio 1l
00193 Rorne, ltaly

Your Eminence:

In accord with the norms af Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela,I am submitting for
your consideration the case of a priest of the Archctiocese of Milwaukee. Reverend Davjd

John Hanser has been accused of multiple acts of sexttal abuse of minors. The sumrnary

of thess allegations is enclosecl. Father l{anser has admitteci that a number of these acts of
sexual assault occurted.

over fhe years, efTorls wefe made to provide spirirual and psychological

interventiols fhat would rehabílitate Father Halser, It was thought that a non-parochial

assigrrment mrght be possible. With our current understanding of the nature of his

conciition, it is clear that he will never l¡e able to assume any public ministry.

As we have revieweci the varjous files, it is clear that he consistently abused his

office both to gain access to vulnerable boys anci to elicit the trust of their parents. He

used his personal and family wealth as a way to approach families of similar status and

befrien{ them. F{e manipuiated those friendships into oppoltunities to iake the young

males to his lalce cott¿ìge where the sexual contact occurred.

The impact on his various victims has been signifioant. Thc A¡chdiocese of
Milwaukce is paying ongoing therapy costs for several of them and has done so for a

nurnber of years. Our new found awaleness of the severil.y of damage caused by sexual

abuse at the hancis of clergy makes it irnpossible for us to ignore this situation.

'lhe notoriety of this case irecame even more serious in2002 with the

amlou¡ce111ent of a crirninal investigation. While no charges were filed becausc of the

statute of limitatiols, the district attomey concluded that, in his professionai judgement,

the assaults ciid occur. Additional publicity arose witl.r the filing of civil suits. Rather tlian

take a hu¡ble a¡d remorscful stance, Father I'Ianser occasioned more scanclai by suing

thc indivirjuals who filecl the suit. Because of his financial status, he was able to arrive at

a m.onetary settlernent the cietails oFwhich have not been shared with me.

350I Soutir Laì<c Drive, PO Box 070912, tvfiiwaukee' WI 53207-0t.[2

Pso¡ie: (4l4)769-3497 'Wt¡ sttu: wwwitlchnril org
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llis Emiueuce Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger

Congregatron fcrr the Doctdne of the Faith

page 2

Given the nature and frequency of the alieged and admitted sexrtal alruse, along

with the serious abuse of office, I have pondered long and hard to arrive at an <lpìnion

about the most appropriate action to be iaken. In orrler that justice may be made manifest

an<l heating of tiie viótírns and the Church may proceed, I am asking that Reverend David

John Hanser be dismisse d ex fficio, ad poenant froil the clerical state. Father has

sufficient financial Íesources to c¿re for his personal needs and will continue to receive

his pension, IIe owns his own home where he is currently residing.

If the juctgement of Your Eminence js that this case should proceed to a dismissal

by decree of your Congregation, I would cerle to that judgement. Furtltermore, if it is
yáur judgement that this case shoulcl proceed tfuough a canonioal penal process, I humbly

requesi a dispensation fi'om prescription as well as a sanation of any procedural etrors

that rnay have occurred duling the years this case was under investigatiou. The severiiy

of the offenses is such that it is my opinion that these requests are justifìed.

I look forward to your fuilher instructions in this matter'

With sentiments of deepest esteem, I am,

Sincerely yours in Clrrist,

f {fu*l,ðd"1
lVIost l{everend Tirnothy M. Dolan

Archbishop of Milwaukce

.,S*Þ¿"-
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ARCIIDIOCESE OF í\'f TI,WALIK EE

NiAME: Dlvicl,lohn Hanser

DA'IE OF IlIRllH: NI-aY 6,193?'

0RDINATION: MaY 3 1, l95B

ORIGINAL DIOCESE
CLERIC'S ADDRESS

Pl{ O CUR-ATOR: Ll ril<lown
PROCURATORS ADDIIESS
AS

Oll INCARDINATION; Archdiocese of Milwaukee

Nashotah, WI 53058

AGlr,:72
YEARS OF MINIST'IIY: 30 years (Not in

any forrnal assignment since 1988)

61

t()72
1978

SiGNMENT HiSTORY: . :

Assistarrt - Christ King Parish (Wauwatosa' Wl) - Junc'20' 19"58

Assistant'- Sacred Heãrt Parish (Racitie, WD - July 7' l9!9 
,

rracurry - carholic Mcmorial Lligh school (Y,1}1]lî-*Jtu' T! .l:Y 6' t9

Facully - !it- Joseph lligh School (I(enosha'"WÐ,¡,J,qge l0' lvi/u

Associate Pusrr:r * St. Jilin Vinrurey Parish (Broö[líülil; ,\v;!1.'.J'ture 1 3 
'

Associate Pastor - Holy Family Parish (wliilçfish Bay. wÐ';lJuñèl3,

Pastor - St. Mary l'arish (I'crvaukee, WI) - February 9 ' 1982 î' 
,.

Leave of Absence - JulY 14, 198$-.':,.

Resignation - Novclr.rber 3 0. 19fi8'',,,.,:',',.

¡sseil1b[r,1'J98llAwaiting Âssigtunettt
Unassi gnod with restri.e.Ieil minisrry'l''iSPn¡:rnber 1, 1 995

Resl ricted f}om al.içriUliù nl i+i"stry

Relired MrrY Ó,.2002
- Apr.il;30oz

ACCI]SA"IIONS

11.Cr ¿t

rgi 5

1 968

1969

1969

1970
1 968-
t913
1 970
I 985
I 985
1 985
1912

lJ'c.*r-t

:.1.2

r1

TB

üenital fondling Novenrber 1975

Sexrral assault; MaY 4,2002
genital fbndling
,Sexual assatrli; MaY 4,2002
gcnital londling
beneath clothing
Attempted sexual JulY 1988

contact (once)

Sexual assault (once) Jrrly 1988

Sexual assault (25 to JulY 1988

40 times)
Sexual contacf (multíple) July l98B

Sexual corrtaot MaY 1,2002

Sexual contact MaY i, 2002

SexuaÌ oontact .}i4aY 1,2002

Genitaìf'ondling April25'2002

l6
I l-ló

11

18

11

15

11

AIXIh,r(}40215
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CIVII, PROCì]EDIN(ìS

2002 District AttorneY orderecl

oriminal investi gatiott

Civil sr¡it fìlecl bY victirl
Countet'suit filed bY Llanscl

Cases beyond statutc ot
lirnitations
Settled out ofcourt
Settled ottt of courl

S rlce

2002
2002

IVIIIASURES ,'\DOP'|ED I]Y THE DIOCESI]

Year Action

1 988

199 i

I 995

Asked t6 talce personal leave while allegations studied;''substattce of allegations

aclcrrowleclge<l ancl resigriation h'om oflice accepted'; professional counseling ancl spiritual

dircction or',Jcred

Per[Itteci to makc personal aI'Iallgements to.provicie chaþlain se¡ices with no

a¡rpointment to offo" at a hospital rvith restfictions aud monitoring providing no cootact

with minors - -::

Precept restr.icting all public ministry, revoking tacûiÉes; and ordering no coiltact with

minoÀ (May 25,1995); modificat!9¡ 9f p¡çcept allowing exe:.:Qise ol rninistry and

rçstoration óf fàc¡lties but ouly,in a hospila'1"$etting lvttir no contact with minors

(September 13, 1995)

È.e"ept reinstates all resffíctionsrö¡!.gublic rtriiiistry (April 3, 2002)

Case iet'emed to the Congleeation f'ö{,t\1,Ð.õCt 'ne of the Faith
2002
2004

susrEN^.NCE PROV IDËD n y îi'-ru' ntqcEsE' ì 

"-l'' :,
¡-ather Hansçr is irrtlepeudenfly wealtlty wi$a,luxuryJ1.{}rtt","¿q$ automotríle and considerable asscts

Nonctheless, becausshe iççliÈifrte he ieoeilénâ:.nronrhly,gèirs-lb¡: chcck from tlie priests' pension

plan and is provi<1ecl the sârìe health benefits àSl'?irW retirq-tl'irriesl.,

RESPONSE / IÈECOLIRSE BY'TI{E CLDRIC

Y

19gg ' Aclurinç<l the substûncå oJf the allegations try theffithnrily, strlrnriltecl

I resignation lion offirg, paiel the nrajor part of the setf lenrgnt wi{h the family

2Oo2 q;grrllcntecl byffiialents; achlritted sutrstance of allegations ancl aslced fi;r
,iiir:r:fidcntirtityffithem, o[I"erer-1 to writs letters of apology but ]etters ctsemed

iriaclecluate duË tt) "cxcusr;$" fol: behavior

INVESTIGATION PROCESS :

The 19gB claims werc taken to Father flanser by the Vical fol Clergy arìd acknovvledged.

Sutlsequent claims have been consistent rvith the reported pattern' Most of the victims

*"r" fror-,, large families, F-ather Hanser became fì'iencls ivith the family and subsequently

invitecl the ulale cirildren in the farnily to his lakc cottage where the assar"llts took place '

AÐ()M(} 4$216



C¿uon+ [,aw Fn or'rcssIoNALS

February I tl, 2005

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect
Congregation for the l)octrine of the Faith
Piazza dcl S. Ufüzio
00193 Rorne ltaly

Reverend David J. Hanser, Á.rchdiocese of Mihvaukee

Your Eminencc:

I write to you today as the advocate and procurator for Father David J. Hanser, a priest of the Archdiocese
of Milwaukee. I am enclosing a copy of the mandate.

Fatlrer Hanser contacted me on February 9,2005, after he had just received a letter sent fioln the

Archbishop of Milwaukee, the Most Reverend Tirnothy M. Dolan, on February 5,2005, which indicated

the Archbishop's intent for the laicization of Father Hanser, The Archcliocese has not yet provided any

infonnation or explanation about the allegations made against Father Hanser. Tlie only source of
information has beelt the media. I have requested the opportunity to review Father Hanser's file and am

waitiug to arrârlge a. specific date.

I understand that his current situation stems from inci<Ìents that allegedly occurretl a number of years ago'

It is also my understancling that Father Hanser is living in ¡'etirement and has had his faculties restrictecl.

Further, I have spoken brief'ly with Ms, tsalbara Anne Cusak, the Delegate of the Archbishop of
Milwaukee, the Most Revereud Timothy M. Dolan, who infomed me that Father Hanser's oase h¡ts

already lreen forwarded to the Doctrhre of the Faith along with the Archbishop's voÍum asking fot an

involuntary dismissal from the clerical state.

I'atlrer Hanser has been retirçd since May, 2002. His ministly has been restricted. The Archdiocese has

sought little contact with !-ather Hanser since that time. Father Hanser is we ll over seventy )/ears of age.

Father Hanser does lot want to be laicized. He wishes to remain a priest irl his retiremenl., but he does not

seek to be active. tle is concerned about the supplemental bealtir insurance provided by tlre Archdiocese
* something very understandable for a man of hís age.

I ask you to all<lw ine time to revìew Father Hanser's files and the infonnation whiclt the Archdiocese has

so that I can provide an appr-opriate def'ellse statenrent on his behalf.

Sincerely,

J. MichaclRitty, J.C.L., Ph.D.
Ädvocate and Procurator for Fathcr

çncl: canouical rnat¡datc

¡u/.:c: Mout Reverend Tirnotiry M, Dolan; Father David Flanser

29 I,OWËR COPIJI ÀND IIII,I, ROAD Ë FFURA I}LISIJ, NEW YORK. 12Û67 O5I8-768.2507 '
WWW.CANÛNI-AWPÌIOFESS]ONALS.COþf @JMR(4)CANOIIUTVIìì.OFESSION,4'I,S.CON4
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Your Eminence:

I an in receipt of a copy of a letter sent to you by Mr. Michael Ritty on behalf of

Reverencl David Hanscr (copy enclosed). The matler being addressed was sent by the

archdiocese to t¡e Congràgutiotr for the Doctrine of the Faith in May 2004. Since Mr'

Ritty is being given inconéct information by Father l"Ianser, I thought it irnporlant to

correct some statements contained in the letter you have receíved'

Fathcr Hanser has apparentty informed Mr. Ritty that he cloes not klorv the

substance ofallegation* ugãitttt him because the archdiocese has not "provided any

information or explanatioã about the allegations." This statement is false. Father Hanser

r,vas infomred whån these allegations first came forward in 1975 and again in 1988. In

19BB one family with multiple victims came forward and he aclmitted the veracity of the

reports. He resiþed from office at that time. Again, in 2002, when he was conlronted [ry

the par"nts of three meinbers of a famíly who were abused, he again admitted the abuse

arrd offered to sencl them a letter of apology, I:Ie v/a$ a pâl1y to a settlerrent âncl provided

a portion of the monetary compensation in the first instance. Father Hanser filed suit

ajainst that same famílyin 2002. Clearly he lc'ows what allegations have led to

canonicai action against him.

Thank you for yoru attention to this case. If there is any fufther information I can

provide, please do not hesitate to contaçt me'

With sentiments of esteem and much gratitude, I am,

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

Piaz,zadei S. Uffizio 11

00193 Rome, Italy

March 5,2005

Sincerely yout-s in Christ,

Most Reverend TiraothY M. Dolan
Archbishop of Nlilwaukee

AÐOMÛ \226û



I,ATCtrZATTON II-ÛSCTdIT'T - UT{OFFTCIAI. TRÂNSI,ÄTTÕN
Congregation for tlie Dc¡ctrilte of the Faith

Prot. N.: 247104
Milwaukee

Father David .Iohn H,A.NSER

September 'J0,2005

'I'he Supreme Pontilï Pope tsenedict XVI

havilg heard the opinion of this Congregation concertling the serious actions of the above named

presbrter of the Archdiocese of Mihvaukee (Milwaukee, USA),-with tire proper docutnentatiotl

iiaving bee¡ sent and flnding this final decisìorr to be beyoncl appeal and uot su\ect to recotlrsc,

has decreed

that the penalty of dismissal from the presby'terate be imposed.

This same presbyter is also granted a dispensation foom all of the obligations co¡urected with sacre<l

Orders in accor<l with the following consideration:

1. ,The dismissal and <lispensation takc cffcct at the very moment of the decision of the

Rornan Porrtiff.

Z. The decree of disrnissal and dispensation are to be communicatcd to the presbyter by the

competent local Orclinary and lto one has the right to separate. those two elements.

Indeçd, further, it carries with it, insofar as it is neÇessary? absolution from censures.

3. Notice of the granting of the dismissal and dispensation is to bB inscribed in the

baptismal register o l the af'orementioned presbl4er's parish"

4, With regard to the celebration of a calronical maffiage, the norms set down in'lhe Code

of Cangn Law must be applied. The Ordinary, however, should take oare that the

matter bc discreetþ lianclled without pomp ol external display'

5. The ecclesiastrcal authorify, to whom ìt bclongs Ío notify the priest, should eamestly

exhort him to take part ln itre lifè of the People of God, in a mauner consonant with his

rle\¡/ mode of livínf, to give edification. and thus to show himself a most loving son of
the Church. At thJsarnã tirne, however, hc should be informed of the foilowing points:

a) the dismissed presbyter automaticallv loses the rights proper to the cierical_state, as

wcll as ecclesiastical dignities and offices; hç is tto lorrger boulrcl by ihe other

obligations connected with the clerical state;

b) he remaius excludecl frorn the exercise of the sacred minisky, with the exception of
those functions mentioned in çanons 976 and 986, $2, and, as a resrtlt, he nray not

give a homily rror is he able to hold a clirective offioe in the pastoral field nor to
exercisç the funcfion of parochìal adminishator;

c) similarly, he may not dìscharge any firnclion ìn seminaries and in equivalenl
instifutions. In other institutions <11'higher studies, which are in any way whatever
depe¡clent upon ecclesiastical authority, he rnay not cxercise a directive furlction;

A[)OM{}x2{0-\7



d) in those institutions of higher studies which are not dependent upon ecclesiastical

authority, he may not teach any cliscipline wllich is properly theological or closely

connected with the same;

e) in ì¡stitutions of lorver studies, which arc dependent ttpon ecclesiastical authority,

he ruay not exercise the function of teaching a discipline whicli is properly

theological. A dis¡rissed aùcl dispr:nsed presbyter is helrl by the same rule in

teachiñg Religion in an instilution of the same kind not clependent upon

ecclesiastical authoritY.

6. The Ordinary is to t¿ke care lest the dismisscd pi'esb14or,- because. of a lack of prudonce,

exhibits ,catrdul to the faìthful. This pastoral solicitude of the Ordinary is most important

if a danger of abnse of minors, although remote, ìs present'

7. Notification of the clismissal and dispensation can be made either personally or through

an ecclesíastical notary or through registered mail. The dismissed pri-est ought to retain a

copy properþ signed" attesting to his reception and acceptance of this dismissal and

Airp""sation án¿ ãlso its pre cepts, but if he does not it does trot impede the effect of this

decree.

g. At an opporflrne time, the Ordinary is to sencl a brief report to the Congrcgation on his

compteilån of rlie notification, and, if ürere is any wonclerment on the part of the faithful

he is to provide a pntdent explanafion.

All tlrings to the contrary notwithstatrding.

From the Offlrces of the Congregation, the 30rh day of Septembe¡ 2005

/s/ Willíam L. Levada
Archbishop Emeritris

ofl San Francisco in California
Prefect

/s/ Algelus Arnato, S.D,B.
Tifular ArohbishoP of Silens

Secretary

Ðate of notification

/s/ lsl
ofprcsbyfer as sign ofacceptance of Ordinary

ADûnf 0n2{}X I



L,AI CTZ,A.TION R,ESCRTPT - UNO F'FICI},L TRA}I SL-,\TIO I\
Congregation fbr the Doctrine of the Faith

Prot. N.: 241104
Milwaukee

Father David John IIANSER

September 30, 2005

The Supreme Pontiff Pope Benedict XVI

having heard thç opirrion of lhis Congregation concerning the serious actions of the above named
presbyter of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee (Milwaukee, USA), with the proper docurnentafion
having becn sent and finding this f,rnal decision to be beyond appeal and not subject to rÇÇourse,

has decreed

that the penalty of dismissal from the presby'terate be imposed,

Tlris same presbyter is also granted a dispensation from all of the obligations connected with sacred

Orders in accord with the following consicleration:

1. ,The <lismissal and dispensatiou take effect at the very moment'of the decision of the

Roman Pontiff.

2. Thc decree of dismissal and dispensation arc to be communicated to the presbyter by the

cornpetent local Otdinary and no olre has the riglrt to separate those two elements.
Indeed, further, it carries with it, insofar as it is nçççssary, absolufion from censures.

3. Notice of the granting of the dismíssal and dispensation is to be inscribed in thc
baptismal rcgister of the aforementioned prestryter's parish.

4. With regard to thc celebration of a canonical marriage, the norms set down in The Code
of Canon Law must be applied. The Ordinary, horvever, should take care that the

matter be discreetly handled without pomp or external display.

5. The ecclesiastical authorily, to lvhorn it belongs to notily the priest should earnestiy
exhort him to take part in the life of the People of God, in a matmer consonant with his
new mode of living, to give edilication, and thus to show himself a most loving son of
the Church. At the same time, however, he should be informecl of the following points:

a) the dismissed presbyter automatically loses the rights proper to the clerical state, as

well as ecclesiastical dignities and offices; he is no longer bound by the other
obligations connected with the clerical state'

b) he remains cxcluded from the exercise of the sacred minishy, with the exception of
those ftinctions mentioned in canons 976 and 986, $2, and, as a result, he may not
give a homily nor is he able to hold a directive office in the pastoral field nor to
exercise the function of parochial administrator;

c) similarly, he may not discharge any function in seminaries and in equivalent
institutions. In other institutions of higher studies, which are in any way whatever
dependent upon eoclesiastical authority, he may not oxercisc a directive function;

ADOM{}39714
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d) in those insfitutions of higher studies which are not dependent upon ecclesiastical
authorify, he may uot teach any discipline which is properly theological or closely
connected with the same;

c) in instituljons of'lowe¡ studies, which are dependent upo11 ccciesiasticai authority,
he may nôt exercise the functìon of teaching a discipline which is properly
theological, A dismissed and dispensed presbyter is held by the same rule in
teachíng Religion in an instìtution of the same kind not dependent upon
ecclesiastical authority.

6. The Ordinary is to take care lestthe disnrissedpresbyter, because of a lack of prudence,
cxhíbits scandal to the faithful. This pastoral solicitude of the Ordinary is most important
íf a danger of abuse of minols, although ronlote, is present,

7. Notifìcatiou of the dismissal and clispensatiou can be made either personally or through
an ecclesiastical notary or through registered rnail. The dismisscd priest ought to rctain a
copy properly sig:retl attcsting to his reception and acceptance of this dismissal an<l
clispensation and also its precepts, but if he does not it does not impecle the effect of thjs
decree.

8. At an opporlune time, the Ordinary is to send a bricf report to the Congregation on his
completi<-rn of the notification, and, íf there is any wondermerlt on the parl of the faithful
he is to provide a prudent explanafion.

AII things to the conlrary nohvithstanding.

From the Oflices of the Congregation, the 30ù day of September, 2005

/s/ Wílliam L. Levada
Archbishop Emeritus

of San Francisco in Califontia
Prefect

/s/ Angelus Amato, S.D.R.
Titular Àrohbishop of Silens

Secretary

Date of notifìcation

lsl
Sigrrafure of presbyter as sign of acceptance Signature of Orclinary

A[]{}R{{}397t5



CoNçR.EGATTo pRo DocTRINA Frorcr
(Dimissio e statu clericali ac dispensatio ab oneribus)

Prot. N. 247104

Milvaukiensís

D.nus David John HANSER

Die 30 m. Septembris a.2005

Sumrnus Pontifex Benedictus, Papa XVI

Audita relatione huius Congregationis cilca gravem agendi rationem supraclicti
presbyteri archidioecesis Milvaukiensis (v.d, Milvraukee, U,S.A.), praemissis praemittendis,
srÌnrern e aïquc ina¡,p ellabi li riec i si on e nul liqu e rec r¡isui ohno:iia.

decrevit

poenam dirnissionis dicto presbytero in'ogandam esse.

Eidem presbytero etiam dispensationem concedit ab omnibus oneribus sacrae
Ordinationi conexis iuxta sequentes rationes.

1" Dimissio ac dispensatio vim habent ab ipso momento decisionis Romani Pontificis.

2. Dimissionis ac tlispensationis Decretum presbytero a competenti Ordinario loci
notifìcetur, cui numqnam fas est duo illa elernenta seiungere. klemque insuper secumfeil
absolutionem a censuris, quatenus opus sit.

3' Notitia dimissionis ac dispensationís adnotehr in Libris baptizatorum paroeciae
praedicti presbyteri.

4. Quod attinet si casus ferat, ad celebrationem canonici matrimonii, applicandae sunt
noflnae quae in Codice luris Canoníci statuuntur. Ordinarius vero curet ut res caute
peragantur sine exteriore apparatu.

5" Auctodtas ecclesiastica, cui spectat l)ecretum praefato sacerdoti notificare, hunc
enixc hofietur, ut vitam Populi Dei, ratiorre oongruendi çum nova oius vivendi condicione,
participet, aedificationetn praestet et ita probum Ecclesiae fìlium se exhibeat. Simul autem
eidem notuin faciat eaquae sequuntur:

ADOMO397L6



ø) presbyter dimissus eo ipso am.tttit iura statai clerical.i propria, clignitates eÍ olrtcia
ecclesiastica; ceteris oblígationibus cltm statu clericali conexis tlon amptius
ødstringitur;
b) exclustts m¿tnel ab exercitio sacri ministerii, iis exceptis de quilrus in can. 976 et
9!ø S 2 CJC ac propterea nequit homiliam habere, nec potest fficium gerere
directivum in ambitu pastorali neve munere administratoris paroeciatis fungi; 

-

c) item nullum. mun.us absr¡lvere potest in Seminariis et in Institutis aequiparatis. h
a.liis In,stitutis studiorum gradus superioris, quqe quocltmque modo depenrtent ab
Auctoritate ecclesiastica., tru.tnere dìrectivo vel offrcio docendi Jungi nequit;
d) in aliis vero Insti.tt¿tis studiorum gradus superioris ab Auctoritate ecclesiastica non
dependentibus nu llam theo logicam dis ciplinam tradere potest ;
e) in Institutis autetn studiorunt gradus inferioris dependentíbus eb Auctorítate
ecclesiastica, munere directivo vel fficio docendi fungi nequi.t. Eadem lege tenetur
presbyter diruissu,ç ac dispensatus in tradenda Religione in Institutis eiusd,em generis
non dependentibus ab Aucloritctte ecclesiastica.

6. Ordinarius curet ne presbyter dimissus, plopter defectum debitae prudentiae, fidelibus
scandalum praebcat, Haec pastoralis sollicrtudo Ordinarium a fortiori gravissime urget si adest
periculum quarnvis remotum minoribus abutendi.

7" Notifìcatio dimissionis et dispensationis fieri potest vel personaliter per notarium
aut scclesiasticum actuarium vel per <epistulas perscriptas>> (raccomundala, cerürtcada,
enregistrrje, registered, Einschreiben). þcqglos dimissus unum exemplar restituere detet rite
subsigrratum ad fîdem receptionís o{ffiæis eiusdem dimissionis ac clispensationis ac
sirnul etiam plaeceptorum, quod si non faciat integer rnanet effectus hujus Decrãtí.

8. Tempore autem opportuno, Ordinarius competens breviter ad Congregaüonerrr de
peracta notificatione referat, et si qua tandem fìctelium admiratio aclsit, prudentí èxplicatione
provideat.

Contrariis quibuscumque minime obstantibus.

Ex Aedibus Congregationis, die 30 ni. Septembris a.2005

+wi Ë&r./',-^
* Gulielmus

Archiep,
Sancti Francisci in California

Praefectus

^9fuøÐ
e Angelus AMATO, S,D.B.
Archiep. Titularis Silensis

a Secretis

Dics notificationis ¿*

Subsignatio
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CONC}R-EGATTO
PRO DOCT'I{INA FIDE,I

?nor, N 24710A .27722
(Iu tspon:iow lút ut¡¡lio |ttît¡ rtne¡ì)

001.20 Citrà ìcl \/¿tícano.

I)rl¡zzo ,.lel S Ilfiízio

27 October 2005

CONFIDENTIAL

Your Excelleucy,

I write v/ith regard to the case of the Reverend David .Iolrn HANSBR, a priest of
your Alchdiocese, who has been accused of multiple acts of sexual abuse of millots and

conceming whom Your Excellency has requested dismissal from the clerical sl4te ex fficio
et in poenam.

This Dicastery, after a careful and attentive study of the facts, ancl in light of the

faculty gfanted to this Congegation by the Supreme Pontiff on 7 February 2003 to dispense

from Article 17 of the Motu proprio "Sacruntentorum sanctitatis tutelu" rÈquiring a penal
judicial process, has decided to suppoÉ your request that the above-mentioned priest be

disnrissed ex fficio et tn poenøm. ftom the t:lerical state.

I;i ati ¿',.dicnou gra;:,ted cn 3S Scp:clirbcr 20C5, ilic Supt-e:,;is l;ctiff decreeC iirsJ the
Reverend David John Fianser is dismissèd ex fficio et in poenam from the clerical state ¿nd

is, moreover. released from all obligations of the Sacred Priesthood, including ¡hat of
celibacy. Any censures under which he may be labouring are remitted by this decree.

Your Excellency is asked kinclly to inform Father Hanser of this grave deciston
according to paragraph 7 of lhe enclosed decree. A sigrred and notarized copy of the decree
should be retumed to this Dicastery at your earliest convenience.

I take this opportunity to express my sincere respects antl I remain,

Yours devotedly in the Lord,

)<

t{. SDB
Titular Archbishop of Siia

Secretary"

(Enclosures)

His Exceliency
The Most Reverend 1'Írnothy M" DOLAN
Archbishop of Milwaukee
Offrce of the Archbishop
3501 South Lake Drive
Milwaukee, Wi 53207-0912, U.S,A.

AD0rM0397t E
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Septernber 14,2005

Archbishop Angelo Annto, SD13

Congregation fot thc Doctriue of the Faitll

Iliazz,a del S llffizío 11

00i93 Rome, ItalY

Your Excellency:

In accord with the norrìls of Sur:runtetttontnl sanctitati.s tutela,I arn submitting for your

co'sicleratio' the case of a ¡rr'ìest ol the ALchcliocsse of Milwaukee . Reverend John C. Wagner llas

been accused of sexual ¿rbusc of minols, 'lhe sunllllary of these allegations is enclosed. þ'ather

rrr .. -- r-^- ., ¡.-ir.r^J +h4r .j^,ìrÊ :r¡.jq nl cevn?ll assault occLlt'reel lltt1. dellies others.
yY agll6l f ì¿1) aulr¡llluu LltqL rurrru

Over the years, efforts wcre uracle to provide spiritual and psychological interventions that

woulcl rchaSilitate Fatírer Wagner. Although he was in therapy for the admitted behaviors and even

v/ent so f.ar as to rnake a recomrrritmer:rt 1o celibacy bef-ore two auxiliary bishops ancl his therapist,

he continued to re-offenrf . He has been rvithotrt any assignment and under precept not to exer<;ise

mi.istry lb,r lhe last ten years, With our oLrrrent nnclerstanding of the nature of his condition, it is

clear that he will nevçr be able to arìstulìe any public ministry. He has cooperated with the preceJrts

placeclrrponhimregardinglloexelojseofrnirristL;l'Flowever,{Ì.onlthelatestroportwehave

;*:*Jåîlî#ïlm:x'nÏffiiålïî;JiîJil,]i:îffiîl-".ïiii',iÏlrrgtinre
with Wagger at his resicleuce f'or the last few years, cÒncerns aï: raised anew' It is impossible to

frouicfe tîe lcvel of'nronitoling thirt woulcì secrl to be required in this case. Fathcr Wagner willnot

urove to a supe¡isecl residency. Therel'ore, the liability for the Archdiocese is great as is the

potential foricandal if it. appears that no cìefinitive action has beetl taken.

As we have reviewccl the varioLrs liles arid heard reports ftom victims, it is clear that he

co¡sistently abused his office botli to gain access 1o vulnerable adolescents, male and female

i¡disorirninately, arrcl to eiicit the trust of theil' parents, Both irr his- parochial assignments and in his

"u-pu* 
rniriistiypositions, hc f'ouncl o¡rportunities to abuse his office in a flagrant and repetitive

fashion, FIc has eihibited no rcmorse fbr tliese serious offences, His only conoc;m has been his

financial stat¡s. It was on thc Llasìs of'fì:rarroes that the cat.ronical procedures in 1995 were

abandoned.

T'he impact on his various victitls h¿rs beetr significant. The Alchdiocese of Milwaukcc lras

yet to cven locate all of the polenlial victirns that coulclcome forwarcl fbl'assistance, Our nerv f'ound

aw¿ìreness of thc severity of dainage causecl by scxttal abusc al thc ltuurJs of clergy makes it

impossible for us to ignárc lllis situatiou o| allo'.r' ilrry longer the unres;oh,ed natule of this case.

AÐûM04.0053
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Civcrr [he nature aucl fieclr-rerrcy of the allegcd and admitted sexual abuse, along with the

serjous abuse of oflice, I have ponder.ed loug and harcl to anivc at an opinion atrout the nrost

appr:opt-iate actio¡ to be lal<cn. In order that just,icc nray be lrlacls-¡¡tanilìrst arld healirlg ol'the
.ulÁtims arid the Ch¡rch may proccecl, I anr askin¡.¡ that ll.evereucl Jr:hn Cì, Wagner be clisrrrissed ¿x

fficio fiorr the clerjcal state , Whatevcr financial needs he trìay håve can be providerì lÌ-¡r from a

drncl that c¿m be set up for hirrr ulrtil hc is eligible for a pension.

If'the ju¿gernent of Your Ilnirrence is thal this oase should proceecl to a disnlissal by decree

of y.ur Cìongiegãtion, I woulcl ccde to tlrat juclgernent" The severity of the off'euses is such thar it is

my opirrion that these rccltlests alc justifì ed 
'

I look forward to yottr fi-rtthel itlstrttctions in this nratter.

with sentirnents of degpest estecnr ancl prayelfll best wishes, I atlt,

Sincerely yours iu Christ,

f-r+ r¿{^,r % Ì" . ,S"f¿^--

Most Reverend'I'imothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukee

,{DûM040054
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PEìISONAI,
DIí|AII,S OF TI{D
CI,ERIC (lrdination

OI{IGII.IAL DIOCESE Oli- ÍNCARDINA'IION

St. Pafrick Parish and
University of Wisoonsin,
Whitewater

St, Catheriuc Parish

ACCIJSATIONS ÄGAI}IS'I' THE CLERIC

DIOCT]SE l\4ilwaulcee

T{,AMTI OF OI{DINÄII.V 'l'irnothy M, Dolan

CÐIr PRol'.N. (tf avaitabte)

NAN4E OF CLI¡JI{IC Jolur C. Wal5net

Ilatc of llirflt March 6, 1945 Age 60

June 9, 1973 Years of ministry

Age Irnputable Acts

Unclear fi'om rccortls -- "sexttally
propositione<l" but unclear if any act

occur-rccl

lJncleal fiorurecord¡;' "sexually
proposilionecl" but utrclcar iI'any act

occuted

Milwaulcee

Now living, but not ministering, in Diocese o
Green

Pastoral team and canrpus

minister

Associatt pastor

f,)cnuncia tio¡r

f

Yoar VÍctir¡r

r 98ó

I 986 Ulcle ar'

I 986

r9B(:

20

MINIS'TRY IN/TR.ANSFER TO OTHER DIOCES]Ù

CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLII]RIC

PROCURATOF' (include original signed mandate)

AppointrnentYear

CON TACI"A.DDIIESS OF TI{E PITOCIJIIATOR

ASSIGNMENTS

Daniel W OSII in 199'3-1995

l(ewauree, WI 54216

Loc¡tio¡r

Cudahy, WI

No n'ranclate producecl; wolked with ììev

St, Frederick Parish

I'arish

r9'72

19'73

-t974
St. William Parish

Canrpus tninister'

Dcacon

Associate pastor

Associate pastor"Sheboygan lìalls, WI

Sheboygan, WI

Waukesha, WI

St. Maty Parish

University of Wiscotrsin,
Shebo

1914

"19'16
191 6

-1981

Whitewater, WI

Milwaukee, WI

T982

-l 986

1 987
- t992.

Uncle ar
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1.5 Scxual, gcnital fondlin¡¡

Sexual, gcnital ftindlilg

llapo

Sexual, genìtal fondling (one tirne)

Sexual, genital fonclling

lJnclcar

l9
report
l!)90 . police

l n Vcst i gati on

1992 - crvìl
sult

residr,r¿rl l0 cstilte

- fir'st

I 98ó

3tuÈt

1993 - lìLst
roport
2005 "-

r.nedia ted

serlllonlont

2003 - filst
report
2005 *
n'rediated

settlglrent

l5

t6l9l2

2.002. - ftst
rePort
2005 -
Lìediated
settlement

l3

2005 -
¡rerliated
scttlemcilI

1 9(r9

I 96¡ì-?0

2005

!3-15

13 .16I 970's

300sr;-
räediateçl

sétllèmènt
14{.5 Scr.r¡¡rl ;,Benr'liii iiut¡ili$ei o,rtjt¡

?-CI06,-

n:.r¡cliat.cd

tEtlfc¡r¡çut
[(t'écnserl
2007)

s¡"*:iiäJ,iíüèi¡i!li:0ll:f¡ti$1ì"gI pqg

Year

Out of coLrrt settlelìrerlt lo¡ $100,000

1 990

r992

Criminal investigation

Civil suit (ñtrW

Mediatecl scttlemcnt (rcW2005 Orit of court settlement for $101,164

Out of court settlelrellt for $90,000Merf iatcd settlet¡rent ffi

Scutcnce (includr: copte.s o/ civil rloctuncnt,s)

rl 3- I -51

Conviclio¡¡

CIVIL PROCI}IIDINGS AGAINS'I''T'}IIi CL]TRI C

T¡,po/Casc

Rcyond stalute
of lìlrritations

2005

r:lìj1ió1'.ðnii,i:tsstllfír:ud'Uf rìrSrf.st)02005

(Jû 
i: a f corii:i;ì4 í¡:äì ii iir'ì d trl ttlciirêÌ t lo-r

$8(1.0fr0
2005

Më ¿l iâreêfléîilgment : w

200.5
:settlemçii.!

?00ó
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N4.ìi,.\SI] I{ES ADO P'I LìD I} Y'IIIìi I)IOCBSIi

Yea r

Moved W agner out of parislr nrinistry iurd sor'r¡:.ht thcrapdutic itilctventiorr; only allorvetl to rchtln

to minisrly aftel I I tlouths upotr ¡ecorrrtneudation of trvo psychologists and a ¡ccolumilms¡1l t(¡

cel

Againnroveclclutof.rnittistrYassignlrti:ltlallrl¡tlaced<ltrttnassigtrc<lstatus

^.ttcmptecl 
llegotiati0ns willi Wagnor and a(lvocílfcr tr) brìng r-esolutiotl to statusi atlorìlpted t

plocess f'ol dcc'.ìaration olf ìn'egLrlarity for exclcisc of ordols rvith no coollolatiorr; placed unrìcI

to fìurction il'r ¡rld d to seek. secular

SUSTIINANC}], PROVil)ED RY'THE DIOCESE TO THE CLERIC

Monthly support is provide(l as a hottsiug srtbsi<1y iu the arnotrnt provicled to pensi oned priests, In additrou,

health ancl rlental insurance is idcd.

staics that

Ïo is br:rither), it
çtïorts at

Ân. e laiciza tión :seôü rirpÞrìcJlrrinfe in tiris c$$e.
thc

I 986

1992

I 993-
l 995

Yenr

1982

RI)ST]ON STI/RI'C O T]IISE IVTADII I}Y'THE CLEIII C]

t at a certair-r parisìi whilc ltc:all itsslgrùllel)
on to anorher, he said he coultl uot go thele

eills in tLre ¡rarish" lvherr hc rvas teachirig

toV ISOT takehis llìl rì1sskccla try super'Wìren canìpUby
c1ì r-t]1l1ls()Ilc lry ptrs itiftourwas illpUstlatrsfèrredbeing

irh SOINEed'rtless aLourtdthc he hadcausebe Past
tìrere 196'7 -b9 while on leave fiom the Setlrùr¡t

to t¡ake a recorrunltnrent tocô and

ly;l1 homosexrtalalrdheterosexuabothactlvc vhethât wasVtcart() sexuallyfbrd ClergyAdllutte
of lolserìtexua intet'action liiè;wasthabutrlot rnarried partarrtnleclairned gettinglibacyI 983

Adnútted that he hacl been scxually involved wittl ffil 986

I 993-
I 995

2005
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and

llc
llll.

nol to function ilt
iou, adnritted tliat he had beeu sexually activeIn the coulse of investigatton ìrttr-t
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l1y over tho ycars but said lie thought they u'ere all
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with sludÊrts hs hadfor horv that wasNo

refused to contitlue; adrnined l¡asis for allegatiotrsInitial coo¡reration in cationical procceclings but.

older thau
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CONGIIEGA'TIO
PITO DO(j'I'RINA F'TDEI

(Enclosure)

His lixcellency
'I'he Mosf lì.everend 'fimothy M" ÐÐLAN
Archbis hop ctf Mi lw aukee
3501 South Lake Drive
Milwaukee, Wl 53201 -09 I 2, LiSA.

Angelo AMATO, SDB
Titular Archbishop of Sila

Secretary

257105-23442
I'RO''I'. N

(ln rctponsiune !ul u¿nlio htius iluiteri)

CONFINETqTI,{L

Your Excellency,

I wrìte regarding the case of the Reverend John C. \ryAGNEll, a priest of your Archdiocese
who has been accused of the sexual abuse of rninors and concerning whorn Your Excellency has
requested dismissal from the clerical stafe ex officio

As Your Excellency is aware, this Dicastery, following an initial examination of the case,
does not excluded the possibility of presenting your lequest to the Holy Father. However, before
proceeding to a final decision in this case, this Congregation asked Your Excellency in its letter
dated 28 February 2006 for more information regarding the cleric's case, especially concerning the
acts of the preliminary investigation ancl also whether the cleric was willing to request freely a
dispensation from the obligations of priesthood including, celibacy. To date this additionat
docurnentation has not been received at this Dicastery,

For these reasons, we kindly ask that Your Excellency assist us by supplying all the relevant
docurnentation relating to the case either in originalor in authentic copy.

lf the cleric should deeide to seek lnicization, he is to be informed that the petition addlessed
to the floly liather be formulatecl ín suoh â way that it contain an admission of the acts perpetrated
and inclucle an expression ofhis sincere renlorse.

Awaiting the courtesy of your reply, with prayerlul supporf and best wishes, I remain

Yorrrs sincercly in Christ,

00120 Citt¿ del l/aticut,

l)aliv,zo dcì S. Uftzio
l0 July 2006

.ffi{#ä*--1.

A.DOM040064
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January 15,2008

Most Reverend Angelo Ar-nafo, SDB
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
Piazza clel S. Uffizio 11

00193 Rorne, Italy

Your Excellenoy

I¡ accord with the nomls of Sacrctmetltorunx sãnctitdti,s tutela,I arn subrnitting once again
c,-.,^,'r ¡,-,".i'l^*o+inn f h^ nrrcr-,rf ,¡ rviecf nÊthc Ârnlrrlinr-ese nf'Milwatlkee Rrtverenr-l .lrllUf C.lur ywLll vvl¡ù¡\¡v¡ q(l\/ll t¡l! w4ùv lrr

Vy'agner, who has been accused of multiple courìts of sexual abuse of minors.'lhe summary of these

allegations is enclosed. The chart is highlighted with updated portions showing that ailditioual
concems have arisen. Father Waguer has admitted that some acts of sexnal assattlt occtlrred but

clenies others. He has now cut off all contact with replesentatives of the Arclidiocese so we have rlo

way of coufì'onting him on these ariditional reports, especially the extremely clisturbing one thal he

may still bc in contact with teenage boys, Therefore, the liability for the Archdiocese is great, as is

the pofential fbr.. scandal if it appears that no clefinitive action has been taken, Pending stâte

legislation to abolish retro¡ctively the st¿rtute of limitations will gain more supporters if it appears

we are letting tliese pending cases languish.

As we have reviewed the various files ancl hea::cl reports ft'om victims, it is clear that lie

consistcntly abuscd his office both to gain access to vulnerable adolcscents, tnale arld female

inclíscrirninately, zurrl to elicit tire trust ol their parents. Both in his parochial asstgntnents and in his

canrpus rninistry positions, he fbund opportunities to abuse his office in a llagrant and repetitive

fàshion. l-fs has exhibitccl no temorse for these seriotts off'ences. His only ooncenl has boen his

financial status. Ii was on the basis of finances that the canonical procedures in 1995 rvele

abancloned.

Tlie impact on his various victiurs has beeu significant, The Archdiocese of Miiwaukee has

yet to even loc,ate ali of the potentiäl victims that could come forward for assistanoe. Our ttew founcl

awareness of the severity of clarnagc caused by sexual abusc at the hands of clergy makes it
impossible ftrr us to ignole this situation or allow any longer the umcsolved natl"tre of this case.

AÐOM040048
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Givcn the natule ancl fiequency of the alleged anci admìtted sexual abtlse, along with the

seri6us abuse of office, I have ponderecl long and hard to an'ive at au opiuion about the most

appropriate action to be takcn. hr order that.lustice nrny bc tuacle manifest and healing of the

uiðn,rr ancl the Chulch may proceeci, I aur askittg Ihrr( iderreretlcl "lohll C. Wagner be clisrnisscd ex

ojJiclo frortr the clerical state, Whatever financial nceds lte rriay hilve cau be provided f'or liorn a

iund that can be set up {or him uutil he is eligible for a pension'

lf the ju<lgerne¡t of Your Excellenoy is that this case shorild proceed to a disrnissal by

clecree of yogr Cãngregation, I would cede to that judgernent. The severity of the offenses is such

that it is rny opinion thal these requosts are justified'

I look forwarcl to your fudher instructions in this matler'

Thank You.

with sentitnents of deepest esteeln ancl prayerful best wlshes, I at]1,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+ lt{^,ù \
Most Reverçnd TimotliY M. Dolan

Archbishop of Milwaukee

,$rn**

ADOM0 40049



CONGITI]GA'|IO
PFTO DOC]'R]N/\ T. IIJÞ]I

00 I 20 Cnta dcl Votic¡¡no,

I'alaeeo del S llflizio
22 February 2008

Pr{os. N. 2511-Q5.268.93

reslons¡oncfal nant¡a hnill¡ nunÙ1

CON'FIDIII\TIAL

Your Excellency,

Thank you for your letler of January 15, 2008, with additional infonnation regarding the case of
the Reverend John C. \trAGNER, a priest of your Archdiocese, accused of sexual abuse of minors
and Çonccrning whorn Your Excellençy has requested dismissal from the clerical state ex rfficio.

AlIer having carefully examined the present ease, this Congregation has decided to authorjze
Your llxcelleney to initiate an administrative penal process as outlined in can. I720 of the Code of
Canon I'mu, granting also a derogation f'rom the prescrìption concerning the delict contrq sextum
with minors. Your Excellency is therefore kindly requestecl:

l) to inform the accused of the allegatíons and the proofs, while affording him the
opportunity, via his canonical advocatc, of a proper defence;

2) to evaluate accurately all the proofs' and the evidenee with the assistance of two
assossors who are competent and renowned for their prudence;

3) to issue a decree in accordance with cc,1342-1350 CIC, if the delict can be proven
with oefainty, The decree should contin the reasons in iure el infacto,

If, as a result of this prooess, Your Excellency Will be still of the opinion that the accused should
be dismi.ç,çedfrom lhe clerical stãle or have some ofher perpefual penalty imposed upon him, you are
requested to refer the matter to this Congregation. Should a decree imposing such a penalty be issued
by this Dicastery in Congressu Particularl, the accused would have thc right to present recourse to
the Ordinary Sessiou of the Cardinal and Bishop Membcrs of this Congregation (I'-eria IV).

His Excellency
fhe Most Rcverend Timolhy M. ÐOLAN
Árchhìshop oJ Milw aukee
3501 South Lake Drivc
Milwaukee, V/l 53207-0912, USA

,{DOM04.0067



Before proceecling with the above-mentionecl administrative penal process, Your Excellency is
kindly asked to approach the cleric asking him whether he is willing to request fì'eely a clispensation
from the obligations of priesthood including celibocy. If the cleric should decide to seek laicization,
he is to be informed that the petition addressed to I le lìoly Father be formulated in such a way that it
contain an admission of the aets perpetratecl and i.iclude an expression of his sincere remorse. Your
Excellency is also requested to indicate your own c ninion as to the merit of this petition,

I take the opportunity to offer Your Excellency my sincere respects and I remain,

Yours devotedly in the Lord,

Angelo AMATO, SDB
Titular Archbishop of Sila

Secretary

a

,{DOM040068
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Olllce of /r¿ Metropolìlar 'lÌibunaì

lìcv lratrick lì. [,agges, J.C.D
Phone: (3 l2) 751-8384
e,ilail I pla¡1gesl4ÌrrchchLqUa.ou

28 March,200B

RE,: P N. 257105 
-26893

ARCHDTOCHSH OË CHTCAGO

MOS'IRI':V.

Fûx. (3 I 2) 75 I 83 14

I 55 E. Supcrior St.

Chicago, Tllinois 606ì I

'l'lMo1ÌlY iV ?)r,i

APp 0 2008

Most Reverend'Iimothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukee
3501 South Lake Drive
P.O Box 070912
Milwa.ukee, WI 53207 -0912

Your Exoellency:

I am the advocate whom Reverend John C" Wagner mandated to represent him in the canonical
proceedings against hirn, I am again sending you a copy of his mandate and my acceptance.

Father Wagner sent me a copy of the letter you sent him on l7 March, 2008, infomring him that
the Holy See had mandated an administrative penal process be conducted in accordance with c
1720, and inviting him to request voluntary laicization before the process begins.

I have spoken with }-ather Wagner about his sítuation and the options that are available to hirn.
While he acknowledges and accepts that he will never minister publicly as a priest again, he

nonetheless is not inclined to ask to be dispensed fiom the obligations ofthe clerical state unless
the Archdiooese of Milwaukee could provide some assistance and guarantees for his future. I
believe his concerns arejust.

Fafher Wagner is now two years away from being able to apply for Social Security. He has

exhausted his savirrgs during the eleven years the Archdiocese of Milwaukee not only did not
pay him but iritervened in the jobs he was able to obtain. While he is eertainly grateful to the
Archdiocese for payìng him over the last few years, he still has not been able to save enough
money to sustain him through to retirement.

Thcre is also a r issue Your trxcnll which I find

A,tloM040078



ill

It was out of this milieu that þ'ather Wagner entered the priesthood. I know there were many
other men who came through the same and did not act out sexually, but I also
believe that f'or Father 'Wagner, his
experiences in the seminary exacerbated the situation.

It seems to me that the Archdiocese of Milwaukee trears some responsibiliry for that. I do not
believe the offer of $10,000 at the firnç of petition for laicization and $10,000 at the time of
dispensation is sufficient. It certainly would not carry Fathçr Wagner through the two years until
his retirement" However, should a more equitable affangement be able to be worked out, one
that would give lìather Wagner some financial security for a two year period of time, I believe he
would voluntarily petition for a clispensation from the obligations of the clerical state.

Should this not be possible, I will assist Father Wagner in preparing his defense. Although I
have not seen any of the charges against him, a 1993 letter from Archbishop Weakland to the
diocesan attorney indicates that there are fuur accusations of sexual misconduct with a minor. It
is not olear from the lefter whether these minors were under the age of sixteen, as the izs vigens
required for incurring a penaLty.I'm sure this matter will become clear once I am given access

to the {ile.

If you wish to discuss this mal1er, please fþel fiee to oontact rne. May these clays of Easter be
blessed for you and those you serve.

Sincerely yours in the Risen Lord,

ßev.) Palrick R. Lagges
Aclvocate for Fathcr John Wagner

ec; Rev, John C. Wagtter

A'DOM040079
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Oi't'r(,¡ ()ii -rìii.:,,\)i.i..Hrliir it)i,
Pror. No. 125 ?1t't " l,!47,3

Itf arrh 14, 2(l()4

Most Rcvererrtl Arrgclu z\nrato. SDB
Cr;ngregation f'or ihe l)octriuc ot'thc Ir¡jrh
Palazzo t-lcl S. l-Jitìzio
00 L l0 V.rtican City

Your F,xcellrncy

'I'ïraLik you lìrl your irrquiry iegardirrg thc rn¿rttcr of Rcvt:rcnd Nlarvirr 'l'.

Knightorr, As I indicatecl in rny previous corres¡rortlence , thç prelrminirry investigation irr
this casc wrs 1:artiL,ulirriy challerrging. Tlrcr ori,tiiiíìi invcstjg¿ìlor w;irs not lbie to coillplete
the task sirtistactoril;v to the Djocr:sun li.eview Boarcì 's stancl'¡l-ds. À sccond ínvestigator'
rv¿rs lhen assigned anr"l hc coLnplcted tlre t¿sk ¿ii([ scnt tìrc ruport trl thc Dioccsan Rsview
Board last tv'eek. I havc norv reccivetl rhcli rcc0ru¡ncrrdatiori.

While Father K.niqhtc n is rclerringl t() ont: siluation in q,hich a crirninaI tri¿l
rcsulteri in au acqi.LÍ,ttitl, tlterc are aotual ly tlr.r'cl scp.rr;rtc rrlLegatrons again.sI him by llu'ee
¿litfercnt allcged victims and a iìrrLrth rcprrrlerL sçconc1 hand t¡y irn alleged victim's
mÐtlier'. The ¿rtltrchr:d report oL.ttlitre.s tlte circttrltst¿lltces ùi'¡liose lrllegAtÍor',s, r\ftCr
prclinrinary i¡lvestiqation, I am satisíiecJ th¿t thesc havc tlic semblance of t¡uth to ihe¡r;.
Yoir wiil noto that lheie was no collLrsíoLr i:r thc ltrcsentation o1'the tlrree reports, that
Iìather ¿rdrrtits to otre alleqatiorr ol'inappropriat¿ co¡rcluct, arrd ihat ll-re pattern oIbelltviur
ticscribetl is r;r)ns ist,:¡lr.

I am enclosing the srarrdarcl Luporting fìrrrrr [ìrr tht:se allegation.s. Given I?ather
Krrighton's assignmcrtt in or intlependent ernployrnent at [iigh schools over tfrc yeal's, 1

ta'ortld ¡rot be surpriscd io Ieal'n rlt'atldjlionäl aìicgatiorrs. þ'athcr KrrigLrton iras a lotrg
histoLy oibeírrg er-lretnely incleperrclerit rrnil nrrl ecr:o'-rnt¿rltle fbrhls actions. [Iis pelsonnel
{ìlc revea.ls that ht wi¡Ltld rcgLrìiilly [r¡av¿ a i:lace of assigrrnri:nt on his own initiarive anci

[ìrrd r:rnploytrclit otr his ¡¡wri,,-;uly Iatcr iniìrrrnilg riir;cesirn of'ficials. i\gainst expticit
di¡'cr:tives, he adopter-l t',vo childrcn anci lirter', a.qain rvith ntl consrrltatjon ol'pernrissíon,
acìoptcd it thircl chil,l IIc has rnr-lvcd out of itnd birr:k intr¡ ü:c i.lioccsc li'equently, cliì.en
'vvith no prior noticc:,

Civen ihc natrtrc cll thc allcgcd irnrl arìmittcrI sexrL¿rl abLrse, alorig with lhc senoits
¡buse oIof'fice, I l]â','e ¡rondered iong rrrci harcl to anìr,e ¿li an opinion abcut thc mosi
apprtlpr'iatc acLiorL to bc tirl<en. hr oriù.;r'tlrat_jr.rsticc rlr¿,/ bc; nr¿lrlc maniiest aLrci healii'tg of
tlLc victLnrs alril thc llhr.trclt rnr:ìy [)roi]cod, I iurr lskin¡1 that Rcvere¡rd .þtervin .K:righton be
disrrrLssecl e.r oJJic'irt lì-oru the clcrical st¿ric, lVhatcvcr financill ncccl.s he rnay hirvc carr bc
ncgrl tiate{-l ir r j ustic,"',

Ì501 Struiji l.iriil LrrLvi:, irt) Ìlo;r 0lùqtl \lrirvaui<L:r:, Wl :jl)ùi^0gì¿
Prr(,¡ii: /..1. 1.1 l7r1rl ì,!,)l r 1j:1,11 r,1;r' wwwr)rr.Lri\il ,î,1

t?fi
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Frot. No. 325i20(l - 18478

p.2

If the judgement of Your Exceìlency is that ihis case shonlci proceed to a

disrnissal by clecree of ynur Congregation, I r,vould ccdo to tltat-judgement, Iìuilherrrrore,
if it is your judgernent thal tlris case shoulcJ lrroÈeed through a c¿inonicalpenal process, I
hLrrnbly request a dispen.salirrn fì'om prescription as well as a sanation of any procedural

errors that may havc occulrerl during the tirn,s tìris case was unrler investigalion. The

severity and fiequenc_y of thc oi'fenses àl'e slrch that it is my opìnÍon that these requests

are .1ustifierl. I look fonvard Lo your hitther-illsttuctions in this uiatter,

With sentirnents of deepest rrsteent, .[ irt]t,

ly irr Christ,

'+ ltüå"Ð ldY

Mr¡st Reverend Tinrothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of MÍlw¿ukee

t'!?4
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ARLìI-lDIO CES Ë O]1 tr/{iI-WA ì,TKËE

Prot. No
R.evcrcud Marvin T Knighton

Date of Birth
Irreslryiei'aI Ordina[i on : \,La.y l!"4, 1 9] 5

i)iocese oÍ Incarclìnation: lyliirr¡aukee
Ministry in other Dioccsc: Irhocnix
Address

Phoerrix, A nzona 8502.q

ASSiGNM-ErVfS

Yeur .'\ ss i

Agur 54

Years r:f Mirrisfl'y: 29

[-()ciìtion .Àoorrintment

August 1975 - June l 97l: St. A,nne Pafish Mrlrvarrl<ee [n so]idum te¿i¡-L nlenrbeL
iur"re 1976 Auguù-t i 987 Pius XI I'iigh Schcol Mihvar.rkee Facurlty

ÄLrgust 1987- ri,-rg,.tst l98B L,c¿rvc rr1"Åbsence - tuk*k^*ll
.r\ugrist i988-- Novcinlrcl I99l PiLrs Xl l{iglr Schooì\4il,.r,aukce Faculty^
November 1991 July 1992 Lnassi¡,necl -4-"f4Å*/"- d g ,6i*$'ç
July 1992 - Juiy l9!)4 Mt. N.4ar-y Cc.ilcg.e ' Milw¡r-rkee Caurpus minister
.lrrly 199"1- June l9!5 Lcave of Absçnce C \
.Irlne 1995 - Dccenrbrr 199-5 *St. iVlartin de Porres Pirrish Miirvauksc Pas[or
l)ecember 1995 ',luly 1997 All Sainis Parish \'f iiw;r.ukec Associate pnstcr
July 1997 -- Atrgust t 998 l,eave of AbsL:nce * So[.oo ],'r 1
Arigust 1998 - july 2000 Dominjcan High School Whitefifh Bay Asst Principal
August 2000 - June 2001 Sr, Mar.r IJigtr School Phoe¡iix, ÀZ Campus minister
August 2$Ol . Apn I 20û?. Archdi,:cese of lvtiiwaukeÊ B,clLrcation corrsLrìtant

ACL-US;\'flt()NS

1914 t'75

rg't4it 5

t 988189

19S9-y2

15

'?

ì5

1.3 l -5

[ìugging, kissing, firrcecl mast.urbatìorr
rt priesl's resirlerrcc; orrc tirnc; pricst
adl n.i ts " i rr appropriate cr¡r¡dnc["
Not si:cci lìed beyond "sexuill iìbrrse"
as rcl.ror-tcrcl to tht: n"lother and handecl
(in u) l.he Archcliocesr:
L-crijt irI toLlcìlir)S; rlne tirì1e.

in swìnrrning pool at ilir¡cesan
p¿ìsl"r)fíìl r:enler
llugging, kissing, fondling
in pricsi's resiclence alrd i¡l
su/inil)rir'rË ¡lool at rli¡ lr;rìsun
pirsloral r;en(cr'

M¿rch 28,20t)2

Morch 3, 20114

july 1,2002

Fclluary 25, )402"

û?5

,,qn){}&,,r{}s2752



(-]IVIL PROCEEDINCS

Year Tt.,rrrr/r::rs¿¡ vtctr(]n Sentence

2003 Ciinrinal trial - irvo ürllrnls Acquitral
seconci de¡ree se;\uàl ass¿ìult

J\,ÍEASURES ADOPTED BY TF,]Ë DIOCESE

Year Acticln

2002

2003

2004

R.equested llis resignatíon fÌ'onr posrtion in EdL¡cation Ofltce; resig'n:lrion accepted

Precopt issucd (April l, 2002)
Ca¡¡o¡ric¡l invesligafìort bcgun upnn completio¡ of c¡:iminâì lri.ll
Precept re-issued (Septertber 5, 2003)
Case rc;f'r¡rrcd to the Congregafion for llle Doctrine of lho F'aith

SUSTENAhICb- PROVID ED BY'I'HE DIOCESË

Father K¡ighton is provicled wrth thc rrrollhly equivalent of a pensioneclprje.st, $1,250. l{e is also
provided with hcalth ancj dental çr)vúrage.

IìESPONSE / R.ECOURSE BV TTÍE C]-NRIC

Year Actinrr

200'2

2003

L)cltlesl.,'.t.'llegltiurrs,ud'rnìtsto',inapproprìatecoucfuct''with
E b.¡t states tlrat because it occurcd prior Io ortlination it is not au issue

Sougirt hicralc.liical rerouïse against "ad¡ninìstraIive decisions" (not specifiecl to tlte
Archdiocese); coutinue.s to threeten legal action against the Archdiosese

t?fr
A$û tuã{}s27 53



CONC;IìlaCAI'tL)
T)RO DÖ(-']'RTNÌA TIII}E,I

325/2003-L92ri3
l'to r ,\
tla ¡?tl'it,;,t,/.\ot 'n¡n!:4 .ta:¡¡ 4ú!¡ :1t

L\ftA Cír¡à hl V;,rtlcnao,

PLrluzu rlel S, ljfii¿ru

CONFIDENTIAI,

Yor.tr ExcellencY,

The Congrcgation for the Doctrine of the Faith has received the requested

tiocurnentation you senï 0n 24 March 2004 regârding the R.everend Mtrvir T.

KNTGIITûN, a ¡lricst of youi'archdiocesÊ who lias been accusçrl of sexual abuse of nirtors.

¡\ftcr a cnlefi"il study of the fact.s, this Dicasterv ¿t its P:rrticular Cottgress of 29 May

2004 decidsci to gralrt a derogatiorr fi'orn the law of prtscdptiür rurd hereby arrthorises atld

lnstr¡rcrs Your Excellericy to oonduct a judicial pen¿ìl process against delicts allegeclly

çommitted by Iìr. I(nightorr atter his diaconal ordination, that is to say, oniy those <leliçls hc

is allegecl to have commitled white in the clerical sttte. Enclosecl is a copy of the ¡rof¿r

¡tro¡srlo Sacra¡nentorum sanctitati,s tatelü which cotrtains, apart lìorn particular law fol the

United States of Arnerica, the noms govenring su6h a penal process. Your: Excellcnoy is

reruhrled tþat tire ¿cts of the process should kiudly bo lbrwarclecl to this Dicaster;, upon iis

completion at first insfance,

I take this opportunity to tha¡r-k Your Excellency for the vigìlauce that you kcep over

these serious rnattcrs and to oft'er you n1y sincere respects. With every best wish, I remait ,

Yours dcvoterlly írL thc l,ot'd,

å furgelo Antato, SDB
J'itular Archbishop of. Sìla

S'ecrc,lary

Enclosllre

t 5 .lLure 2004

T?E

At-)û&'!û 527 57

I{is Excellency
Thc frk¡st R.e,zørenct Tinrothy M. ÐÛL,A-hl
ALchbishop of Milwaukçe
3501 Sor"rth Lake Drive, P.O. Box $7$912
Milwauhr:e, WI" 53207 -0912.

Lj.s.A,
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('lF Mil_\\,Í\ut{tih
IJf-IAT,TMfi NT FOR (.I.TRC¡ T

ALrgrrsl 13,200'l

Marvin T. Knighton

Phoenrx, AZ 85û28

Deal N{an,,

I arn sony to tre the one thaf needs to aflinn fhe filct thaÍ lhe penal trial callecl f'or by the

Congregation foi the Doctrine of the Faith has been completed" The deciçion of the
Tribrrnal fbunclihat cnnie was conmitled in tivo of the tlrree counts pressrrted. 'I'he

judges lave imposecl the penalty of pennanent restrjctiorl fi'om milristry, I presurre Lhat

you leceivecl this infomration and have cliscusse cl it wilh yonr canonical advocate.

Given this situation, I am writÍng to ask you if you would prefer to seek a voluntary
laicization from the clcrical state. Such a decision on your part may lreip to bring closule
to this erperienee antÌ help yorl ro n-iove on to a nerv leg in youl life's jottuiey,

\! oulcl you kincTly respond lo this lettcr in writing by the end of'August, 2CI07? If you
shouJd decidc to seek voluntary 1o'icization, som€eriç at the arcircliocese rvould be happy
to help you with the ¡irocess.

Thanlc you for the consideration, Marv^ Please k:tow that you are iu rny praycrs daill'.

L-r thc L,ord "l-c'srt¡^,

Very Ilcvercncl Crn't J. Frederick
Vicar lì:r Clergy

Cl: Dr. J, fuJ.ichae] Ritf.v, aclvocate

l50l :ìorith I-¿ke Dtivt:, 1.O, llo¡:07091Z, trliftvariliet, \vl 532Ù7.0q:ti

t'lì()NÉ,r (4.141769-3"184 ' ["tr1,rt.: cletg¡{Qnrchnrrl.crß " Wlu sl{'c; w'#\f.alchlì]ll.orf{

0,"u,¡
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C]ON(;RL,CìATIO
P1ìO DOC]'I{INA FIDEI

3'25ntffi.18756
P¡r¿''t'. N. .... .

( I t rc.. l.'r1 t t.ili t ( /i ¿ t .t ! t:. t hlo I * i t :' u ¡ t : t ¡ i 
j

íx)120 (ùli) Jei \i¡titttt
I¡¡Jazzo rlcl S. t.lIfi;rio

jl January 2009

Sincerely 1'ours in Christ,

./-

û Luis Il, L¡,i¡¡.nt¡', S"J.

T'itular Archbishop of Thibica
.Secreøty

{t â o-.,

CONFIDE,I$TT,AL

Yor¡r Excellenc/,

I anr writing r0 you regardirrg lhe r:¿se of Rev. Marvin KNIGI-ITON, a priest o[

your ArChdiocese v¿l-,o has been accusecl of the sexr:al ahuse of mirlors' This

ilong..g*tion has receivecl frorrr Rev. KnightorÌ an appeal against. the, sentence, g,iverr

on 271íly ZOOZ, in the Penal Process cagiãd out ât First [nstance by the Metropolitan

Tribunal of Detroir. Your Exceilency ltasialso requested that a mÛre sevet"e ¡renalty be

imposec{ on Re\,. Knighton ú-ran that giverr.in the Tribrrn¿l of First Instance' 
'

'Ihe (Jongregarioú has aurirorizecl the Tribunal of rhe Archcliocese of Cìncinnati

,o .rrry o,r, u pJnuiProcess a[ Seconcl Instirnce and qi ould tfrerefore kiriclly reqtrbst rhat

Your Excellenc}, errsttre thât all oI the Acta, pertaítting to this.case are forwarcled tc, tlre

saicl Seconcl Instarrce Trilrrrnel. Yorr, ,r-n concerrs r'egarcling the pena.lty irnposed

shoi-rlcl also be iuclude,:l, Your reeluest shoulcl be construec{ as a petition that the

Promoter of .]ustice in Second Instance file for e dim'i^çsi<t ín' ltoenttrtt'

Thaflking you for your assistanceiin this matter, witJr prtryerful support and

besu wis,lres, I remain

FIis ExcellencY
lVÍost Rev' llimothY h4, Ðor,tru
Árch\;ish o'P of Milwaw kee

l.O. Box O7t9L2

Mil rvau.L<ee, WL 532Q7 "Ag 12.

U¡I"ITED ST,ITBS OIì AMIìRJCìA

,4Ð{}ht0,$r9$(}



RII: Rt:r,. lVlartirr'f . i(niqlittlr
cr)rjNurr¡. uiur ffi

38

BB

LITSIìOSTTI\TE

coNGItE(jA l'loN Oti l'l Il1 ÐOCIIR.INE (]Il TIIE F'AITIT

This C'r¡rt çf Arrueul çf the Crrngri:gntiou of tlre Doct'rjne ntJlg liaithuphold* fltr:

fì;i;ii,*-';;iri* ¿:,il;i ,itil¡irst fnst"án,J,: ol'tbe Arohdiocese of'Viilwaukee in the

Äriiititvin'r¡VÉ ilt,iili,ilirovi:ri ¿¡rilt o{'tufrrrvir 'l'. Kniglrto' ,s 
'r 

cleric of tlrc

ÉgËliîT"i,{'r}ül 
q'i,Jr-..'*ilf 

llf; ,l'tii:f, å-rJJï-TrltlFF
ffi,.r:l'i,i1.I*tâmjlc¿l.rur¡'asl.eithä.guíltofMar.'¡ín.I'.K.nightpuof

MMt 
i'iüil'ãi,äl ;hr'*ît'i *ri,'i*',if n i'iiñ*i': pi.:sertrt:¿l rrv Mr' I

,\*r t*,nltr tor lris l¡inlations cll. ths ol-rligations tlf. tlte: clcrieal staf'ö, this Üotft
i'.';ilJ;;*;i¿iúirii**,is Ñ4arvirr ['. t(nip-"htrírt fiorrr xhc clclic¿,tl s{ate. tte is
io;ü;äik;e,t"il;î Jio¡r th* exerciic of arry cccle siastical ninistry exeept an

i;ilr;ääîiÛräc,r.i"i,lt.r,ro,t t,r',v arcl arry iacultics or privilogos or compcttsation

ï¡,lt worrlcl ¿crorì1p¿¡rv th* clcrii:al sTatc Iiorn flre datc ol'1hr: cxectttttln ol thls

äìJil'.uriJsî'it Ë; iínrt "f 
itt* $ovcrär{;e agreerucnt rear:hcd by. thq.,}¡cltdioccse of'

Milw¿rt¡l<ee irr vicw ¡f.jrrsticc drre {o lri.s pasl scrr¡ice to tlte poople oI Uod.

T'his deoisio¡ is fo þc ¡:ublisheci to }ft'. Michael ]V!ty .ï; Âdvocate "fiil his ey*s
Årlr"';. 

-if 
¡* to be nii'-úïfrÀif il iitð Archbisho¡r of'.hlliiwarrlce¿: I'or"tlte purposes of a

I*í** i;; i\iìffir'1ìt.-iïil;ìir.r¡ iviiho,rt hi:; r,jr:eivins a (.ìot)y- All ale-nr lrt: ren:indcd

o{'fhe Printitical Íì*ç¡"cl il¡ Lhnsr: ¡natters.

As a decisir:1 of the Cexrgr e¿¿afiorr Fol thc flochirte of tfrc Faith ar;ting on bcli¿lf ol

itte S"p¿;"c Fontifi" ttrjs-beiisioi¡ is not sub.ieet to appeal.

,4 fl)û S,å{}5 å ?90



lìIl: Ììcv. Martin l'. [tnif¿hto8

CDF hìunr. f"utffi
Siunecl. decreec1, wit.nessed, anci publíriherå l¡n ttrit l?i day of 'lanuary 20 t' I at t¡e

i,i."i d"å r ö"rii JJ br üi- aiîä.iil ;d;; .' r 
.ci'r 

ci n nari, (Jhi o, Ü . s. n.

Reverenclæ,JCf)'
Fresicling .Tucigi:

Iteverenctr

Associate.ludge

osel)

39

'LnzÉLi:, JC I_,

Bg

Rer¡erend

Associate Judge alrcl Fonens

No t ary

BF"i IT'K}TÛIÃ/N TT AI.L

ttr¿rr lhis çasû i,; *xplicirly ruh"iccr" to ihe llc:irtil'ic¡rl *j*çl'¡:t (arl 
"ili. 

(]ruvi'rtr |lel'f¡:t¿t'

l4r¡r,tuc I'ntc)t;r:li,v,,utiiìjr ìítiit oi¡riir,t ln all intìtrtnutiorl" ¡tttit:o:t'süi ¿tntl r-lc¡;isions

li,.ì-,iiiiiä*¡'r¡,itli rhis cir$* (,Tar-:r't:itt t:ttn.ti,ttttr.e, Iì:hm*'r 4', ll)'/Å l'"iÁ'5', t:¡ß ltlJ4''

'\

"t8tß¿7
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Prot. No. 197103 - 1695-5

July 30, 2003

His Emirre¡lce Jo$etrú Cardinal Iìatzinger
Cìongregation for the Doctri:ie of the Faitli
Pi¡zza del S. Uffizio i 1

00193 Rorne,Italy

Your Liminettce:

I¡r respoûse to thc request fbr data regaxliug the relncrval li'om the office of pastor

Of Revererrd Michael G, Klejci, I am enclosirrg the Acla ftott't tliat c¿tsc.

Ill additioti, ìil ¿rccor{ with the norms of Sur,rttn¡r¿t1lon'til't sanctikttis luteÌu,1 antt

sutinritti¡g fbr your consitlcration the fàct that F'ather Kre¡ci has been aocused of multiple

¿cts of sciual aþuse of ruiuçi's. The su¡nnrary crf tirc'se allegations is ellclosed, Iìathor

Krejci has admitted that ð nunber of fhcse acts of sexual assaull or:cttrerl. l'le has dcnied

o,ru ,or*, 'We wero in the process of compiling this matelial 1'or submissio¡l to the

Congregation wheu your letter of July 10, 2003 arrivetl,

over tho ycius, eflbrts wel'e rnade to provide spiritual ancì psychological

i¡tervc¡tio¡s th¿rt woul{ rchabilitate Father Krejcì. With a gradrral rcachllissicur ittto

mi¡istry at1(t in a monitorcd setting, it'rvas thorrght that he could contitrLte itr ministry.

I1owevlr, in light c¡l'the statement of thc Holy Fa{her tha.t t}tere is no place in mirustry f'or:

rr priest who has abusecl a minor and as a collsc(luetrce ol the { ISCCB Charter irncl Nonns,

il is clear that he will never be atrle to assume ilny public ntinistry.

As lvc have røviorvccl the varior.rs files, it is clear that rvhcu he dici cngage in

se.xual abuse, he also ab¡se<l lris of lìce both to guiu aucoss to vuhicrable boys and to clicit

the trust of their parents, Or¡¡: nerv J'ound arl.aretrcss of the sevcl'ity ot'tltuuagc cattsed by

sex¿al atrusç ¿t t.llç h¿rrr{s of clergy makcs it ilpossìble ibr us tci igtroro tltis s;itLration,

AÐ()iVI015399



Prot. No. 19'l/03 - 16955

lïis Eminenee Jrrseph Cardinal lLatzìnger
Congregafion for the DoetrÌne of the Failh

page 2

Givcg the ¡ature of thc alleged ¿nr1 actmittecl sexual abuse, lllotlg with tlte serious

a¡usc cf offico, I have ponelcrocl long zurd hard to arrivc at an opittion about the nrost

;rpprôpriate actiori to be taken. In otder lhai justice may be tn¿de urauitbst and liealing of
the viàtirns and the Church may proceecl, I am asking that Youl Enrinence allorv this case

to proeeecl tluougli a canonical penal procçss ¿urd that you advise us if the Corigregation

wiil eall tlre casc to itself ,3r assign it to our locatr T'ribunal personnel. We st*ud rearl¡' ¡6

draw on the services of cano¡ists who have beetr spccially trainecl for these ¡rrocosses by

the most oÕmpÕtenr Monsignor Charles Scìcluna. If such ìs yottt rlis¡:osiÍion, I hunrbly

lçqurst a dispensation fiorn prescriptjon as rvelì a,s a sat:atiotr of any procedural errors

that may havç eccugecl rluring the years this casc was rtltder investigation' The severity

of the offelrses ís such that it is my opir,lon tltat these requests a.re jusl,iliecl.

i look forw¿rcl 1o your lurther itrstnrctions in this lnattel',

With scnlilnents of deepesl estççlr1, I ¿ulì,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Revcren<lf inothy M. Dolau
Archbishop ofl Milwaukee

At)fljft,tfi s4t)0



DA'IE OF ADMISSION: Irebruary 1994

DATE OF INITIAL Iìj]PORT: June 1987

DATE OF AJ-LIìGED ACT(S): Spring 1987

NAMES OF INIURED PART'Y: -
PRESENT AGE OII AI,I,EGED VIC'|IM:29
GENDER O¡' AILEGED VICT'IM: Male
NATT]RE OF TIJE OFFENStr:

IüNl): Genital fondling
NU'MIIER: Once

STIRROLINDING EVENTS: Daniel Budzynski was pastor at the boy's padsh;
tlre incident occurred cluring a class retreat; resignecl
fiorn office

DATE OF" INITIAL REPORI': F-ebruary 1994
DA'[E OF AILEGED ACT(S): 1911
NAMES OIì INruRED PARTY:
PREStsNTAGE OF ALLEGED VIC'I'IM: 39
GBNDEIì OIì ALLEGED VICTIM: Fernale
NATI'RE OF THE OFIìENSE:

KIND: Genital fondling, intercourse
NTIMBER: Four

¡^IJRROIINDING EVENTS: Daniel Budzyrski was associate pastor at the girl's
parish; hc denies tlús allegatiorr; it clocs not fit the
pattem of other reported or adrnittecl incidents; it
was ttris report that led to thc irrvestigation

DATE OF INII'IAL IIEI'ORT: April2002
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1981

NAMES OF- INILIRED PAR'IY:
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VIC'|IM: 35

GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTTM: MAIE
NATT}Iì-E OF THE OFFENSE:

K-IND: Genital fondling; atternptecl sorlomy
NUMBER: Several
SUR-R.OUNDING EVENTS: l)aniel eudzynst<ilffilìved in the same

building as the boy's farnily and he
frequently visited her there; allegations that
therc was also abusc oltwo other minors on
the same occasions; ¡totes from the 1994
investigation show an admission of the
abuse of rut denial of any contact with
his younger brother or another neighbor; he

ArloMO24144



KR}I,JCI

Plot. No. 197f13 - l(;955

irt.rrl , Nr.¡, \'37 ,200'3 ' 1142ll

I{rs Enrine ncc .lose¡rh Carclinal l{atzjnger
(ìongLegatiorr 1Ìrr the Lfoclrinc ol fhc lìaith

l'iazza del S ljffizio 1 I

0019.3 Ronre, ltaly

Your lälinenos:

Ft:bruirry ?. 2005

Sincercly youls ìn Christ,

()il July 30. 2003, a response rvas sent regar<lurg yrrur inquiry aboLtl tlie abovc-cnptionecl

ça.ses. lü both situationu, árru.utiun, of grave delicts har¡elbecn nrade ggarnsf both priests by

nrrrlti¡rlc lictinls, {Jsiug thc prescribed cano¡rica1 pr(ìGc.Iäib0th wçl'c t'çlitlQvÇd fì'out ofIìce as

iinrr"i:.. Fxer.cìsirrg the-rig¡iof'recrrurse agaiust rcntoval; tlt'cy:buth suburittetl ]:etitions to thc

i)or:grcgatio*. in õr"rr,*únr", we inclrrdctl tlie ìntbnnafion u'e ]ì¿d:atiot¡t:tlLe clelicis as ivcllas

our õpiriion ou a1>plo¡tiatc clisposition of tlie caseç' 
;

prcse¡tly, we car¡nol as$ign paslonì:1o llle tu,o párishes afl'ectcd rvhilc ilte fecourse is still

pencirr-rg. l-hercfåre, I arn rvriting Án lleÍralf oll-the pastor¡llneeds of tìÌesc two pa:ishes' Tr'vo

cxc"¡eit ¡rriests are servíng tncìi n-.¿s r.vell as pastorai'aclnrinislrators bul lhe¡' cle sire the staìriliLy

rlral worrìù conie rvith having pa.stors.assignecl, Such a$stÍitÌInents n'or"llcl älso assist lhe trr"o

r:ornrnrr.iitit:s itr tllciI neccJcrl.'licalir.rg, Ì ani also writrng gr-tt r:f'r:oncenl for the ver'1' concrete treçcls

oi tlrc Archciiocese <tf Milwar.rkcc', ñoth pris$tsrit¡ c t'ecciving'theil lïrll o-¿rlaries and benelits as

'astorri 

silçe Ìhe recourse is pen,f ing.'l.lie ÀrchtJiircçse ltas h¡rl Ír assunle this finarrcial btrrden

iince the parishe s wou¡l bi:,iìrcapatilc of pro'*r<linf tì'rr tlre ir ritlrninislrntar and pastor' ¿11 thc satnc

tirrLe, . ., r ,'. -

' i--'
I unclerstanci that f¡e vi¡ll'i¡ncof worlt at theÆon$eSatio¡r has increasçcl drarraliorilly

q,ithclut the corlcsponding arrgn, eìr"iírrg. of staff. Flowevcr, I alll requeslurg thal. at least, tllcr

'.*.n*r* 
pot1ion ui th*or ror* be experlíted; Bólh priests would still bc supportecl but tìlr alnetrnl

of'suþsiily wotrlr'l þe acljrrstecl, Eat:h has other sortrces of itrco¡re ¡s well'

'l llu¡ltry¡lt-t lttr rrtry c<lnsidçr'¡iìic,n y()u are ¿¡blc to ¡iìv(r to this rcqtrest"

'..:

With sentinlentsi($.es1eæitl,. I am,

-r ic*ä %
,t i ì )

Most Itçr'crruncl 'l'ìnloth-y M, f)olaLl
Alchbishop of' M ilwaukec

AÐûh,x04I923



l\Ì{.-l il-llOL;FST:

Ð[tÀ t¡ I 1,.|t.N 1 i,Ot (_: LL,iröt

A ugrrst 3 1, 20C5

Micìrrrcl I(r'ujt'ìW
Ncrv Bc,r'lin, WI 53 I 5 1 -C) I l5

Dear i\fikc.

I am rrrrrtirrB to you in ur eflbr-î to keep yori.inliri"rried cri llte status of yortrcase befbre the

Co¡glegatiçn f'trr the l)octrìnr: r¡f thc l.'aith in Rome, The Archbisho¡r ccntittttes to lretition
for iclispensation fì'om prescriptiou anil insh'uctions on a pertal triai. His lasr

oomnrunication rr,ìth the cçngre¡lation ast<i¡q expeclition was ou F-ebtrtary 7, 20Cr5.'fo

ci¿rtc: therç Irirs beetr no repl¡r.

l c1o :'rot [<¡1,rw where the case is in its process. $irould I he¿tr sometlLing, l wrll ler yotr

lcrrow, I clo not inean to cause pairr ìn yonr liJÞ antl I ap¡rreciate the tlifticlrlty yQtì iìlrc

endlrring, My inlent is to be tlonest rvith yoit in this procoss, I lìncl that sotrtctimes llcit

knowirrg is ülQlo clitficult tl,an l<nowing,

Please, be assured of rny prayers fbr you. I lill yoLt aud all the priests of the Alchdiocese

u¡: to tlic Lord eachn:orning. [f Í cuti l¡e Of some service to you, please I'eeì fiee to

oontacX me.

hr tho l,crcl Jesus,

/1 ,
Ll4..L-'t't^

Vely lìeveler¡d Cu¡1 J. lìredericlt
Vicar lbr Clergy

1!i0l S<iuLh I.-iìÌ.(( DriYc, Iì0, Box 0Ï0912' lvllìrvaultct' \Yt 5310ì'(]912

I]]oNr,: (.11.{)16Ù,;j+8'1 { F.-hl,1lt.; r.:lr:r¡1y(ùari.ìrlril.org " w'r:ri ì;llLi w\Y\villflllllrl.ù18
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cON(ìI{lì(;Ai'IO
t)Ro Ðoc'rlìl.l'IA ÏrIDllI

l,Ð1.7) <.ittli J¿l \,/,¡titttt¡,

Prirz:o r:jcl !ì. iJilrzr,r

i 3 0tfobcr 2006

I971{)3-?41:}4
Pnr¡¡'.N ...,..
(it rtr¡;u*bnr.fìat ùt¿41¡1 iillirr ißilt¿ù)

Cû N )lÌ[m fitþlTl./\]ì,

Your Excellency,

L lvritc regarding tìre case Õf the Ì{evçreilrt MichacR G' Kll{[iJf C[, a priest of your

Archdiocese who h¿r-s been ¿rct--us€¡l of ths rìfixìrrll abusr: of trillors atld has presellled ¿r

recour$e to this Congregation irgninst thc ndministrative llÌ.tlír.stlros trlkell by Your Ììxcellency

iu his r.egar<l.

After havilrg carefully eKânlined thc ptescnt ()Í1"'ie, I wish to inforun you that the

cleric's recoL¡rsr h¿r.s been rejec.fed and r]:is Dicastcry ltcrelly gratrts ir derogaiion lroln the lalv

of pLescription, as rçquçsted by Your Excellr:ncyr atid ¿ruthotizes yotl to initiate a pønal

judicial pl'oçcs$ according tçr thc rroutts of Cattr.rn [.,arv as lvcl] as those ol the mrúu pro¡srio

Søeramentoruyt sanctilrtlis tute la. Pllr:sts holrlíng the lìcentiate itl c¿lrt¡.llt l¿rw are 2ìtl1e to se):ve

oÌì ¿r ior;al Tri'orural apart ir-om fhc Suprenre 'lnbuual of thjs ()ongregntiotl. ln or-der to assist

you fitrtltet', ä ç;opy of tLle nof¿.¿ Proplio is encloscd.

At t¡e colulusion ol the; pl'ocess at first instance. Your Ëxcelleucy is kindty aslçed to

f.'orwa¡d to the Corrgregation tlte ,4cta ol this casc. Tht: tabrilatcd slllnmaly, accordin.g to thc

enclosed exatnple will he helplitl too.

Furthormore, this.Dicastery has clecidcd to conlìtrl the rninisterial restlictions th¿i

Your tixcellcucy lias rilreacly irrt¡loscd otr tlle clcríc.

I take tþis opporturrity to tlrank Y. our DxccJlr:ncy fi:r' your ättentiveusss irl tlte.se

rjiÍficult rnnttorts, I rcntain

tr;
.ìl ly yours ìn Chrisl,

(4c**-'
!/

[ì¡rt I r Angustine Di l\fOfA
U nler-,\etcretrvy

i 2 ):ìrrclosuri:s)

Ir{is lrxcellency
.f 

h e MIos t 1l e*¡ ex' em dl']iñ rrn otll 3r ìM. iì) {) tLA l.l

rlrch bi s h op of Milwattliee
35Cl Souih Ï-aicc Drivc
\,lihvaukee:, Wl :i3207-0f)12, Ii.S ¡\. 1

ÅÐûÞ'f0'l-9712
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Arci¡cliocese of Millvaul<ee
Suppolt and Saf'cty Plan

June 5,2008

MÍchaelKrejci

Ä.dclress: New Berlin 53 i -5 1-tl13.5

'lelelihone uurulrer(s) IIo OffiL;e
Cell

Ë-rnaiI

Oversíght Prograrn Representative: Deaeotr David L, Zimprich

i, lvfichael Krcjci, h¡ive r'cviewcrl the f'ollowiiig rcquireme¡lls which ltavc bccrl clcsigncd

to assist nre in living a lifc of holiuess and to be sup¡rorted iu s¿ìd life.

L I will continue to see

needecl.

lbr consultation and therapy as

III

I will continue to meet ntottthly rvitlt Ðeacon Zinrprich for ongoing
supporl anci liaison between Archbishop f)oian and/or his designeo.

I will rnaintain regr:lar cùntaot with Rev. Tolri Vennc,

I will continue to rnect with my spiritual ciit"ector on a regtrlar basis.

I will continue to reccivc thc Sauralne nts, espccially thc Eucharist and

Reconciliation, to assisl uie and stlengthrn rny Iife of holiness. i will aìso

spend nreaningful time úr prayer daily.

V. I will continlìe to go to my rcgtrlar soxual addiction suppol"t meetings.

I will refrain from seeking ùul and/or gcting to any intemet sites depicting
and/or eletailing pomography. I will not purchase, borrow or possess any
porno graphic li tcrature, vi cleos, tttov ies, çtc.

VIL I rvili not frequent placcs whclç young males hang out atrd/or oongregate

Si¡¿uittut'c Date.fs ¡f¡¿f, . Wi ln cssed

I"

rruE TüPY

II

IV

VI.

ADOfr,t0 41612



2 May 20i,lt

l-lis Eminence
William Carclinal Levada

Prefeet
Cóngregåtion for the Doctrine of the Faith

CDt Prot. N.

MKE Prat.N.
ln causa poenale: Rev. Michael l(rejci

Your Eminence,

Enclosed, please find the tirst lnstance Acts of the penal trlal óf the Reverend Michael l(reJci

'Ihe Definitive Sentence was comnrunicated to him on 31 March 201.1.. Si¡¡ce 30 days have

passed, in accord with Article 28 Z'of the Normae de grovloribus delictis as revised on 21 May

2010, with no indícatiein made by the accused of intentlon to appeal, the Sentence has become

res ludicata.

l'raternally ìn Christ,

Very Reverend Paul B,R. l'lartnlann,JCL
Judicial\/icar

Archdiocese of M ilwa ukee

ADOh{0 49768



5 May 2CI1"1.

Most Reverenrl Pietro Sambl
Apostolic Nuncio
3339 Massaclrusetts Avenue NW
Washin6ton nC 20008-3687

Your Excellencç

Greelings from the Archdiocese of lt/ìilwaukee I

Enclosed is a penal cãse to be trãnsm¡tted to the Congregation fo| the Doctr¡no of the Faith.

l\4ight I respectfullv request that the case be sent to the Congregation through the ciiplomatic
pouch ?

Please be assured of my prayers for your ministry

-Sincerely in Christ,

Ms. Zabrina R" Decker, JCI

Defender ofthe Bond

Archdiocese of Milr¡¡aukee

AÐOM0 49767



CONGRT]CìA]'II)
PÌìO DOC'|JìINA Iìll)I'!l

(n12') Cùrà del V¿tit:nm,

Prlazzo dcl S ll{1izìo

7 July 2006

Pror N. 4461fi4,2274'7
(lr rct¡nnlittte liøt utctli<¡ huns w¡tui)

Your ExcellencY,

I{is Excellency
'flre Most Revereud Timothy M. DOLAN
Archbishop of Milw auke e

3501 South Lake Drìve
Milwaukee, WI 53207-091 2, U.S.A'

CONITIDENTIAL

I writc regat'ding the case of the Reverend Jerome E. LANSER, a priest of your Archcliocese

who has been accuseã of sexual abuse of minors and conceming whom Your Excellency has

requested disrnissal from the clerical state er offi'cio',

After having carefully exalnirred tlie pi'csent case, cspccially Yout Excelletrcy's volum, il was

noted that the allefecl delicts are bound by prescription and that the said priest, while admitting that

the acts of sexual miscon6uct occutîed, denies that any of the alleged victim was a minor at the time'

For these reasons the Congregation has decided that it would be more appropdate to proceed by way

of an a¿ministrative pçnat*pr*ess in this case. Consequently, this Dicastery grants a derogation fiorn

the las¡ of prescnptiò,i ot¡¿^ a¡;thqijzes Your Excell,)iìùy tû iriitiate an adllinistrative penai process as

outlinecl in can, i720 of the Code of Catrcn Law, Your Exccllency is therefore kindly requestecl:

1) to inÍorm the accused of the allegations and the proofs, while affording him the

oppoúunity, via his canonical advocate, ofa proper defence;

Z) to eval¡atå accurately all the proof's ancl the evidence with the assistance of two

assçssors who are competeut and renowned for their pruclence;

3) to issue a clecree in accordanco with cc, 1342-1350 AC if the delict can be proven- 
with certainty, The riecree should colrtain tire reasons in iure et in facto,

If, as a result of this process, Your Excellency is still of the opinion that the accused should be

dismissetl from the clerical stctte or have some other TterpeÍual penulty imposcd upon hint, you i¡re

requested io refer the matter to this Congregation. Shoulcl a decree imposing sttcl: a penalty be issued

by this Drçastery itt Congressu Particul.arl, the accuscd would have the right ttt prcscnl recol¡l'se to

tlie Ortiinary Sessiol of the Carrlinal and Bishop Mcmbcrs of this Congregalion (Feritt I\.

AÐ()MO 43441



Howevet, before proceeding with the above-mentioned penal process, Your Excellency
should approach the cleric in order to ascertain his position regarding submitting a voluntary petition
for a dispensation fiom the obligations of Sacred Orclers including celibacy.

Alternatively, since Rev, Lanser is currently experiencing serious health problems and
considering also his advanced age, this Dicastery doçs not excludc the solution outlined in n. B b of
fhe Essential Norms. Your Excellency is authorized in this case, if you should judge it appropriate, to
apply such Norms and <lirect the clcric tq live a li,fe of prayer and penance with the possibility of
celebrating Mass privately, That disciplinary measutr,'s sho'"lld be reinforceC t'.¡ penal precept.

I take the opportunity to oflèr Your Excellerrcy ruy sincere respects and I remain,

Yours devotedly in the Lord,

'1 '/-*Yfrlffiúf
ñ Angelo Air¿¡.ro, SDB

Titular Archbishop of Síla
Secretary

ADOM0 43442



I)eaL Jerotle,

As you âre awarç, I rvas recently advised fly ihe Congregatirln f'ol' thc Doctrine ol'

the Faith that I coukJ proceecl rvith an administrative penal prooerss to resolve tl-ìe

allegatiorrs against you. Having reoeivçd a repon florn your doctor abottt your liagile
physical health aircl having rcceived a petition fi'om you with sup¡:ortive docr¡rnentation

fì'orn your canonical advisor, I look tlie rllï* to *y#visors.
-":tTî-- ì:ïJ

pr.ovidecl you continue to abìde by in*A-ètdngê:ñt restrictions that have been placecl

upou yo¡, nan-rely that you c'lo'not'exercise any p,ulllic ruinistry and do trot prescnt

yourself in public as a cleric by eitlìêr,altile or titìe¡ l:rl/ould allow you to live out the rssl

of your life in prayer and penance. You will continue fil,,romaìn in cont¡lct with Deacon

Davicl Zirnprich to ensu&{hat these restliótionS are beii!.$.;ì!ibserved. Any inclication that

they are not would then 6S'Ult in initiating a lþiihnl prooess ügfiin$t yolr.

Despìte everything else, I rlo pr-ay fbr yqur health ancl well beìng. I hope you ¿rrc

able to ileorporatc your current pltygj,r-al sufferìng into the prayer attci peuatlce that must

be an intq!'tal part ol'your 1if'e, ;'':'i:'li i:'-,-; :

Novcrnber 16,2006

Sincerely yours irr Christ,

t I t4;à ,,.1 ,-sJt"**

Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukee

Ar)()Mû43438



Artct'lr:toclsti lv{nw,txEn
O¡rrcr 0F nrr AncHnrsnot'

Se¡rtember 27,2004

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Ratzinþer
Congregation for the Dochine of the Faith
Piazza del S. Uffizio 11

00193 Rorne,Italy

Your Eminence

Iir accord with the norms of Sacramentorum sanctílatis tutela,I am submitting for your
consideration the case of a priest of the Atchdiocese of Milwaukee. Reverend Jerome Lanser has

been accused of multiplç acts of sexual abuse of minors.'I-ho summaly of these allegations is
encloscd, Father Lanser has admitted that a number of acts of sexual nlisconduct occur¡ed but
denies that any of the individuals were minors at the time.

Oyer the years, efforts were made to provide spiritual and psychological interventions that
would rehabilitate F'ather Lanser, None of'these effbrts have been successñrl as he reoffended after
each infervention, ofien while slill in therapy, Fathe¡ Lanser was consicle¡ed such a risk that he was

placed on drug therapy to control his impulses. He faile<lto observe that trcatment plzm and
reoffonded. It was ihought that a non-paroohial assignment might be possible, Even in that setting,
he made sexual advances against an employee of the nu¡sing home who was barely over the age of
majorify. With our ourrent understanding of the nahre of his condition, it is clear that he will never
Lre able to assume any public ministry.

The pattera of his behavior as described is consistcnt with someone who is unable to conhrol

his scxual impulses. He clisplayed a particular penchant for young African Ameriean males. Onç of
the victims who has repotled, the abuse is

who have roported similar abusc to him.
A former associate pastor has reported on the steady stream of young Afrioan Amcrican males who
were observed coming to the rectory late at night and leaving early in the morning. It is unclear if
these young men vr'erÞ rninors. Father l,arrser has been arrested on charges of dnving under the
influence of alcoh<ll several times but has never been convictecl.

The irnpact ón his various victims has been significant, Our new found awareness of the
severity of damage caused by sexual abuse at the hands of clergy makes it impossible fbr us to
ignore this situation

Given the nature and frequency of the alleged and admitted sexual abuse, along with the
serious abuse of offlrce, I have ponderecl long and hard to arrive at an opinion about the most
appropriate action to be taken. ln order that justice may be made manifest and healing of the
victims and the Church may proceed, I am asking that Reverend Jerome E. Lanser be dismissed ¿x

officio from the clerical state. I-le is drawing from his pension fund and that will continue.

3501 Sourh L.alcc Dr'ivc, PO. lJox 07091), Milr¿'¿ul<ee, Wì 53207-0912
l'Hnnu: ('114)/ó9-3497 " Wtn slrr: www,archmil,org
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I-Iis Emincnco Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger
Congregation for the Doctrine of thc Faifh

page2

If the judgement of Your Eminence is that this case should proceed to a disrnissal by decree

of your Congregation, I would cede to that judgement. Furthermore, if it ìs your judgement that this
case should proceed through a canonicalpeual process, I hunrbly request a disperisation Ílom
prescription as well as a sanation of any procedural enors that may have occurred during the years

this c¿ue was under investigation. The sovedty of the offenses is such that it is my opinion that these
recluests are j ustified.

I look forwarcl to your fltrther inst'ructions in this matter,

'V/ith sentirnents of deepest esteem, I am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+ | Uula r.l'"^
,

Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukee

ADoM0172Í16



Ani .t n lto or Mtt-t¡¿trJrflin
O¡r'rc¡ ot' TnE ARr-LtBlsnop

W
Milwaukee, WI53222

Reverend Jerome E. Lanser

April 7, 2005
Year of the Eucharist
Sede Vacante

"f | "n* 
U^1

Most Reverend Imothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukee

Dear Father LanseT,

You raised some important questions in your recent letler to me, I am surprised at
some of them since the records of the various Vicars for Clergy indicate that you have been
informed of the concerns raised about your actions. However, I will summarize how
substantiation of claims is reached.

Both in your letter and in your recent conversations with Father Curt Frederick and
Deacon David Zimprich, you seem to focus on two points: first you talk about only one
allegation and, second, you refer to the lack of a conviction in the civil court system, As you
have been informed, we are not dealing with a single allegation but with multiple incidents,
You are also aware that the one case that did find its way into the court system was a civil, not
a criminal case. It was not dismissed on the facts of the case but rather on the statute of
limitations.

When we examine allegations, substantíation is arrived atwhen the dates and places
reflect a person's assignment history, when there is an internal consistency among multiple
reports, and when those reporting are deemed credible. In your own case, surely you have not
forgotten earlier interventions about these concerns which even led to institutional and
pharmaceutical efforts.

Ultimately any determination in your case will come from the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith. 'fhe matter rests in their: hands at this time. In the interim, you are to
contihue observing the provisions of the precept previously issued, I understand from repoÉs
received that you have not always been meticulously observant of those provisions. I also
expect you to follow the protocols reviewed by Deacon Zimprich.

If you would like to visìt personally, please call Father Jerry Herda at (414) 769-34961o
arrange an appointment,

With prayeful good wishes, I am,

ithfully in Ch rist,

3501 South l-ake Drive, lìO. llox 070912, ùiilwaukce, Wl 53207 0912-

lìtot¡t: (41,1)769-349/ " Wtt slrL: r.rwv.archrnil.org
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Th¡': }1er" þl;r¡vin T' K*ightn* rvas

¡\rchdisecsc sf ìvfil s¡arrl<ec, Wiscrt*sin on
irer.rilsr:il frnlfuel l{rigl:l*rr [Leitinaå*r; I'at'tõ] úL sc,xr]ålly ebusi*g ]iai

o* È âurrìber rf ce¡)*råre ü.eâãi*:ris" ?"1¡ås i$ts{}ïati*n i¡ fuund fs rfue åXu;t1".*å:l¡xgl*åg&n}åç¡¡¡¡"r"t
{afte;r lry Þr'. l}arbara ti*i:rk$, PhÐ. fikibar}å} I?ii*, pêg6s #ûT e. #*2}"

Â I{osti¿b nlleging th*t tl¡¿ ¡"*r¡s
scximlly r¡bus¿d rx'abcrl{ J¡¡uç ?5,2Sü?. ¡l third
accu$âliüu was nrad* by su cr allaut J*n*ruy Ï?, ãü*3.
T}:es* alleg*tiürls rlere broaglrt {* thc atf¿nti*x *f rh'* 1Þ¿¡r-Å;elrbí*h*p cf Ttdil**uka*" fhÕ M*sî
I{evcrend Renrbert (i. Wesklan¿}, OSB.

Ínllnwiog {he prr:scribed pi*limi*ary iavestigatian, lhc üiorãsan Rcvi*.v Bðsrd au¿l tltl;
Archbishop fs$rld lh*t r*ne sf llr* *ltcg*tiarx i*volviag tl$s* vi*tl¡i¡s wcre rith¿t frivçl*uc sr
false. lt rças rlelçrn¡i¡¡ql that ilre allegatícxs *aryíed the serrll:laãeo cf, futrth E$:d lrre¿c *.y*dål¡ï*,
alrd, in ncc*¡'d rvillr ilre no:m o.f ltrv, they $re$'s tþfir refe¡irrl n: lhø ***rgregatå*n rlf tf:* FJ¿lcåri*e

of tl:r Saítl fi:ereínaft*r: eÐ?] {or dirertisn a$ tû lhå prû*èss tr: be used. T"h* fSF dirccl*qJ tlia:
a penal.judícinl trial bs nnndrntc¡l in tTl+:'lì'ib¡xn*l rf thc å¿,ehdíocc*e $f Milwauhee *rvl gmirted æ

der*gn{i*n fi'ott plasnri pti or.

Ëxrrci*ing bj¡¡ sfÍi¡* ãs trmnrctar *f Ju*ii** f*r the ,4æle¿ti*r.çse t:f lvtiÍwclr&e¿) {,}Tr

Itlnr:xry 4, 2üt5, tlre Ecysr¿n¿l 3'hilip *- Ë.eilbr:b¿rg, JCL, ûr*$s:tk¿i iû the j*d,ie iel VÍe*r *f rl¡e
.4.r'clr¡llocese of lçülw¡¡uk¿e, tle Very ltcver*nd fat:l-B. R. ïl¡¡åt¡nsÊtt JCI a libr:llus chnrgiug tlre
R¿sorcnd Sda¡:vi* T. Xlrighlon, rr pria$ in*ardisat*d ia the é"rcháiaee** *f Mih*aukeå, wit¡¡
*flfu¡:se* ;rgxinsl {lu. åiï|tt cùrn¡n*¡tdüt*¡$ sf $r* Ðe*alegAc å*v*fvÌ:ç fhe sex¿¡*l abusi: *f ffrr6õ
vnínor*. ¡1ll of tl* in¡idn¡its *r* *lleged {* }rsr¡* çe¿tn':"¿d raifhix the *"rclrdì**c.*e c*Ë-Miisnlrrke€"
in m*ptrrse tr:r fhsfibellu*" a c*ll*gialq {ribus*l :p*¡s r*n*litut¿d tn

+>rúab*aiJ 1* il:ç Ë*¿ra¡: fatfu:Ìie pri**thoael ÊXl&g__
to4ay ?4, i9?5. iln l:*hr.*ary :.:; ?öû2, tuttl

March 21, ?005 lry [he Most
s'.ùE ot,,,.IRevcrerrd &r¿llÌ¡*çl r¡f Mih¡¡aulæen *ousi

¿b*,4rchdiçcæe *f lJhieago, *s asaacÍäüe Íwågcx. 'lJr* Pro*aarer of "Trtçtice i.r th* T{eçere*d Ftiiti¡:
R*it'*rtborg, Xlå; fhsr*ilraJTe¿r Flonr*fur"J. ?h* duly"*a¡rdat*d ¡ldv*çaås *i ths ¡'¿¡¡.s Ís h4r, J.
Míciuol Rirty, Jtt, llhl3, {hcrei*afi*:': "Âdv*calc'), .4. pena} trial *g*iæt F*ther }ùiighi+n rva:*

fhen b* *n.

ê1 *f tüc åïr* Adç***te æi.red *,b.i**tí*lrus tr: tka rt*l*"
thal Ârel¡cli*¿ete of Milr+*ukee vrotrld pfxy
in tire egsr becattse nf llix colrneslíôn tû th¿ Ã¡ehdi*eaçän olli{.:ì¿l¡¡ ans} stn¡ctures vrh* ålË'fjdilrg
1>rerunled *s tho*¿ ler,*ling tJrc ch*rge* ag;.ri,*s{lft*r:rnr,. î}w)*fi tlæ dis*u*sicn *f"lhe th ,jutfg*
grrncl it r,.,'í19 nr¡ted - rvithin lhe rrnrlns r¡f f,rno¡r i-aw and {ho historic ruãnfter in which trisls nrc
¡o be h¿rrlled. a penaltríal rr'çuld rir:r'rnally be staffcd by r:rcrnl:ers +f the locai clÐrgy as judpe';
r*¡íciiiø Tttç bsÇttl. irii¡r.rna1. Tkrrv" tìre sse *:f iw* *t*t*ide ;xdg*s *çl *f *l¡+ tflre* ün ¿he tæE\*gtate
arril¡uiral is itsclf *xeÉttjÕrTåû in flr* Õyes ûl th* lsw" Thir* *x**ptisrr is *] rüfttëtt]F$râry
æcrrrrur¡n¿ladr:u fh*tt ix us.?S {ß l"îzill tc 1l;* urrirlrr* *irçurrctân*t* tf {his tinle i¡t histo:y. $iveir

I]*yo*! *{n}{t

$
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thaf lhcr:e ãle tyvn o¡t of flle llrr-ec.iudge.r wlro do rt(ìt hììvÊ¿ì¡ìy.ìlìiecfiotr\ nisûd ägiì-inrt îhc,rrr iiy
the Advor:atc, norhiìs thc Pronrotcr ob.jected IÒ the ùuìponcllciì'I'ril¡unal, i[ is lelt thul r:e¡uity;urri

íilinlu.ss coLlltl lle l)t'()tcclc(l arrd lnairll¿rincd.'l'l¡rrs, ilre objcctiotr.s rrf'lho Âclvou;rto itl lhc l'rrlc o/'
f hjs associate.judgc rvixe :;-'t {¡sidc.

lnaccordu,itlr(lanon 1513.$lrLhctunrr,lulioltlis !v¿lì^conrlltck:don.luly l,2005.anc.l
thc coubt r¡,as formrLl¡r(cd in thø lbllowingfirshirlr:

l) Is the Ilevererld Malvin 'I'. I(NI(iJ it ON grLilry r:t'ol'fcr4!.Dg-qÂ41nÊ|

LnL':jiXlìl CC)ll)lllalìOttlellt OJ tlte Uccatogllc wìt11 lvlI. 

-

w)ro had nt-rt cornplcferl hi.s sixteerrth year of age until tJre rÍ¡re of
offcnsc?

2) ls the Reverenrf lVlarvin'L KNIGII"I'ON guilty of
thc sixtlr ctlrrurrarldrncrl! r¡f lhc Dccaloguc u'ith
who had not conDlefed l:is sixteenth yeal of agc at the time ot'thc
offunsc?

ofïcndi¡is agairrstn
3)

Also, lry fhc suliro decrcc tbe ¡trase,t irrcorylratcd jrrto thc acla tltc Clcl&v l)q.¡.;û¡¡t.lCl"U,ilc.

flrereinafter'; Clerpy Iilel and the Chancerv FiJe l.htu'eirraler -Ç¡:¿¡¡qg:flftÆ] ol lhe lc'Ls, and tire
franscript of the Cir¡il l'rìal of the State¡lt4iåCqpsin vcrsrÉ thq T-.Ifu)ighton
fircrcirrafter': -C-jyilJ"r¡ål] Accortlirtg t() thc rìc]nìì oll ()'¡ir-rl l5ló, try Ìlre satrr: decree 'ihc pizr.sø.r

clilecled ìhal ùe F¿ts, ås well ns tho.se uourinnlccl ¿¡s wif ¡ress by tlre Advocalc a¡d [he l¡tomotcr',
bc <,ítecl fol' their tesfinrony.

Irf" J/{/üSit

Mirrelful that this ¡nattol was iimilarly lcgisiatccl try tlrc l917 Corlc of Carttln l,arv in.
(j::nons 2358 an<J 2359, $2, thô (iourr begins rv:¡lr tlrc legislaticn Õôncerning lhis cltdict Íito:l rlrrr

l.983 Co.ic ol'Canorr l,lw l'or fhe l.,af i:i Chulclt:

Cian. 139.>. $1. A cleric ,,r,ho fiçes itt concubiltagr':, olhcr lla:r f he

case mcniior:cd in car:. 1394, arrd ri clclic who ¡:cr',sisls with sc¿ncJa1

irr ¿uotlrcl cxlel'nal sin agnirrsr thc sixlh cotnuranc{rlre¡rt ol'thc
J)ecalr.lgrre is Lo be prrnisbcd by a sus¡.rc'r.siorr. Lf hc pelsist.t in lhe
dclicf afì.:L a waulirrg, udrcr' ,pcrraitirrs c¿l glarlu;rll¡, be addetl.
irrcltrdirrg rìis:¡nissal lì^oru thc qJcrical st¡l[c:.

$2. Â clclir: wJro in ¿rnolhcr wa-v lras r:r.:rnrniÌlcd ?ì¡r ofl¿usc againsi
thc sixth corll¡rmnrliirerrt ol' lhc T)ecarkr¡¡tir:, if tlrc ciclicL .,vø.s

l.s the ìtevcrend Murvirr'J'. KNICHI'ON guilty of r:ffç¿diae_qq4ilts1
UleJjtxncotnn]iu](trnen[(}llJlcl,c(ji.lo!:1Ic*,.n,u,,il
who hacl nol cotnplcted lri.s .sixlee¡il lr year o1:agc af thc ti.ure of tlre
offensc?

i. lrgc.3 o. .:

I
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coruy¡ritlciì b¡,frlrce ()r (lueals t,r'llrrl,¡licly ot'witlt a'ltiirr-lr bclorv
the age of'sixlccu ycars, is 1o bc ¡lurrished rvitìl jrrst ¡lcualtius, Lrol

cxclrrdiug dismí.ssal l"ronr {hc olerical stutc ilthc câsc so wür'r'ants.

'lhc glave ¡ralrrre of'this dclict atìcl olallcg,atiorrs oi this dclict i.s tìutlLcr indicatcd by tlrc
derogirtiorrs granted by thc l-loly Jì':rllrcl orr r\¡rr'ìl ?5, 1994. l;r a rcsclipt rcspunrlirrg ltl a ¡rctitiort
urarlc by the United St¡lTcs Conf'elcncc of CailroJio ilisho.¡rs [hur:irut/cr L'SCCB], llLc Suprelrc.
l.cgislalor co¡formed thc norrr, ol(lanon :19.5, $2 (o ll'rc rtorrn of Canon 9?, $.1 so tltnt.i:or au

inirial period oi'five yeals, this ctelicf lvoulcl involve oi'fcnscs agr:insl tlrc Sìxrh comrnanrllrrcnt crl'

the Docaloguc with an),or'!e bck¡rv lJrc ngc trf eigìrtct::r ¡,eers. Irr llte satrtc rcscript Lre urodifìcd

llescliplion so lha( a clinlinal ¿rc{iolr wr¡ulcl rtrll. l¡e exl.irguisìrr.:d utttjl ¡i lortger periocl olliurc l:rirl
passcd, Tlris palticular legislatiorr çvas rnadc more explicit and extcnded. fo 1lìe universal Churclr
by Sacranet'toruhx [ianttila(is Ttúelr¿ (Graviora Delicta) of Äpiil 30, 2001.

A¡ticlc 4 of thc Subs{ari[ive Nor¡rs of thjs nÌ.ot'u prol)rio lcgísìatcsr

$l.Reservatjt,ntothe,Corrgrug.rilior: i,.,tlllel)octrinetll'tlrei;aithi,ç
dso exÍ¿ndcd to a delicl against tlre Sixth Cornmzurdrucni of the
l)ecalogue uomrnill.cd ìry a cler:ic rvith a lninol' lreft>r,v the age ol
e¡glìf.ciii) yciìis,

$2. One rvho llas perpetlatetì lhc dcÌict:neution in $l is to be

Jluni.shed acoorcìirrg to lhc gravity of fhe offense, not cxcludirrg
disrniss¡[ ol deposíliorr.

Wilh legard to fhis delicr, iu respol¡sc to a peliriort nrat|: hy the LISCCB, on I)ecctlber ll,
2002 thc Apostolic Scc gave thc rccognilio for the 

-Nol'rus lùat lpon ¡n'omulgation becane
parliculal law fol twô ycars fur: the Cl-rurclr in the Ilritc<l Sta(cs of .Arlrerica. Upon expilation of
tlrc time period, lhe Apostolic See garrc the ¡¿.ç6g¡1¡¡ia to ftre revised Norrns; thcsc wi'r'e
prornuigatcd orr May 5,2006 arrcl bccarnc patlicular larv for' 'tbo cliocescs. cparchicn^. clerical
relígious irtslifutes arrrl .socielír.:.s rlf the apr:slolic life of ihc Uni¡cd Staies witìt respect f.o all
pliests anLi deacous in thc ccclcsjlstical mini.itly of the ChurcJr irr fhe Urütcd St¿Ltrs...fnolc #11 '.
ìrr this Lnef f.er', the palticulal law for the Chulch i.rr the Ulritud Statcs lcgislutes:

lior' ¡rrrl1:oscs of thesc Norrns, scxual ¡il>Lrsc shaIl iricluclc aly
offense by a r:1;'.1'ic against thc Sixth Cornnrattdrnenl ol' lhe

Decaìogtrc wjlh ¿ nlinor as rlntletstood i¡t CJC, carron 1395, $2 arrd

C(:liO 1453, $l (,Sao'amentù'unt Sonctilnti.s'ft¿iela, irticle 4, $t)
[Prearn ble, firral paragraphJ.

Wher evcn ¿ single. l¡.c1 rf sexltill itbt-me of a uril¡o:l l.ry a plia*t or.

¿lsacon is ¿clrnjttccl or'ìs esïal>lislicd aftcr an applrpliate process hr

accrrrdrrice witlt <;arron l¿rv, fhc <llfcrrrling pliosí or: deacon wilt be,

¡?movr>d pcrrrrrrneøily li:r¡itr ecclesiâsticãJ ¡niuisìr'/, not c.rcluding
<lisnrissal li.or¡r lhc cleilcal sl;:l.c ... lNorrn tll

i¡;l¿* 4 *l 'lû

)1

28
29
30
ll
1')

33
34.

35
3(;
-1 I
3B

39
40
!!l

42.

4i
¿!ó.

À<

46

I

ADOt\,10512t0



1

z

3

4

.)

6
'7

I
9

t0
1'
t2
l3
l4
l5
l6
t'7

ilr
:9
2-tJ

2J

./-z

23
24

25
26
21
2B

29
30
3l
32
33

34

35
36
37

38
39

40
4t.

42

43
(tt,

lr5
¿16

CDËrcW

...tf thc r¿lsc rvoul(i otìlertv.ise bc Lr*ruetì try ¡rrr:'tcrl¡r{iö}r, becâusü

scxrral abulie ol'â,rlino¡'is zt gtatc t¡l'fer:su, the Lri.sìrr:¡:/cparclt:nay

appìy to tho Conglcgntiori lbr thc Doctrins ol'ths FtritJr fol ir

elcragalio.n fiom fhe pìu.!:oritrlion, rvhiJe inriicäting reJ'avrnt Ìlrâve
rca$ons, ,. fNorr:r 8Â |

MindtuÌ of the:ionn o1'lsrv wilh reg*rcl to rhc passnga of tirnc a:c it
opplics to thir ddi.ct {C*rrcrr 136?), in view oï the I'ecognilio givel
to the alrolc-citctl )egislation, it is noted thal n delogation h'oll
presori¡:tion nrny bc givcn.

I-¡r r.rndcrstanding rvhat conslitrttes a jLrridic oll'bncc agairrst lbe Six{h Comuran(llnent oi'
thi; Dccaìogue, the opirrious of lVoral 'l)reologians al'e to [:e colsiderccl. 'l'he focus of these
il:anualists is sacramcnlal conlessiolr, but they provicic analyses crj. rvhat coustitrrtes fhe act, (he

gravity of fhc ac¿ ar:d thc signilìcance of in(cntionalily- l'his orables ¿r clcorcr uLrrterslancling of
thc nanre and scotrle of ¿he rìclict. Th-is is ¡trce,ssâty bec¿'lr¡se al.legafions of rhis delicr olìelr
invoivc molc, or acLions other, thrrn jusl a conrplctcd act of sexual intercoursc, eilJrcl
hctclosexual ol hontosexual. Tlrc¡c alc a r,¿ricfy rll 1:nssilllc ¡llr¡r.5i"u1 cr¡utacts a.s rvcll as a

conrplex psyclrolog.ical dyrrlmic which (,ic dclicL c¿ul cntail. Âs {he lau, simply slatcs ihc narne
t¡f tlre dclict, ¿urd there is Ìittle avnil¿blc dicaslerial jr.rris¡rrudcnco, theso arralyr;es assist the judges
irr as.scssing whcther or not â delíci has bcen comniif tccl, anrl it'so thc magnitude of th¿ acl.

Wiflr regard to rletemrining thrr pos*Lblc $exuâl corllcrÌt ¡*ld ¡Ltot'ai gmrrily ¡¡f ¿rrt acI r.r,hiclr

ínvotves solely touching or otlrel physica.l contact, fl¡e lìcv*cnrl lleiuy Dai'i.s fiJ, commellts:

Si vero protrahanlur sine caustl e[ u)ncomîlanle delaclttrione
vereyea sunt grovia pcccctta (Moral and PastoL'nl Theology

f l"ondon & Ncrv York: Sheed ancl Wald, 19.591, vo1. lI, prLge 248).

If {]le act ìras Lrlelr Protractcd ancl lac.lis a justi {rcatiorl whi[e providirrg scxual
gratíficaiion, then it i.s gravely sirrfuj, ¿rd concorrìtantly a critrre. In rlescribirrp thc natulc of
impelfcct, that ís nr.rn-cotsurnluatccl) s¿u'ne-scx ircls, tho \ev. lidrvru'rJ (icnicot, SJ rvlif ¡:s:

Inperfectrt dícil¿¡t' tluantlo intcr ¡ters'onul' tiu:sdent sen$ no¡t clalut'
coilus .çeu r:iúula (øpltliccttio ct)rpot'unt cutrt l?*tJ6lrr¡tiow el
q$usione .r¿mí¡tic..I s'e¿l utncttltíltt lûnltrt, i.e. a¡tplicatiotz
corporu,n et u)1iu.y ¡*(iltent genìnlimrt, ,si>ttz ¡:enelrøtion.e setl cwt
v*luplate campleclü cûnaluvã{ilttr ,çeqî}r7v1{c, ut si .lit inl* duat
feininas, vel eliam ínler r),u<ss tit'o,ç il lt¿n*I ut elfusían .¡ls'nÌ,inis

e¿tra wrc postcruin persg,tltur (l¡.¡;|!þ"a!i.Uçry, T"Íteçtç-S¡1¡. î*:f<tilt
l\ruxellis: L'ld¡tit,t, {Jnive¡'.yu!lt' S./,, 1939',, vol. I, pâge -i ¡9J"

Witlr icgard io plrysical (:{¡nla(;[, il it is lr¿c;lr¡sc ol'lrnlum o.:/.frcii, t:¡ul ntoris ¡túrii, tut!
nnori,ç hon.esti, v,el bt:nevult!)ttiütr å¡ri:cfttlile r:tui.\tr, ii r':r;l¡, rlot l)Ê ¿ violalir:¡l ¡:f the Sixtlr
Comut¿urdmenf. 0lthe Dccalogue (opagecil., page 331). lloleveL, if the act is urotivatecl l;y
scxual plcrlrsu:"o, lherr it is e viol¡1íoll oíthc,lixlh Connl¡rndrnefll oíthe l)ccalol¿ue :

PaBc 5 r¡l4o
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llt¡ç act¿¡.t'pÒncr( ín!et¡cltntlô t'lelrt:ttli<ttte,n Dtinetetút c't.tntltlectuilt
tel ínconple¿lot,r, sÍrnper grav€ pt.c¿'ult.t+t e,rl, 4c ittlcìtliont'
l u x u r i r t ¿.1 i r e,, t tÌ',' r> I t t t t ! t u' i t t ... (tl Iral.le. cil., pagc 3 2{)) -

lll Moral 'l'lrcology if thc::rtcrllitll tvJliull J¡ì()l,iva1t.. nrt ¿Lc:t is fol'r,ln¿r'cul pìc;.rurc, it is
grâvc mnl.ter': Llrus it woukl b&tjrcclclìr:l. lJor srrch gravity ¡f rn¿rtier', if is 'lot !ìcil$s.s;r'v that lhcrc
bc cotn;>lclc ¡-cxual in'tetcoulse, eidrc'r lrctcro,scxrr¿rl r¡l'llor.trr)scxu¿tl. Incorrr¡llctc, [ìlal is
imperfcct, acts which ur.,',''nllrratûd by ¿r tlesilr; fol'scxual clr ¡-r,;ycholr-rgicaily vcnctclL plcasrrrc
aro gråvt rnaltfi itud ctns*rlucrrtly fìt wi,fhirrlhr: <lcfinitiorl:-r nJ ihc: dolist, lrr clctcrminifliT thc
chrt'auter anrl grnvi.[r of $ct, wlral i"^ irrtuttlctl is ul'rltr.¡u.^igtríficaucc llrir¡r the comp)cted
enlissjorr of ,scl¡cn in sonlc j)Brticì¡[aI action.

V/ith regard ío physical cc:)(âc[] thc lìcvsrcncl Á-¡rkrnirr N4 rlrlcgut. SJ tcachcs;

'l'ungere ...g,ins .¡uslfl t:ft,l,tÍtt ttÌ()rosë. {¿t t:unlct}mnktlìone v(na''lr.
nzorlulc cst ...ltcilt.iercJ ctiant srtpra vesletn, gencralínl DtorÍnlÈ
est... (llzrnt nurfu nt'I'|ru¡¡l ttgiaa,\.i r t u l i s ¡ tt l (ittlir:e u t l ur i.s (.'u non i ci
de{amînodalum l.,ltilbuo: Iitlitctriol lìl ,l4ensajt:ro rlel t}unp"6t d;.:

Jes ús, L9 52,f,, l126li').

T'huser¡cneùntac[ovet'clothingmaybsgt{ivônir¡tt&r'{ûdoons*quentlyzr<]t;lict. Tilisr.vill
lre arliËuJatetl cliu.ically by thc va:'ir)us Pt!,rit¡i lvJr(, ¿rrc c¡uote<l br:rlt¡w, In dctcl¡liuiug thc
lcÊpÕñ$ibilit], tbri alrd the gì'rvíty oI an lct, (hc classic lvlrual 'l'lleology rnanrral by lhc authors
IL Noldin, SJ ancLÂ. Sch¡nitt, SJ u:r{elscorc.s Llru sLlìrjr:clivc srçruJ'icarrcc of tllc pôr'sor w}ro i.s

aefitlgl

Delarlalin iyilur venareu (vcl ¡ttsllutío) i.ti t:¿u¡s'tt ttolita Br(t,'c e:;l
pe,ccetu!fl, "ri lpla €ãrl{û ai ,<<t ¡1s'ltviît:t' itt lr.u7tcnt comulÒtioncm
inluit $IUWASAL:kg¡,{çHi4s.ìtlöt:til"[t val1 !)e ltt'incit,ii,ç, De ,9exto

ì.) r a ec ep l* lfla rn ør, : {}enipont e, 1 9241, # I ì).

And morù s pct:ífi call y 1ei1 þ ¡,trgarcl to ¡:crsoria l r(l.spu ns l 

.))i 
l il.y:

Si fiwt ü; pt'ave et lil¡íditutso c4Sectu" licc( c.t; se ¡tarunt in
liltidìrten infltnnt ttt e,(p(t('lu,t tnttliêt'is, t:ùrÌlIetl(tliÒ Mùt1)ts ct('.,
,retnPer ÍrQt'r ,r""r".tlunt sun! ¡.n'qlltr íil|çnÍionent gruvilo ntallnt;
idcn nihil rufen, ulrnn nctu:- í1tsi tntii.li,s a)t Dtit't'tts lt.o'pe,ç l;inl... Sí

-iiunt ex sol(t iiltentíone deleut¿ttit¡ni,s s¿n,tualis let,e pnrrr,,r,rn sunl,
¡ti:' i itzdtit:tttit firû"riftîut x ¡)*t'Ìt;uIun ton¡nrtl.o¡tít' ctu'nali.y el
tonsanlien¡li ífi dclßr¡aÍìai,tßti1 üena!,¡t(.t¡ir, tti l!Ðt.Ítit'p ptle.s!, .1i cufit
a I i q u o rffe il u et ti?d)r (r,(: x e t' r;e an I u r (<r¡r gec i t., il52 ).

ln di*cirsliirg aliernative riextral a.¡:l¡reti(cs- lhe ¿*tliot's cr]rÌrrilt-riÌl

i'uge 6 of 4{)
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f*cr'æT¡¡, Etwe *Ít íí.ç ¡:¿l¡¡l*¡ít¡r¡ttlur" ryd f:'tr* ¡relu*ltir:ur Jållrl*rlf,
sr*l p*l ksti*trr;T /trir /Tí¿'¡rrt' #J.rit!¡J¿'rr fgr $ *çt¡¡;ttlsf¡¡,¿¡ 'grJ¡¡t¡¡l?i¿"r '1¡
prtrl;c{¿ìxt :ircfir¡*JÍç' in ¡:rr*rus Jitt'l*u'" l}ött€¿rrlstíü ïrrf¿l¿¿J¡', ."-

{o¡:age*iT"- t'i47}.

1Ã/l¡i1 r*galrl'fç ;lcuçrl phy.ti*rl r:r:rlÞu:t" iï?*ï1 ûvcr rl*thing tlr*y rxrit*:

?bNg,er*:¡lgt11'{trtr/rx rrtr¡,q¡isnt s¿¡x;.r'l'ø¡l*tt'¡¡å¡rs ¡råp¡:sslix ¡yiqç ítt.xtrt

ç{.ttüáû l{?$.gt È81, etsi t*t*ít1l#.ttrj¡r", x1¿r"f/f,1- fd}rft{r}rj¡iëd r¡Ljlia *v}lt*t*
Èû¡fl¡¡¡rurf.", "l'*ttgtzle FÊr'rtlvtrvttt {ïil¡,r*.,/a¡rr s*;¡t:s itt g*rflåus ¡t¡in¡¡¡
h*n*¡i"r *xgl¡l"t¡¡ llttttrtü ir$€¡?,rtsr?f, ¡r¡x e¡* !)r:;'4¡¡!7¡¡v, .r¿rll¿¡3?

å*âPf,"., þpa6* *it., it55).

"Â:t çx{snrql vir:l*ti*n üi'ths iiixlh {'r¡¡:r*¡and¡nent üf the Ë-eúci$SËs {:a& ir¡vslv* *û::ply
¡lhyxioal fû¡1tråÐt" Th*r*lirr*, a *or:l¡lået* ãrt {¡{ scx*al j¡lt<rcnurs¿, ei*ttl hateÍossxusl *¡'
horx*s**u*l* i.t l'ra{ *quired- If Ths i&tebtif,r! *f th* **nl¡*l i* {h¡ sexit*l ¡:lerlsurq {lr+n it is fi
violati*:'r sf fhe c*nrn¡mrhlÉnt; if it involvc* ,¿ mhr¡:r i¿ i* alurs a +snonicsl dclicr. Tltis i:r

ruÕcinctnå' stared by x ¡tcritttr i* lh* law o;fur i*serib** Íll a n*gxtiv* *rEl$rl¡r whrl *nn:*ia:i¡:ç lfu*

d*liel:

&'*¡ry é il€tessarits r$e .gli *fti xli J*¡.r.r¡¡l'ir¡ sìftxtJ csztsv¡p*ttlÍ, mx
l¡rrslsn s ¿r¡cl¡e *fll' ¡¡sl¡ ¿'*l¡,ra¡¡¡r¡fr, q*alí l**canæar* * åací
lîîsîdínçsi, risrit{rtti tlÉ nrgr¡t*i s*sst¡r¡ll, *er:. {Åatoxi* {ìxlalxrsÕ,
Ðirit¡a Fr¡ml* ei¡rrø;i+* l{li-llå r{al V*llieer:o; l,ibre,ria Lt{åt"í¡e
Vad*¿na {9961, ¡:¡:rp 354}"

Tlris j*ridì* rux?elata¡ding cf, * *içlalïr* t:f tlæ Sixth er¡nr¡rå¡ndn¡*.lrt ¡,f the Þ*eal*gu*,
b*se{t str åd,*rai Tb*olrgy" did n*t b*gin uriLh lårc }9S3 f;*de çf f*rlon L*rv" #rrs¡¡n*ntstor* ü¡'r

¡hc 1917 Çrde *;f ***?¡r -1,,¿:.1s r*r¡::r¡E¡l:-fy lrcld ef:a: os¡r *fÞrr** cgarncð thssitdh çsnlr:rar¡d¡rae¡¡r'
r:*fur* gen,eri*nlly tn ucrir¡'rcs nf lusf ' (Pio Ciprctti , !)e fttn*,nilwlißNs dclÍe$r*w {}tttntt} st?rt r*
*larnçHtsnz ç{¡Íec.$vp: Cuput il', Apolliuarris I p9i}ú}, pages 404-4i4}- ãringkrg logc{lrer batl:
llrc ilrsight* uf, M*ral "fheology iardl dre je*idic nrlnì)s, ürc Calcchisn:¡ sf, thc fo{koli{} thnrcl:
$tåt€s N:h* f'olLçU¡inå:

Tlte ¡¡a¡fili*q rrf ílte {j]]rrrch ba* rr:¡derslsr¡d Ltrte six*r
**m:::a*¿1:r¡.e,st ;¡s *r**:ilr¡ítssiåË lLi* tril*Jç of llgåiÌ¿rtx rexmlity {:i.
?336).

Jll*Ng rvilh tlre f*a*laing <¡f r¡rr¡lat l|:¡e¿l{a:gi¿e6, t{.1 t¡rl¿lrr'âf$xl fhis dc.lict, nad in a*¿r¡¡d
rvjrh *ã* n*:rm *f laç,r {*"S", llantrn ¡"{?iti, 1be reå*;11'{:hccl" V*l:!l*¡e,d, snrl grnerdly ac**1:{ed
insïghts *f,psye&*}çgy n¡rd t?¡e rr-rt:nl¡ì bcnlth rìi$cij¡,fi¡:s,* ar* rluit* r*J*ra¡Íi, "l.l¡i¡c iir irç*rlnnx nol
ju*l lr Fr*vi¡l: arr i:ilellceh¡xl fr"anr*w¡¡:li 1o u*rrri:rchr;nd fl* d*.1:e,t" bul alsa lÕ svâlìrtXr *rc f¿car.
lfie l¿sri::c*ny ;urrl 11* n{l-¡er evi{t*¡¡r:e tn ¿læfe¡?tli:ra i{ fl¡* eliüiesil j:ldiråt{r.q *{ ¡}e d,eljet are
p:rs**T, Tlr* r:pi*ior* tzf ¡r*tili s¡r"¡: *c*¿l¡:rl n*t jrwt trbr rhc )u*úi* tJrcçr? llr¡t als*r i<¡r tha
eval*¡lTj*;: *í p:arr&,

I'ttg*3 øl tl.*

11

Åt:ûfsfi5:?r3



i
3"

I

rf

r
t;
1

*
,

.û
II
|2
JJ
t^ti
I5
t6
tt
tü
1ä

2*
2t
a)
tr
?.4

?-{t
an4t

2.3

29
lli
3¡
3ä
33
l4
:s
"ï$tr
f.s
39
4$
4t
4¿

4T
4'4
á\
(:0

{":,trww å

t.'r¡llsi¡1*llt w}ll] li¡c *b*r'*-r¡u*{erl r:ar¡unir¿* *¡ri:litrtt,llle .4:x*rica* åteder::y *T{iriicl
lutl Åds!*x*e*l l'þclriatry h;rs dclirrcti se x*tl al¡u¡* r¡T *¡rin¡:fs i:: l!::* f*llrrrvit¡g t}lätirËf:

$cxlt*ì abuse ¡rf ¿l:il¿lrcx r*fbs t¡: ""ir:xu¡+i b*ïltvjrrr hr:trryt*¡r ¡t ¡:hi&l
åild åï ¡¿lul{ or b,strryetxr l*r"r ehilEl¡'*n r*ht}¡r: *Ð* r¡å. lb*tt¡ is
sígnifiurritly uJrler ur rrscs u.ttcl'riun. 'l'hc 

llcrpsfrôtür Iufferttlerl and
¡ll* viclin: t'¡tily þc *l lh* sanrc s¡¡ çrrl fh* *¡tpr:sile srlx- 

.lt* fi*xt¡irl
b*l,lavj**i ineftrl* tour*ir:g [xr:¡s{r, bu{t*iekxn rx* g,crriul*, rphelh€,r

tl¡e viclíut is clrcssccl or ruulressed, exhibilinnism finrlecent
expr:arrrr:J" tblJi¡{x¡ {*rrii *liær:ia¿ir¡n rrilåhe }rË*iåj, cunrlíTixgat f"*r*l
';iimuT¡rti¿rr {}t lh$ feraair: vngirra{ areal, and ¡renelr*tíarr pf ¿fie

ragin* ¿)f âJtlr$ r+ith xnx¡ral r¡tgi:n.l *r *i:jt*ê. iixpr¡säle tct

¡tglrlsü,tåld¡is ¡nã¿,çdÍd- is ¡rlso fåar.;:!Ny ab*cir'* l* chilelr*¡
...t[¡i:,¿:Íiëe Prt,'{t,wtct'r Jbr lt+r F*raxsie äp*l*ttti¿stt *t t!*fêr''n
*$s{ Åd¡:lessealswlt* øcty httvs hïrn lrlrysìcnl{v nr su.xlrr:þcå*,r:ert',
¡pf¡?:

Tlæ li¡*irtulc ilrdirx{us tlra{ tl¡crc ifi lrû defìritiï* i¡re}is¡tar *f ;r sex*ally *l¡r:sed *:lÉJd, bgl
lh,:ra årå $3tt¡ptû¡ï¡s *iraf ¡¡ges*lt fie,l¡tr{ntly ifi yuttxg nltrvirl{rtT; ll.rsx¿: jtle¡ C ,¡**i¿lyl¡lçAltril¡g.
ltyp*sensil.ivi4r, rl*pr*xis*. ;¡icskat ard/ô¡ *ilxg usr.:, pr*bl::* suxr¡al bchaviors, an*l sßSc**l.xl.
¡t*rflær syrtlflrlüì Ta n* atÍ;relal"r*rtr ,9Þri{r}:}t1ôlltyl lhe vi*¡i¡r¡ fiãrtriÕt giva *p tht åttärêtftl**lrn, &nd
inv*lv*rneetr witii- the psrjBclrâto{ [Ros* lJolir{l{1g-*åig43tät¡, çit å

¿rb¡,ss *f a nrillor', th,* Âr*sricarr Åcad*r¡ygffr.di¿:råc: n*tes{lr**igxl{lerrrnxefage *g:rlæarry i*
riif&re*tiafirç a¿xual a*¡*s* ærd $trñiÀÁ{ FÍgyl r¡hat rnay bi: sexuål ¡:lay for qg*-ÍynrTÐ*trisãl
í¡ r¿liviri ei al" i* nbrn¿ f*r n ge-ilsyltrÌ1r Ê.{fiqei j nrl ïvid*l¡slx:

'l-ll* x*rt¡¡¡¡l fabu*el $*rivilics ntay inrlnr{t a}l f*rç¡x *f *r'*l*ga*ital.
g*nitat" or ¡ånaN c¡¡¡rlaËt by ol rr lh* *drild, *t î¿Õtåt#*$.hi"ttg abus**,
s¡ï:ä¡ ,ns uxhîþilir¡niøî:. l'üyÐllristrxu âr :ilsi$å åi$ çåild i$ *hå:

prarlrr*lioa of prtrll*gr*ptry" "9cr:lual ah*se inslr.¡d*s a xpe**lrn of
*¡cexvlq:wx ¿eltfjttç"]irrrr ra¡re f* p{:ry:i**l}y åe.ts inlx:sivt s*x$al
ål¡trsc. Sc,xttnl ¡rbu$g cÉ¡t bc rliffclcrttirtted ftum "sexttd play" by
det*nnini*¿ v¿h*l¡sr {llerc i* a ele*efuçmelrl*l *s3:ttæctry eß1**&
tha E rt{*íçmr{s a:leT by nx**s*ixg fha cr:er*iye ¡:¡tr¡te af thc
beÍ*ú.w. Y'hu*, r¡¡he¡l yûrlnü *l*Ì?¿Ircn {¡g tjr# î.irn* i1*va}o¿:rt*rtrl
s1åW*,¡rr'* l**kílt¡i a{ or {.*uc}riug r:¿rch {}thct'* g*nitirl** bcså$s* of
Tì1tjß$l inr{1,r*,ãx" q,çithôlrl {:tt,xr{;iîr2* r.rr" i*tr,ggi*:¡t #l tttr} fu+*}y, t}rÍ* ix
*r¡n*ids:'d **rpt:rl {i.c., lt*uaitusiv*} he}*v{cr'. i.l*weter, â S-yøx.
*ld rïh¿:¡:l*å*s t¿,**a.r*s a 3-yuar-*ld r{} ÕrìSå#3: i* ¿rra? ix\*ç.çwx* it¡
*i*ylayary ¡rJr¡u*¡n*l l:ehar¡i*r, ¿*ul åÍrc lrcitlii¡ tnd i*.ìv¡í..d Ft*{,ç*,tive
$}'rls,¡¡* ;rlr.*r*ld br ç*tst**k¿ú afthargjr +he *¿:sir:ler#'r:tåy ¡¡Ð[ h*
l*yStlly ¿r:;tsid$cr] rxt al#elt'l. {llrilrirrr,. rc¡',¿x}$l*"Í.{Èrlx pl,rs,cxfuibi,i

iru4ry*.r;;l¡j;¡t$ *4xr,*ít4 I'tt:hn"vitt: tm*y \w x:**etittg fa *:*j¡: crv*
victir*íx¡¡ií**. {t*:m rii{r:il *rr fi}ii}¡};4ir,*** *red fi,r:¡¡l*cl, Cuidelin**
f¿:¡ lh* lT,'.';¡luatit¡ti *:f ß*xttatr 4fu1s.*r, sl'l"il$f {i¡str}

3r4*# u{ 4{i
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i:.clroinp, the t*tchirr¡t.s rrf rll,'. llror'¡l ll:rvrlopy rnanuaiisl$, âtì 
^l).\lrålian 

hl¿rlional Clilikl
Ìrotectiern Clearinp,hrlrrsc ¡'esr:alclr piqrel s¡:rrl<e l¡f'se.tunl ¡11¡¡¡;s olit rrrirror';rs rcli,rlin¡1 to atry ur;c

li* sr:xr¡;i! gr'â1 i flcåtiün:

Put sirr:¡.rly, cllild scxual ¡.¡busc i:. llrc usc ol a cl rihl liu scxual
gratifÏca1icrtt. ir.y ¡.n athrl( ol sigr:;ri,:;urtly olrlcr child/a<ìolcsce¡t
('l'orvcr 191i9). Ir or;ry involvc actívi(ìcs rtngìng ft'otn cx¡rttsing thc

chÌld in scxttally cxplicit nraterials or bchrvíor'.s. t¿tì<iri¡. vi.silal

ir:rages of the cj''jlrl for ¡:onroslrrphíc purposes, touchirtg, l'budlirrg
¿ut#rlr r,¡;r-rturbatiolr oJ'f hc child, lraving thc child louch, lbndlc or
n'lxtrubalc (lrc abrrscr, olal scx pcltbrmccl by the child, or olr the
chikl by lhc abusc.r. r:nd arral or vttgiriitl llcrrct):?tii0ìt of thc chiid.
,Scxual nbuse has l:ccn cìoounrented n.s occtttlitig on clrìlcllcn of all
agcs and lroth soxcs, slrd i5 crl¡l'llnit;Lcrl plcrìourirrantly l)y ttrett, wlto
írru uor'rrtrortly rtunrhcrs uf' fltu clliltl's I)¡nily, larrríly ñ'icrtls or
crflrcl trt¡slecl arìults irr positions of' authot'il],.., J;inkellror' (l¡971)\

argucd agairrst the {.crrrr scxrral z¡ssat¡ll aud sexual abusc because hc
I'clt they i:uplicd physical violcr¡ce which, it wa.s conterdcd, u,âs

oRcn rrol (hc Çílse... Finlcclhot' f'avore¡l lhc lcul r;exual
victinlization jn older tr) ulr(lcr.sc.oir: thai childlelt bccornc vjciirns
of sexuaj ril:rrrsc ¿i a testrlt of thcir i:ge, naivete lrrd relaliorrslrip
rvith thc i:hrrsivc ixiulL. (lss:'ros ilr (lhjlcl A[rusr: Preventioll Nurnl¡er'
5 Surn¡ne¡'1995, (-Ipclate <¡¡r Chi)d Sexual Abrrse, b1,Ad:rnr M.
'.J'ol¡ iso n [ììcsc:irch ìjcl lorv'f),

Obsclving ihe îb.)vc-qrrotcd l'efelcnce to 'Î[us;cd adults irr position.s <li'autlrot'ity' and

{ìowirrg fronl tbc jtrlidir: clcl ilcalion ol'tfic dr'licl. lllc Court is mirrd,iril of tho issuc rl{'
zrrrswelabilily. l1 is thc pr":srurr¡rtiol oI the ii.ir,v ([:at lhc actor'(in ihis circt¡urstancc, a clcric) is
r:csponsiblc for lli.s [:chavior', unlc.ss thc op¡ro.sitc ol'this p)'ctunì1)rion of thc law can bc ¡:rovcd.
'J his is tlre ¡rrestrmptirrn in lhc do<;ír'ine :lrtrì jlr'í.splrrclerrce ¡leal ing wirh ntatt'inrotrial col1.scr1[
((ianon ll0l) and it is (lrc i.ìre',:)¡tU)lioLì irr ¡rerral frials as tfre t'oliowing canolt rtofes:

Ç*r:"1i2 1., $3: Vlrc¡r lur. cxlcrml violation llas occurrcd,
irrrpuürfiilitv i* pr:csurncd unlcss jt is otlrcrwjsc äpparctrt.

''Drc Courtthen tu:'lrs to the sttbst¿ultivc urarcrial uporr wlicb a clecisiori ¿rl¡ouf thc dcl:cts
llrirf. Ii¿rve beclr alleg+d u,ill bcln¿rrJ¿, Djlsctiolr for (lris juclÍcial flruin/s is liruvirJeclagain botlr b),

docirirre and jurlsprrrdcrrcc. j.ìho general noLrlr is that plools of zinykind that seenl uselül l''ol'

ac[f uciic"ating lhc ca.xc can bc lrrr:ugfut folward (c.1.. Car:ort Ì527, $1). Morc s¡>cci{ìcall.v, a uourr
¡clelre.ç:rgs llte rnanrrcr irt rvhich l!:<: 'f:'iSurlal ottjrrrJgcs usc-s thr? FrrtnLs:

Clrn. ló()B $1.Ireri: tltc ¡>r't)ucrrtrtccnr.ünt o1'any sen{ettr:c, tlre jtrclgc

¡rrust hAve ¡¡r¡ral cel.Litrrrìc i;!-.oul {l¡c ¡r.1,¡[ir.:i irl i.,,: (lccitled lry il re
sctìtcncc.

l) ¡'t: :r , ,1 4 1)
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$2. l'l¡r.¡rrrjr?c ,t'!lrsl rli:i ivc lhis ecrljltltJs f¡lrll 1.lu ilcls í¡txl lilo

i)t'rx)ls.

$J. 
.l'h*.irrdgc, 

horr,ùve!'. r,)u.sl Íìl)pra:)-u ?ltc ¡ltuct.ls âccoidillg tÒ ¡lìc
jrrrþ's owl côrrrici.rJrc(1, witlxlut prciudicc to Û:ç ll*scr:ipls o1'larv
conc'.erninq thc cflìc:lr;y ¿ì l' ct"r't¿ìirl trr¡oJ.s.

$4. À.i r.xlgr: rvlrrL wils nÒt ¿lblc (o ¿:i¡ite at (ht; ce.llilttclc is trr

l:tì'{)l'lour)ce that fJ:e rigltl of'thc pclitiorrcr'ìs rrttt c;tablislrcrl and is (o

¿Ji.srnis.s iile rcsgrnelcn[ ¡$ absclf vqrl, ttttless if c<¡rlccrns a r:¿r.sc whiclt
bas the f¡{v()r'of litr.v, in whic}r ease thc jrt<1ge ffinst proll{}1lrlt.ìc f(rt
f hal.

'l'hc nom¡ of C¿lnr¡¡r l5?2 is also rf'signíficarrce bscausc .so rnuch of the rct'r is thc
lc;linrorÐ'r¡f rvÍtrtes,çes. J'hal Cja¿:on legislatcs hr¡w such tcstinrclrty is kr lrc cvaluatc<l:

(.lan. l5?.ì: l.n cvalua{iug tc,rlirnony, ürc.iuclgq alìcr hav.ing
leçltster[ tc.stirnonill let{erc i'lrreccs'síuy, is to cclnsidcr {hc
[:olloç,inp;

I ' ,ulr*tìh.. corrrliÍ.rln ol lc¡rutatiort ol'úe per;son ìs;
2' rvhcthcr thc f.cstitrrotry dcrivos lì'ont pemoral krrowlr:<lgc,

c's¡rccially licm vçhnt has ber:n sùeTL or heald pet:*onally, or:

wJpfJ:e¡ fronr o pirri nr?! )'onlor', tt:.' h earssy;
3n r¡'h¿tlrer' *to wì{.¡ess is lcliablc *rrd liLruly c<.¡nsistcrtt or'

i lrcûns í.sten t. rr ¡r¿u-tai n. o r vaci I laiing;
¡i" wllctlrcr tìre wifncs,s ìlirç co-wi.¡nosses ti¡ tllc feslimon), or is

su¡rlrortetl or no1 Lry ofhci c-le,ll'tc¡rts of pttloi'.

Ol'sìgnilicrnrr; al.co js tl¡u n*xn olil-ì¿rrrur 1579, $I u*ieh direcLs the Caurt k> cousirlc;
rroL just ihe oonolusiorls but also the other lirrdb6s of the urse"çvlrj.ch nperi&ts nrigbt ìdcntiiy.
'J'lris no¡rlr. r¡,hicJr is cvirje¿rt also irr Rot*l .jurìsprudence, pcltaìns whcthcr the ¡tcrilus ís appointcrl
by the Corrr( rl,¡: it profbssional wlns¿ wnrk i.ç incorçom;led jn{o fh* ¿rrra f¡om ¡r,evious cffui'ts
with thc sar-irr: ¡rarty.

(jivcu the antco*rfe¡lt ter procesnlís oJ- (hese cases in the tJ¡:¡iter{ Stn{cs fotlay. Thrr }tr.r¡'¡rr

of {l¿rurrn 1536, [2 r¡rrrst also l>e lotcd. llccause in lcttrytore dif/ìcile statcrncnls u'tiiy have been

r'¡1Írde, ir- is csscutial that thc evicìenliary weight ártsigne{l lÕ such s[rìt¿rncn[c be guitåetl bt
c.al:o¡lic¿1, i r lolrj lrc:

( ru. 1.53ó

$2. li {:;ìsçri rvhich rc6nrtl tlrr: ¡lrlllir: g{¡ocl, how¿t¡cl', n jti¿!ir;i¿t!

r:Õrrlbssir¡u aud clecJalri i<lns r¡f' llrc pal'lies r.uhicJr ale r:lot

*ç¡nf"e-q;sicns cirn h;rr,ii l prelb*tive ftrruc wlriclt tlre juclgc rrtust
er¡¿hratc tr.r¿¡cthcl rvif h i{u: rxircl cilcrr¡nstarì('.es ll iltc c.asr:, lhe

lllrge I iì '.tl',1û
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firrer, *f Íirll p*orrl*ltnäi{t! hs lt{tl'ihllgll lo l}:¡:nl" h$ç'r¡'ç. r, tilìl{'{q
*ther cl*r¡-lc¡tls;¡r! llvË¡1i{:l:l wldc}¡ tluru:ro:""ltly *r¡fi'¡,}ht*tlç li¡*:¡r.

In ¿ lrrdåcr eJ:ll:r¡rrifi{}}:t ¡f ¡h* *trrur,*-d{e{J {:,i:ìüíi*al ¡lrrt1l}, llr* jrili*¡:rudc¡lr:* tea*kr'i lh*T

th* {r:nth 4i}lcrêes rr*t liçtr¡ çrjr {ií r¡|fi¡:r rlellltlll Tlç1 fi,p¡n lh* rvh¿rl* clr:ltpl*"tue *f'f}rs e¡:a*. f* a

ele{:itiiün rle*Tirç lt4gh ¡¡ sa.tr: rri'*ir¡urïal!r:r, a l'àcl;:l ¡\¡ulif*r ll** n¡rlctl:

$nxJ rrrrleln ,t¡tedal ¡,rr:**{** s.iË:¡Jsrtit r{}r}¡r}4 çrdùl*t tz}xt¡s {z*rlnt

raçríxfl**l *torsk nt {r}'fitå¡.fit}*ltr s i hi *ntnpar s rr tw l * 1, {e¿:{tfurtvr

t¡e¡'ir,sf;É¡r¿ 8*tt *sEê t i; ztsß s*lp'cti:r el*ttttxla arxést¡jxttr, s*rl ex lçtal

*rl¡J-r"tns r*atpfr."i'lr {¿"fr}ur}? Ilngi:rs. J 9/Xlll{i4'' lJS, a* fl:ltlrd ;å
.!.lLÆ.J.)¿c. 5fi f l9f:*1, page 95,ú1"

'fl¡e ùrì¡th r*¡lrc.r pçt fro*t flne ÕT ancll*:r el*rn**fo b*l li'tlru *zll *12ø *lcms*tç ¡akc¡t
l*grther". Sirailrrrly in ¿l ¿lcr;i¡¡i¡¡n tl*aling ¡¡rilh xin:rll¡:Iisl'¡ l'¿:rld*re¿lby air c*rlixr åç¡l*l åxdíår¡r:

ÇNtt* ulfaw çeritnx t'sxÍT*l silqxxttã* ¿r: r¡:¿¡åi.r *t'dí*íís *{
pr*lrtltl*ttfhxtË, rlt {t{i sr¿rn}tro senvsittt ¿'ât'lilïdíñ*îll tlft. lttg*:rw$, nt
utt¡lû üilvi,nÊ, ivvant (ctrrtn trÌclici, l7lV/52,1i2,*s fr¡und in SfìtlÐ
44 f ÏÌ15?1, paeE4 j*].

'fhi* jur**p*rtianss ofl thc whsl* *otrçle:tli$. *r e*rr*l,ellal.i*u ¿l.l' f¿rel.t if yoa: wilå, nf
ireli¿a* u$derçffift:s thr *ig*ilÏ*ariË*n ir: t1:* *.veti,isriû* *f pr*tf*, t¡f p*u€Iyi$ sf b*havior. Â.gain,

ths dccisio*s #f tÍlâ Rrrtrr d**lixg wirh si¡núTali*u {rf *r***¡lt" i¡¡¡tlt tourl rurd partial, i}l*¡el¡aæ th*
,it¡cliei*l intlxrr{*n** çs{ s*:Tt F*ü*.ñt$ ¿¡Jbsl¡¡¿çi*c. l¡r a r¡*ci*i{t¡r l:e**lvilrg ãr r*ri;¡le {}n ålæ gnlr*ncls of
sirnulalion oI'co¡tssnt ctnlril lnnum fide i, a notÈd Rofal Ar¡elir*l' wrôta:

{1:r,S*ssí* ittiqrre sí*n$an$x Jt{Jå rrftr-tfárf¿r u*r*is Jat:textl* tst."

:';rffeil "/a# /*rli*", qt.trt* vsrl¡ís sza*{ dlít¡uøttdn elnt¡*exli*r*.
¡fv¡Nprg¡J* lelxt**lJilr{a *íxl Eslara, rixl- tÊrlx,.tial ¡¡trir¡¡:rrø" l# n*xp*
i¡r ¿r¡¡llr¡nll¡li ag^tlÍnutioxe rf#ritd'n¡/¡'dtl¿ l¡¡¡/ili"t¿e Ittnrllrì;T
t&¿lTrç¿henlcttt ;¡e vitzculo nøtri*¿atsií *,¡Llçl:*ië¡r¡"r {ü*r*r}-¡ }'*lisi,
Z4li\¿!5*,tt3, ** firn*d iri filt{lD 48 l.¡95$1, p affi}.

.&rr{hen Mxgr" l:nåi*í *urß*nilllwi',':il¡lvir:l itplrs*rr{. ilì*l:r.¡1 n**uß*il{# ifull il¡r:l>rl:qr{#

wçrd* l¡* usrd ** ro*1:*nr* fo tlr* qucsl.iu* llclc¡r* ftrr* fi*rrr{; tTr* Jìr*|,¿ x¡l*ak l**d+r tNr;¡n t}re wa}**.

Ëc*" {ir¿ {irtdilrg *{ *lzix'li{bulr*1, hr*¿lr,t* tlt* .¡:rasr*npti*r *f the Jø:¿, i"s *?** irmt**+xt** *f
the rcxs t7-11*Ç T,st*xli;rl bð*rtn*, Trvrr* l5), thc ll*vs¡ûrrd ludgat ffriËs{ åâvs ¡nor*l **:tii*rl* tç
Í'vetc{}l}l* [h* ¡'rre*urn¡rii** *f th¡r ].*w *lr+] fir¡d lÌrr iis ¡¿uîl{. Tfus {'}xl*: l*gisl*l*s tltis re4*îr*r*cnl
irz tht**yt l*tl$* *s q**tcd ,!Ìxrve" l#*ilr r*g¡rrl 1o ¡¡l¡rr*¡l r*¡'tiiutlu, i1rr¿l*l lle r**u:r*lber¡:d x**i i|æ
t:11'rtr*',i* *f thi* fånuú*ål $iud*ï{¡ *f lxaof rfi*fbrs i}Õ$t r$ult}l*lt law. fur c$}vt}Tl#?l l*w, *'rr:t o*ly
ir T:e liavahi{itir tigur*d í¡r{s ttr¡* 'rt*ûdår{io l¡r* nlsn tïr* l¡u*nrity 6f ç1t{d*r:*si 1lg¡*, ll$ l*rtryrag* *x

çlxttx*,ú Ítrs 
-fll* pfilrnrlÌ1{T*ri':,r** t f *¡ír}m¡g*- xncl 'h*yûnd n {'fr,âr{}1}âl}lc lb¡*t'^ T* txturtni*i*l

d*erríre, rvhile fl"l* rtv:.îrtity *1et'itle;*w ix ¡l c¡rn.çiri*{íllit}tz, ffrt dyt;trri* çs*"9 *}e qztality t# the
*osithçtt*ø nor* xigni{1câtx*y" Ln åhc **$m*r, qtsa*lily c¡¡¡l å{Tc** th* lv{.i&ltt *l {h* evi{å*¡rsa. fr¡ 3T}c

f*æ ,i *trt'
1#

à,r3#M{rßt?I',r
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i:rtrrrr* l:hr: år&rr:*r #r i.r*lil irir*l,*rl tçço¡r¿{ å!?t uc{ {rl rrhnl}} .iudgtt}er}l itl}rli}l, tTr,r: q::;l}ify *f wlrat ha*
hr:** i:r**¡tïlt å'*¡Th. ll is ¡h* cx*lusi¡¡n *l. a reå¡¡inrt*bls ¿&¡ulrt ll¡*L dnes å¿k-r'¡if tl¡* ¡bsûh.¡le
p**sifuili¿3 üî ll:c c*ilili{ly. 'l }rir is *i6x{fir:e*x ir¡ ;¡ ¿¡¡t* i* rchi*h ths evid*n¿e is tl¡e sryraúv* r:f
The p*rf.ics, *lorrg r+íth tìrc brlckgrouuiÌ, circtxn*9¿r¡rcet ¡inel *$n{ext fhãt $r¡rrô.$titl* T}l4'm. h{* al
rô¡t;tud* r'eq*irer ¡¡.ir¡*lgnrerÉ nho*t åhc qn¿lity oJ. wh¿t irolh partic* havc preseltsd a¡rd fhe
r:f$){*}i{ c¡f ¡he .ti{uafi**s, rr4ti** *re {:}¡¡** it* a whr-rlc" Å* Pirls XlÌ st;rt¿¡l irt hig ;¡¿lrtre.{.q t¿r lhc
R*¡:i** l{r'r;r *rr t¿trì:er 1. lf4*:

Sr¡ucli¡¡res nr*ral *ert;tirrly i* rimit*tl *nly fr*m ¿lr :rygre¡*tc af
iu¡}ir.¡:lir:¡* ¡x# llrclçfic l¡V.lticl¡- ¡s"kÉa cinely, d* **f provirtu thc
l¡xxr<ì;:li¡r¡.1 f*r ,¡tr* cârtilbde, bru whieh. r¡¿llerl lgks*r fesether': nÕ
lc:rgcr ]e¡rv* sù*¡n for *ry rc*s*rtstrÎ* dsuå¡¿ *i! flt*r B*rt of cr *',¡n *f
r**ml"iurlgm*r¡1, Thi.s ix irt rrcr $elrst .t $*#ÈgÈ {i*m pnbabÍlity lu
+*rtainty tlrr*uglr ;l *im¡rl* er¡n-*uâaticu elf 1**h*biÌílir*, wltielr
lÅ'*ui¡l ïfirx{3*{tl {* *:l illegitinlrrt* {ràË*iil fËêtfl *rrl: "v¡r*eìes lû ar¡qxhcr

esserifiully diltlrel;t one...; ir is r¡rlirxr t* reeagaiae ù¡lt th&
si¡"¡¡*ifa¡ *r:u= Lxrcåsrhlc of *lf lï:*xe *eparal*: i¡reli*¡rfic¡rs rirrd prnclb
{:a¡r h¿v*: ¡ :t:{T-¡ci*;rr b;rxis *ln}y ir: tåt* *xit[snÊ* *f" a ennxrlu¡r
*rigix *'r *:urda{ir:¡': !i*rx s¡hieh tlr*y *p:{ng th*t ix" in *Þjeetive
tr¡É! ¡rntl rcali{3'... (ì'rrr¡r,i¡gçsn 1¡v, }f ix giving t{¡* r;;*t¡¡çi fxr hir*
r3*eisi*:r, th* judg* sî*ies th*t thc proafs rvhieli have hecrr adduccel,
csssid*reei sep*ratl**y, ç+*r¡$çt b* jxdge st¡JTieis.tit, but tha{, takerr
lsgé{h*} ari¡l ei:r}:ya*r:d in ;l srrvsy of ¿l'le r*h¿r1* *itx*fi*n, t}r*y
provfut* tfu* rre*e*s¡u5r el*oreal* {w *rr*fi*g ¡!Ë rr Èå* d*{i¡¡i€ivc
j*c¡*ïrclrt. i{ n:r¡cå be ¡t*;tç¡¡**çledge¿l {læû s**lt ;ra*r:lti*g ls írt
g*n*raï c*rüntl ä*d }*git-i**te" fff*)

-{r*{ sf a¡T¿led ,ælev*xce is the further sfaf€ntÈi}t ¡rf the }**}y fiarller af tire rei;rïirrn*:;ip :"ï
1+r***r*ø* t* lht etJr*i.sr***¡:¿ *lthj¡r :n*r:{ e*rti{¡rd*:

}I**e* y*rå s*$ tvhy, in lnud**rk evsa eü:å{siJlcti*t?* ;¡nr:*w}*re, {l:*
.ñr*l placc 3;i giv*n, ¡þt&¡ {Ír$ psitlsip}{: *¡f.iajdi*¡l th:arafi**r, hu
f* th* rn*:irx ¡rf th* *e,rseïáiïTtigg *f,llrr: eei$*L:ee {îl4j

lV:ittrl r'*gr*d *<1 tþs {:x*¡grfly r:f jxd{eí*} }¡rTStit{.1¡rr*é ttre l,Levcs¿::al "TurJ¡;çs :rr* el,islincíl¡r
¡:¡ir:rifi* *f'1fu* rå'g?* i:l=de fer¡sç" ,&c tlre üll<le *¡:eeifi*rrlly [*"1isl*e*:

*¡lx. lf¡ãä ¡r'r se¡råen¡:n :irrfårrn ftn¡n ¿h* rlcf'*ct crf íl'rclnsr{i¡ìbl*
nuìliey i* ..,

?} t&* rigl* *f rfuibnx* r¡:¡s dusiesl f* *¡¡:* *ir lhedfl*"1' p**tg "."

J <l ¡*.¡¡Tersfff¡çl al{*a{ I** rig.Ttf '"1f tïsÍkn'T$ e*rre,r*1' *¡¡ç*ïils ill a jurti*fu1} n¡¡ç,*'.r'r, }h*
l{rr.¡*t¿::¡d 3*t{g*r; l¿:ck t*, l!:e je,rixpr*d*;l*¡t ¡f" the Åç*:r*ft*}it: T¡ili*¡:id¡1. ,* u 1¡*¡¿:itirr* .'f i}.r,'

Rrr¡rtxn Roia, tlec ¡rrcscl{ I}rarr rvritc.s:

llcg+ lî. r"rf rlû

"16

AI}OJ\,IûSI 2I8



I

?.

J

4

.5

6

l)
ô
r)

It)
II
LL

t3
t4
I5
to
l7
IB
t9
2A

LL
22
?3

24
25
¿b

2-t
2tl
29
30
jl
32
3i
34
35
36

38
39
40
4t
¿12

/l3

4¿I
Jt<

nÅ

cDræ

Quare suL':,tnttiali iut't: ¿itrt¿n:^ittttis i,¡ rcrlo rpolialt; lx.rbelur, r¡tti
t1r.'li Qclir)ni u pflt'Íë ar!r:¡}'3ã it¡ ittt{it'i.L¡m dedu¡:\ue ct):?trad¡cct'c

vuluil ols agrndi xtlitntctn. il',riu.¡''l'ribunuÌi.s, rrt:t: prohalilne,r
Íe,nl)ôrD inslt"ttctioni.ç colltcl¡.ts itnpugnttre, v)oc propriatn
declui'aliont:¡r¡ iwticiul*¡n frx:t+t'e" ft.ff: dr7ltmenk:¡ axhibere gu¡)dtl

.faetun circa 4uod iurlìclum lersãbelì:r... (corarn Slarrkiernicz,
22lxll\'1,115, as lbr¡nd irr Mo¡ritoi [rc.clesasticus 113 F198BJ, pagcs

320-327).

'illat is, a sul¡starltial dcnial <¡f'thc right r¡J'<jefellsc trrkc.s ¡rlace rvheu the a<lvcrsarial party
is not able lo offer a colrlr¿ulíclic)r'ì, or wlìen frc ís not ¿rble fo oppose the llrooß wlúch ìrave been
gillhcled, ol wheo trc i.s rrot .cble fo prese nt his owrr side ol'the stoly in court, ol' wlrcn hc is llot
¡l¡lc'to presc.lll àrgìrnìents alror¡l fhc r:onlc:sfe.d issl¡e ilr corrr'ì. 'Ihi-s is furtheu cnunciatccl in R

dccrce of lhe Á.¡rostolic Si¡¡natur:ri:

ldmilli nequil dot"Ìrít'ta li.il¡u¡Ealis citca iuç rtcf¿n,çinris Iãrtis
ct):wt tilLttì, tluot/ uott saluut t-r:t¡uìt"ìÍ ut {:Ònverrf(r uildiùltir', \'t:it.ttt
oticntt ul iuy¿: con!ra¿liceruli r¿ol¡.rt gttudeat (lìÅ 19989/88 V'l', art.
C,lt.4).

liouudalionally, the right o1 dcl'cnse cr-¡rrsists Lrot jusl ìrr being healrl, bul in ìraving the
opportunily to corltrudict tbeevidcrlce. Horvcrrcr, rìrc jtuisprudelrce also teaches that tJ:is.is rrot
rnerely a fot'rn¿l.sm. In this, thc Rota cchoes the teaching of Pius XiI that wâs quôf,ed above. Jrr

assessing, ltrc irrtc.qrity of a j udicial l)roccss, tlrtr Rota ¿rsscssc.\ rvhethe¡ or not the partics know thc
prooß alld havc an oÞporlì.u)itj, to ¡csJ:ond to fhem. Conrrncnf ing on thc diffelence between
observing all lhe solctrnities irnd the cs.surtiiri.s ol: fhc judicial process, irr u rnalriage ca.so thc
lltelt-Dcalt Pornpctlcla obselves:

Cancludendum quttpropter tt"yÍ dr.fui,s.te ryuitlent iudicii
sr;llunnkr¡res scd esseft!ieti{r. py{){:ës.rrß ¡'nctricis peîitionenr,
delerninatione¡n ubiacti lilìs, citttli<tnt: nutll'c¡'i¿ts pãr¡is, I/inculi
D e/e nsí.tsr í s ir'¡l el"ve rtlutn, .fi rail tnt*m sru;o deJb n.rle nd i ut r ìus t¡u e

lturris) fecÍo se^'dua fais,se, ütqrrc idee !trocc-r:;u.r ntllitalent
nullont,odo suslÌnt:rì(corart-r I'onrpctltla, '17/V(/8i3, /i16, as (bund in
,$RRÞ 77 1.19851, pnge2{}l).

In undi:rstarrclitrg tlie right of rìefcn.se, lhe llclerentl Judge.s look to f,lre oppolu.nity tu
krrow ¿rud r-cact to the plooli; they ìook 'ìc: lli'-' sssclrlials of flte ptocess. 'l'he clealivû innovatioll
ol'non-Codal proceclural steps will be undcrstood as faux-solet¡lities ttlgcd upon the Conrt by a
z-ealous Adrroc¿tc. Ilovvevcr', thc appropriale ¿['forts of a le.,spon:iible Aclvocate are reqrdled by
lhc notm of law (Canon 112.3).

Finally, llre lte'¡Erctd Judgcs rccirll thc furcv *f peulicuLu'iegi*latíon i¡r tite ap¡tlication of
n penalty for this rielict. As cited í{bûv¿r,. Nr¡r'nr B ,¡f tirc 2006 l.iSCCll Es*cnfial Nantrs requi,'cd
lbeTi:î tlt*e is molal ccrtilrr<Je abrrrr{ the ¿t$f ier lrirving heen cornrnitLerJ, tlrcrr 'pel:mänenf: remov¿l
J¡rlur ccclesi¿ts{'inrr} llini-^tly, ì)ot r:xr:ìuclirtg clislnj.ssal lì'orr tire clcri¿ul statc'is itdicatecJ.

9rrlc !3 of ¡10
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"l'l*'li:iln:n*1 fiï$t ${:te"s {i:a¡ v";trh :.rg;rrrf {r {}re q**.,iti*ll nf ¿t*l*l"lpir:i*g plabalivê r**r:e,
rhr* g*idixg pr:i**ipl* *l'tsee*1 y*¡as l¿* a?va1's bn*¡¡ Llr lf42 adqlr*s* hl 1t*¡* ?ils XII {r¡ tlr*
prel;rt* *udi¿*rç *f rh* lÅtlat+zi ?{¡:rlrs* lÎ*Ii!. la {ba¡ alù{re*â lh* fTt*iy l¡at.he¡ i*di*ar+d Tå*t lll*
l-'irr:reh'* 'ti'ìbr¡lul så'*tên'i rrrlì*t it.l1 *¡r l}n lï*ciing $f l$¡lh rvlrercilt it is tiÌ* "|trrc *ggr*ga{,* of
¡i:nr:h rü¡d irtdir.$tìprr*'l låral l*¿d t" jr,rlg+'* ::'¡¡:r*. cerli{*dc. 'ì hi* being :;*id, il ig anr neeatxarily
tht; ¡ztxntlty ùf e,yi{¡*r;ce th¡rt be¡;*lr:c* tå¡: dntt;t:*riltxt* r,:li¡rrubu{ív* valr4 jl is h*w trbe f¡cig arr*l

th* ¡l*lail.r lletxsçlv*s rxr* ít{W*'*l¡: *,¡¡rc rví;1t ixt{}lt$r åfid ror¡¡* ls filgu a eoxtplefg ¡ri*{r:re.'f,å**,
a e*sT*i?t# i*sufli*:i***y iri a ,*in**i*l p$¡û{ ür?: h* crxn¡:iel*d by llæ l}r{}õe}te.s aå-art*i?ær Brnaf nr
areã a tt¡çr* "ineii*¿¡tir¡¡¡"0'

Tl* ge*cmltry a+aopted sr:¡?f11*r1ï*ìå¡ r:í'rll* **d¿ of *sfleä Lurt #¡r ths ¡'uxi¿'s *f ilrcrcl
qsr¡ihld* <le{ine* s¡liri. *l*ml r;*riilr¡rl* ¡i$ "'tftr# {ln* a¡ul anural'*fiÞg a.Esâ*t af ¿}rs *¡i¡:r3 lr¡ n

¡rr.rp*eiåi*r*;ï *ep{*d up** *vi¿lerr*e t¡¿}réx J}r:* t}¡c t¡¿**ÂJ ¡a*d* *J'*.*îí*n *¡¡¿{lr*r*a* ***du*t,
¿vid*ns* u¡irå*h {'lrr: u¡ill¿l fi¡¡çlx :*ffir:iual i¡¡ rcitl iis {?¡i} ?t$s*¡¡f"i' 'II:* iir:r*uil r¡f n¡arel asn;I${"lc
entsil* a quality and q*aTifiers i* sr¡r d*r+¡¡ht* ¡¡*d aietibrxrrtiux*. This l?ibt,¡n¡l h** ¡nai*tsined ¿
gr:od øncl çT*¡:¡' n¿rlitlp ¡:f tl{: ç{*ndat'd cf prc*f i:xpø*þd ¡¡f i* *¡xJ * k**x irwårg}óiã cf thg trac bnr
tp b* r'¿ache¿l ín *¡-*t*r l* ¡:st¡:l':li*b guút ¿**m* cortåtl:ds.

The "liibr:n¿! r:¿r,ç ¿r¡idr*s¡íer* |tìç ärg?rr$:r:l çl thr: ¡l*lvc*alt f*r th* ¡çr¿s reg*rdi*g i¡*al**
¡ä&rftÕ?:¡. 'å'ä* Áda¡cç¿ltc f*r tfue r*¿¡s iæ ti¡i* +s** r¡lic¿c in lri* brl*f qpr*stícr* r'egerding tb* aü{iê¡:
cf a m*ll*abl* *'ll*¡:;âü räsmsty"l¡ lffhst 1l?* årNv¡-¡caâa +ui*hü{t to da ir l* call ånl* qir**ti** th*
Jnâr¡rã*r ís rvle¿3 dståil* *an h¡¿ a**vr:ycd tn fh* coælt ir: lh* prc**$t üf, i**lfsöfiarg a cale a&*r'
E{}r** trl¡*Rly or thirty yc*:ç. 1å'lril* tlr*,r* i* *¡:rl{¡*¡i l'ëìts*ll t{} **ll*i¿l*r tlt**e r¡a**1ï*ar {*ueh .is i}re
*:rd*r'iying ¡$*iive Srr 1¡ç {jhlx*}t':* rsli::¡ rïl ¡x'*ral'i¡rti**}, s{}ril+ {rf {1¡r ådv$*¿tü's *få?ritç.s a:t:
**t nçe$$*sri1y t¡çli*aful* T:e*a:l:ç 1l*y r:*t? i* n* u'ay, in any givcn c*5*, be pr*rtt¿4 *r di*prov*cl,

F*r *eai*trri*, {iüln î:ìÕ lixt ¡:f -J:r*fe*sir:*aiìy 
;r***pted *{i¡l*ntrc¡r€$" {;rii r:tl*rtia* whi+i:, il

s*li, ís givar r'*ty 1i¡l:i¡rxi cit*¿i¡¡¡l rtitd justifi*rtir:n] ab*u{ ihe ¡¡ge 8f 'þaså-av*nt i:rf*æ:*{ir1}}
{pfil}-" Tl¡e Â*iv**¿{* ffxr?*ïrå tå'¡al "il is *Trs lh¡rt $r¡sh F}ÌI dses *fua¡:e :r*r:uny brf {i:*r* ic }r*
r*+.y {o d*¿ÕgTi}r$ rsb*lhe¡ o¡ ¡:¡:*" 'mclnorieu ¡:** l¡¿ eæåt*d' n*t i* it ìr$$siþl* årrn ** lir* fs*e {rf
tløn, *isfiggui*il bcllvsrr* * *:e*,å**l ã1sra*ry ;:** ;ul ã.t{rtä1 ¡*}::*s{:*{alir:¡ cf l¡rc{$." Gåv*¿: &r
;*g:.rirød çvaht*liotr aad ¡*a ¡¡f ¿lis*rsiia:r {:y t}le jlxTg**, ltrrÕ r:::lur*, ¡r¡'¡¡l r¿xn}uti** ahel'*a{, *f
**nflieli:rg l*tLim*xy Tie lbrc tà c$ilå{ refi'¡*ínc ah:*øfu:l*iy t}rg *srns i* thc judgrnanl p:"***** r:f':}*
*ffi*er.<.

Th* Å¡Jt{rx¡¡Ë ¡d** i:iaii¿al*s tlea{ "pe*pl* +r¡¡r ûtl å¡ de¡åiis of 1ã¿å¡al tåay think #:r:y
r*¡aê¡¡åbcr,*' *ut h¿rc tll¿l Eldv*¡r:xl*':È preuti*e ât*rT s arut iir¿i'r1 i* gstlr* gfit{{*l cÕr}tcx{ Tbat lr¡;.q

s*rrx; degrcc of'l¡'¡rll: {t¡ it. ¿lrrl clrly lrccurrd*iy tlc{rrils llrorrscirry,s r::iglrt be nt vol'iiurc¿. Tii¡¡
¿real€:i :t ¡uoblurt ûJr {lr: h¡lv¡¡r:iltq fçl}o rrr¡ {¡{:cirrir}¡ì, r*ill rugue fl¡nl it is ili {lte jnaccr:rirr:y rrf'
d¿taiï *n tfi* ¡arrt øi'rxitrl+sti*s r¡¡1¿{ ålrt¡t*i?ttrs lhr graatcrgie4r¡¡'* t¡::rst lx c¿lled irr guestiorr. äui i*r
il:i¡ *¿¡11 ta tfri; jeedg** *r*arniåy supllr|rtç-¿l l:y Ìliu x;reræå:*il tlr{:g¡v. ôr js i1 rif. {:üliåi}y t¡:tr{ç¡-;::i¡¡r¿J'l
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l'be ll,st ¡roint {o l>c lnad.; r'clirLes to llrc Advoc.air":'s oltl itsscltion llrat "lì¡c ìrur¡ârr

mcnrory is r¡l¿rlleai:Jc. ilctivc ¿ìr)d vrrilrcrolllc 1Ò v,ìriùus iullucnce.s."'l'hís sliuuld be t'ecognizecl rrs

â slafcrìtc))l lhat, irr cssci:cc, t:ufs ltolh ways.'['o lìrc srtnre cxtcrrt tll¿t wltalevcr'ùjfùìJÍ].sl'artu(r
migirt cau.se a pcrsorl to rccallor to altlil¡ute recoiicctions to lhe acf.icns of a¡othel whert lhey are
irr the positio¡r of lLìl;r',-rrl víctill or wifu¿ss. worrlcl scom to hclld ¿qunlly applicable lcr tJlc
l)l(Ðoly of the ¡rr¿s. lt seem.s lrrgicaì to assclt tbat aßer trvs¡1t or thilty yeir:'s fi'om thc i¡cidelrl
bcirg denict ,llte. reus likewise can havc an cqually st'ong bclìcf in hjs own ir¡roccnce. Could
rlot lr.is own ìncrìrory ollhe circumstânôes ör'cvcn llle [ac(.s have been n)arred hy tiris samefac.for'
of ntalleability. 1'his, iiccordiug (o the Advocatc's pr-¿nìisc, r:right be tlrc oasr: evclr wilhout
broachin¿{ ttre ¡rossihilit¡, qrlinlcrttitrnaì labrici¡'iorì o} ob.sculiìrg ol'Påcf s.

Tbù Advocale irrdicatcs tlla( n ¡:crsor: (thc onc nraking thc allegation) rra¡, look a1

othelw)sc innocent beilaviol aud allributc to it lhc look nf .sexual ¿llu.sc. If would sccm .;rossible
to al,so .say thât a pcrson (thc ouc acerrscd) could, ir: rett'ospecl, look at belraviols that lright
co¡oslilrrle sexual abusc ¡urd f hlough thc lcns ol'(heil'owu tnind ¿rrr! thoil orvn malleal.,lc urcmoly
see orrly irrnocerlt l¡ehnvior oll their' o'uvu pârt, cspccially sincc it is a co¡runon hulìlan tl'ait to
r¡rtiurlaì izc one's <-ru,n behavi or.

Givcu thcsc ¡rrclirnílary obselv¿rtiolls, lhc Coult llow addrcsscs lhe issue that therc '*,crc
orher rvitncsse.s, ir'r acltlitio¡ to those urcntiorrcd above, lhat lvcre r,víllirrg to tcsti$r to tlrc goocl
chåracii:1' of tJ¡e reus. È[owcver, ¡'r llris regar<1, l]rc plosecuting attorney in 1he civit tl'ial of thc
r e u.r nade the followi rrg o bsr.:rr¿alicr¡ ;

Nobociy has gntten rrp and said l"alhel l(nigbton is a tcrrlblc huma¡l
being. Nobody'.s askírrg you to juclge hi.s rvorù a.s a lttrrtan being.
Yt¡rr're ¿sked bo clecide whcther ot not he ¿ssaulled n pcl'son,

Grrorl peuple do thirrgs tlr¿t ¿rc olirties. Bad peo.¡:le do good tl-rings.

[Clyö_ljþ l, Á tlc rLroo n, r\r.rgrr s t 22, 2003, page I 631.

hr t'esi:rrrrse to the trllcgatiorrs, 1hr.'tcstítnony of oppo''^ing witnesse.s anrl othe¡'rnnlerial ill
l.lte acfa, bis Àdvocnte ¡rrosents thc pcrspeolivc of the ra¿rs. Ír generaì, this coropriscs
leiierations of innoccnce and tho prc.senlatiou of characfel wilnesses. The Advocate also
nttelnpts lo ìnr¡reaclr llre u:'edibilify and fhe \rÈlaciIy of the accr¡ser.s. J'he Aclvocafe elnphâsizes
the probiems tire colrplai¡rarts r,vcrc cÌpcr-icncing in thcir livcs at tbc Litirc of ürc allegcd
incjdents of abuse an<l (he rlysfurrctiou in {heil' farrrilics. BLt¡, it r1ì,usf b¿ì noled that cônvêt.sel-v.
lbc rez¿.r'' ability to dctcct srrch dysfunclilrr could be under.stoocl 1o hovc mad.:1hem cudiclatcs
for .such exp [oítaLiorr.

Tfre courplairìl.s wcrc ouìy placctl yeai;; aiìcr iìre allegcd abrr.sc; clínícian.s citccl in tlie [,aw
Section s¡:ealc r;ontmonly rrl'tìrc leügtlry passngc of fime befbl'e such behovior is .shared. 'l'Ilc

¡\dvocir{<; uscd lernl,s such as "llansl'cLcncc" and "llat^hbttclts" in an attonrpt to discredit thc
cornplitju*rrt*; howcvcr- lhc .Atlvrlr;¿lle rli¿l :rot t'lcvelrt¡l a logic.al, cogetrt ârgunìt.Jil about thcse
mattcrs. J'he Aclvocotu¡rr-esr:rlts thc velclict ulI civil striL as a ¡x'oof ¡f tìc iruloce¡tcc of
thc rev.r. The Âclvoc¡fe ltrs ¡riaccrl a grcat rìcal ol'cvidcniialy nreight on letters of sup¡rort, a...;

rvell as the lestit:rorry of'ñ'ie :.ci-q: while sr;¿h m¿rtc¡:jal de.nìonstrâte.s that ¡llc r¿ì1.ç wâ.s successñ:l in
somc of lris rninisl'y, it clocs r:r{ clilccf )y a<idtess the issres in thc formul¿tío¡ of'thc douht
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lntlced, u'lrile rr:aly rrl'ihc llririgs {!ç ¡'¡¿u.r lr¿rs tìolle ln¿ry rlr}Í bc classilieri ir {he teclrníe;¡l
¡-eDS€ ârí crånes eith*l in câÍron o]: civil law, rbe facT is lhnL he ha.s dÐmotlsn:flsd fïorn llrc
bcgin*irrgofhisclcricfillil''e on lt4arch7, 1972, fhathedoesnoti'eelboLrr:tltoobsetvcchu*h
Jrw ald íîs cr.rneomiti:rrrt rlisri¡rlire.s. ür l¡e ol¡ç-ç1ig¡:UC_l-au{ul churcir author'ìty i{'{bat r:rca¡r
r:or.r1radicting}:isow¡tççi:;lrc's.[ijs,rq,D'frìend,ruçandidlystateS:

Marv has ;¡lvr'¿rys talkerl :úor-rt his great lovc lbr flie ¡rrìcsrhood antj

fclt lhat Ihrit rvas his calliug ancl lris voca{on. Yct at tlte sa'¡ie
time, ln rvirtrcrl f.o rk> vvhlt hc felt tle rvantecl (<l rlr.r. Autlrori ty iç

ole big hu¡dle ir-'r Malv, ancl tltal irirs always bcerl a hurcle fo¡'
Marv [1.t:1¡nl 

'l-rjal, V/itlrcris "K", page I8l.

hacl pr'cvìously gÍvcn arr cxant¡;le of this irt)ljs lesúirnony:

Wc wcrc ¿t lhe suruirrary a[ Jh¿t tirnc irr tlrc theologate. l;ati¡cr
Jivcr.l¡t I'io1y Ängels, ¿rs ir $c.nrir:¡rdan at that Lílnc. l{e rlid rot livc
on ths senrinary cflmpus rvhich was .rfqun:cd, aurl somelrow hc tr,as

able tn excccrt that rcqr-rircrnon[ [Pcnal'ltia], Witncss n'K", page 3J.

w
minister.

ä
semlÐ¿fiy

hilc ttrere fhe ¡'¿l¡.v gave people the ilrpression hc wns a legifimatcþ sanr:tionod chçrcir
\i/hil¿ tJre::¿ hc cenlmitterJ an of lþnse agaìrrsl thu sixth cô)n¡ratrrlrnent witi: ilI
,4¡r off,ense tlrr.t likely would not h.ave occurred ifl l:c had l¡een lir,r-ug at t]rc rnajor
witll the re.sl of his trrdinirliorr class.

2l
fJre in'r'cs(igator zrssigned to lhe casc r¡f dte lezrs, i.ìobcrt Beyer', rlal¿es tÌre firllowing

sfâfû¡nent afTcr revicwing Arclrrìioccçan ]ilcs ¿rl'th¿ r'si¡s:

His iecorcls ri:fcc( tfiat hri is un indepctldcni ¡rcrson. Iìe krok a job
at Whitnsll l,ligh School, aLrcl acloptcrl threc son.s wíthonf fir';t
tliscussing thu s.ifuatio¡l wiù thc ,\rcJrdioccsc, arrd without plior
ä¡rpt:crval fir:rm the Archbisirop, jhcle is oorrcsponclence in Liis lile,
whích was v¿ritten by Fr. tGrighton, itxi,it:aiilrg (hat he does not like
to livc in a lcc{.ory seltiu¡., but pr:efcrs ?c J'r¿vc lhe privacy of livirrg
by hirnsell'. J;l'. Knighto¡t hns not alrvays bccrr happy with his
n*ignnroni;s arrd J:¡¿s lcÈ thc Arclxi¡occsc krlorv nbouf ir thrcn¡¡lr
cm'¡:espr¡¡rtfence. ']"frrrre ïs cnrres¡ronr{crrcc. in ìris fìlû inr.licating thal
he hac clollc a good.ioh in his assigrrnclrts and ',vâ.s uvell liked. llrrt
there is ¡rlsr: cul'r,eslror:de¡1ce r¡'hich ís o'itica) of his job
pe rf'ornlarrce llribtulnl File. "Coirfidcniial ,Sexual Abur,se

I uvcrl igal. ir:tr", p;:rge: Ü (ilil.

Not oÐly Mr, fleyer, brH rulyone rvhcl rcr.ieç'.recl thc corlesportctencc ol lhc rs¿r,c wilh hi.r
lau¡firl r;upcriur.s, lvuulcl ¿¡¡rive i¡t ¡. sitnjlar u¡sessmellt. (Nolabtc llere r:lso i.s ll¡c cvculually livctl
corrlladjcti<ln to his ex¡:resserl pref.bær:ce to live ''by lrim-sell'.") 'l'Jt¿ Â,rlvocafe l¡'ies lr¡ rnlion¿lliz.c
'h:s Lreliavio¡ in roJa{i¡rrr (o .srr¡rer:ir.r,rs wirb t}ri.s tlcltusc:
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Wlrilc it is admilterJ that Ìr¡rttu:¡ lttighton ]¡as ttot trlurays acletl in

accord witlr tlte wi.shes of .lljs bjsho¡:, he nonetheless ltas acted in
åil uln'ighÎ, ¡rürül rrräruìÉr. I'le jlas always lbllowe<l ld.s ço¡rscieucc

lo ll:èet (lre rnor'*l obligations of zr pri.esl to tlre r:eecls of tìlc Clturch
¿urd its pcrrple. 'lhcie ltas rtevel beetl any ¡turri.shtren( or pertnl

sârrclÌon pi*ced against F¿rther l(nìghTor: t'*r ilìs itcfiolìs- 'l\'r:e,

!¿rlher f(Ìrighlan is rrot a subrnissivu, cr:mpliart, and passive ¡:riest.
Ye:s" lìrere rue copies of letlers and m*fcrials fron aud tn F¡tf.llcr

I{nighton ín the acf s, Fathe¡' K,nighlon can be rlirecl, fbrtluiglrt
lrllnl" altspolcerr ^ all gtrod Anlerican qr-rirIí1it:,s.

DuLirrg his p¡iestly coroôr, Futlicr iÕrighton kept writilg io ìris
archl:isho¡r, commurlicirting with biu, .shaling witll him ltis lto¡:e-s,

his goals, lris corrvictiorrs, his lespec[ aud atlbclio¡r, alotrg with his
¿trger' ¡åtld fi'urlralir¡r about valious fliirrgs. It is tlue lhat Father'

l{nigl*on t'akes initiativc; tllerefo¡c hc is not passive arld

subnússivc. Who u'otrld want a leadel ol a pricsI r'iho is passivo

¿tnd st¡bnri.s.sivc? A-n',rxg sorrre clergy it hâs b(jùn â cornmot'r

sayìng f.ô s{äte, "lt. is rlways cniier lo asl< for forgivcrtcs.s than it is
to asÌ< fìr penní-qsiolr." rilhile ¿r canouisl or a legislatol urighl not.

so qtickl.y express such a ;;rafemerrl, the p:*ctical and pastoraJ

rrirrdc<l arn{rng t}:e clergy lreqrretrtly do so, Ccfiainly, Father'
Knighton scems fo Jrave Lreld tllis sentirne¡rt [Defensc Briefl

liufblnrnately, lhe r\dvouate lbr (he rcrs, like the r¿¿rs' )tiruself, urigJrt desire tlùs ùil¡rural
to fi.rnci.ion olr sentirrrer)t rathcr than canon.s arrd lcgislation. A blat¿int examplc of this is f'ound in
{he S*pternbcr ll, l9BB leftei'of tlte r¿¡¡ Ín lvhich he iuforins i'is lawfrrJ superìor, Atchbi"shop
Rembert Slcalcland, tbat he ìs finalizj.ug his adoption ol a ten year <rld boy and a six year old boy

I C I ergy F..1[ç, æeq:z l-6.:2],?1,'[Jrc .A.te]rbisho p repìics :

You have n patlern of dcirg what you pleaso and then irrlolrrring
.superirlrs. I sirnply want Ío gu ou reoold tbnt I havc rro{'giverr you
my perrnissior'! tô ädôFïtlre trço ehildlen tirat yotr r¡pe,Í¡k of- in yortr
lc f tcr.

You cnnnol coulin.uo, l,r[arv, t<l gr) on just tloir,3 rvlral you 11.[r:rrse

ancl tåen in[omring t]te rest of us .latel aud cxpcct that Go<l'.s

lrlessitrgs will be abund¿rtt orì ¡,1¡r,' Jife a¡d on your rrinistry
LÇlsrsy--!ì¡ç, pa gcs 2 1 8'[.

Tlr* Sei:ienrher 22,'I9B8le*el oJ' tltc r¿¿t.ç irr re¡ly îo tbjs letier o["tlie Atchbishop clcar:ly
dcnrr:¡t.sh'af¡:.s ihnf hi: will acccpt n{} {.lÍìrr?*i jndgrleui ol hinr crl his n;itrislry. LIe alo;rc dccidcs
whef{:er h.e, is a. "faithl.'rtl" ¡:r'iest. This cgn be seen i¡r lhc lirllowing lertgfhy, vei'batim c-ycerpt

Ji'onr tTrat le$er;
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Y'ortr last prrLlgralpìr botltct'c¿ì l1t0 cvelì ulorc: "Yolt cat'ltol
corìtinuo, lt4i:r v, lo go ol'r just doirrg vvltat you ?leasc,,." Your:
genelalifies, yor:r jrttlgenre,llf¡tl cr:nllr:cnl$ arc eltough tt¡ ¡r.¡alce nte
clisgur gc"

I hare bccn a pr:icsf tbr this Archcit>oc.sc for iJrirtccn years, I wrr5

or:clainccl by rlre late ærd lovirrg i\t'<:hbislxrp Willía¡n E. Cou.si¡¡s. J

served af St. Á,n¡re's palislt ort fhe notth side tbr onc Year, I was
f.ìrerr assigrretl to PiusXI Higlt Sclrool in ì976 autl ,r:rLrirílted fltct'c
r¡n1il 1987. Norv, couid you please itarre the courtesy ol bcirig
s¡recific how I have been doíng as I ¡rlcirsc'l

When ì sought to loolc for a job in the pubiic schttol, I carne fo you
.scekin¿1 your o¡liuiutt. ljr¡re I selr{ ouf. appiicaliorrs, bttt I'"vas o¡;ctt
to yorrr opirtions arrd r.vouïd have respeclerì it

.As ¡rrie.sl, I ltaven'f bcen cìrntgerl r¡,,ilh al¡! legal ol'fbn.se. irr thi.s ciry
nor sr-i)te i.iirt would causc cmbar)âssnìctìi: to tlie priesthood. As
pritrs( I have nof durm irnythirtg againsl lhc Corle r-ll()anrtun Luw
tliaf w-ould ôausê'me to be toggod as''doing as f pleasc." -l lrave jl
nry cstinriitiou have been faithl:ul as a scrvant; people woulrt vouch
i"ol f liatl

Maybe the rliflïculties doesu't lie wíth nrc Rembert. l\4aybe the

diff,rculty i* rvitìr you ai:cl youì' uncorìrf(>rtablenes"ç oî,r*eaiing rvilb
rne aftd anyolre who stlive to ì¡c lìee irt living thc Gospel. By lì'ce.
please dorr'I inteLprct it doiug wl¡at I danrn we]J plcase. Maybe
youi r.rncomfoltable¡ess of relarting witll those who disagr:ee rvith
you is your ¡roblem. Il sculrs tltat one câr l¿ver disaglcc wiih yorr

or bc thcir'ôwn pei:son. f I they choose lo clo so, they are lclì irl the
coltl! Tl¡js htr.s been rny experiencc with yotr in thc pas' and I
choose not tti allorv th¿rt as an hírrdrance tô my r¡¡6¡v1b a.s person
ancl ¡lriest.

tf I am such a problern to you a.\ you nlenlio*rcrll lgt¡t wtl[gg.-ancl
lffiSJl*Eel+ I arn ¡¡rosl u,ilJi:rg 1o leave iurd go clscwhcr-c. ï dorr'(
need this r:ash jrrdging that I lirrve l tceived I'i'om you or ;rnyone else
bccausc thc¡' f'ail to Jclorv rryho I arrt really ar:r. I ¡un !ired of bcing
judge<l lì'o¡n afar'.

I ga(Jrcr'),ou arc ur)dsr' ¡ì1l¡oll sllcss \ryillì lhis evonl. of'Mr',:
and rrrlw flr* pa.ssirtg of' a goird n:¿:.¡1. ,\¡chtris)rop V/iTJíam I'1,

Cousirts. iVhatevet is golng v,'ith yctr, l,'Õu rnust trral!/.s th*t I ¿:lr
not â lâp tlog arxJ srtoh unfi¡unrjerl co¡rllnt:nts ¿nd criticisrn i rlol:''¿

a¡rprec.iatc. I find jt rtiosl uncharitablc, ofiu:sjve ¡rird fotally rrnlair

ì:,.å* iË*f4{i
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to nrc alrrl ìloq,I've served i,1 tlìis (iiocrJsc ft]lcrgy iri]e. ¡¡çggs ?2,1-

225.1.

By corrrparing t3:is [ettr:r'to tlrc fulfncss o1'maicria] irr his Çìer:gy_l'il-ç, ir csn he noled that
lhc ¡ur¿s appalenfly glosses over lltlllr thc abru¡:t en<lilg u[ his rnrilti-'yetrr assìgnrricrr.l 1o Sf ,

An¡ic's parish, and lhc lì:rÐtrnol in rvbich h* was "â;'-signcd" to ['itts -Kf ]Tigh licho<ll. 'Ìille r¡¡r¡.ç

serrf n copy olthis lettor to the auxiliarylisltol:, thc Most ltovcroud Richard ]. Slclba, v,'ho scnt a

rcply date cl Octobcl 13, J 988. In tlris re¡rly Bisbop Sklb¡r uotcs; "I d,) lurotv rbal ¿ r'ost rrr¡rlrbo'ol

ilriests lccl rlrat you lravc char{e¡l yôur ô1vn cÕlrr;se rvitttottt rnrrth ¡r::itrr consultatir¡tr." [Çlqrgy
lji!-e, pagc.s 2291

A review of 1ìrc ÇlUr1ç9¡r_ fds ole¿¡'ly intlit¿{cs f hat tlte le¿¿.r l:acl confiicl.s vui(lr dris .s:r:rrc

Âr:chbisholr William Ë. Corrsins, whoin lre tries fo porlray as uncl¿rsta*ding him ù-o nrlch l)el:r',r

rhan Atchbishop Weaklancl, Irr his lelter datod July 13, 1975 (harely niueteen clays aftcr he u,as

ordaí*ed a priest by this .sftme Alchl)jslrop Ocusins) tho rcu,s w!:íls.T lhc folluN'i*g:

1b grr ro ,31. Ann's on a filTl-t,irne basis ai lirís poirrl wr:ukl [:c urfair
to'thc people, f* the 'j'earr: nncl to n:yseif, xny )rcäfl j.s :rol fhele and

u'ould ¡of be thcre. To go thc¡c by folce rvoultj bc ¿lonc ouf of
lllinrl Obediencc and that I dol'l ì¡¿licvc in. lÇh¿¡CSÐLFilg, Ìiage
023J.

In l:is rcply, A:'clibislrop Cousins rcnrincls the rett,¡ riL llre ¡rrornise of obeciience tirat hc
lrarl publicly m¿<le ín hjs rreerrl or'<linati*r: ütr€morly:

The qtreslíon now co¡loonìs ]rõr¡r ca¡rying orit cvf the promise of
obetiicuce you nracl* upon lhc neff¡siorr o-i- yrlur Ordiru-rLion. You
say in youl le(ter', "l i:rotniscd obe<licnce to you n:rcl Srotr
-cuocessols. I prr:rnised ilrcsc vows, aud by lbc Gr¿rcc of tlrc fathcr.
I will keep tlren". Tlris i.* all tbat i.s being .tsked of y6r¡. Yrii¡r
iurplicd iusirte¡tcc (U)on an appointrnc¡rf. to Pirrs XI High Scliool is
at varia¡cc rvilh your consi.çfcnt slatelnenlç tliat ít is yout desirc 1u

sL:'rvc. YrlrÌ Elust immecliately recr>gniz..e tltni .çervicc cannol bc

conlìnecl ol re.çtriclr:d fo persorral prefetencc [Clta¡pçl-y lji,]"e' page

Ú241.

Even his fi'ierrd ancl classnrirle, f-, stñle..i: "l lhink tVarv has always f+t¡nd ir
lelatively easy fbl lli¡n to cxcccd ¡'cquìolio¡rs ond discíplínc thaf rlid not suit his prupose'' [.!1e.¡1al

îtj¿.il"k:fjüq4y, '{Vi{noss "K", pzrge 5 i.

l'lavixg estal¡lisJled fJmi fllc r'el¡s ¿lJolc dccides for']:iln.sell'urll;rt his l)r'()per action.s are, lhc
'lì:ibun*l n+ies tJro fbllowin¡q delforìse s{afe,¡ric¡:l ulThe ,A.clvlrc*í¡,r:

ln thc ca.se at hancl, !'a(hcr lfuighiorr has a lorr¡¡ histor5' o1'

irivolveluei.t çvith botll th.È educariû:i ancl p;*lolirl câre of youn¿;

people, Ilrcleccl, milll)i yùars ago a nnmbc.r <li'boys lvctrt swirrrnring

J)ep.e 19 of ,10
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tog;cther rvjlll Jruthc)' I(niglrton. Thrr:c of= lltc lxr¡'s liour thaf lort¿
Itistory nou' ascusü ltrafhcr Kni¿lltnr.r <ll'sexurrl ¡rtiscollc{t¡ct. 'fhe

tbre* accuscrs ssenl each lo colnc fir¡n¡ tlnr"rbk:d trtckglottnds.
.J'he¡e 

seerns 1o be some inte¡coru¡ectior¡ befween or ânlsng them,
lìrouglr it seclrs thc ¿iccnsels rlcuy it. 'lllc issrrc of theil'crolivatian
ín bringirrg forwaxl these allcga{'iorts is qttestiollal:lu. It t+oultl bc
expecfed lhat rrrarry acpusel's woLrld l:*vc cmergccl jf Ënthcr
lGrìghton ivcre tcal1y a predalor of l3 anri l4 yunr olds. lt would
also bc e>íllccte(f lllat ar¡ aelaption ,ìgenr.y or cltilcl plotcclivc
scrvioe.s would have di.scovc:etl somef,lring ín Íts exaurLtatiorl of
I'ilthel'Ktrighton's readiness trr atJopt. Ciiven th¿t no olhet'âccusers
llave conre forwarrl antl givon tha'ü no adoptíol trgencíes or ¿l¡ilcl

.¡:r<llection services h¿ve made nny alìcgation.s, ali llre nttre ìt
',vorrld seenr tltat lhther IÕrighfon is innoceirt of the *l1ega1ions
rnade I'y rlrese 3 inrlivirjuals [Àdvucaþls ]3riÇf l

'I'he l'¡ibunal givcs rro wcight (i¡ lltis de{etrss. sincc tlrc allcgations sei before this
'fribtrual clo lrot incltrde one that desígrrates [lrc ¡¿¿s as a "¡rrcdiltor of l3 ancl l4 year olr{s".
lVlrat is at issrtc is wlicfher ol' not Ð delict rrgainst (hê Six& Contmnndment of thc l)eealogue was
crrr¡unittecl by the rers t¡¿'zfh ônð ôr nrolc rnillnls. Sin¿o tJlere arc no cl.ilccl rvjfucsscs tr: wlr¡t took

¡rlacc otjror lhan the rau.r uxl lils ac,ousel.;- tltc'li'ibr¡nal cm:elìrlly ,sets l'orth in the folJowing
zri'ilrrrnen[s cortccnring two accusels r¡f tlie lcrrs rvhy it quc--tiotrs lhe credibjlity of t'hc yeur atd
lrot lhat ol his ¿cousel's.

'ürc lribrulal will adtlre.ss the acçnsal.ions irr cìrro¡rrllogital ordcr lo sliow tha[ lhe sarnc
atLitutle moriv¿tcd the conducl oI I hc ¡'¿zrs with r¡ll hi$ accrrsers, r1ar.rcl5, that each wâs to give hir¡
what lre wanted, whsrr lìc rvarrted, l¡ec;ruse ol'his sertse of crttitlernent. f iru lìjbulral bcgins with
lhc allegatior: ot Ü '[he Advocate irrsistcd this allegatiorr bc rliop¡red since it rvas evident
tl:at ilris i¡rcident took placc beFore Lhc t etu hcca¡lc a dcacon. i his Ad'¡<lcate algues:

It is not alr incidcntal uruilcr wheiher Ìjaüler Klighto* 
'va*s

oldaincd a dcaoon ¿L thc Litnu of lhe alleged cvenls. 'Ilr{i ürÍnre ùf
which he Jras l>eerl rc¿¿.ç ís that o[ scxuaf ly abusirrg a rni¡rol * not
whiLa as a lay person. but whilc ¿r ulclic in rrrajor ordc¡s. lf ['rather'

Iûrig)rton was not yet ordaincti rr rleacr)n, therr thc gravius de licttm
of wlrìch ltc has bosr: r¿a.ç coukf r:ot irave taftotr placc. Âccordilç
to flrc [er.r]rs of 'Ihe EssentiaL i\orrns a¡:cl of Sucranrcntoruht
sanclitatiÈ lulefeL it js a consti{r¡iir¡e elc:ucnt oJ' this gravi.u.r

deliclutn thaf tlle açx, of scxnal abusc ¿lf â mir"r¿)r' ht comrnitted ìry
olrrj who is a .plicst or deacou. Âs will 1rc cx¡rlaìreed !:clow, fur
ruas()ns oJ law this aLlcgatio:r shotrld rô1 bc irloluclcd in tlriri

1:rnceecl i n11 l'A råvuc;tlc' :'- B rie l]

Wt¡iÌc ackuowlcdging rlost ollthe al:ovc a.s accur:atc. thc J'rii:Lr¡r¿J dk;iirlgrrishcs by r:otirrg
r[ii:r "the crilne ol whiclr hc h¿rs bcen ac,¿:nse¿l is th;r1 nf sexua]ly nirrrs.irrg â i]línof -..¡ro{: while as n

laf ircrsorr, but wliiic a citl:ic,'' 'Üre udvocÍrtc caltir:.ç l¡js ,st¡ntencc klo J'ar tly adding ti:at the ¡al¿s

lraat'r.0 rif 4{J
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\&:â* ï*[ "*l e]cri* irr nrui*r: ürder'$". Ir is indïx¡r*1*bl-*, t]i*l llris tlclËr:t Íei*k ph:e-e ttnr{cr th* T:rr1t'r1-1ri

nf rbc ! Sl7 Cselc of fjanorr l,,¡rlnl {t.1t:}" l}y rlr* tr*}t$ *f t¡t*x s¡:rr** {llËlr lt¡*¡u'vig T. K.i*ig}ton rv*s

adr:litrsd |r¡ tbe cleri¡:{rl stxte hy f h* *r:t r?i: t{}r},*r}rç {iq ¡ 7 fl(:, il¡lur;* I {}S * t}, lç}¡icå he rç*ciç*çl
*n L4s¡'Ëh 7,11'j2. 'l'h* Å,i*tu ltt"ttp;Í* ef ¡lç1pu }fturl Yl, &ÉtnÈ*:rcria quø*tl*tt* ^ r*i}+frning
rdr*ri,ç¡ion 1u lhe ekl'ìürl stlrte as +tdi¡¡*rliçt¡ ¡* åTt* dÍncr¡n*t* * s'&$ it¡,tc¿l *ll åug**t 1*,lþ72,
'l-"hì;* eTÐ*filrls*t d*s:ç l'rot r*pr:cii.t 11¡¡{ f{l+,re rl*raci}, ¡ttir*tittgrå 1çr thc r}ç*ir:¿+l .qtal* [:y f*ns*.r* wr.rrr
lr* t*xlg*r t* b* rcgarrl*d -:¡r cJerie.l r¡nlil thc!r trl'elilrnti** fq¡ th* ¿Jiar:r¡*¡¡.tç'

'ffie c1t*stian ¡)f çne '.t sf¿¡¡* irt lifþ ¡rf ;¡ give'tt nu nrc¡t i¡l finlç't i:ilncid fi¡el, *ur|. ü$å ð. *ÌtÉlttr
*f pr*rr*l la*. Thus, ir i$ düüurircrf**'y alrrl ur{ {l}e}l fo L'ru¿rl*ltc,J rlr ÐÍir'i'ftwÈd irrt*l:¡rrel*.fiolt,
lr*rÉfisrmct'¿, the eiistin*tien l}t¡tt h:ls næu:'rcrf :iiltee 197ä t+lrsr¡ ttrl$*rs rv¡le slill tlc ififtl¡ltifig
p+iut af s¡le.'$ ej*d¿r *t¡rfç; er*d tlre p.rese+:i, ix åh* f¡lr:r tltaf t:*¡lcr th* {råd åystc*; {l*ng pr:¡:.dqfin$

{h* ror:Ín-¡r**tCI¡sl nrili¡:r: cf {he lq?*'e} {}KlE lvns reit ¡)*"te*irre;T Ìn Tre *ny f ilc*L:Iiheod in Lhe

serni**ry *ys{üÞ +f the eluy f*r flny 'Ér$'ir}istry" cur*ilÌrtg ì.ntr:racJir¡*s rvilh v*laer*bl* ¡l:r'*ons
h*hrg perfbr*reil'lry prxvr:l¡¡r rrfh*r tit¿*t El¡it{rrtrs r":t ¿ætc*f's, Jlr¿t, tlle rÊus,in T*Ii*ÍiF€ûr, ruitlr þi*
r*tlr*r: ceilsi$tc.nt dcsirc tc ga *gaiu*t t¡É syefcrüåfjç î¡rnrs{ir.¡¡t prflç*r;# 6x$cctqd *f hinr by l*vt{*}
s*perio*, tls*,:iclerl *l hi* *w:* nç.csel {flat Jrç xar rnariy tE¡ Ferfumr puhlic rlirrÍ.stry. IIe wa¡r

¡rre**r,nably rcady alxa I* t$kÊ *ri {h*t prrb}irl *qtfu*¡L}nn ar;u leaç{'th* sil.x nf it, t[r*t cÉçres fr'çrrn

h*ing a senr.inarian livirrg a$n-icle tfi* uçrnit¡ür"y cô¡r:!tlllrlity. ft see*"* lh*rî the rar.t inte*ti*nally
s:e¿.È*q{ r}m eiter:r*8{¡r.trcc whcr¿ fre wr'rrl b*¡'r*lel $ç situ¿tir:n anti*ì¡ia{e¿l by law, ar*l pk:ceel

hims*lf ín th* rçle p:cviously cxpcef*l xf nnly pri*:*l"t *s rl**c*¡r*, l*y ttr*ing thi* hc hirns*.lf
*raafed tlte cir*unr,qtünrr;: wirs,e hc ç;**!l pax.ríbly tl¡r:rt Jr¡ve &ke$ îi{¡t*$lage. a.L *r*rr*e.i:rup*Èed
n'pr:.ri:ti#n*' irt *,rder to corr¡mít thiç d*tict.

TIre f:om*ter arlclre*res tlri* questi*:*: rxilh pleci*iex. {Ic inclícr¡t*"q thnt s.dirtine¿ie¡n lwerh*
t* þe ¡ltade betrvee¡r €ånôR* 2*5S an¿l 235* in Tlre lf l7 *fC, f-þn¡:n 235*, rvhieh hâ.q Ê$ pu*lie.t
in ths lSfiå Cerla ¡rpFlie* ltr *r{uiÉ in mir¡rlr ¡rrslel* I}¡t: n*rt:¡e uf,e¿'n¡:¡r 2i57, Tl¡is ì*tûê#å TIlaf å
*in againsf the sir*ttì c*rr*ç*d¡nslt o1*1:* I3**al*lg*r: üð,¡¡ ccclr¡'- llut x&* p*lr,tflel rl¡'*wu inf* *Jte

l**3 emb. lhat clf *ru¡¡¿ ä]5$ $2, ïx tire {i¡'st tc i¡r{J"ç¡iluec t}t<: u¡¡tì*tt *f a er:i*r* ag*i*så * min*v
l-r¡:[*u¡ tlr* rtge ef I6. "f]e ¡:ral:lem wilh tl¡r: ,¡¡år¡urrr]t ¡ri'llrr. Arlvnctîc fut fhe r¡rp,s i¡* {h:.r{ l}æ

nsffúr,rne*å that ke scck* i* h¡¡seiJ sn t Ìxr:€$urrrFtiûn'urilhÍrt tlte' lfiy *:ld uifli* the tbnn¿tí*:t
R{rnçtuftâ *f th* ttrurch ai that ti¡l'¡¿ thnl f fr*¡*c r¡r n*n*r r:rtlçrs w*çletr n#l b* pl***d in a*y
l:irc*mef*ncas F¡hsr* tlrep ,r*:l*raeï*d nti$r fiÌ¡r*¡"l¡:s r$rdc.r Ih* *.9* *f lei" It çcents dirir,rgcnuous for
thr: rs¿r.r Éc rri*h tn evðil fiirnsell *f tlu t{'i,tti*r*Iir:¡r whir:h lue¡¡ües a pr'*te*lir:r1 wk*n tre w¡s
unrvÍlling Ðl fh* 'iirlc to aefhsr* ¿r¡ ilr* Ji¡¡'$lãtir:rçrì p*r'*ar*tcr'"ç tlìc{ w**ld nnl hår,ç: *11*rv*¡l thíx
eir.e*rllr"ç'.ancc l* lrave cri**¡r in lh* first pÞ:ce,

In a*ltilrg r}l* le**retì e"pir i*-* *f ïåiahcp TlrÐ¡n¿$ lì*::rno tll], Jfjf], *n {}ti* rn*ller, T3isirrrl:

l")c¡¡an s'.;rlqrl lh¡iå ea¡¡*¡r 1395" ;¡* irtl*rp:*t+d b3' tlre ¿\Bu;tS4¡r*&å¡gËÉ$ry1-ÞlgqË* ** wl¡íclt
llish*p D*rær¡ hrlpetT f* d¡*{l ai:e} *ix*{i."¿c." c¡evi*Ès¡"}s t}t;'rt ¡¡{ìbn**tr b¡*.tu* *l¡ti*r*f¡r* iË lh{å

eli¡r¿c¡r*tc be inellc}cd" lSirÏlep l-.)*r¡rn nl"'çr io¿li¿¡rt'c¿l tlrnt *i*riunl r¡t¡*us îc ifi¡t ¡+'*"'Ib*tr{}é hy ¡:r:*d
i¡Ìq¡¡ ,]*r }ry f lre slt'*{:.{l*{:ì'iT ìTtsf{ìr{rtÈfiiir* ¿lf'ls¡w 1}iil-: .r:Ít{'.år tÍ** $Jl:¡íËlìl ¡lia{ü. i{'{t Fcr*oiJ 1\¡¡¡$ &

cl':ri¡: l¡;r{lcr the fio-B*ll*ctic;i:le t)ot'l'"*, {:c r}or* nr¡{ {¡r*t ihrl sfirtux sinr¡llf brr;*ux* *n¿l*r ll¡r
shi r'{:til *ode ¡r lnan ¿lu¡:"* rhSi tr}**ìirtrË * e}ç¡iç ¡'¡¡til hc i* *:rcloiRcd îo tfic tli¡rue¡n;{.*,

tl¡,;" ':l cf 4a¡

¿þ
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'l'h* []¡"rxn*{oI luxlrli llrer }'oll*wìlrg ¡'e$¡rrriiur'. this *rllügrrtinn, r+,1tich thts Tril¡ulr¿l.,itrdgc,- tu
b* a¡¡ aç¿r:¡'¡rl* ðtsss$n:i:nt *f ìjts cr'üdi[tii] of I¡n<i¡h.' guill ol'lhr: r¡;¡¿r'{?trt'"ltibrrr'ral
exaerpt* *t l*ngth):

f ix lçl;iy ;Tlrt¡ut ¡ir)¡l:e o{'lhe r}*t¿rils r¡f ¡Jate :rird frhygi¿â;
locali*rr, bu¿ he !s vrry ele¡r in his rxl:l¡ll*{:liol: ¡rF l}tr: irrliricttl,
itselll '*$afhi:1" g"¡t i¡{ð *lc sar*c b*rì r¡ iih m¡:. Tf u'as .iugl t$t rrç* sf'
uc. 'lïete rvnr jusl Èlrs ¡¡¡le bell. -.lï;a:f*r q'xsl tl¡kr:d florÞ the p*si*l

rIowr¡, " " . { rr,ã¡¡ l*yhrg rlcxt Ii} hiti:. lic 1unærl *:r his si;l.*, **d
skur:rl in n *rptolriltË lyp* li¡shiett rvilh n¡c bchild hi¡r. I'It tnolc my
har:d* ¡:lnceci il ¡n hi* l¡,ãris ¡tlrd ;rx i{ gnt èfe{;f, lììs h¿r:rJ rvlrl sn 1Õp

uf rnSn haacl jrr;l * a*¡Nrl)¿tirg lfuncticrr rtltil th* årf $'*s +{in:p!41*-"'

i.L:ËäâJjLiiËl' rJdit¡¡e¡iç "$'o ¡xrges 5 
'î" 

?f-:l j

t.$alrl lllst.¿f,.er.fh¡. {:vs}rt \\'¡1.1 rn"cr, Jl;: wíis nÞt parlicr.rlatly

boihsred by wlxt lr*d lrappened n¡:d ll*rt, äl fht tr¡r.le" hc díd ir¡rt

fceÌ itr' !*td ]:ce¡r i¡la]¡S'l¡r¡l¡¡"ia{u bfir;:i.içfi råtllef, n'fi'orfi {þå{ Tþ¡ls
lbrtvardn {hi:l css*atiaf}y entt*d the ;cl*risnËhì¡1 I h.d rvit* fntllrr
!,farvi¡r, ¡rnd tre's tlre ruw I'kal enctre¡l th¿ l"e]ati*¡*l'rip, rçl¡ích ll,as
pr*bably lbe rnosl rl*'.'¿ls:iiiirrË, pnrt rtl'all thri cççrlrled rvitll him
r,vas llra faof tb*f, f*r r,¡hrtevcr' ¡nirsûn: i rrru* lleing dis*ard*d by
hi¡¡r n¡r¿i nn trrurgrr *ansírlele¡i a Ji'i*¡r¿i. **e *n N*lrgcr' {or¡l¿ nrs {o
*ncxie* or Írily of those úirrgs. ll* jxsl }daxryt ülnth tþt*lt l:n* åü{"
&rtAlfriaï. !4ril¡e.çs "(-i" ¡xrgc$ 5 e l3J. 

- 

süTrrûnrJ$ that he
never suff{}tÈrl fi-om "repr**seri me$ü}l'y"' Èntrc*ndng Fnlher
{*dgþt*n n *clicns, }ut t**t it r,vnx lrof uufil l:* r:¡:d¿rrve¡1t thorapy
th, *lal ltr: tarr$ T# Í¡fÌt¡"e¿iålð the [o;r¿-tenn
lmpret ruhieh th* **¡qu;rl *bt** h*d t¡u Tti*1" LfË*ÈlT$d. '?ditr:as*

'"{i", pelgc lli

lrr ¡ìJs îesirlltony, 

-rcrcrrc(t 

to l'írttìcf t{-}'tJfitrtôîl's "oor}stånt

lrrrggirrg *nr1i*i.tsí$gn" itrb&ðI-lïêj" Wllr¡ess "t", prtg*s It & 2Õ'|

bi¡l *it*J nr rrhùr açtï*rTr* t¡¡l¡ieh k*,rvmrkJ d¿xaiibe r¡g ""gluün"1i$g''
cr selmliy ir:*ppr*¡*i*te hchrrvi*r, a¡rrl 1le ir rlleq*ivtlc;rl irr hi¡¡

í$isl*¡t** l.i¡rrr thi¡ ô#Êt¡rïctlËs t¡¡its ir *$Þ:r^

tvlt¡Irrlwçvur' t{:sl i thr$ *
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l';rgt ã? oi1",1f)

26

,4txli\{05t329



I

3

4
5

&
''
t
çj

1û

'ILI

IJ
I "1'

't3
1#
t7
1'{

J}
,J*

it
1-

24
25
¿tr

t:
?ll
tfl
3û
3J
J¿

t3
34
J.l
$6
3?
Jö
3t:
4*
¿11

$/*

43
4,.t

45

erlrl*llishirrg rlr *1:*r1]' tlnur"lsrir:i*p lti* st*ry, rìrrr i$ flrete arty
intliçtli** ¡frai he J:*rlr<¡¡'* * lin¡l+t*iç hÕãtili¡,v lrlu'irrrl silhe.¡- f:rtlicl'
lfuiiglrt*n r.l¡ lhs {'.hl¡r*i¡ lP-.Ër:;l'} 

'l'iiaà 1}#åll¡:,çl* "{}", $¿¡g*s¡TI-¡*2J"

It is r¡¡lfhri.unìt{.s tiçil lt¡ùc}irjx[ *itçt:¡:l$1¡ttrr:q:* p:.*v*tr{*d
ñarn r4:pci*r'ir:g. iri pcr"*Õt: fo ¡frrc hi* t*xtirrlorry i¡t*r¡*rçr'.h **
oh*ertiïig his '"h*tly lltnptit-g.e" t*igltt {t*v1' bcc* }rslpib} t¡: llrc
*crnl"u¡rã *f tlxc "l'ribup¡rl ít: ;.rsle*in1¡ bis ¿r.eSibilíry, $till, i*
rec¿r]åifi¡1 tirr:. {.*rr* ;ltld c,:tli¿:rrr oå lris t*lqtlrr¡¡1i{: l'*sp*r3,,{*s {# tl*,
iutlg** dlx.rêsfi{lls and in r"earling the lrarisr:rip{ r:f tllrt* ti:r*:ìi{lu, I
ç¡lutot ¡Jr:trceJ *vcn thÈ $3i#lifeåt Lr*sis l'¡¡ r:h:rlll:ngi:rg lris irr,:gril.y
;:r ¿'i'*qljfrìiit3'.

lï*r hix {h{il åtfI

ÊÈ;i:il,ï¡{}}} $1*ly

Itrrv* rtay*d rrvenrãgh{ wilir llilli; but ltc if eu*h a
vi*ii hüd hn¡:pencrl, it ',vr¡rlld ï.4ç+:. tsk*u pl**e at llta padsh r**i*ry
*rd tlle boy* *'*rrlll ttrvr :rlay*d i¡t *e* *rf the gtr**l rô$:ü$ ffg*6l'j¡:i¡|, W*ln¡:,;:z "& . I?.*&e"s 5-10J, Fath*r Knigl:tor: vâst¡fly
remnn¡l¡*¡'¿d ft)* lrr¡y¡¿, 1¡l¡Í q,fi* ¿¡t*thl* trr lt¿¡ll lltuch tlc$ii,
rtrnin**inilç thal sonk¡*{. ¡,çilh fìlcsc b*y* h*+l t}*-T3r}r?*{l aarly in fuix
gTrqr n{ T{rr{y Arrgr"rl.* a$çl lnlrx* bsfúrc l¡i* *ltli¡rsli¡:¡r lo the diae*ll*tc
1fçgd.-I,rT,iti" lVitnes*r ooÅ"0 pägr^r *-* e ,71, î1* *d*¡ri{ted thet il
'tluer* "1:âll *{' my fir¡*lfr:'u {* hug p**¡lle, Frôçidèd tk*y *re
ec;lrbrt*lxle rvith "q:t*h g*:sturÕ* f,lÌp.ælåi6l lVitnc*+ "Â", pages

l?-t*1.

Tflrilo åln{hçr Knight*rn*ri pöorr rco*ll*çti*n q¡Í ¡letxiå* i*
*súr:¡:stârrd$bl*, givurr trhat {lli. $ç*$LT irr q*e*li** trxn*pirc<* ;::*r*
lJta* tbi:'*y yeår#ï åÌI{r, tlre "l-¡i{:r¡nal #L¡s$ lmr*a ff***s.s f$
doctur:*ntt+ry sru,iclc¡l*c wlriçh ear¡ld f* lrcl* ¿* *û$*littlte * iese*1"

ndmissi*lr lxt lT*lhc'r KnigJrtou's p*rl tfurt "ç*i*e wenrr*r *f
ü**appr:oprlx{r; {:uJ:¡:vir:r invo lri ng t hsel, i*ld**tf, &r**re<}.
llrç adr*ispl{}}r ulns rctrrrr:rl*{ hy I}n lSallier,* I{*Ì¡fue f}il*clrr *f
l'ïùj** Ti*njatnln ^" tk* *iïies cæ*¡rrf try d:* Âr*lxli*ee** *f
fr4ilwluk** in ïSl{$ tt: s*:sp.on* t,* iû+i*jsr:is ollsENu*l alrr*;* *' ilr *
lnf {:ãt-ry d;rl*rl Â1:r"i1 I ì, }-{J{}ä., nn*J eútill*rl: **A*ld*rx{t¡:rt io åh*

n*fe d'¡¡¡llt l"'¿rurr:¿' L&Erv X.nip,hinn.n' Th* *ufn r4¿ì€l$ itl ¡tåìirt:

"lltlril4¡, Ìlti¡r *¿.rrlverxi{i*tr flrr it*s*¡fue¡n¡¡ *nll finl* Ë*tlt** I{nigÉX*r;
t<l llr^ f{ninknl l;a*il*r }l*¡r, ad*:ílicrl tl¡*t lr* ltael 'yn*dg a rniri¡rke'
in tl* îll*j*l*ri rrnirh ffi, fi*l be i*si*t*r{ tår¿rt #ri*
fxr*irie¡:i r]{:r:lr¡t'L{'.1 :in trl}î1. yrt*r':* birr læi:rg *rtl*.i.lic¡{ s. ¡}cita;{,}Eto

nmd tfu,l* hiç trlr:fu*vi¡rr r{n¿s *¡rr ¿üîrefr'i: {¡".i* {.#l¡ffi*¡g-Siç, pafå,:

344J.
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Not orrly rlirJ hc rnLrkc fh.is; ¡;1¡1ç¡1¡.r::Ììl ,., I bttt hc was c1trir.tr.,la[:our it lry lVf -

i ìc,5'¿ ¡'

Wlii:n I trskcd ìr¡. iQri¡rlr(orr if thc ullegatior:, rvas lrue, lre sltrterJ,

'' I ltcrc rr;¡ls iltil)'rll:'ollt'iate beh¡vior". Wltelt t¡rtcslioncrl frll LllcL þ't'.

l(nighton rcs¡rorrdccl. "No comtÌ)cnl". tl.nd [old rnc ih¿rl ltc h¿rti

nollrir:¡¡ r lso Lrl (ir), ,rl)()ul il. lit'. l(riglrkrrr aclurowlcdgcd thaI thc

irrap¡:roplialc l>cìtavjor' çr'i,s witlt 

- 

I a.skcrl Ir. ìírigtrtotr il'
il.tc' jrl¡jlpr(rpli¡le bulr;.i.zi<)r' \y?ìs of a s¿xual ììí)f rìte. llc ngairr toltl
r¡u UraL hu hricl no(lìing rnolc fû sa)' Írborrt it {'[Úl]UISI*lji.-lç'
"Co¡¡fidt:ntì¿rI Sc,xuaI Ahrlsc I'rvcrstigatíorr", pages .55-5óJ.

'['þe Corrrt clocs lìot find colrviucírr1.r f he ,¿\tlvocatc'.s atterì]pt lo clrange the nreanttg, of tliis
lcnrark ol'the reu:s by staf ing the folkrwing:

,r\ccording fo clioccsarl rtotcs, FLrtìrcr lftriglrton rvas :i:¡.irl lo ]tavc
"macle ¿t rni.stake" ¡ìrour lhc inciderrt in latet' colttacl wi(h Lhc

i¡rchdiocc.se-'[ìlis misi¡tcrpl'efaliou Lry dittccsatt ol]icials .stcns
frorrr {lrc lircl Ll¡a[ ìia(hcl Krrigltton ortly indicatcd tllat {tc w¿ls a[

Hoì1, Anlrcls Church in 11972 and 1973. Thc "rnislal<e" t^¡¿1"- aboul
the ycirrs þci:rg díscr"r.ssed. 'iïc allegctl inciclstri corrld rrot havc
takeirplaccítriviltt.-¡|975-76r'vhenffiwas|5yeat's<rl<l
siuce Fafìrer l(nig)rton r¡'ôs not nf Iioly Ângcls al the f ime. He also

adrnittcd lcrtowiltg I, but derrietl arrytlring occut'i'etl ald
lefiJsed to rJir;Lrs:i tlìc uratter with any dioce.sa.n ollicial <ìtre 1o

concerns about his righis wìrich up to (lìat poinl he felt hacl lrcql
ûar np) ecl f ,Ad vucrrtc'.s )} ri c.f].

l'lris rlirecrly colttrilrlicts tbc tcsriurorry,.,rl irr hcl'exuìl¿rrge u,ith i,.,agt

a, A¡rd irr fire sccond t"hirrg rviih 

-, 

t takc it hc
rvas iu.çL a.s vocal at clerrying sttrlP

Wcf f, no, ns.l srrírl, itìril otìe he --- úlc flrgutlìrilr, tt'as aL¡out

¡h<; da{e i¿ r¡ccLlrrccl. I-l¡ w¿su't clenying il. j'ie r,va.s saying
it ocsulled l'e'frcre I rvrn <udaíucd ßþla,l-J¡ial, Wirncss ".1",
p::i¡os lfi- i 71,

In arklifi*n, ons of ttrc f¡'i¿¡lds r:f'Îhc rc¿¡s --'prirrcipnl riJ'Pius XI High Sohool ¡rt (he li¡rrc
thc;r.ccusaÍi¿rns a¡¡airrsl lh¡: res"r b¡:r:i¡rn¡: prtblic -- \ry¡ls tt¡[d at thal tillìû tllal tlrE lcgs ädn]illecl to
rlrí,s alleglrtir:n, aithorigir lrc tlid rroi knorv tlrrt. tlli.s .¡rartieular alfcgation ca¡'re l'romil '-t.his

J'riend states ihe follorving in ::fi. sxcllarrgc witlr Jrdgel concerning, the fuol that the rur.rrr \\it:i
¿lrglj/ lrifh llim lirr lrsl publjcly dcírt;rlil¡¡ Jrinr r.r,he¡: tLr: alicgations be$:ltlre publiul5, icllnrvll:

Vote ',velc tolrj ftrat the Dioce.se lrad lr.vo situaiious, t)nc ol'
r.vhich hr ¡lclnriltecl but il rvas bcycnet úlr,: si¡,l.rre of'
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li*ritatit**, and tl:{: s{lisr {ulr: l* s¡r¡d didn't laapp**, r*lrl
ll-¡¿l }Tas ¡]2:i*6 t* {-ria$, rl.nd I wirx, 1þ*râloreo gir'** {h*
í*frr*'r"¡¿rtitlr ¡last l¡c ac{mil{¿rl {?å* ßf the *ll*gruirinfi, ffrrl
*r¡r¡ {iæ r}*eâaiÕn rvçs hoø'**lriil } ¿lcl.bnd him* an¡l it't like
] *a**r &.i'¡¿nsl Nri*r. N+:lv T'v¡: ¡:ri?*r Treold rixrt lrrrxghl. *p
*g*rin $inec, s* I don'{ k}i+rr ¡ffãåf,'s lr:uc,Õf fr$r

{}. IJmt M;rr"¡ *d*¡ittrsl it?

Á. ]'Lat's rvhal ï rr'åã ftìkt *y :m r1*klitic+**l: r"*ptuieularirg
bach lhe¡rlf*¡:&ljþånÍ, !Vit**s:; "trd"" pa6* 3S].

Ms:'**v{:r} }f t}Ð ir}tfi}ye1âtio:l r:å tLr Ârlv{rl>ål* s¡¡lic vali¡l, ¡*** *æ 'riii:1:l:;¡l r¡q*¡ld
sxilc*t lþat 1ï::e r'e#¡ lr'*u¡rl ha'çs *k*t tl* *ee*rd straigh{'o **br;:rr Jts tti* {*t*t inl+¡vi*.v¡c¡l by M:.
S*y*r. Tnsiea$* Ih* a¡:{rrrc *f hå* ¡'ssn*¡lx* *l¡r¡loe i*di*,r¡¡*s {lra{ }lg a*k**wi*dg*s rvrungd*ing hul
d*s* *¡:{ $rn$i io *pc*ify thr: ¡:atu¡'* ol"l¡ir réæietals:'* {*&iþr&gl,åTj$ ¡:nge* $5*$ðJ.

ln rui*w *f ¡¡ìl ryl, thø âboçc, t*c Judg** ¡:**r*r:r,r¡*i*{': tbe fr¡:ær¡l*, tlr*r f stnlei rep**
*r"* rrs¡låble. b{o$cv*1 lhey;lr"e {ürlÊiÉ{*r* *vith tt¡r:se *l tl¡s $ther âccì}ñêri 

- 
*h* te$¡*{:d

$ lirq {or¡rt al¡r¡ut 1l¡.* ¡tt*¡*lttç *Ss*wudl al tlte r*xs" }l¡turi{Xr*tauding tha hi*t* +f lllr å<{v**iltc l*
Ilrc c*rrl*ur'3r, tla*re is abs*l*fely Tår-l ***d*TreÊ r¡f sulh¡si{:É} bg{rçseri {1r* lwc gëã{lra3ã*n. {1 is cl*a:'
{* l?:* Ju'lg*å thñt tf?ð *y**l frnc{fì?ïfigl ta*k pla:æ *n* it *ort*ialy frl* iretæ tlre *at*gory ol
xr *lê¡¡+¿ agaí*xt thc liiËttrì flirr¡*¡;¡¡x{¡:rç:¡t *f {** l}**a!*ç+t*

!t'ith respcct t* l¡r* *c4r¡nd ail*gxrti**, thi¡¡ åe ¿h* t**s{ ;:r*bf*nr*1i* r¡f tl* til¡'** l¡*c¿r¡** ¡:f
;.signifìennr arrd rvíllir:rg iaçdvã,¡¡rsnÍ ån lhis F:çÉeã6 æ* r¡nu *legr*c auri í::t*.nrity ¡h¡¡t Jr*
brå*æ * hir tc*tilnarry. lt car: hc noted tl:a¿ br:lb ¡*c FråËTrû{*r åüd th$ Åévrwsté l*rori, i* rr

r¡*¡e¡i:e{*lci*ri¡¡,s{a*eeã,{*1ãr*pa*sihi}ityffu*ritäriçuadsr,sl*adtå¿arli¿:r*çf,lb*v*a,r" rl.lf
¿¡f this s¿:á ã si,r*e fig L:*r*r:tlu"y iå*n**o {r*!}r ptry*ieal and sn<¡li*aa1, xith ¡llirr+rs åhåt åsËrìT

ct:nÊiåt&tf lhr*{¡gfu$ut åhr ¡*ir¡i*¡eri*l líf* *f tl¡e ¡'¿¡¿.r. \ithitt i* in q**li*x is whe{fier lhrr.+ ¿r'*s

*ul'{i*icl:f pro*fs t* i¡¡rlica{* fh;¡t wftaÌ migât otherwisc iie irur¡¡propl'i*t* ¿¡ad ir¡ãaatur* *r n:*r'ely
'rwïgg#j¡g anrl h+rs*play"' çar¡ hs *fu:v*{ed t* {hc ps¡r:{ l¡f hsh:g * d*!Íat, tJut ås 1* *á} a vi*¡bllj*¡¡¡
¿rf ffu* siãrå tÕmãì¿rr:{fu}Trrfi: *{ tlt* *e**lngu* r¡¡ìtl¡ a rni¡¡#r. **ti¡ *l¡s i}t'¡¡¡¡r*tsr allrl {åe ådys*¡*c
*i** qttestítxr* ¿l¡rui tbs i¡irllirç *f f:c l*s*r¡rt:*y *r.d tåre *¡sr:rül *rediirålþ *:lJ i* rLic c¡s¡:,
rç.hich {h* fiib***t will n*rç a<ldr.*.es.

tþ* *lir**í.*n l* cvtrrr*x lti*r arxl wltr*l bcg.rrt
{:{}rir}seli¡¡å *rr a we*leiy b*ai* i¡: i{sve¡nlwr a clxim f*r *erîi{:*,ç hrçr1ly
tl,srj¡s l¡¡t*r p¡hicl¡ i¡ruiads* arl

fClra¡rccrrr File^ r¡auer 3f|l-3ü?1 'l"l¡e

j*rlges sf tT*:; Ilri#s{,Ë$ fr {rc diia*r¡c¡*¡i* crít*ri* rf

-- 

¿¡l¡cn lå*ir ¡irru*ist¿:¡l Jb*Í$r*c li.rl¡¡ç {}reír rv¡¡rk wil}t ïrtirlSíåy *Í:rcs
l'l*tvirrg Tle*$ p¡'rs.,'*ll:¿tr ¡¡¡¡<]

$äcTcrxå¡lÐ*ii ¡: g * *tr* Lk* hl*evi*r
;¡le-rlnåe* iålry ðå'T}r+: nll"**¡¿d till,*L1r ,r;t1ç** <lf sexuxï gb*se

r+latir:r:tsi:i¡r ¡xi.rh lli* ,q{xå¡ n¡rå* uuå{**¡:¡," æ-r*r pr!*r to lhr;
t*.*¿i*î¡:¿å lhæt Jli*

lÏ-zá3-ri¿t

**i:.*L.5 ,-:i'i*

k*

e:!þ**X*51ã3i



I
?

1
-4

a
J

Ài

tj

lfl
II
l'?

l3
l1
¡'i

t5
l{2

t7
l*
l*
?ü
2i

12

11

:s

?,fr

2p
1û
"r¡
a4.)a

3.1
1{

3'&

??'

3,&

lå
4{}
4ï
.ú¿\

4:I
iti,.

45
4&

h*h¡visr *nd pr:rce¡*i{}l}J }t}}ri!}.

l'!sm*lE:t rl:1*t{ir5''!s rvl*th¿'r f lrir

¡;rr itq nnturç¡"r*e*l *çtzt<líri*lr{*} ttnct bx*l * pritti:tty
ibJ*tå¡;t¡,f*T
¡let*vtnitra¡*l *f 

-

-I'r':*rr.rr:l"i¿rl r Vr'* ï ïT:"t* ï 3, 4 14 -383 )" il i.t ¡:l;rr rs

følì¡r*: l"trthcl lL*i*ht*:* c¡rtE:¡'crï hit lif*.- f¡¡ y,z*w tt{ tlr,:; t}le
¡jigr*rJsr ú\ay hntt ilt¡xtr;{erl th* r¡a.'rr.t:'r: *fil lesli*r¡r¡¡},.

f¡r flrix rcgarri t{re {.'*rtrf tt¿1tr,s lltiLt ¡lr, t-f¡* ixafdfity tc dis**ru rigf:t fi**,¡ rvr*rrg *r
M¡:rccvr-v, thc¿ I rrf I I f:'*::Ì frelit:sl,,1t'{: ltû*. r:\zaraüeri$í ct ç.1^

lblln*illg i:lt;tractr:ri:iir:1. bite. r1&1 itlr:llngisXenr ¡nillr lhtrse rvl:ir.l;tt* *:.xua}ly..hr¡.icrf axd *l¡e¡l

¿l¡¡cnei*¡tci}. }hcï ¿l ç{, ilå:{.:rxr}¡ll rfutl-gfua'!,tha Âeft¡si{:rt{e ¿:å'¿}:* rttlt$ !iry, í:l ;i¡} nt{empt fø

w*u..'*;"oi*;a'*dil*lity;':tr¿a[aft¡:*IrIeda..rrdpr'*blcrrtatiiycrrtlr,'|Âclvt::'*e,l
t*ri u.* j -' l'tæ I liih4- I V 

- 

:rote* tå¡e firllcui ng t1i*gt s* n*ie *3* ria:

The *i i*¡'r**ti* erirerjn ferr *ffi rrre;

{ir..rt*u*ly, if lyí err tig] i¡rirbtláy t* tttxrcrlt ri¡$ií {}**r tsf#¡I$*r {ru[h fi'¿-rnr fi¡1li*.r¡" tr:*r¿

cíx¡¿ra:a*l-st iit-': x{ tl :* tl'¡* J,'*le¡::e {*:*ny*r ¡:f tìlc r*at î* lht:

*eç¡rh¡r a*rtrt **,li*¡t,*nryll!d úr,fr*ir*ty h*'¡+ ¡aE*åioned, &* rvlr:;.¡¿ l1e alürr:&¡*i lh¿l r:¡stl?bility {r¿"

- 

ll*wr.¡¡*r, w:hrhc; in hi.t *1":*rníllg a+nx;t:. {,Çit;vi,*.'Lrii*l iï{cx;xìrrgerf "å+r*t}51}},2ffi,
{,',Ëí",..!,Jrr*r*tt}reÊi:nrei.tr*1:i¡:ÍlfliislJc{i*:**'[,;tr,..7t'.¿trr.{li¡å¡."g¡¡,g:çtesli&']u-.

?a;19.:2u rll,\t!i

3*

å,tlli14*5t732
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¿i*** l¡ç ¡r,t¡:r'¡:ir¡lr rlr*rlp*rT *lrality ¿fir-¿¡l'ri*¡ nïli!* híH ine;r¡r*hl*: *f tctiirq lb* x'rxh fSivi{
$¡i*1" àÆin'*ixg *f Áu3rml 2"1" ?.ltf\'1, p4lux Eû".Täí3; ;tliø'nr:ei* r:i':Iugx*t ZI ,2t)*3* ¡**¡1es ? I-73-;
¡1 f ì*n ro** *f :lx.*1rst 22, Xt"ttlfr ,Fs{å{* ¡ t}f}* t, Í."1.

"ï'h* Årlv*¿¡l{r: of î}w r**.r ¿ukï tfu* Ilr***r}er' *f Jrtsltr:* q*rq,tiÐfi ilX srcliil}rlity
hc*¡¿u*c r:fl i¡rç.r:*sì¡¡f *'rry i{Ì $s}r?x{, ¿let+*lr *lfi¡$ ¡¡cc**¡:t et'tdrçtf fiaplr:rrcd. "t1r* Ådv**¡lt* rc*}¡!í:

Tx llzr¡ t:txc *l irlrnd' iT i" r:{eér ltT*l f hê f*slintrrny r}f ' thr} ;1riÌ11.1*.Is is
no¡ rcli¡*þfc. '1"*l*l',s îs *;¡rll'u*itr:r il: th* t¿:nt*r:{ rrf ;hu t*rtir¡l**y.
lH¡*fhclr ilte t***i*r*rty *tf riw r$i{t$ssc* þ:l.r; }*"''* i;y}il'rtpl*rl l}y
¡l'¡srlr*¡rfi** xh*pa*i. þy ï:**å ev**t i*{*¡n:*tio*¡ *r wh**t*¡: tFi+

tw¡;ff$T{y lt*r* Iree& tr*r:$qx*ri by ec}l.uxic* a*r* ***r*p,í*xr;:. tha:

tts'åi*r**ry *ferrþ *s ff]t rclÍåT" lr; | Ádv**tle-tx f 3ri*fJ

Tfue Frfi$$ler: ¿¡f "Ïur:tic* r¡v*"*ti*** åh* vrt**þeåf s,*¿l*ng;

\.å*{ *n!y t*rrc* the. tû*Tir}}s}ìy r.T}:1i:ilr tn h* Ig*ccl rvith çç*lsliÏii:**r:s.
it *ìs,.: *lp¡:xr::* i$ s{}txe x**¡xr{e f* r*nd*rç* e¡rlheliislx;:r*ll¿ rç}th T"h*

p;rs¡i*{Í* *rt'lin:+" Wãli'T* it rxru,kJ he argr*ed tkrt thi* r"ct}uch ¿t*

*rncrgin$ çl¡rrillçn{iq¡n r¡f ¿l*kil ** r vi*ti:x-r¡¿j*R¡"* ¡*uruhs the
d*ç*fux ¡:f lìis ¡u*¡¡r*il1'r f $*:ípt*t tl¡at i{ c*¡rlc, lr* lffir*nlitis,*tì xitlr
jxst ** v*x*it v,xì:Idi{y t}rxl \t¡* *Tt} *iurpþ r,,rifirr*ssi*g ir
r1*r**ss{r*fì**r r:i" t}rc arTa6* *'pl';t*Tíc* n*k** psr{.s#t" rs *gp}i*r* *r
tk* fã$k rf'*:nfXi*¡¡ änç"ir lr$tirï$riy 'hr *:r'der trl !'rH{. f,*:'rç¿l*'* t}*
l***r c*xvixcirt6 år.fürTrTTnìït f fi'nrn*t*r's Sriefl

hlt***vnr, thu kcy d*i*ilx 1l:!üå *u1rJ *rt {h* st:t}sî¡în** *lf'l i:****a{,i*n t:f x*xl*¡rl
tt*iä$å)rtdgüå. ¡rg¡'i*i**t #lr:, ¡{rr,t åTs t}¡c xnnt* in *ll *:l his {çg$r¡ffri, ITr* Çç¡* d*c* n*l ârûep tfr$
tl¡eo¡3 *f tÍ** Iircn**,úcr *f Justi¡)* lllnt t{re **:'r¡::#ictir:;rs :rc**it fi'r¿*t "*r*ttrir;}g *r}s}$ fe*Éíxr*ny irr
ürdçr' to *rrt {r¡.rçv¿rrd.ltl* r*er*j e**vin*i¡¡g *¡gutçø:f', *ine¡: {lrrt* rs$Ðlel nrr:¡rn that tlp fnq*iurnl¡rr
glu*..,t,yffi¡rdr¡:?*r¡a}T"r'i¡*rimkf**t{xnåtg¿rdi*r*lg**]*{.f:}r}tg*}:ç}x¡*tht}}e*hisr'fls{}.
'Þ'#*r d*es Êk* f¿t*t rre{å}t *}* xrgxrr*,nnflc $f {l¡* Ådv**Í$e *,Trxtff*'eä{irnu:ty *ftas l**xr
*r.l*:'upt*d by me.nm*-í** nhn¡:*d hy ¡:*xr *v*¡rt ittjhlrru¡li*:t" c¡:: "ïtns îr*et *:rrruF&:* hy c*åê**i*n
rual*nt,:rrpita*y".'lrtrÊ**cl*¡.lt*#nrtçhxI{{åv{:tllår*tffrexp*r{c***dînht*tt*þ*lpxT:**y
rsx$:¡T ;¡rti**$ Ì:l the Ítu¡; L,,t&L bc*¡¡r*le r1l* **teri¡¡ f**l **clcrxt***lir*gthe *extgl n*fufs nf pa*
iìcri*.t:i¡ by th* rerl* tkal *'*r¡: ¡rçf ¡*lecir*r* då. s{r*h ¡lt t}*¡ *m* trrlrc*r fhey $*çürrfd.

h4qra'**v*¿* tl.rc. Å.$sießárct $)istrÌct Ått*rwu3", 'tTffi,n []r*rr:i**1fui": 
"]Ifàttrl* 

$ts*s$ f¿] tl+e "fr:4';

tl *¡s* h*e* t+ry enx*irlt*tt, Fl#* b**.t"t v*ry esr*i*r**t *¿
xh:r¡ Ì}apj:*ned *¡ l**l. ã{s'* þ*'çrt v*r¡r rtlrt*isfent çvl¡r.r h* to}*
l,)ct*srË** IT,ð,)Jlå. FS*¡*: ì:**r.r ïrily *r!råÌii$f*nl" Jt* di¿fil"l t*.f I * lir: ¡r¡

?*i* *tepllr;rllxçx s*d..ltix i?*{är*r:. f}* rv*sr:'t t'*ixìy"

Prr¡p ?'/ *l{t}
,1 I

Å.llt*rû$.tls3



I

2

3

4
5

{t
7

ô

*'

t{}
il
t?
¡3
l4
l{
t6
l7
i$
t9
2t
1t
1ï
é,$

2-4

25
26
\',
?$
2q
X}
3f
32
33
.14

3$
J$
7

-1S

3$
ó.4

r-t- I

4?
lr"i

4¡l
4\
4*

{:ir'{wwm

I lc s,riel. I did*'t {*lT the Çtrrlr}geliìr*. lle *i¡**r't, Tlr w¿rsr'{ i"Ât}y"
T k: ju*r k¡Ìd 

"y*¿r 
Tll* {rrttir. ITr:'¡ hiçl r:t-rf ,hi*rg. . . . f tr'* h*rl nþ r1}$åivr

ta li* [{JiyåJrin}, Åf,iclu¡:** Årr¡ç*ti ??, ?f}{}:}, p*ttsl&3-lÉ,¡+}"

'l"hrl'Ì.'rìl:r.:r':;lI cü:r*rrg rti{h ttr,is Irr'{ívï*H¡Jy qu$tù{t *ssëss}s{¡Jrl âS*in quÕt€d irnrncdialcly
almvc, Th*.l"ril*rml llrtlrs l1{rt{.}s thrtl liærç is url fllartni¿ll ¡*çliv¡*fkrn l*rf tc rtrirkc such arr
í**c*rnliern, *i*r* he h¡t l¡of ¡+-sk*d Tlr* ÅrçIxliu:e¡* riÌ-Miltlault¿t ibr'**ty fu$ïrnr årnds b'r* *:lþ
fur ju*tir:*" Thc fbllnrví¡l¡4 excl:x*ge rvitT: J *rtlrçr a¡rcl th* *sEcr;iale judgr*, ths ?Icveren{l

m.,conlïmslhi,t;

A H;r!ì {lmrc b$cîr} i1 J*w-slriÌ *gninst fhe s}irl¡;r'se ¡rt aTl?

A : h¡rç rr¡rde p *cttleå*rll with the dia*:* *"

Ç l.l¿lr tlmrs't nalhiuf¡ {rt)çu r}r *u{*mndin6 nt {his ynil;r|" fr*m
y{r1 rr pr.1'$ilrõt ivo.

^ 
Nrr.

Irr his furtefl,isw r¡;itlr rhi* tïblru¿],:$rs* l"älårJfl*l, lucid srul wns ahl* t* ttlgic*lIy
lirnr¡ iri* th*ugfilx. TJrcrc wa* u* cïid*Ttür l¡¡hcn l$ å$psfls*d ËeË,cçrr¿Ily h{r{kïc fhit Triha¡lal, at
rlre #ivil Trlst of tlt*s"t:u*, *r in *ny r:ïk¡sr c*r:rt*xt th*tf is* ¿Ì*lt*iixrnï ¡:*m*rr *u*ì:I* tt¡
di***;n tr:uth fi'*rn ïicr çr fxc* fr*u l?c*i*r:.

By c*nln:*t, Ihe #tr*rt ñ¡:u1* llurf Nlt*" s'aus tlaÍt*i**ly li*s *i¡¿rui leey r:fotcitx in *r*ie¡ to
sþ¡*ulvç l¡irnself *f ary bl;irx*. Hc als* clairyr {h*$s ir ar.ri]lt¡rity *lid n*t *c*peet hixrfglr{s, \Vl*rr
r1u*stir:*cd l4r bi* Ð*,f*ltrc T*awyer is Tris #,içij 'frl;ll l:scr*crrrì*6 wlt*ther llç kis**tlJ*rr ttr*
|içtg, ¡fu6 vs r,* r"*pTi*d nn*t1uiv***ily:

Í dçrn'f ìei.s* p*r:Bl* cn ths lips. f n*v*r"ki*ssj l*nfhe |ip*,
{Ëigijjåjß}, Tu!.*r tztrsg ;\ u gu*l 22, 2Q*3 r FUS* I d'3 } "

lIowcvcl,||fhthol'dirc$llywit'lcssMge*ri¡r*lofotlowing,
€.Ì{t,,ìu"l1ßc*,.,,.n*ffilqJl¡{l¡*'f,¡llüJ(4vgteî}ßæ

ü ËitÌ y** ühscïv.l ffiry ûr *ri.r huggitrg¡ err kissi*g ilî$ I
***lrls t* dr.sc*ï:e?

,4 Nç¡. t rs*uki ol¡e*rv¡ M*rví* K*igSt*n kis*i*g $,ô*lçr¡ flll
tlre lilr.r âri ¿l Ëir**firr& [ås.]]e¡]-ä:rå[" Wiilri:sx *'Il*'" ¡lr'rge ]]1.

.fh* r*s* $l'¡**,* Ð !',rrkir*r *.Ë bnin6 ta¡w¡triv**a* ai:*¡gt ¿igfqi.ï* whcn it *airs h*s goal, anil
*rii:iv+*ll witl¡ deil:ils wår*r: tlra{ -cr¿itrs {rirr}. *\*r:lfi*r*x**np}e *f {hi,ç ís ths s{Ì{¡Jï¡* *f tlr* ,?trt *
b*ruly lrir¡*lstrt tl*ys eß*t his c:'di¿Ntti*¡n l* 1Tr* Frïcsrhc*d i.¡r rt|:ich lr* p*nris*d abedisnua t*
,4r"*hbi:;iurp üoi*s;*-a *lrd l'ri* srlc**"ç.$ùrs ** {$ rlr'jn{:T,l tlls lruriøh n.vrdg*n**:l gdv*n t* *irn by
Årehbil;år*p Çcr$ins. ïl|t* vws *1*tçâ ¿e th* 'liihurrnl: "l ¿jsrr't ç¡w r**tz*1t*l¡ers I $ai*i, 'hlo, "l*m

il*T srJirlü thc.l^s.' l fhirt,{ l-}r* *.rsigr:l*r*,}L {håt } líxt*lly g*l ft*:rl $t" Årrr}*'$* **t1 th*l'x y¡lt*rc J w**rt
tri"r :1 )re*ï+ sx¿i tå** I u,¿rnr iRft¡ çrJr¡*rrli¿r* *frer tÌøt" itT^g:*l.tkå, trV'i*lrs$'o&o'opgç* ??'r. \trhilr
he ruay n*t f:avn xaiú lk* üxÍ*Ë{ rçtlr{,}ã '.r* .stât{¡'li* th¡: lrr*r¡}* f:t¡ u*ceJ í;.r }r*s ,|cf{gr trf luly 13 , ï}7ß ttt
fu:*hbish*,r f-l*usins;lrs r:|Try in thcit inrplicertirrn i*nd i*t*ru;

*'¿¿a?-ft ç{ 4ll

32

Å rlt)tur{}s 1234
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ìh ;¡n tCI ¡t" Ånn'."1 .:l¡ n {nll-liur* lr*si*:rt Íåix ¡:nirtl r.v**l*l b* rt¡lnir
t* thc pe*¡tir; {rr *J¡*'l.nq*i ånd lu nr,vsr;ì{ nr¡ h*ør1 is n*l Ìh*:c an¿l

r¡¡otrl¿l nuf ll* tJrerc- '.1'r> go r^l:err: by tbrce worrl¿l he <t*n¿ **f rtf
l4lird {}lleili*Rr;.:s ¡rrrd thaf I dnn'{ ìæ}i*çe i*. fClr¡r*r:*ry fi}E" pgg*
fl?j{l

His ¡rre.ffint *f ;l prelÌm{1trruy rlr*c,ing nn Feh*riry 7&" Zr'}{}2 wit} I¡¡'" Tl*Ê¡ã**ì<, a*d Dr.
Biri'l¡ir:x R*irrk* x1¿¡les ihç fcLl"ç1,¡ing i:r i:,i¿ *ì.¡r¡xal crxn¡rl*int a6i:ittsl llr. l,ì*rbara R*inke to th*
De¡::*trn*nt oiRn{*latri*n ;*trl T,k¡r¡ irç url lh* i{tu{e *i"\#i.tcl:*xirt:

Thrcugh*ut lhi* 1:rttclxs, .ìi', Jr:x*pb iJcr*¡l**k i¡*d I3r. Iåarbar¿

l{sinkl nTril'r*d th*ir xpr:*ifi+ rnles ¡n* re*p*nsìbilïti*s. ?t wac
*bçir** 1$ ¡ns thrrt ,liêy l¡$¡h IÌ+ld {*kcr¡ *n t¡ Srêstc}¡fÕr's r'*l*
;rgä{ nst :rr,.," l.ülçsËX"J*lg, paåe 34.51.

TlÐ rN¿rsur¡rl rrr*rlriç¡ rf thc ror¡s ab* rnis€$ ¡at¡l* qrroslicr:. {* d:e *forsm*ntlone{i
tbrrral tnlnplaìrll lJr*. r¡:*¡ 45.{*r{s rlnl, ;r&er irgreeing *l llrir. m*sfug Ì* rïë#1 *ifÊ hÍ* "*rsr¡s*}''"
he i¡n*l sscnnçJ tho*ghl* **** rulsullilg r*ittr tfiç T}ìcc*æn L*wy*l anrJ hå* ovr$ aRðl*sy, i{*
*rrly rva*t nlread with th* m**Ìirrg be,*aul¡* l"\'. Ilt¡nrrcslt ax¡i ïlr. l{*i:¡ke ace*se<l lrirn *f :ryi¡rg t$
.,lridr *¡,r:l*,lhisg" lt|'.&T*tr-lülgÌ pag* 345J. l"* H,t¡¡-¡:arek's l*g **nfrr*i:r thäå11É ¡'sr¡s had r¿c*nd
íhouglr{* bul sr.sle* thnt hs Ê¡id $r. Itcisk* cx¡:laia**l thíri ì'v¡rs m*y * "f*ef-fixdïrrg m*cåing""
I*aterFr.tt*ightcnpbargdtc¿l*|gTtriatffil*ptel;enlatltlis*lcefirrgar:dt1Û$$¡*t*
n* *bi**tì,rns t* Ili* lÇ!g[Èf*r'il* p*g¡: *T?j"

1[hix '-f**t finding" RmeTi*g ir:o}. plnr:* ô¡r Milrclt *, ?tX]?. l]r* Viear *f *leçy's iog
r"r:grttri*g thi* mentirrg $åole* Irrû fulln'a'irrg:

åFFr$Xiì:u{eiy '8$ i* 'Sl rvhen rryas b*ts.selr å3 *¡td 1â
y*ar'* nl*ì.

I'rvr*r
.Virlvn* Âllvnftqts;

il wa¡¡ f**ns*d, f*rrhrighl
a¡rd *p:cifieshsrtl hi"lt aÍlsåôIínn$, ld*r¡¡ h*a <1*ni*d *ll cxccpt rvh*t
h* *l*irrm rvâ$ crJns*flsl*rl lruggirrg a*d kissixg

lÇlprg¿$i]ç, p*tgq ü 12 l.

llr" I{*ink,s!t l*g rrf t}ti* trìt}l* l;,rsnt *1åÍrå:

ttr, J{re fl*waeek,
{*our"i*

*rnri {bruü1. li'i+"sd t+¡ rll*ri I ¡:¡g¿ rt'¡ n:hedx,lçti '*ith Fr.
l!{a:v K*ìgÍarall fbr lh¡: :put¡i{ìse *T'i:**lirmtfil¡ß hîr¡ wítÌr t

Ir¡¿S* 3lÌ çt'4f
âr

¡r,tlfiÞIf}5 t335
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ãçõ¡1gtjL lrf' ût(11*$1il[i{}åì. {,&fxr ¡x*+r*:r{ 1\tí1$ ;
ffi'¡spcìling-/]-who te;n lrxrupl;i.**; r tup:¡nd_Fd¡'åf,rt !y ¡'r.-Eãrl'Jñi ¿hc l<¡ewl well tlvolryl: {trftritr¡. at lh**t¡e{ nf hifJr

xeh*cxl]*" I p¡sscnl*d l¡in'r**lf ii a eurnpclling manx*. l1'.

]Fltlrr¡ c¡:rttintl*ql tc *l+:ny lherr* i,srÞ:ts, +a*líng I a,* s**iá*lr$
ç¡k* w*r¡lri ragrrl*dy lie ¡rnd å¡:{rtr\t ünhe¡ç ßrixeltrr. W?rca l¡r. lvlg¡v
brougfit rtp er.e¡th{rI ;rcknortlet}gt<l sçn* uryo*g<þing a¡l hix
p*rt {-g*rf;$g ceughl dfinhi*g u¡ith fri*ntla p¡lrlicipåriûg i:l lr¡lgl'¡
$rrfisn uxrgê sf' *llb$sir'$ rvur¿i* ix l{al*a*, thr:ugh h¿ d*fiisd
tc.aching therrl rtmuricnl1¡l$g wrrrds). Scvctnl psrsût¡s âÍ{orpltd
rn ¡*sl< jrr'- x¡¡¡¡tr rvbf I rvtlulil ¡uale these aileg*:i*ln,t now if
tirey rvciu not rruc. iiiari sr¡ {?ui¡Juîst r¡l whici'¡ ire cailed
?"r" M*ru a ii¡¡¡'. 'I'he nrccting enrlc¿i wbu¡ it beeams rtr*ar tlist
n*fhi*g mr¡rc *rru{d be accomplisbed l]d,bS¡¡! å¡!9, ¡rag* S*3J.

{&Sål Triåå, Witn**t -'f-', p*g* l*i}.
Þr. Rcilrlç.c s,,t Mar*h

Jç. J*e anr{ I e*r¡lb¡red. Irl*itbcr }i". Jc}* txr } d*ubt th* trt}tir af,

: rÌ{rr,'y. ,r:Ë ¡l¿¡,*s noi lî¡ul lþr" l,{ata a*rcnablc lt tr¿al¡$*nt
and I qru*ti*r'¡ed *4ral íLt r{*lui} tv,*ul¿l þ*. ft¡* arld T dig*ug*cd $s
rtext *te¡'rs thtrt ll* yrcr¡ld mnlru M¡rucc¡l tnll*gher awsr*: of theg¿
nlleg*liø:Lr at* xhs íx fl. ilda¡v'a {,1*r,tttt &u¡sisrlriË{:$, an¿l t?;*l hn
w*u ld disr.r¡cÞ appr*pirrte reslri*ti¡rrrs "rçifir dt* Â,rcTlllirh*p. Ï3*rlh

Fr. Jç* arrd I br:lirv* fr" h4slv *l¡ol:ld ;¡ot liav* årtl ö*Ê-*:Nr-srlê

*ón?a*t wi¡lr ntir¡¡:r*. *tt* lfue p*lårnåäl thnt thi* would nri¡k¿ ¡R*Õt

hi* c*rrent í¡rf*rect irl *b{aiuin¡¡ * prt*í{iotl a* a prir:*i¡r*l lTi'ib¡t¡¡
fjl*q" pägt llüli

.lhe 
re¡i"ç gÍves *.Ìrls äcixxurt nf il¡*l nßedn* i¡r {ris å"ç¡r:r¿tl c***plair;å * dâted Juiy l?"

?tX]4 - agaiirst pr. ll¿¡.lra¡'á Ïleirtke lio: ;lx¡¡rnlcssùurlal conr{rtct tn th* S}*par*æ*tl{ *f *.*gu'*ntiorr
ânr! Licensi¡rg of thc Slate nf Wisct¡¡tsin:

I'r'idoy, March fi, 2üû? tv*s {hc t}*y lhat I mct willr nry a*ctlser. Ât
flrç *n¿l *l tk*t rnr*tirtg, lJr. I i;;¡l:*¡a Jlsirúc arlrrd my ****s*l if T

f¡**l *ver l¿xr*lted hi*: *r lri¡¡l ¡r:* i*trpplapri*nly. I:lix r"::.$ps¡1ss ¡ç
fhat qu**li*u" w;r.r;n 

-'?d*, iu rio rv*y <tid hdnrv 0'¿+r dr :ruythlrrg tila*
th¿lr.un 'ånr* frag*rly f:r:Nl*wing rl*lT nr**iilrg 1r*"s, thåj fity ii*,{31åtre}"

rnnsl h;rr'*: xprik*rr rui{h *nl*r*n* lbl}i.rr;virrg ú:a{ *reoiing, fbr r¡¡bc*
f:c !*tsr ruç{ $¡itlr thr: filstr'í*{ ÂiaÐ:'ncy, llt* jrrf?r¡'rl¿t*lur: Il* gåv* t*
þri:* r:r ltar ir qrritr'¿liff*rcn¿. lit sul¡*fane*, 1r* tltaltg*t{ hr* *lory
ab*rt {luee ilrx*s" fj)tg¡ç1.l:lij*. pr¡¡* 34"ç^34*l"

Fr. l{rdg&i*r} i:ðl}så}{is fhír; r*lh*r urrïqtr* *ttr:rp:et;r{i*u l¡T rvh*å happelted at tirat ntry$gg
givixg tria trxtít+r*ny t* t{r}* "ll:i[:rur*i *x $eptre:r:bar ?l- åS{.}S: 

-*fir 
¡cT*iî*r¡shíp {a ;

wtrrs¡l 1 l¡arJ f¿r n**t *çiflr !':ir¡1, h{: wrs *p**i1i**11y as}r*i rr¡h#her *r **t T cvcr lor¡*i:r"*f l**l

Pag* ?*rf $l)

34
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ol' lr¡arie l¡i¡l¡ i*r¡cJ:¡ rlra itl*¡rrrrrrXlriately, ¡*¿l l:s ü,¡¡ly *ai¡l ¡r¡¡" lllsjl$J.jl¡j*1, lfiå:tss* "4", ¡åtga
fi'l¡, Àt lhc fir¡re rhig *l¡:ta:trrrr¡-rl r*;l¡ rüåd*r ìårc Jrulger ¿Jiti lrr¡l l¡ave lv¿ilai:1s, tù lh*¡?'¡ tl'¡* irtr:rrr'*

l*gs *r 1he ;¡b¿rv¿ ¡11ci:f i{}trd,{l låi{¡:¡: Tqr tltr ïl*¡xr*nlctrx af" R*gril*.*inr m¡à Lie*n*i*g *f rår* $tar* ¡:f
Wi*c*¡¡*il. IJru*, ih¿ {rflth.f,itrlñry.,is çr ihlsiry *f {hi,q *Tiltc,ï1¿}iL sûüJd $ü1 bc cltaflc*getl *l xkrr
tirne.

Tt i..¡ çnr¡eeiv¡lblc tl¡irl rt*el¡ a x{irlenns¡1 mo¡i 1rave beert orttilled by r:re but *og {Ty ihrx'
rfillbr¿¡rt yurtícip*nts i¡; ll.rat *¡rrlr. L*rrrå ,l- ?{k}:. rnectitg. Fbr sot i¡1þ-jlgþgs ol'lh,: Vi*at Erf

t,¡tjry]}¡al}tllJr,l(f'll¡licl|ll(¡{dtl:¡|]f.}ll{:.l)t¡[]¡l:ilJ'gq-lËg]g1¿jl)'.,,ilür¡{l1'¡iltll¡')¡li
xfe¡rrî*th*r, rx.nks lt¿r ,n u,rii*¡ *f ¡llis n,t,rrioSirrn try It lhnt l1* o"¡os rvus i*x+c*tt af a*y
rlelic{ *g*ï**t fh* liixülrprrr}ìtrturtlr}1el)t *f the ï}e*afugne

&vc¡i il f]æ¡'e !tr':Ìs sûttlc ki¡rcl uj-crirr,ç¡ìiråcy ôi) tlr* ¡,rar*l üf lhr slaff,of tlre Arciidioccse *¡l¿l

x**dhiswi1ügsse.c1cco¡r&tatrrlrix*1i*gccg,g,årlclatiån*ftlrcr'g*"'*v¡I¡i¿h¿h*lti:
It¡: slrüd ûl- *vid¡:¡;$f t(i sr¡plÌrrl cerlairrly thc Õuftm* Li¡tl'ycr uf lilç ¡s¡rs 

"¡¡*rììd 
l'Ìav*

r¡rr:¡rTiçrred suË,lì ft p*w*rfi"rl ¡'rie.*u *rx'*v..id*nee rirulng th* eivil lríatr pror:ceditzyS*¡{ llxr1vx{ ?T ??,
St.lfll to stlJqìùi"¡ hi¡¡ cli¿¡1l's ir:¡¡¿rrt¡nçc- lïúw*vcr, iJr*r* js ¡rô ¡'û¿rrreå *f *is a)Irg*ú slell;t*t1:.t#{
äil,llJcf*'::.t*i-itrvy*l'ãel'a**tg{fiui¡laIi.üt:$fÐr.}l¿r1l*rxRrhkr,wh*rrøs1lcs*nlaf
lhals¡feffh8,åti*?¡il¿cfirlgLlliy!l-t't:i¡¡1, Àltçrn14r¡r9t'Åugust?1,29ü3,päíesãf-3lj.Nbrq¡ax
lhi*brærghtu¡.lilr{ltrcl.trssuxir¡r1itlirti.rrro|']bydris$anXjs{.f&ìr*Lrr*y*rryf{Tt*¡*r¡*
tülyiÍ.*ftt*;,,4fl*n¡:olr r:f å*¡¡rr*t ?1,:liü3, ptgt:.t 3ä-'J3J. futasi *l*11it 1#i;.,i lr*f j$rt el"$s
ex{**siveex¡¡n':iauti¡¡lr nËtl*: ¡cr.ç lry lris ou,* þ*k*zs* Luwyt.r lüi$,th**' h,I*railry+* å,$g(&st

?.ä, ?üllJ, pNges 1¡?-t45 ;r¡tl *yiltrl]Ê3" A{Itvt:stn nf Åtgtrxt ç.},,78A3, ¡¡agos 34t1. 'ì.'hc-Loult

*an rr*ty **nlïel*e firâf Ê{¡i$ k ål;"iii eË p:r**r'lhc ¡sri$ la *,*l x*u¡¿ on ilãveracity af I*r
:x: *åter*¡:t t* sr4¡glort his allegatinn fl:al rh+ ,Arc.? ¿li$¡:.¡¡ç ¿lirl ¡tct ra*pe*l tds righ*"

¡krc*l.wr cnpl*l d$rrjl Ìr* rvh*tT¡cr lh* ret¡"r rvðs *,vüt ¡tl*r¡o rvith s ade*r th*t h* itilou*¡fuù *t
"h* ,4rçhlrÍ*h*p #orr*i*'* tl.*.nÈ*r' l* pl*ry hn*i:':{{r*ll *r' g* ,*rvirætxing. ?T*râe*:r:r qa**fi:**d t}:*
lnr*r r:T1 $*ptr:nrlrer å l, åiiüi;

tþ. li* iT:wcs nh"-ay*drrráug tiw iløy *rlår$y{}rrbrsrutlx kids?
*" Yc.r,

ç ili.*l ynx irarr*+ $***,li,e +* f.ïr,* hr¡ÍTclí*¡¡ ot r:íg*tï'¡\ k--ffi*ffiïi-i*ïî*åi,tri*ii,å 
t*#i*"'iäs ar*r'rv*

I lt*,qAll¿i¡* {entírnrtny' *i"tr:l¡i*relit "ll\ ¡¡ag* 4 1 ].

I {*rv*vr;l"n l"rc*r p*r*rultt klr*rvl*dg,* *r:tl dil**t ob$ß}laIklt, *13s Õl {lte :ir**tx*ix{* jur}g*t *-
whn slfsrxå**.lêf, Fr**cis drr ,*rf*,r "tc*rirrary årr nïx yenr* :rrlj***nt t# {lr* fu*itlii*år+p {l***í**
{.I¿l**}i¿ ü*ntc+u *nd }u*vil*g *ge¿l *1t**¡: "sånIrs ilai}t}{ti*s i* qu*stir¡n lanit}r r*g*latily rtrrr*:rg tl*ar
li¡r:* rr#. f*fhinir¡¿ r*1{,}rêt, hixi-*.g *eirk*+l nl th* "fu'ehbisb*¡"¡ #*usin Cr:}oli* Ce,*l*r i''ar th* 3¿**l

*ri,rr* yrwx rvi*t ¡r*s;'*gE 1o fllt*;r.r ":aln{,i lirr:ititic* ''"^ j¡rfi:lrtlted i[¡*$r'øs*rr r:n*l {h* oßgr aç**ei*tr¡
jxrå1p tlr*t si* rrlrå{.*: Ë}rgs ¿t¡r* #ü*ìtåi¡.rr¡ lic p*r:vxtx{[y s'ifntcç*d {,h* ¡sr¡* al*a* rvi{h fi tili1gr6* r¡¡
srírmrs it.t åfrËs* {,i¡c}ljiirx, {l1i:rlleqt*elr{ly, íf í* ;t lig lh¿r{ flrc ¡yr¡t lt,rr}r¡i rtr{itrl:r ¿dr** rvitit '"ltí<is'' ¿1".i

ËJ.:¡1 r¿:¿r.g *rì l*g*s a,{:*ç*.

|x*5,¡t3l tf 4t)'

.J.î;
1J ¡''

Å.Tr{þtut##rr#r
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Â Í'¡tnth*r iilgt¡¡u* rrf wll;¡1 thc'l'ribr¡r¡at c;¡ll ûnly ct¡¡¡cludç is i¡¡rr¡ll¡cr rl*liht:rals li* nll {hç

Firri o{"the ,¡:t¡¡ iri ltit *tf irr¡nly rhatl¿;a{lc* hirt¡ "gít}." rtl thair lîlst ntørtín¿ l!:ivi$r"jid,
ÅTh:mqcrr Äug**rl :?, ?å¡)"Ì. ¡:agc* l$f*164; æul lJlerÌål l'çixl, llfilrrclisnnÅ'*, p¡tgc 501. Wlrs*
{.tlrs$fir}ri{:{J abr:r¡t rþi,r ;¡:. the fçna} "ltitrl,f i:ad thi* exch;trtg* with tlt* pr*eset;:

{"}'.rny. l]{r yrrn ::ecall r'tí.:i ¡f s}[lret. Èl thãl pûiel er elt*r't]y
;*fitr lhal )¡üt, we:t: rlisrmaycd try hi": trtrwhlng ¡:nd i,*:,;¡ist:d

l:i¡l r:f t *ilr¡¡ g;ry?

¡1. Ncr¿*r üsr* ¿líd I *:v.er âe{:trsë lrin¡ cf trcing ga3,. Ycah. I
lærç n L>È trf te*Iings a*d crnstioïs thgt -* Tilis ie ixt*rçe.
Y&u knr¡*". l^¡r¿i tha{'n x*ri*tfting fhat *¡m.e rrp durirg tlrc
l¿'i*ï ¡Ju* I heaxl of *iir fhc Éx¡ ti*re llcg!.1_&!91, 'wilre.ig

"1)"" pngø 6}"

tfil ae*:¿rï!y statß{l r}Ét tht t'stf# }v*R "*ay"u a$ lhe r*¡¿ç a}}egç* :l}¡øt¡ç, why ,,rr¡,u1r¡ tr,o
rm* ris* p*ssibl* l'ute*'* *.Tr*rges r¡fn ,ls.ìxttal nrise*lìdu:t by allowirrg |I to stay al*nc ¿f l:is
hsr¡li$ *¡¡.dr ¡rer qrllrcr p*r"r'r)!1 pmrelrf Ð,r s{T}r}o ft¡tr{*e:: sepåT-ä{Õ rlay* li'r:tn 3unc 72, XSll? trr M'ly
18. i9üt lCryil-Tt¡rj. Ålicl"lru¡r rrl'Åugrr*t 22,2t1Q3, puge"s 7-111 çluri*i.r uí*m* iír l¡'l,ich h* h*,ì
rnl yet *d*pfi:d hi* el:ikl.rc*, rvlr* *¿¡ne *n July 3, I 989 at 7:24 ìs *r* cç*ring GiËå$id"
AII*rncr:* A:rgust 2?, ?fl*3. pgn ll] ? llsy¡evcr, if'lfl ncver snjd this antl rnadc n*
r¡l{ffiatiaasfi* any$rre *bo*t ivappxaptls*:ecnrrdlul by *hc¡:r¡¡* iså:¡re 1993, tha:l {}:e ñn*<¡rxing
qxexli*n ¡rrr:¡lnxcd by,the Åråv*mt* i¡l slnxr¡rercd:

lt Mr"JF/:*s sÕ uncon'rfi;rtalrJr r¡¿ith rvlrnt l¡o pdrÉ*;|?ed f*, be
lìrth*r ffifÕr¡"s sexilål lnix*rndu*io why dicl lrtt:" I uep
rettrrnímg f* [;*tlrer K.iriglrræn's hn*m'f T{ nright l¡c rulricl'ular}rfíbf*
{ha? Ir* r'elun¡{¿i * ctl*pl* $f ffi$r€ tiæt*s-. 8l¡t *f lr* rro*re tldy
lrfi*r,rîfþitfiÌÍ)þ **r*!y lu rl,nu!*.| l"¡avc fnl*ld ¡Ì* cä{:u'-e n{}t lt: rctr¿rï
s* rï&¡xli {ím*s r,ß læ :*Ry* }.Âctv*eal*'ri frricfl.

llsse*tiaf ly, tlrc Ì*gi* qf {ire r*r¡}' nqåv*¡:¿f*, nnc* agaìn cu{s b$flr w*yr. FurrJtçün*¡*,
il l"r:g;rd"* i.* Lbe nrìmbcr l¡f å¡æ*ue *f; rl¡c r*i*'r, r&*, l'riht:nat ngb:¡ th*t
lli* jir'¡it *lrara,r:fcnisli¡: çl' lhç *¡e+e* ¡lfocve is.'"kør:flc çf.å¡rfs &*

;lurnki r,i:*l *r ixragiiæel tr:eú ¡* thc. ufå¡.f åTrd iir({ }Í{¡{ ì,r¡{-li

e.

*l* relr"r {s¡ atxmdcur lúw as

M*r*avelI kar] rr*{ yct
jìr¡'tle *èrtl¿ã gratilìaalica *f

had {fi* íå*rx¡:1r fhaf frfui¡ tCI í*eut*ft ffi*:
lbc rc¿*

t iv,** tw *ha'¿"{* Tffif$ ll¿¡ åbrmsl c}:*lgllx, t*æle againx{ him, $Jre T¡il*j{}$[ que*t*}I:år ur,]ry'

th¿ vørs "$h*qt¡y *fr¡"1¡'' .bix c¡ré.ct¡r ¡{er vtîrl+ Jf, år}cr and ø&av |irx ?:1esi¡îr\& q¡¡i¿ä tþc,

dr¡:hútrt*xa¿tttrwryei' ¡¡¡err¡Ìd rryri,fi:::fe¡r?ri{}Ê,ferf hitrç.e¡lfig }5, ¡'*Ft tnlþ¡c\lbw${C!s;ïty',
infnr*r:-ilr¡: Ilzç Vir¿rw ¡lxt't tÎ¡c lt.r:r.r l.=i¿fii *1uixg tn wru'lr i*, lìre*níx, lr;lc¡l ht) hat{ glven' f!*r';

Åtcfufioe¿ti::rri prcr.ir-lr::* rr*li{i¡:,ati¿¡* ¡l^rat h* r¡r¿x tx}¡xitle,x1x.¡*rli.tt*itsg {hcr* ßl}e¡:*f -E!}r:,,# 974,
pr¡g* $67Î, fu,t resp*rrdinlq L* L?t* þxieh ?\, 1Y1t4 l*tts¡: ef th* rs'r/s trcl rnflvß t¡l Fhn*ni"q,
¿,çfu1þ{vftr.rgl ìWu{¡T{faet{i" i¡r }d¡- trcl¿sr +riMalch ?8, l9';'1" s*¡t*¿l îhc fsil.arrvitg'

1t'¿ï.r¿'1'3- t:zi .bt

3S

ÅI}f,}i}'l{}5 l?3tl
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I rvrrulrl lílçe to state. in wliting ri'itat Ls¿tid io our co;rr'ôr.saliott. ]
do.not wûli ål this point of history lo give pe:nrissirrtt ftlt rutyortc
1o l¡c on loa¡l to arrother diocese. lf yorr wish [o tnakc thal charlgc,

tlrerr yorr rlrìsl. (ì() so rvilh lhu irlfcrttion o.[ ilte¿rrlinaliotl irtlo
Pho,:r ri,< tÇl"c:gy_l1¿lg paga 2t1.9 ).

'i ltc rar.t, þ<xr",evcr, givcs tlre irnpression in thel'olloruirrgrcs.¡rrlnst:tìtrlitrg lris (jivil "ll'ìal

{hat fhe Archbishop dicl lol wa¡rt hinl to inc¿¡rdiruto in (hc Diocesc oIPlrocni>: :l;rd úat r,r,as wlt),
hr] r,r,as ilrralrle to clo so. Tlle r',"¡rs sitatc.s flr<r lollorving:

I slaycti il Milwaulccc uniiì 'l994. Àntl I rvcnl to J)hr¡cnix to wo¡k
in a publ ic scliool. I wanicd to rvork fo¡ th.: l)ioccse itl Phoenix,

bu1 dtere were sonlc tlríngs tlral happerrcd (hat I was no( uble to
wolk, bccarrse tlrc hishrtp het'e ut flre filne dicl not want rltÈ tù go,

;ud wanted nrr: i6 q1¡t here. furcf ha just saÍd, fino, if yotr want fo
go therc and work .irrsl. wot'k, but I rcally doll't rvant ycrtt to leave.
So I tttok 0 scrììêster- I ¡¡6¡¡¡ t took apcrsontÙ leave

[Çivil'L i¿rt, Morring August 22, 2û0). pagc 124].

ì n point of fact, irr seeking incardilratíon thc ¡e¿¿s gave ¡rerntis.siott -- 
jn his icttsr t¡f .f r.rrre

6,1994 -- for his Clergy Persor,ucl l.'ife to be sent tu ùe lSishop of Phocnix fÇlefgy'nåk, rx.ßè
2531. 'Ihis ñte ìield no lccolti of arr¡, âiicrrsations of se xt¡aì iurptoprie(y but ic did cl<'lriy
deiirreuLe lhat the r'¿zs l:ad llis owlr uncìclsf.andilg. of what obedic¡rce to his tsishop rne¿ìns.

Iîollowiui: receplion of tlús inforrnation, (hc Bishop of Phoenir lold the r¿us ltc coulcl lttlt accopt
hiru htr; fhc i¡lca¡dination ¡l'occss for lris dioccsc l-åc¡gy-E!l-g, page256).

Iirurrr 1994-u:rtil 2000, the reu,s we:rl back nnd fortb bctween itssigurneuts in Milvvaukee
arrd ptrsitior-rs irr v¿r'ious ptrblic school systcnts wirhírt thc l)iocc,sc of Phocttix. lltcsc rclooa(ions
seenr to havc been made in lra llleurpt fo charrge the rnirrd of Rishop ()'Frielr an<J c¡tcr (l¡e

i¡.:¡rrrlirrafi<-rlr prþcess fì.'r ilre flrocnix l)iocesc. His l¿st attcrnpt in tl¡is rcgard was lû sectile a

positiorr in a l)iocesan l-ligh School in Pìrocnix, whicl: he wits ablc (o do only aftør the follo'v",ing
lccorrnncndation in ltro June 5, 2000 lctter of the Vicat ol'Clelgy in Mjhvau]<ce to litc vicnL tbr'
(llei¡.r.y in Phoenix:

'lhcrc l¡¡u nevcr l¡cclr c¿usc fo r.t'ithdrarv Fatltet Klríghtott's
lacrrltie.s rlol l..r cr¡rl¿íl his inírti,stry in the Arcltdir¡ce..e ol'
Mi)wauhcc. Ilc is no( rrow, arld ltas rtot bcelt, tlnder arty
ccclc.sias(ical pcrralty. Thele is rrofJ:irrg irr his backgrouncl that

woulrl i'cc¡'.Lir.c us to li¡nií ariyr rn¡n¡tl..t with chilr!r'err. lb the bc';l ttf
oui' lcuor¡,le<lgc, he clocs nol. sul'fðt' fiorlr âny untiûfltctl substancc

abuse ¡rr:olrl*ttt l-C)lglgLf [Ic, ¡ra¿,: 29p]

Whilc this lccor¡rrrorìdation i"- i(sclf <¡uesLicl¡lable ilt llany w'¿ys, it js harrl t() roconcìlo
rhis lctlel' wiill the allcgatíon of'the ¡'¿¿¡s {h¡t ihjs p¿rì'ricular Vic¡r olî(ìlctB},u;.rs ¿r );rcist. in.lict,
whelr]wa'sus]<c<la[rout1Ili.rspc<;iIicallegation,lrei.epìicrl:".l'vckttorulllr'I
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.I as lona ns I hatj llcen ir: b{ilwauhcc, f 'vc rìtte, krrtrw hirlr trr bc t'acist ol' ¿rccuscd of
any râci¡it practiços" L&U4l-¡illil, Willrcss "l(". pagc 2|,

Following tLre roc.eption of fhc. above le{te¡' lir:nr ihe Vical ol Clergy, lìisTrop 0'l}ricn -irr a lclrel clateclAugust 2t, 2.000- . graulecl lirculties tÐlhcreu,ç anclslafcd: "i wish you rvell il
)'nur irnportant mifiistry Ío ,¡rrr youth se $re (lampus lvÍirìsfer at lì1. Mary's l{ig,h fìt,hcrol" lÇlq¡:gv
fijç, ¡rage 301], Ap¡rarcntly, Llt* ruts dcciclcd Lhat.Ilishop O'BríenslilI woul<l trot chan¡',r: bis
rlrind aborrt dre ¡:rocess of incardinatic,n, so f ltc ¡¿rl¿s rctunlcd 1o Milrvartltcc, orlce agril .sccltirrg

âi:ollìcr assignrt:ent. At that lirne llre Âr'cht:islrop rrppoiilcd thc ¡¿l.rs ns "a c(>rrsrìllânt in the
OflÍce tbr Child, Schoul ancl Youth Miuistry" cllcctive Scpternbc.r.1,2001 [Cjlerevliilg, p.lìlúJ.
'l-lris positiorr was only fturde d f<>r a ye ar, so ll'le ?'¿rls woulcl agaiu be sccking anul.her edacatiünal
irssigrunerr{on ì.,ebrualy 7-0.2002 iÇlqgtl[?ilo, prigeû71}. OtrFcbruary 25,7.002 Jbrings
his accusations to thc Archd juccs¡: of ìvlilwar.lkcr: h an intcrvicw with Dr. Barbara lìei¡kc, tltc
hcad of Pro.¡tcÍ þenjar¡rin |.Ii!bqp4l-[.i-lg, pages 0tl4t2].

Givco all <¡f tl¡e above, fhe Tribtural juctgcs tllat the reu.r lrrrd ã sexll¿ì¡ ÊlrcDurrtcr with tlle
sixteen ycur ,rì{.f just pliol to tlic ar'úval of lris arloptcd chilrtrrcn, some time durllg ir4ay l5-
I s, 198é *tl"oJ*t;ryoà rvitìr thc r'¿¡¡.s. This fits ¡rll thc lacts i* tlljs case . 'lhc kr,çanc¡ìt 1v¿îs

l:emodsled I'Civil 'Inal, Morning Augrtst 22, 2A03, p. I I I I arrd had the sofa bed thal:
consistcutly leFers to in all Ì¡is iìccourrts. llre ¡'srrs adnlittcd that ìrc had such a solä bctl irr I989

tüUi-tiUj, Aft(Ìurrlon August 22,2003, p. 161. 'I'his is also the lasl tirne fhc rsa,s atimits that
f; stal,ccl ovelnight at his housc before liis two ncioptcd so.ns câlrlc to livc çvith him ancl

occüpy the first fioor sleeping âurangemcíts [.Çigif l,'rial, Aftelnoon ,{ugust 22,2fi43, F. 111.

The praercs kriows florn persorul experieucc th¿rf. â tu'Í¡ümâtic cvcnl cnn ci:utsc the mind to
¡.bcus on a palticular cletail to (he exslusion of ollter del'ails, cvcJr onss tha( u,,ortld hclp olhers tt:
sec llrc frrrl.h of the errent. As ri:ntext, what hap¡rcned is that l|rc prae:;es was involved in a car'
o.ccidcnt câused by solneonc becoming irnpatient nnd moviug ittto thc in{ersection before lley
hacJ a grecn light. Evcn to tlris day, thc i;rzes'es vividiy ræalls seeing tlte c¡rr in thc rniddle oj'the
ì¡rtclseutio.n waiting lo ftu'n le'ft lrcc¿use lraff,ir: was cc,ttüug ft'o¡n thc o¡4rositc tiilcctio¡ irr which
r\c praases was proceeding and only regísteling tþc fàcL that tlre light wãs grxen and il¡at cnr
.slvruld not h¿rve been in tJro inlcrseÆlioll. fu cxpJainin,q to lhe Polj¿c Officc.r what ha¡>penecl {he
rlef*il tlrat ïIte¡traeses fccuserl on was thc grecrr light, oxeittding tltc inrporfant dr]tail tlìat ¡'atliie
was colring frc¡rn tl:c opposite rli¡ectitln ar:rl that h'affic Trrevcnlcd the cal' sjtrìätçd ir thc
iJrtersection íiour turrrin¡r ot'tltcpracscs liorrt swcrvirig iltto thc o¡>¡rosile lär)c fo arcid lrittirrg fhat
s¿Jme cal'.

Li lhe sanre way, thc "f¡ibrrnal"iurìgos tllat gi:l¡le ilr¿ lllÕs¡ fr¿rum*¡1ic event fllat hap¡reueel lo

I * oncc hc had'tirc âwÉìIcncss oîirrrbclLy rvhile rrlayi*g;cvenright wiTJ:¡ tl:e iå,a¡ toot
plac-e on lhe sofà be¿l in th* bnt'emr¡'[. The ]l'ibu¡¿l cert only sttnrise th¿t ütç il:rnrjggpþrriv*ll
L.l his aclo¡rtcd ohilclren rnade lhe )'¿i?.?,! ?r\vâre (hat fbjs rvnuld l¡s th* li:*t d¡rr: Î¡e litclf aÌ,r,,,,
rvifh hinl in the hou.sc, ihc la.s¿ tirue hc could go bcyonll gr*r:rning bcllar,ìol u,illr nc r)ítl¿,ri

witnes:cg prèsent. Siuce l.his was ¿'. n'.ucjr lorrget' rulatiorrship r.vür ¡nt¡re ol" hirnseì l' irrves{ctl fll*t
ir¡ l¡lc l:r:icf c¡rcourtlcl' rvillr I, tlrc rcu,r çva-s aml>ivalclr.l abi:r¡t e.ndipg h.i.s rclatiorrslúp uzith

: so hc clicl not hrirrg ¡im.sãlt'to clirnax s.irce, u*likcf I rlicl :r,ri. inclicaie ¿r

r.villir¿-ncs.s fo l¡e a¡ olrjcct of self-'Eatifrcalion l¿rr'{hc;'¿,r/s'-

P¡qe 3,t o( 41)

33

34
35

36
37
3B

t9
4U
dl
'Yl

42
/lr3

'r1¡1

tI'5

46

38

AD ON,1051240



{}N'Wffiffiffi

Iìv*xr tll*u,¡¡h fl\* rs*srii¿l rrt¡1 *j:ruul:rt* ,ln; thir '*!trrtupin;-:", r¡r fi'{}fîâtgt:, bt{;rn* }.rr:

rlrlinirrg ó*tsif *-'the nlchct¡pal ¿vetl clivr¡rced fr¡rs¡ rt s¡:eeåi'rc rl*le ¡ç¡r¡ J"riql, .{trierrxr*n
A rrgust. ?lo 2**3, pxg*s,5 1"53J ' . . th¿t I minel J'çuu.çeel r¡r'¡ as lúç bnsic '{runte r¡f rs.fbiçl:¿r:

to irlanfi$ f.xí1ït cvcrrfi rlJ'a s*x¡rr¡l ru*lurr! r¡¡ith ti¡*r ¡'*¡¡s, Co*cerrtÌrtg lltu xlt,lwçr ;tttd tllr: ¡t>ol, lhi:;
'ii il¡rrnl viçr,¿s thcrt; *s groarnirrg behavior*, rryhose ütl}llËnt niuy lritrre þ*crr lreightcncrJ lry beirrg
filte.rcri th

*venl {hat
vietinrx cf squ¿tì rtb*se [!g¡g!-]þ!, l#,{t*cs*'*ão', pÍ:gcs *-l? P* ?8;

ruugh the t-¡:isodc in

I drct* signs *
{l'¡* h*semenï, .AtJminiertlÂlï Frrx rf ûf tLis i¡ ¿h+rt it is c¡rJy ¿¡ll,cr tfiis

arxi cther lrehnviol's nße¡l.rc.en in
ïfitlr**g *tl'n', 
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Nevgr{heie$.c' "*he 'l"ribun*l ag;li*t $fr?s$c$ the l-êål {hal fh€ Iir}} sig¡1il'icance cf this

; in 2ût)2 in his€t'ì"*Õ,¡}ntgl, beeatrrc äÞl)å¡'e*: l{}
r:*rut.sr:Ïirtg , påA,rs 36"171. llrinf f* th¡r ti¡lc he was
*EmÏ¡lc f# r8118

2ü*3, Bxges t20,"t233,
},lftetno** +f' Ål gust 22 r 2{tl}3, W.&e 4rt3.

prlgc*
e3-441.

*-uuffiT*luì:1;üåJi::,."- ';.ii*ii'.;iTi'ii*f'iï-1î #iiå-åffii. ;;
tuur@r*d th* hcs¡iÍ* snr:*ìrnfer åft$slç¿l tû frt n nrdrer r¡*d **¡rr**rh*r få*g$"1*Triir.t,
1üit¡sss "B"n pågss 39-3t &. lÃritr¡es¡ì o'Ç", '¡:êgcs 2S-itJ and by üre rø¡r,s hinrself lciïi[ Tri$J.
Afi*rnnçn /trug{¡*g }'2, X*(}3- pagp* 53-54; anel !:r*¡¿l..Tfia!, Wi{ue.r* 'oA'", ¡1ûg* ?*J. Ttiis h*stility
rs'ãr'ned lh* r*a,t thatlËwas åcgin*irrg ¡r: r'*calJ irnpu':per er:nduçt *n tlr* 3ãå't rlf tlre re*r.
t'lot k*olri*g if ä¡:r-liix f*r*ily h::cl ahr*rly u:nt¿t*terl th* ¡{lsl¡di¡:ç*x¡i lçiål"¡ arç*sati¿ns
:rgaiæå- l*n¡, rlm rez*ç íætry*¡liately tnr:Ìr glâJl$ tû {Õ.u¡:rf*r lheÊ* ¿çcusaliem* by ***tacfirrg hil
tlasxm.aLe,l"I:c e*rrç*i Fiskep ?eny, axking *¿lviee ** rr¡il¿ü to rlr:, therr e*rrtxeling tht: l'iç¡r *f
Cïcrgy p"rrd the ,4::*hdi***r*¡* Civin,{*crrt*y Ei;vji-Tþ!, Å{lernno* Acgust:2, }Æü3, p*g** 55-
58; Í'**:al Trinl* lrYåf,a*yã"&'", pag$ç ?å-¡tË-1" A,fl *r¡-thxrr: *elisns ç¡r'* tl:r*d þy tåc ¡"*u* rvith fi;ç
h*:lp *f bjr' Ì"}nfk"n s: f*r.vfer ftt ürlrtvåy tr: tle j*ry hl híx civil {l'iat ;l¡*t thc rr:rs.r r#a.r- Í}n irr¡iaceÐt
pêlsÕn seei<ing te rlcíçird hi:; reputalÍcn i¡ut that {lls Ån:ht}iccese dici n*t dr:fu¡rcl t:r' slrppnÊ hinr
wlrc¡r this jssuc firïl surf¡ræel in I993;

T c*ul<lrr't **l tht" Á*'r¡bdïoces¿ tr: tr*ll ,ry; ¡v[:a{ rval* g*ìug nn. I
rx*ft.n"1csra¡lchl'l get {he f*f}pr}rt f"r*nr t}ffi Ål'ehrlinceue {u r{e+rl p¡ìt}t

llri:¡ fs,qlî* er.tl L4 be VrannTív*. ,4¡rd $* [ rv:ts = -" I was Je* *'ifh ---
urítk **tt*îng- &nrl *rsw lnrur cie*li*g zvill*z :.t nrcss fÇ!vil"--&:¡xj,
A}i*r**¿r¡: Åug*r{ 2?- ?-*û3, pn¡¡* 5T{f"

lrr ¡l*inr nf {*r:t, '1r31¿rsr"rsl', tlte put*tiee c*f" tlt* ¡\u,:ltrl!¿r*rlr*: *t f }må tir}re r.v¿s rr*t {rl ¡ç{ ç1¡

riny r:rt'nulr$ f,r ailtt1yÞ1{}t|e gec¿ts*1i*:l:; bnf k* itltsrf*nar c¡rt], rvh{:tl jl ¿f*,tinit* å{Ë't såfrûu r\;"¡$

l¡,i¿* 3i r;i"4S
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þ)*sê$lerl ter lllc Ål'¿:hrl;Õet1*e'll¡y n tleiirrìt* lIt'rrï1i'ì' 'l'his llirl llÉt h:ìl1l'r*l in llct'srrrr trrttiI lrubrtlttty

25" 2*rå2.

l'h¡: evid+nf,¿ rle,rrrn¡xfuçrl{:-q lhÉìl : lrad ttot yet T'uaehc*f tht: xtlr¿¡c rvh¿:rc hû rv¡x

"¡1.å!:rrIr¡titt ,,!¡gust 21, :l{}i13, ¡r*g* $f{-å{d.

h¿¿Ì l-¡ll.x:;: ses,vit¡lr¡* rviti¡. ¿l ¡:*¡r:holl**r'*çixl"
c$vim¡¡aenl, lv{¡s Stl1l rrol yet reariy t+ dì**uss Thc ¿<;tii¡ls sf tllc ¡*¡s |thil-ftld, Mnrtrirrg
r:f .{ug.rr:;l ?1, ?ßÕ3" puge* 1??-129; tigjål'u¡I, Âliurttoctr r\rrgts{ 'Jã, äÕÛ3r Fage åü5-1f}11J, Jn

fa+l in ar¡ igce[r,isw *"n¡:¡reryÌng in tht Tyljl¡gg!-tet' ,louru¿tl ]i¿tttqç!*n Jurt* 19, ä,tð3r¡:riar tu

rha tivil -lrìnt of th* l'úaå, * h{uçie lh'rh¿le, a slr.ill'mun}:et'r¡f tl:ai l+r:al r-i*,w"tpapùru t'eearelê in thr;

crlurs* *rf fl*r ir¡t*rví*w witfr JUre li:llnrvirrg ilrcirfç*t lh;f tooTt plar* lrl ¡hc Marsh &, ?fl{i}
r':rrcling:

^t 
the iï'rçelttlg, f(ntËrll{Õ¡t ttcntcrl ¿ttty }tltsn}nt,t',,". J r*lu' ^vyi:mari ';çlì,*

¡r:çk*¿i

'*l fûkl lrer th¡t shc dìdn't hnr¡rry l¡¡w rrlar:y lårtr*.s I xaå ou(sirl,: hcr

hous¿, but 
.I eixlld¡'t tell a:ryatt* nbt:tll if,'u Ir t*iel l-i"rlbËn$l

[llç. pasr 21s1.

se.çit* tlrë åtlerïp{* cf tlr* l}¿lb¡ls* l;lr'r'}'*r f*r lir* ¡'s¿r.r l$ plescnt * n:l}irrg

rliff*rcnt vey.,iiolrs nl his uccur¡atìurs l#iy,!l-Trì¡rl, ¡\{tenrt¡on "Arrg,itst 22,?.t03, il¡lgôf i 52,15a1
'J ffin l,ighûy pff#*rtf* Ir:r fhc jury rfrar ä ¿**us*(i*¡.q nniy *h*tigr:t{ hy b*r:*ming nxrre

d$tå¡ilsd as lr*eu¡lr: t$ greafcl irwårÐtt#ss {hrr:uglr üreri:i:y *; {hcÍtt* llt{,}ttÉitrg of t&at *e'uol[y
tvf¡$ çlnlt* lr¡ ]'li¡n by lh,:' l-t rrs ;rr¡{l w¡r.t r1r¡Íiillt* l{r <¡r¡;;1ft }i'}*r {: r rüü¡ly *btlut il fll c{}tcrsl

ä<[irl¡¡'tt*,lliltc¿llt*i$l*ltlslariçg.Ânittct.ïrgis1{}y}t*I'r,ty
ix srln*ilndy **ying, X, Y lrliiÌ Z lrap¡rrxrexJ ilr nr*, *n#rxy hrnttrler
lv*c {h*r*,*rrrcl l}rç 1'¡lathcr g*llirrg *n iìr* wít¡te*r*.st¿nd *rld *rty,irig. J

taâs¡ì'f ih*re" it rlitirr't h*pþ*u, ;l'lt¡rf 's ¿tn i¡ictl¡lsisl,"ll slrtry, :
t h*x l)*:c,lt v*ry o*nsiste*t. I lç's bse¡l r'rt'v 4ÐlltiJ$tef1t ïn ¡rJrat

$ntr:p*ntxl J,¿: him. Tìc'* ìrcen verl' {irrlsisle*l whc¡ he t*lrJ
ilel*sliv* lir:ppe, l"l*'* lre*rl vr:ry r¡irrsist*nf, ltc. rlitl*'{ tell a lit ln
Iti* *l*prt,crh*r ;¿:i¡i lli¡ f*iltr:r.

þ'Í* wn-tn't r*a¡ly, l{c suirl, I tlitlir'c fu.:ll thc t;*ur¡Í¡'ti:¡*. þiç die}¡l't,

l"lg waxu'{ tl.;lrly. [}; just tr:Trl ytrtr lhr; irr¡lir. llr's hi* $.ôlhi.n&

Âlrd fhe $ì*lq do*x hçar rk* lryrrjrr¡¡ çl tr¡'rrof , ,{rrrl it ttt¡R*¡i rjntvn

1olvlttt'har{1ì"|lilr¡.,lul*lie*rrtnltilrç.t{r:l.lil.tßhinrlnri
wil¡t h* h*:i ¡okl .yr)ìr, hc {.il{l ,11* tr?rth iÍ ¡itlitig tltxrtr¿¡h tfii:. }Tc

Pag,; ir* *f'oi0

waä ¿ tcachs¡ ¿rl tlte *ehr.:*l r:alne r¡¡iîh t{.r:ight*n t:nel

rvh.y lr* llad¡:'l ö$tJrs l¡l h*r if'hc l¡¿¡d [reur irbugerl,

4û

Á:){)n4ûs 124?"
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Iacl ntt rllolìvr; to lic. lle huii ¡lcl lììotil,c (o cornc lullvlrl irl 20()2.

to go ïo tlrc (jnt!¡rll,ic Chr.rlch ¿rnd sa)r tlrili. l'lc, rvas tel'lirrr¿ thu trr"¡{.1r..

l Ëj"vjj. 1"'úd. Aftulr xrurt A u gnst 2.?. 1.0A3, pege$ I 63- I 64 l,

'l'his Tr:ibunal judgc.s r}atfi..; felting tho h'Lrtlt cotìcelning Ìùs soxual abirse by tlre
rz¿r.ç. 'l'he lew scrtio¡r abovc.n:rkes cJear tJ¡cl an oflbnsc again,sf the ijixth Comnrand:r:r.'¡rf. ,.ri'thc

Dccaloguc i.s nol, confilred to genitirì corrtact lcarlini{ lô orgasnì. Whatfdescribcs in lhe

Civil liial of Lhe rcus as "htrmping" Ltliïil_ïulrl, ÞIolrtirg Âugu.st 2l , 2003, page 52 | a.utJ bclorc
tbis Tliburral as'oglindiug" llç.1:fì,1_Iriê!, Witncss 'Ð", ptrges I2-13] ¿u'e rrc{s of t'otiage which 'liï

thc <lescriptiorts givei:. in tllc lar¡' scc{'icl¡l rt¡c¡rrt: ûrr a r'ìeiicl again.sl tlrc Sixlll Corlllrandrncrlt oJ"

tlre Decalo¡zue

This l'¡'iburtal judges lh;,rf rhc l'6rls' wirs sr: ¡rsyclrulogicaìly and sexually chiven thaf h¿

bt:licvcd tbat he was somehow itrvinclblc in regzu'cl to arry ¡rossitrle acorsation of wrong ctoing.
Nrit orrly rlíd he feel jnvi¡¡cibJe. l-ull ho trrrly rationntjzccì his trchavior as sc¡¡ctl:.irg thal was
norrnal or acceptable, }le rlefinileiy did nof, amì does nof, (Rlic ìnto considerafiot tht:

corrse(luerrces of lris clecisions. If hc:ucis lbtrl .sonrc sor'[ ol'¡t]rysical c<xl'1ct is called l'bl in a
sif ualion, he rvill clo i¡ ¡ro nratter lmw ina¡:1:rr.rpliarc il rlay br:. 'l'he ovidc:rce sho\.r'.s tlrat tlrete is a

long slarrding coniinuous fhr¿ad of, thí.s typc oL bchavior llu'ouglrouf .bis í¡t¿mciionS wil.h r-.ak:
ninols. The 'l)'iilunol judges {int the evidelrcu is srll'fiuiclil (o lcad to an af'firmatír,e finding :is

regards this second allegalion.

Regarding thc thircì allcgruion" bolh th¿ Pr'u¡rrr)tel arrd thu ¡ldvoc¿ttu ilr tbis rí¡sc rxâke
appropliate rrotc o[ thc I'aet th¡r thas not plovidcd a fonnaJ, su¡r)frl stafemen{ eitlte¡'
lJrrough rvrittert rogâtory or vcrbal tcstfuirouy wif hin llle contcxt of {hese canonical ¡rrr.rcceriings,
[n fact, it is the case lhat Ü¡inrself nevel loclge a fbrntal complni.nt of s,exr¿l ¿buse

*g;*insf the r'¿r¿s with tìre Ârchdiocese of fulikvnulccc. 'fhe cou* docs lìavc irifblrn¿tiorr indicatilg
tliat there was discr¡ssio.,r ìretu.enul¿¡ncl two investigativc pcrsriÐ.s l) a dctccrive workirrg
1'or thc district ati.orne¡, o( Milwar.¡kcc County, Vy'iscolrsin und il) an ìn'vesligatol letained by tlro
Arcltdiocese sf Mil¡r,auleec fn cnnsi¡ley zr ¡nr:lintinary ìrwesti¡;¿lio¡r ltfo irrfpunalionlhal had bcen
brotrglrt bcfore archdiocesan anct/or civil artthr¡ritics by ill ât{ôrlrey who is related to uuìorhcl'

accusoÌ in tbi.ç ease lluorrgh flrt aÐcusci"$ $tcpnrol]ler, \Vhilc fhe i¡r,fotmirtion gathcrcd by fhese

two deteclives is compe lliirg anrl wor:tìry of rìr:1e, the lircs thst lhçro is no ¡;rimarv åccuset bcR¡rc
tiris'l)'ibu¡lal. uo¡ rvitJrin thc instrrrction olthìs c.ase, dcpri es tlæludges of the al>.ility to a'ltain
â.r'ly sßnse of pr'<.rpcr: mot'rtl certitudc lcgarding llr?x iillegation. Thci'eftrit: . thc dccision rvill havc
tc bc designated as ne¡;ative.

'l'lrus, having reachett nror¿rl celtitutle on lhe first ttço allegntirars and in acL:or-(l witll the
rrorrrr of lavr, catrotdcal <icctrirre ¡tnrì fhc ûons{¿¡ni,jurtsp.r:ttlence of tlte ltonrarr rlieasleriies,
corrsiclering the *rcts, the cirr:unsþince.ç, üte tçslir.rcllìcs ¿nr1 thc argun\ents âs ¿r vr,hole, {ris
'J'ribu¡ral c:l'Judg*s respouds affìr'rnatively tr: the iir'^sf irvcr r¡rre.sliols. lrr¡rrrtallility is pte.surttecl

rvlret tl.¡e¡:e ;,'; an *.rttrrn¿il viulalir:r¡ of ttr* lar¡i,

Narrir B a{'rlre 20úti IjfiCeIJ LTr*scntial Nornrn roqttitcs th;rt ii'thel'c is lnolal ccrii:ude
..bout tlie eie)ict fuirving bccl r:t¡r¡trrji.tcd-, ûre¡l 'llunnirrtlnt.rr:ot.ovnl h:allr g,r*kriaslical milri.sflv,

l),r¡u 3? ol40
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:r*{ cx.cluding *åisnrïss*l l¡nm tlr* elsrie;iJ ¡rti{+u i$ i¡xlà'¡rl{:{i. lrt r¡eçrrrd xìth {}l;: x¡gp ** lart" {h*
p*&*hy *f FsfiH¡lti€t1l ¡*ltovaT lì'r¡¡¡t l*g*1*siilstic¡lì :ili¡ri¡¡{ry i* í*:¡:r:xctl.

rlg$F{}$ir.?"rvþ:

ÅåfClgå?f {}L:Tf 8}å $þ' åEå I l,$r/-t t Jffi .S:ü:

ln vi*se l:f lJrs f,rrr*goi:lg" ;urrl p¡itir duç ccnrìd*r+r{ir"¡¡l {o {lrl; Iarv *rtd i{c a¡:piietuian *rr lh*
p¡*r¿i¡;ul${ *ilgurr:slr¡*cçu" ?ff lJ:c l"¡lnl¡:rsitn*d Jtrig*t a}'1l¡* h4*:**rpolila* Tlibl;ln':l cf ¡hc
¿l¡cjxlioeess *f ¡Áillpaukes, lVisccrrãi*. a*li:rg ãß llrc judgllt ì* {Nrit t;ìr*, tlii ttçlbve {?r:cl" hemhy
deei'cå, ú**lar * an d pron o unc.ø t lis ft:l!: *' i * g dofi rritiv* s¡?R{*tx{:c;

'fr: ¡fle qu*sti*n'f* the Re¡rxx$rå Maevia T, KH¡{.1}r.i{31,{ gltii¿:¡ *f
*tlbnding ogainsl thc sirâþ *cnr$sÐdTa*|$ s{ ftxs ãeea}*gr:* lviÍh
h{t, f, w.h* ha¡.| a¡;¡t catupl*f*d lris ;*ixlçe:¡* y*ill *f
a*€ al thê li¡¡"r¿ rf ll:is *lTefi.{tl?",

t:;e re.*,*.üwl l N'l-ll &,4 $F f ft*{ÅT l yE 
"

'f* til* qucstl*$ *'Ts i?:c fi.e.vs'crxi;rdarçi¡: T. I{ruTüt'l1'*X guiþy *f
off*rxling ag*ins! th* .*ixtNr cnrrur¡s¡¡rl*r*.nÏ rrf {be T:**a{*gne wirh
Mr. &s{3 Âx3{ ***rpl*e*d hiå sjxh*txi}.lear ¿rf

ag* al" tlte rí:na ¿his ¡rillnçe?''',
ø,e r*rya*$ î*i ?:,1 ã Å8;î11Ëí.{þlê"Tlr,É'ìî.

I's th* q*e*ti** "Is fLs R*r'a:e¡r*. Ma:'r'io T. gï{l{iíl*l'*¡r: #tilty af
*ffb*rl
Ml
ttg* *t" *, :e tì ærc r:f 'l tri* r¡ff,æusr?"*

: ç t i.s s p * * rÍ .â {"1 T éã ïÍ f€ Æ* ;4 ?Ã lrf-.:,

Ëurth+r', stlenliv* ît: ?*s$:r ll *f ?"*{1å t;ll;d:|':ß lìg$fisll:¡lill Næ1$4 , *a*iwipas* ¡l: rhe

l{ev, Msrçi¡: î1, Ê" l{.lrigât*r: 'ifio ¡xrp*tuai 1:e:ralltrr *f, pemnarrr*f r€r*o?å¡ fr*r¡: all
l¿rel*sã*s*irâå Minixtr3'rqi{ë* the *dra*n*ti*x åi¡zit Tt¡l ãg tçL."*z* * llf+ *f praf*r x*d F',lrâÞr*.

kt*r**t:*l rvilfu 1il* ir;ifiã*ttli'rr 1aw tl*ell{ly in Íirr'<*i #rix i*¡:.lutlcs:

r"\11i **f*l:raiir tg ii{a* prtb} i*lg.

" ¡e¡l adr¡:i¡.lis$:rifiå fåË satx,¡¡,t'¡':sr:l's {r*ilir dn*:*ga:ri jbr*lrrl*:: *7*}*
* ei* *¡eari*g .eTeri tatr ç*rb aa*

" rî#tpæserdixg jfi:¡rsalf*ul¡liúy xs * ¡:dc*l-

Pa¡r*ãsar{4*

4â
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Civc¡thc natule of thu clclict.s alrd thc-parlem rrf behar¡íot, tlre Courl. lruther ilirposes olt

thr: Rev. Marvin. T, E f*rig¡frlr {he restliciion th;rt, rvith th¿r crrc*rl:lion {l'¡x)tson* rvìth wltrun }le

has a legal reiatirlnshlp by vlrtue of fuH aucl leg;rl ailo¡rtirrn, Ite flel'er i:c;¡l.rtrc wifh att¡'cn* who ir;
trelow the agc of lB, jt i,s for hjs Ordina:y, fbe.¿\:'chbisho¡r r:f Mihvnukee, to deftandru: íll l'prthcr
fìì)eci(ic.¿i.jon:; ale indic¿lod 

"vhicb 
may be lìeces*iilr\' *: irtrpl;rrent tti* perr*lty anrJ 1o ove,rsce l']re

coopcration of Fr'. I(night** witir it,

Furlher, it is hcreby clircc(cd tbal thc s¿lìfe¡rce is fo be ptibli*ltod accordirig to fhc rrorms

of law {c. i6l.5);

fu accorcj with Ca¡ron 1628, the ìlev. Mnïr,in'I'. Knighlon anc'l the homoter of Jnstice a'c
1o be insTruoled that they have a right to ap¡real to tha Congregafion for the Doctrirre of the F¡ith
against battrr thc Definitive Sentencc and the perialty;

i) irr accol:d witJr Canon 1630, any appeal mu.çt bÐ ill¡oduced u,jtbin
fiF,een ( | 5) days of lhc publícatic,n of tlis Ûefirritive Scntence, zutd

that âny appeal is to l:e cou:mrmicatecl to tJrc Judicial Vjca¡ of thc
,4¡chdiocege of Þtilwaukec who wiil transmit it to tlie
Congr*g*riicti i'<rr the Ðoch'ine of tlre Iaith; in aecorcl with Cartou

1633 a¡rd SST articJe 23, arty appea,l musi be pursued wílirirr ole
¡t$åth {30 days) {ìnm the dare of th¿ i¡úroduction of thc appeal; for'

the Rev. Marvin l'. l(nigltton, hís AtlvocalÈ tnay pursue the apped
in his nanrc;

iÐ thi.i der:ision and the ccrn:plete actt4 
^re 

to be tt¿nsrnit{ed to t)le

Congrcgation f'or the Þoctrine ofrirs Feith.

?,ïE llf l,K-,\tûWNI"ll0 ¡\lt.ìt-

fl¡a't this esse ls eaXrlåciüly srrlrjeci {¡r iF¡e Fcr¿lìficr¿l Scs:"st (n,*Ì..25r 6rc,viot'a þclicta, Norinntt
ProcessaøIes); ,ú'hi *pptios fo all iuforr*aÍlonn pnocesses and dçci*icxs acsocirrfe{å with tirí*

tas* ('&æreta conf inere, ni eh¡"u¿*¡y 4, \r7,1 lÁAS 66 *.974, pzges 89.92]¡l'

!'irgo 39 of 40
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¡\tuimn:r, t.sI: Ll

Oi't'r(,¡ ()ii -rìii.:,,\)i.i..Hrliir it)i,
Pror. No. 125 ?1t't " l,!47,3

Itf arrh 14, 2(l()4

Most Rcvererrtl Arrgclu z\nrato. SDB
Cr;ngregation f'or ihe l)octriuc ot'thc Ir¡jrh
Palazzo t-lcl S. l-Jitìzio
00 L l0 V.rtican City

Your F,xcellrncy

'I'ïraLik you lìrl your irrquiry iegardirrg thc rn¿rttcr of Rcvt:rcnd Nlarvirr 'l'.

Knightorr, As I indicatecl in rny previous corres¡rortlence , thç prelrminirry investigation irr
this casc wrs 1:artiL,ulirriy challerrging. Tlrcr ori,tiiiíìi invcstjg¿ìlor w;irs not lbie to coillplete
the task sirtistactoril;v to the Djocr:sun li.eview Boarcì 's stancl'¡l-ds. À sccond ínvestigator'
rv¿rs lhen assigned anr"l hc coLnplcted tlre t¿sk ¿ii([ scnt tìrc ruport trl thc Dioccsan Rsview
Board last tv'eek. I havc norv reccivetl rhcli rcc0ru¡ncrrdatiori.

While Father K.niqhtc n is rclerringl t() ont: siluation in q,hich a crirninaI tri¿l
rcsulteri in au acqi.LÍ,ttitl, tlterc are aotual ly tlr.r'cl scp.rr;rtc rrlLegatrons again.sI him by llu'ee
¿litfercnt allcged victims and a iìrrLrth rcprrrlerL sçconc1 hand t¡y irn alleged victim's
mÐtlier'. The ¿rtltrchr:d report oL.ttlitre.s tlte circttrltst¿lltces ùi'¡liose lrllegAtÍor',s, r\ftCr
prclinrinary i¡lvestiqation, I am satisíiecJ th¿t thesc havc tlic semblance of t¡uth to ihe¡r;.
Yoir wiil noto that lheie was no collLrsíoLr i:r thc ltrcsentation o1'the tlrree reports, that
Iìather ¿rdrrtits to otre alleqatiorr ol'inappropriat¿ co¡rcluct, arrd ihat ll-re pattern oIbelltviur
ticscribetl is r;r)ns ist,:¡lr.

I am enclosing the srarrdarcl Luporting fìrrrrr [ìrr tht:se allegation.s. Given I?ather
Krrighton's assignmcrtt in or intlependent ernployrnent at [iigh schools over tfrc yeal's, 1

ta'ortld ¡rot be surpriscd io Ieal'n rlt'atldjlionäl aìicgatiorrs. þ'athcr KrrigLrton iras a lotrg
histoLy oibeírrg er-lretnely incleperrclerit rrnil nrrl ecr:o'-rnt¿rltle fbrhls actions. [Iis pelsonnel
{ìlc revea.ls that ht wi¡Ltld rcgLrìiilly [r¡av¿ a i:lace of assigrrnri:nt on his own initiarive anci

[ìrrd r:rnploytrclit otr his ¡¡wri,,-;uly Iatcr iniìrrrnilg riir;cesirn of'ficials. i\gainst expticit
di¡'cr:tives, he adopter-l t',vo childrcn anci lirter', a.qain rvith ntl consrrltatjon ol'pernrissíon,
acìoptcd it thircl chil,l IIc has rnr-lvcd out of itnd birr:k intr¡ ü:c i.lioccsc li'equently, cliì.en
'vvith no prior noticc:,

Civen ihc natrtrc cll thc allcgcd irnrl arìmittcrI sexrL¿rl abLrse, alorig with lhc senoits
¡buse oIof'fice, I l]â','e ¡rondered iong rrrci harcl to anìr,e ¿li an opinion abcut thc mosi
apprtlpr'iatc acLiorL to bc tirl<en. hr oriù.;r'tlrat_jr.rsticc rlr¿,/ bc; nr¿lrlc maniiest aLrci healii'tg of
tlLc victLnrs alril thc llhr.trclt rnr:ìy [)roi]cod, I iurr lskin¡1 that Rcvere¡rd .þtervin .K:righton be
disrrrLssecl e.r oJJic'irt lì-oru the clcrical st¿ric, lVhatcvcr financill ncccl.s he rnay hirvc carr bc
ncgrl tiate{-l ir r j ustic,"',

Ì501 Struiji l.iriil LrrLvi:, irt) Ìlo;r 0lùqtl \lrirvaui<L:r:, Wl :jl)ùi^0gì¿
Prr(,¡ii: /..1. 1.1 l7r1rl ì,!,)l r 1j:1,11 r,1;r' wwwr)rr.Lri\il ,î,1

t?fi
,,{lX}r\"ã05275{}
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If the judgement of Your Exceìlency is that ihis case shonlci proceed to a

disrnissal by clecree of ynur Congregation, I r,vould ccdo to tltat-judgement, Iìuilherrrrore,
if it is your judgernent thal tlris case shoulcJ lrroÈeed through a c¿inonicalpenal process, I
hLrrnbly request a dispen.salirrn fì'om prescription as well as a sanation of any procedural

errors that may havc occulrerl during the tirn,s tìris case was unrler investigalion. The

severity and fiequenc_y of thc oi'fenses àl'e slrch that it is my opìnÍon that these requests

are .1ustifierl. I look fonvard Lo your hitther-illsttuctions in this uiatter,

With sentirnents of deepest rrsteent, .[ irt]t,

ly irr Christ,

'+ ltüå"Ð ldY

Mr¡st Reverend Tinrothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of MÍlw¿ukee

t'!?4
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ARLìI-lDIO CES Ë O]1 tr/{iI-WA ì,TKËE

Prot. No
R.evcrcud Marvin T Knighton

Date of Birth
Irreslryiei'aI Ordina[i on : \,La.y l!"4, 1 9] 5

i)iocese oÍ Incarclìnation: lyliirr¡aukee
Ministry in other Dioccsc: Irhocnix
Address

Phoerrix, A nzona 8502.q

ASSiGNM-ErVfS

Yeur .'\ ss i

Agur 54

Years r:f Mirrisfl'y: 29

[-()ciìtion .Àoorrintment

August 1975 - June l 97l: St. A,nne Pafish Mrlrvarrl<ee [n so]idum te¿i¡-L nlenrbeL
iur"re 1976 Auguù-t i 987 Pius XI I'iigh Schcol Mihvar.rkee Facurlty

ÄLrgust 1987- ri,-rg,.tst l98B L,c¿rvc rr1"Åbsence - tuk*k^*ll
.r\ugrist i988-- Novcinlrcl I99l PiLrs Xl l{iglr Schooì\4il,.r,aukce Faculty^
November 1991 July 1992 Lnassi¡,necl -4-"f4Å*/"- d g ,6i*$'ç
July 1992 - Juiy l9!)4 Mt. N.4ar-y Cc.ilcg.e ' Milw¡r-rkee Caurpus minister
.lrrly 199"1- June l9!5 Lcave of Absçnce C \
.Irlne 1995 - Dccenrbrr 199-5 *St. iVlartin de Porres Pirrish Miirvauksc Pas[or
l)ecember 1995 ',luly 1997 All Sainis Parish \'f iiw;r.ukec Associate pnstcr
July 1997 -- Atrgust t 998 l,eave of AbsL:nce * So[.oo ],'r 1
Arigust 1998 - july 2000 Dominjcan High School Whitefifh Bay Asst Principal
August 2000 - June 2001 Sr, Mar.r IJigtr School Phoe¡iix, ÀZ Campus minister
August 2$Ol . Apn I 20û?. Archdi,:cese of lvtiiwaukeÊ B,clLrcation corrsLrìtant

ACL-US;\'flt()NS

1914 t'75

rg't4it 5

t 988189

19S9-y2

15

'?

ì5

1.3 l -5

[ìugging, kissing, firrcecl mast.urbatìorr
rt priesl's resirlerrcc; orrc tirnc; pricst
adl n.i ts " i rr appropriate cr¡r¡dnc["
Not si:cci lìed beyond "sexuill iìbrrse"
as rcl.ror-tcrcl to tht: n"lother and handecl
(in u) l.he Archcliocesr:
L-crijt irI toLlcìlir)S; rlne tirì1e.

in swìnrrning pool at ilir¡cesan
p¿ìsl"r)fíìl r:enler
llugging, kissing, fondling
in pricsi's resiclence alrd i¡l
su/inil)rir'rË ¡lool at rli¡ lr;rìsun
pirsloral r;en(cr'

M¿rch 28,20t)2

Morch 3, 20114

july 1,2002

Fclluary 25, )402"

û?5

,,qn){}&,,r{}s2752



(-]IVIL PROCEEDINCS

Year Tt.,rrrr/r::rs¿¡ vtctr(]n Sentence

2003 Ciinrinal trial - irvo ürllrnls Acquitral
seconci de¡ree se;\uàl ass¿ìult

J\,ÍEASURES ADOPTED BY TF,]Ë DIOCESE

Year Acticln

2002

2003

2004

R.equested llis resignatíon fÌ'onr posrtion in EdL¡cation Ofltce; resig'n:lrion accepted

Precopt issucd (April l, 2002)
Ca¡¡o¡ric¡l invesligafìort bcgun upnn completio¡ of c¡:iminâì lri.ll
Precept re-issued (Septertber 5, 2003)
Case rc;f'r¡rrcd to the Congregafion for llle Doctrine of lho F'aith

SUSTENAhICb- PROVID ED BY'I'HE DIOCESË

Father K¡ighton is provicled wrth thc rrrollhly equivalent of a pensioneclprje.st, $1,250. l{e is also
provided with hcalth ancj dental çr)vúrage.

IìESPONSE / R.ECOURSE BV TTÍE C]-NRIC

Year Actinrr

200'2

2003

L)cltlesl.,'.t.'llegltiurrs,ud'rnìtsto',inapproprìatecoucfuct''with
E b.¡t states tlrat because it occurcd prior Io ortlination it is not au issue

Sougirt hicralc.liical rerouïse against "ad¡ninìstraIive decisions" (not specifiecl to tlte
Archdiocese); coutinue.s to threeten legal action against the Archdiosese

t?fr
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CONC;IìlaCAI'tL)
T)RO DÖ(-']'RTNÌA TIII}E,I

325/2003-L92ri3
l'to r ,\
tla ¡?tl'it,;,t,/.\ot 'n¡n!:4 .ta:¡¡ 4ú!¡ :1t

L\ftA Cír¡à hl V;,rtlcnao,

PLrluzu rlel S, ljfii¿ru

CONFIDENTIAI,

Yor.tr ExcellencY,

The Congrcgation for the Doctrine of the Faith has received the requested

tiocurnentation you senï 0n 24 March 2004 regârding the R.everend Mtrvir T.

KNTGIITûN, a ¡lricst of youi'archdiocesÊ who lias been accusçrl of sexual abuse of nirtors.

¡\ftcr a cnlefi"il study of the fact.s, this Dicasterv ¿t its P:rrticular Cottgress of 29 May

2004 decidsci to gralrt a derogatiorr fi'orn the law of prtscdptiür rurd hereby arrthorises atld

lnstr¡rcrs Your Excellericy to oonduct a judicial pen¿ìl process against delicts allegeclly

çommitted by Iìr. I(nightorr atter his diaconal ordination, that is to say, oniy those <leliçls hc

is allegecl to have commitled white in the clerical sttte. Enclosecl is a copy of the ¡rof¿r

¡tro¡srlo Sacra¡nentorum sanctitati,s tatelü which cotrtains, apart lìorn particular law fol the

United States of Arnerica, the noms govenring su6h a penal process. Your: Excellcnoy is

reruhrled tþat tire ¿cts of the process should kiudly bo lbrwarclecl to this Dicaster;, upon iis

completion at first insfance,

I take this opportunity to tha¡r-k Your Excellency for the vigìlauce that you kcep over

these serious rnattcrs and to oft'er you n1y sincere respects. With every best wish, I remait ,

Yours dcvoterlly írL thc l,ot'd,

å furgelo Antato, SDB
J'itular Archbishop of. Sìla

S'ecrc,lary

Enclosllre

t 5 .lLure 2004

T?E

At-)û&'!û 527 57

I{is Excellency
Thc frk¡st R.e,zørenct Tinrothy M. ÐÛL,A-hl
ALchbishop of Milwaukçe
3501 Sor"rth Lake Drive, P.O. Box $7$912
Milwauhr:e, WI" 53207 -0912.

Lj.s.A,
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('lF Mil_\\,Í\ut{tih
IJf-IAT,TMfi NT FOR (.I.TRC¡ T

ALrgrrsl 13,200'l

Marvin T. Knighton

Phoenrx, AZ 85û28

Deal N{an,,

I arn sony to tre the one thaf needs to aflinn fhe filct thaÍ lhe penal trial callecl f'or by the

Congregation foi the Doctrine of the Faith has been completed" The deciçion of the
Tribrrnal fbunclihat cnnie was conmitled in tivo of the tlrree counts pressrrted. 'I'he

judges lave imposecl the penalty of pennanent restrjctiorl fi'om milristry, I presurre Lhat

you leceivecl this infomration and have cliscusse cl it wilh yonr canonical advocate.

Given this situation, I am writÍng to ask you if you would prefer to seek a voluntary
laicization from the clcrical state. Such a decision on your part may lreip to bring closule
to this erperienee antÌ help yorl ro n-iove on to a nerv leg in youl life's jottuiey,

\! oulcl you kincTly respond lo this lettcr in writing by the end of'August, 2CI07? If you
shouJd decidc to seek voluntary 1o'icization, som€eriç at the arcircliocese rvould be happy
to help you with the ¡irocess.

Thanlc you for the consideration, Marv^ Please k:tow that you are iu rny praycrs daill'.

L-r thc L,ord "l-c'srt¡^,

Very Ilcvercncl Crn't J. Frederick
Vicar lì:r Clergy

Cl: Dr. J, fuJ.ichae] Ritf.v, aclvocate

l50l :ìorith I-¿ke Dtivt:, 1.O, llo¡:07091Z, trliftvariliet, \vl 532Ù7.0q:ti

t'lì()NÉ,r (4.141769-3"184 ' ["tr1,rt.: cletg¡{Qnrchnrrl.crß " Wlu sl{'c; w'#\f.alchlì]ll.orf{

0,"u,¡
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C]ON(;RL,CìATIO
P1ìO DOC]'I{INA FIDEI

3'25ntffi.18756
P¡r¿''t'. N. .... .

( I t rc.. l.'r1 t t.ili t ( /i ¿ t .t ! t:. t hlo I * i t :' u ¡ t : t ¡ i 
j

íx)120 (ùli) Jei \i¡titttt
I¡¡Jazzo rlcl S. t.lIfi;rio

jl January 2009

Sincerely 1'ours in Christ,

./-

û Luis Il, L¡,i¡¡.nt¡', S"J.

T'itular Archbishop of Thibica
.Secreøty

{t â o-.,

CONFIDE,I$TT,AL

Yor¡r Excellenc/,

I anr writing r0 you regardirrg lhe r:¿se of Rev. Marvin KNIGI-ITON, a priest o[

your ArChdiocese v¿l-,o has been accusecl of the sexr:al ahuse of mirlors' This

ilong..g*tion has receivecl frorrr Rev. KnightorÌ an appeal against. the, sentence, g,iverr

on 271íly ZOOZ, in the Penal Process cagiãd out ât First [nstance by the Metropolitan

Tribunal of Detroir. Your Exceilency ltasialso requested that a mÛre sevet"e ¡renalty be

imposec{ on Re\,. Knighton ú-ran that giverr.in the Tribrrn¿l of First Instance' 
'

'Ihe (Jongregarioú has aurirorizecl the Tribunal of rhe Archcliocese of Cìncinnati

,o .rrry o,r, u pJnuiProcess a[ Seconcl Instirnce and qi ould tfrerefore kiriclly reqtrbst rhat

Your Excellenc}, errsttre thât all oI the Acta, pertaítting to this.case are forwarcled tc, tlre

saicl Seconcl Instarrce Trilrrrnel. Yorr, ,r-n concerrs r'egarcling the pena.lty irnposed

shoi-rlcl also be iuclude,:l, Your reeluest shoulcl be construec{ as a petition that the

Promoter of .]ustice in Second Instance file for e dim'i^çsi<t ín' ltoenttrtt'

Thaflking you for your assistanceiin this matter, witJr prtryerful support and

besu wis,lres, I remain

FIis ExcellencY
lVÍost Rev' llimothY h4, Ðor,tru
Árch\;ish o'P of Milwaw kee

l.O. Box O7t9L2

Mil rvau.L<ee, WL 532Q7 "Ag 12.

U¡I"ITED ST,ITBS OIì AMIìRJCìA

,4Ð{}ht0,$r9$(}
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LITSIìOSTTI\TE

coNGItE(jA l'loN Oti l'l Il1 ÐOCIIR.INE (]Il TIIE F'AITIT

This C'r¡rt çf Arrueul çf the Crrngri:gntiou of tlre Doct'rjne ntJlg liaithuphold* fltr:

fì;i;ii,*-';;iri* ¿:,il;i ,itil¡irst fnst"án,J,: ol'tbe Arohdiocese of'Viilwaukee in the

Äriiititvin'r¡VÉ ilt,iili,ilirovi:ri ¿¡rilt o{'tufrrrvir 'l'. Kniglrto' ,s 
'r 

cleric of tlrc

ÉgËliîT"i,{'r}ül 
q'i,Jr-..'*ilf 

llf; ,l'tii:f, å-rJJï-TrltlFF
ffi,.r:l'i,i1.I*tâmjlc¿l.rur¡'asl.eithä.guíltofMar.'¡ín.I'.K.nightpuof

MMt 
i'iüil'ãi,äl ;hr'*ît'i *ri,'i*',if n i'iiñ*i': pi.:sertrt:¿l rrv Mr' I

,\*r t*,nltr tor lris l¡inlations cll. ths ol-rligations tlf. tlte: clcrieal staf'ö, this Üotft
i'.';ilJ;;*;i¿iúirii**,is Ñ4arvirr ['. t(nip-"htrírt fiorrr xhc clclic¿,tl s{ate. tte is
io;ü;äik;e,t"il;î Jio¡r th* exerciic of arry cccle siastical ninistry exeept an

i;ilr;ääîiÛräc,r.i"i,lt.r,ro,t t,r',v arcl arry iacultics or privilogos or compcttsation

ï¡,lt worrlcl ¿crorì1p¿¡rv th* clcrii:al sTatc Iiorn flre datc ol'1hr: cxectttttln ol thls

äìJil'.uriJsî'it Ë; iínrt "f 
itt* $ovcrär{;e agreerucnt rear:hcd by. thq.,}¡cltdioccse of'

Milw¿rt¡l<ee irr vicw ¡f.jrrsticc drre {o lri.s pasl scrr¡ice to tlte poople oI Uod.

T'his deoisio¡ is fo þc ¡:ublisheci to }ft'. Michael ]V!ty .ï; Âdvocate "fiil his ey*s
Årlr"';. 

-if 
¡* to be nii'-úïfrÀif il iitð Archbisho¡r of'.hlliiwarrlce¿: I'or"tlte purposes of a

I*í** i;; i\iìffir'1ìt.-iïil;ìir.r¡ iviiho,rt hi:; r,jr:eivins a (.ìot)y- All ale-nr lrt: ren:indcd

o{'fhe Printitical Íì*ç¡"cl il¡ Lhnsr: ¡natters.

As a decisir:1 of the Cexrgr e¿¿afiorr Fol thc flochirte of tfrc Faith ar;ting on bcli¿lf ol

itte S"p¿;"c Fontifi" ttrjs-beiisioi¡ is not sub.ieet to appeal.

,4 fl)û S,å{}5 å ?90



lìIl: Ììcv. Martin l'. [tnif¿hto8

CDF hìunr. f"utffi
Siunecl. decreec1, wit.nessed, anci publíriherå l¡n ttrit l?i day of 'lanuary 20 t' I at t¡e

i,i."i d"å r ö"rii JJ br üi- aiîä.iil ;d;; .' r 
.ci'r 

ci n nari, (Jhi o, Ü . s. n.

Reverenclæ,JCf)'
Fresicling .Tucigi:

Iteverenctr

Associate.ludge

osel)

39

'LnzÉLi:, JC I_,

Bg

Rer¡erend

Associate Judge alrcl Fonens

No t ary

BF"i IT'K}TÛIÃ/N TT AI.L

ttr¿rr lhis çasû i,; *xplicirly ruh"iccr" to ihe llc:irtil'ic¡rl *j*çl'¡:t (arl 
"ili. 

(]ruvi'rtr |lel'f¡:t¿t'

l4r¡r,tuc I'ntc)t;r:li,v,,utiiìjr ìítiit oi¡riir,t ln all intìtrtnutiorl" ¡tttit:o:t'süi ¿tntl r-lc¡;isions

li,.ì-,iiiiiä*¡'r¡,itli rhis cir$* (,Tar-:r't:itt t:ttn.ti,ttttr.e, Iì:hm*'r 4', ll)'/Å l'"iÁ'5', t:¡ß ltlJ4''

'\

"t8tß¿7
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His H

Ihe V

Vati c

JULY 29, 2oo5

ol iness Benedict XVI
atican
an Cìty State

Your Holiness:

After much prayerful consjderation, I no!,J request from you a dispensation
fronl the ob'llgati0ns connected wjth the priesthood and fronr celibac.y. I
ask tc¡ be returned to the 'lay state.

I have been placed on administrative leavè by the Archd'iocese of
Mjlwaukee for sexual mjsconduct'invoìving minors. I have had to dea'l wjth

RTV.

CASC

these al legatìons sj nce 2002"
now and am B0 years old. The
brought to the attention of b

it unlíkely that i can ever serve
believe that every aspect of alleg
accurate, I adm"i t that some are"

DONALD R. A, PETERSW
ADE, llI 53011-0198

Ih
fact

oth a

ave' been reLired for a number of years
that thìs sexual misconduct has been

rchdiocésan and civil authorities makes
'in active mìnistry agaÌn" Whi le I do not,
ations presented by the archdiocese is

em. Because
ope of ever
ai ci zatÍ on "

This request ìs not a quìck solution to a temporary pr
of the nature of the allegations made against me there js n

returning to ministry- Ì find no alternatjve buf to reques

obl
oh
tl

I am fu:lìy aware that my decisjon Lo return to lay status, if approve
by the Hoì.y See is permanent and fina1, without hope of eventual re-adm'ittance
to priestly mìnistry.

I do have some heaìth concerns. However, I have been aSsured by the
cliocese bhat they will assist me ìf needed. I have been assured that my
pension will continue.

I solemnly swear to the truth of all the above inFormatìon.

[4y curricu'l um vitae is attachecl .

Respectful ly submitted,

CYle
/) p-

Ø-t2l¿¿-¿t

Reverend Donald Peters

ADOrV{{)2&212
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Curri cu I um Vi t.ae

Born: lvlarch 30,1925, Kenosha, WI.
Bapti zed: St. þlark, Kenosha, hJI.
Communion & Confirmation: St. Mark, l(enosha, l^lI.
Grade School: I years, St. Mark, Kenosha, lrJI

Mjddle School: 1 year, Lincoln School, Kenosha, bli
High Schooì: '1 year, Mary D. Bradford H.S., Kenosha, l^lI
H.igh Schooì:2 years, St. Francis Minor Semjnary, St. Francis Wi
College:2 years St, Francis Minor Sem'inary, St. Francis, Ì^,lI(Phìlosphy)
Seminary Theology: 4 yearS St. Francis 14ajor Seminary, St. Francis, l,lI
Ordination: Mäy 27, 1950, Cathedral St. John Evangeìist, Milwaukee, blI
Ass'ignments:1950 - 60 5T. CLE|\4ENI'S, SHEBOYGAN, l^lI * Assistant

1960 - 62 ST. MARY, HALES ÛORNERS, WI - Assjstant
1962 - 67 ST. PATRITK'S, FOND DU LAC, WI - Assistant
1967 - 69 CATHOLIC MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL, I'IAUKESHA, bJI teach

FOR SEVERAL SUP]NTN SCHOOLS AT MARQúETTE UNIVERSITY GRADUATE
SCHOOL IN GUIDANCE & COUNSELING

1969 - 71 ST. PATRICK'S, FOND DU l-AC, W - Pastor:
1971 - 77 ST. MARY'.S, SHEBOYGAN FALLS, WI - Pastor
1977 - 93 ST. CLEMENT'S, SHEB0YGAN, hlI * Pastor
1993 RETiREMENT

FAMiLY: 1958 - Mother Died
1976 - Dad Died

l'ly 76 year o]d sister and I are the only fami'ly. She left the SSSF
and married and now is a wídow. She is near Poverty and I am supportìng
her for many of her needs" l,Jhen with the nuns they did not have Socìal
Security, she has some of her husbands and thus has med'icare, but has to
purchase a supplementary Health Insurance program. She has livecl in Flor
for over 20 years.

My Health: Upper tooth p1at.e, many years ago.
Lower teeth, five front teeth remain
Right knee, totaì repìacement
D'iabetes, many years, piì 1s and diet are helping to regulate"
HÌ gh Bloocl Pressure, pì ì 1 s

. Eyes: glasses, both had Cataracts removed
Ears : hearì ng ai ds 'Ín both

Am on Medicare & Archdìocesan Insurance Program

ida

Atx)M02$213
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Mn-w¡l-x¡n
O¡rrcr oF THE AncHstsuop

August B, 2005

Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
Piazza del S. Uffrzio t 1

00193 Rome,Italy

Your Excellency:

In accord with the nonns of Sacratnentorum sanctitatis tutela,I am submitting for
your consideration the c¿se of a priest of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Reverend

Donaid Peters has been accused of acts of sexual abuse of minors. The summary of these

allegations is enclosed. Father Peters has admitted that a number of these acts of sexual

assault occured.

As we have reviewed the various files, it would appear that the original problem

would date back to the 1960's and 1970's. 'While there is record of a fotmal notification
of a problem n 1.992, the anonynous nature of the report made it difficult to address'

Father was informed of the report buf he said he did not know to what it referred.

However, a closer review of correspondence from thai period may reveal

otherwise. Ín l97l Archbishop William Cousins received a letter from Father Peters in

which he makes reference to the need for a speedy transfer of assignment as

recommended by Auxiliary Bishop Leo Brust as "the prudent way'' given circnmstances.

A second note was sent to Bishop Brust from Father Peters stating that nothing should be

committed to writing and no letter sent to those concerned. Archbishop Cousins

hansferred Father Peters to a new assigrunent a nonth later.

From the vantage point of hindsight, it would appoar that this cortespondence

indicates that some inappropriate behavior had occured at that time. Bishop Brust was

the person who handled such mafters and the usual response was to quietly see that the

priest lefT his place of assignment.

When confronted with the allegations in2002, Father Peters spontaneously

admitted that there were incidents of sexual contact with minors in his past. He made this

declaratiol to the investigatíng civil authorities and to the Vicar for Clergy. On that basis,

Father was placed under precept not to exercise any public ministry. In2004, as part of
the attempt to bring resolution this sjtuation, again Father Peters adrnitted that there werc
two or three others who might come forward. His dating of those incidents o1'sexual

contact corresponds to the letters anil mid-year change of assignment in 1971. Given the

number of year's tliat Father Peters was actívely.involved ìn the Boy Scouts, there is every

reasorl to believe that addítional victims may come forward'

j501 South I al<e l)r'ive, PO. Box 0701917. Mìhvaukee, WI 53207-0912

Pu<¡¡r¡: (4 1 í )7(jq.1$7 " Wilt slrt-tr u'rv.,v.archniil.org

ADûh4039942
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Most Reverend Algelo Anato
Congregation for the Doctrine of tlie Faith

pageZ

I¡ the years since it was fir.st issued, the precept has remaitled in place. I am of the

opinion that the matter nseds more concrete resolution. Given his age, I had proposed that

Father Peters agree to live a life of prayer and penance while remaining under precept' He

has been considering that option but knows that to do so would mean he would not have

free reign to travel and live elsewhere in another diocese for six or more months of the

year. He woulci need to rernain in the Milwaukee Archdiocese to be monitored. He has

been in consultation with two different canon lawyers. He has now concluded that he

woulci ¡ather be frec to travel than to remain in the clerical state. He is choosing to seek

voluntary laicization and his petition is enclosed. I have been assured by his present

ca¡onical advisor that this decision is being made freely and that he has been given

sufficient counsel to make such a decision. This has not been a hasty or sudden

judgement. The Archdiocese of Milwaukee has paid for the services of a cauonical

advisor for hím.

While it would have been my preference that he choose the first option given, a

life of prayer and penance, he is unwilling to accept the conditions that would accompany

that possibility. Given the legal liabilities, another diocesc is not going to agree to

nrorrìtor. a priést for whom they have no responsibility, I regret that Father Peters has

chosen as he has but I respect his right to do so.

Father Peters receives his full pension and will continue to do so since it is a

qualified selÊcontributory plan. He owns a home in Wisconsin and one in Florida.

Should his petition be granted, the Archdiocese of Milwaukee will establish a fund from

which he can draw any resources needed for additional health needs not covered by his

lnsurance.

I look forward to your response in tlús matter

With sentiments of deepest esteern, I atn,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+ \ (Å","ù q
Most Reverend Timotþ M. Dolan

Archbishop of Milwaukee

Ar)0M039903
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August 29,2005

Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB
Congregation for thd Doctrine of the Faith
Piazza del S. Uffizio 1l
00193 Rome, Italy

Your Excellency

A,r'chbishop Dolam recently prepared for you¡ review a request for voluntary

laicization by Revelend Donald Peters. Two additional itetns for consideration have

arisen since the case was subrnitted. Archbishop Dolan requests that this material be

added to the case file.

A copy of the police investigation from July 2002 has been obtain-çd. Tha minimal
admissions that were provided io the Vicar for Clergy at that time are expanded in this '

.report. A copy Òfthe reportis enclosed

Whìte pather Peters denies *y.r*uut contact. with minors in the BoyScoutsi we.

havehädareportsurfacethatstatesthecontrary.Mr'Mhasinforr'ned
the Archcliocese of Milwaukee that, while he hjmself was never abused by Father Peters,

he observed such abuse of ânother adolescent at a Boy Scout camp. He came forward to
resolve his own guilt at never having reported this abuse and, therefore, having possibly

exposed others tõ abuse. Approprìate pastoral outreach has becn off,e¡ed to Mr;
W*W He was unubi" to þrovide the name of the'adolescçnt.ma1e, Since he has no

potential for personal gain in coming forward, his report is deemed to be credible and

non-suspeot

Thank you for your conside¡ation of tiiis request.

youfs ln

Very Reverencl

,)iri)ì Sourìr L.al<e Dr.ive , IlO. Box 0709i2, ìr'lilwaultec, \Ã/'l 53207 09i2
PHoivr:: i4J4.)769.11()0 " ìiÀx: (4'l1)769-ill0 " li-lvl,ut.: trlbtrnal(4alch¡ril.or¡l . W-B str': wrvw.ax:hurìl.org

ADO1U03989r
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lvfilwaukee

Tinothy M. Dolan

f)onald R. Peters

CIDF PRO'[ .N. (if avaitable)

NÁ.ME OF'CLERTC

DIOCESE

NAMB OF'ORDINAII.Y

80AgeMarch 30, 1925Datc of Birth

Years of mitristry 43May 21 , 195{J0rdination

PERSONAL
DETAII,S OF T}I[
CLIiRIC

MilwaukeeORTGINAT, DIO CESE OF INCARDINÀTION

lives 6 nrorrths of the year ur

Florida antl had assistcd ir parishes there until
all mjnishy was reshicted and the bishop there

infbrmed of his situation

In

MINISTRY IN/TRÄNSFER TO OTHER DIOCESE

W
Cascacle, TVIW
Lakeland. FL

CONTACT A-DDITESS O¡- TIIE CI,IIRIC

He has sought canonical advice from J. Michael
Ritfe. JCLPRO CUILAT OR (in c: lu d e o r i g in al s ign ed ma n d a t e)

CONTACT ÄDI}RESS OF THÐ PROCT]RATOR

ASSIGNMENTS

AppointmentLocatibnYear Parish

Assistant PastorMilwaukee1 950 St, Michael

Assistant PastorSbcboyganSt. Clement1 950

Assistant PâstorHales Comersr 960 St. Mary

Assìstant Pa.ctcrrFond du Lac196?, St. Pâh-ick

FacultyWaukeshaCatholic Memorial High
School

1967

Assocìate P¿rsî.orMilwaukeeSt. Paul1969

Þ'ond du Lac1969 St, Patrick Pastor

PastorShcboygan Fallsr97l St. Mary

PastolSheboygan1rJ't?

1 993

St- Clemenl

iletired

ÄDûM02t286
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Àge\/ictinrYcar

ÄCCI ]SA'I'IONS AGA.JNS'I. TTIE CLEIìJC

Denunciation

r992NA "Inappropriate behavior"

Imputâble Acts

1962
Anonynrcus call to Sheboygan

Distlict Attolîev
1992NA "Sexual abuse"t 963 Anonyrnous c:all to CharcerY

200215-16
Sirowing pornograpliy and genital

fondling
l 959-
l 9ó0

ffi
r97 1Not specífìedNÀt91 t Not givcn

Cl L PROCEEDINGS AG.AINS'I TI{I'I CLIÙRIC

Conviction Sentence (include copies oJcivil documents)Type/CnseYcar

Cases ali
beyond
statute of
lirnitations

2002

Sheriff executed search
waúant and seizure of
computer; criminal interview
rvith admissio¡r of tlr¡ee
instances ofabuse

MEASURES ADOPTID BYTHE DÍOCESE

Year

191 1

tohewhich makeslettera FatherÍÌom []PetersCousirisWilliamishop
ASBrustLeoof recomnrendedasafor transfer by Bishopuxiliarynee,d assignmeltthe eedysp

Brust tbatr¡1asnote tosentcìrcumstarrces. second Bishop stating'the grvenway"pru<ient
Cousinstosent thost: concerned.noand letterbeshould tocommittecl ArchbishopWI¡ tingnothing

a ¡nonth latertr;rlrsfcrrcd F'a{hcr Peters tt) a lìuw ass

r992 Fatber Peters informecì of anonl,tnous calls. No investigation because of anonyrrúty

Iìathcr Feters rer¡rested anrl rccerved early retiretnentr993

1999 Diocese of O¡lando informed of allegations from I992 and ministry the¡e reskicted.

Precept issr¡etl resfricting public exercise of ntinistry rrpon admission of at least tlrree ircirlents of
sexu¿l abuse crf rrrinors2002

2004

diocese could not continue duc to lack of monitorilg
possitrilities. He requesfs voluntary laì<;izatiorr rather than limitations on travel. I{e will be

pro"-i,i",l with a monetary grant to assist with any health eare neecls. This propcsal was handled by

his canonical

Father Petcrs infonncd that travel to another

SUSTENANCE PIIOVIDED I}Y THE DIOCIi]S!] TO'T}IE CT,ERIC

and rvill continue to do so iflaicized as this is a qualified self-

cgntributory plan, IIe wili be proviiled wiih a lump sum to assist in any healtlr calc needs he rIlaY havo

beyoncl social insrrrancc,

Father Peters reccives a tnonthly pcusiolt

i'-.t.r.,,.: .,,,
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This has been a difficult case to conclude. Tltere is an admission of guilt ùr the one detailed case and
spontâneous admission of hvo or three other cases with no details. Under oiher circumstances, Fathcr peters
would be asked to live out his life in prayer and penance, Thjs would call for monitoring of hjs activities
which cæmot be clone if he spends six months of the year i¡ Florida. Given the options avaiiable to hirn"
Father Peters has decided that he will choose laicization rather than ¡eslriction oD havel.

RESPONSE/RT]COURSE MÄDE BY TIIE CLERIC

Yelr

1971

1992

Brought the matter to the Auxiliary Bishop and sought a transfer.

Saicl he did not k¡ow what the callers were falking about.

2002
Admitfed sexual contact n,itlffi and wrote letter of apology to hìm. Stated that the incidents
were in the course of sex education. Admitted to Sheboygan sheriff ancl Vicar for Clergy that there

were fwo or th¡ee other cases frorn his time in Fond du Lac but rvould not go rnto more detail.

IIISHOP'S VOTUM
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CONGREGAT'ION FOIT TI.IE DOCTIÙNE OIì TI{E FAITIJ

Prot. N.: 249/05

Fal.her Donald R, Peters, a presbyter of this Archdiocese, has humbly pelitioned fol a
^ --ãirp""rrtion 

from all thä obligations connected with sacred ordinatio¡'

Our Most Ítroty Father, Pope Benedict XVI

On the 6'r' daY of October, 2007

Flavirrg heard the opinion of his Eminence and Most Reverend Prefect of this Congregatìon, has granted
^- -- -tü" 

iequest óf the prest-ryter for the good of the Church, but with the f-ollowing provisions:

1. The rescript of thc clisperrsation, being made known by the competent Ordinary to the

petitioner as soon as Possible:

a) becomes effective.fron't' the montent oJ'the notirtcaíon;

b) inseparably includes a clispensation.from sacred celibacy and, at the satne tinte, loss
' 

o1 ilre cleíical state, Títe petirioner never has the righl to separate those îwo

àlements' that is, to ctccept thefirst and refuse the second"

c) if the per¡¡oner is a reÍigious, the rescrípl also grants ct dispensatiort from the vows

ct) indeed, further, ít carries with it, insofør as it is necessaty, absolutianfrom censL|res'

Z. Notification of the dispensation can be made to the petitioner either personally, or

througli orr" d"l"gutecl úy the same Ordinary, or through an ecclesiastical. notary, or by
,,regis-tered mail.'îThe Ordinary ought to retain one copy (of tlie rescript) duly signedùy

the"petitionei in testimony of úis rðception of the rescript of the dispetlsation, ancl also

of his acceptance of its regulations'

3. Noticc of the granting of the dispensation is to be inscribed in the baptismal register of
the Petitioner's Parish.

4. With regarcl to the celebration of a canonical tnarriage, thc notlrs set clown in The Cocle

of Canon Law must be applied. The Ordinary, howevet, shoulti take care tliat the

mattcr be discreetly iranclled without pomp or extemal display'

S, The ecclesiastical authority, to whom it belongs to notify the pefitioner concemitrg llre

rescript, shou¡l eamestiy exhot him to take part in the life of the People of God, in a

manner consonant with his new rnode of ìiving, to give edificatioli, a¡rd thus to show

himself a niort loving sol of the Church, At the same time, howcvcr, he should be

infbrmecl of the following Points:

a) the ¿ispertsed preslryter automcttìcalb, loses th.e.rights proPer to the ctericttl stale, ¿ts

weLl as ecclesiasficctl ctignities and ffices; he is na langer bot¿ru| by the oLher

obligations connected with the clerical state,'

A[]ûM{}39919



b) he rentains excluclecl from the exercise of the sacred ministry, vt'ith the exceptÌon of'

thoseJitnctions mentíonecl in cunons 976 and 956, 52, and, as tt resuh; he rflalt ¡1s¡

give a homill, nor is he ultle to hold a directive oLfice in thc pastorrtl ,field nor to

exer c i s e t h e functi o tt of p ar o ch i a I a dmin is lr sl o r 

"

c)similarly,hentct¡,n'otc{ischrn.geany'functiollinseminariesandtnequivaLenl
instinríons. In oihe, instirurioni of higher studies, which are in øny utcD' whatever

depenclent upon eccÌesictsÍicct! autiorily, he may not exercise the function o/ direclttr,'

cQ atso, in tltose institutions of higher studies which are not clependent ttltorr

ecclesiøstic:al authrtrity, h" ntay not teach any discìplìne which i's properlv
' theological or closely connected with the sarue"

e) on the other hynd, ¡n institutions of lower s-tutlies, v'hich are depenclenî upon

ecclesiustical au.thority, he rnøy trcl bxercise the ft'mction o.f teaching a cliscipline

whìch is properly theological, A dispensed presbyter i.s held by tlle same rule itt
teaching'ttettgton in in 'it"tstilution of the same kind not tle¡tendenl upon

e ccl e sias tical aut ho r it,Y ;

6. 'I'he Orclin¿ry is to take care, as much as possible, lest the dispensed presbyter exhibils

sca'dal to the faithful. hlso, if there is present a danger of abuse of minors, thc ordinary after the

fact of the dispensation may also publish the canonical cause'

1. At an opportune time, the competent Ordinary is to send a bnef repoil to the

Congregatioll on his ôornpletion of the notifroãtion, and, finally, if there should be any wondennenl

on tlie p"art of the faithful, he is to provide a prudent explanation.

AII things to the contrary notwithstanding'

From the Offices of the Corrgregation, thc 6th day of October in the year 7007 .

/s/ William Cardinal LEVADA
Frefect

lrl

/s/ Angel AMATO, SDB
Titular ArchbishoP of Silensis

SecrefalY
Date of notiltcation:

lsl lsl
Signature of pctitìoner as sigrr of acceptance Signature of Ordinary (Delegate)

AÐ(}M83992t
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